
Boeing Mesa Diversity Council 2013 Essay Contest 
 

Prizes: 
Laptop for Top Essay in each grade (one each grade) 

$100 Amazon Gift Card (one each grade),  $50.00 Gift Card (one each grade) 

Overview: 
Diversity can be defined in many ways.  Traditionally we might think of diversity in terms of 
ethnicity, gender or age. We also might think of diversity in terms of experience or education.  
All of these characteristics and more come together to make us who we are and help us create 
our diverse points of view.  Diverse points of view are critical in creativity, innovation, and 
problem solving in all areas, especially in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math. Through 
inclusion we set the stage for greater levels of imagination, creativity and innovation. 
 
The purpose of this essay contest is to increase awareness of the importance of including 
diverse perspectives to increase creativity, innovation and problem solving in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM).  

2013 Essay Topic 
 

Science & Technology: Innovation through Imagination 
 
• Innovation grows from creativity sparked by imagination.  Using your imagination and 

creativity, take two (or more) ordinary items and create something new that could be used in 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM).  

 
For example, it could be as easy as combining the plain paper bag with wrapping paper to 
create the gift bag*, or as complex as combining the structure of a termite hill with building 
materials to create a structure like the Eastgate building in Zimbabwe that looks like it’s made 
with Legos and uses very little energy to keep a constant temperature.   *The first paper bag machine 
was patented in 1852; modern gift wrap followed in 1917, however, commercially created gift bags were not introduced until 70 
years later in 1987.  

 
• Focus on a solution that would benefit one of the following areas: 
   
 

1. Bio Fuels 
2. Communications 
3. Cyber Solutions 
4. Education 
5. Energy 
6. Engineering 

7. Logistics 
8. Nano 

Technology 
9. Medicine 
10. Robotics 
11. Satellites 

12. Sciences 
13. Security 
14. Space 
15. Transportation 

(manned and 
unmanned) 

 
• Discuss how you would use these items to create a new product or service. 
• Discuss the benefits of your new product and the possible challenges of your 

new product. 
• Discuss what kind of team you would need for the development and 

manufacturing of your new product, why each member is included, and how 
diversity of thought would aid in developing your product   



 

Awards and Recognition:  
 
Boeing Diversity Council will present the prizes at the STEM showcase in May:  

• All essay contest participants will receive a certificate of recognition from The 
Boeing Company.  

 

Submission Requirements:  
Essays must be in English and between 500 - 750 words in length.  
Students may submit only one essay. 
Essays must be submitted with a signed cover page, available at the end of these 
instructions. 
Essays are preferred typed and double spaced.  
All entries must be received at Boeing by April 12, 2013.  

 
How to Submit Your Essay:  
Original essays will be submitted to the sponsoring teacher.  The sponsoring teachers 
will submit their top 5 essays from each class to the district coordinator Vicki Massey.   
 

Do not identify the essay’s author on anything but the cover page.  
All entries must be delivered to the district office  by April 12, 2013. 

Evaluation Criteria and Process:  
A preliminary evaluation will be conducted by the sponsoring teachers.  The top 5 
essays from each teacher in each class will be submitted to Boeing.  Boeing will 
evaluate the essays using the following criteria:  
• The essay demonstrates a strong understanding of the subject.  
• The essay is well-reasoned and adequately cited   
• The essay is written clearly, with correct spelling and grammar.  
• The essay is the student’s own work. 

 
Boeing reviewers will see no identifying information about entrants. Submitting teachers 
will initially identify the essays that best meet the above criteria. Boeing essay committee 
will then select the prize-winning essays. All decisions will be final.  
Eligibility 
 
To be eligible to submit an essay,  
 
• Students must be currently enrolled in the Mesa School District* in the 7th through 

12th grade. * Previous laptop winners are not eligible to receive a 2nd laptop. 
• All Essays must be the student’s original work.  
 



Teachers’ corner: 
 
It is our goal to enhance the student’s knowledge and awareness of different 
aspects of diversity as well as expose them to areas of Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math.  By incorporating this project in your academic curriculum 
or as an extra credit assignment, this increases awareness of diversity in various 
aspects of education.  We would like you as teachers to choose the top five 
essays for each class. The final evaluation of all essays will be conducted by The 
Boeing Mesa Diversity Council Essay Committee. 
. 
Teacher drawing.  As a thank you for the time and effort associated with 
sponsoring your students, there will be a random drawing for (6) $50.00 Amazon 
Gift certificates for participating teachers.      
 
If you would please give us a list of ALL students that participate, a Certificate of 
Participation will be prepared for your distribution.   
 
Thank you for your help in creating an awareness of diversity in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math. 
 
 

Questions? 
Please e-mail inquiries to  
Paul Perkins paul.k.perkins@boeing.com  480-891-1456 or 
Joe Williams  joe.d.williams@boeing.com  480-891-0700 
 
This project is supported by the Mesa Diversity Council of The Boeing Company 
in Mesa, Arizona.  

  



Science, Technology, Engineering and Math Essay Contest 2013 
 

Science & Technology:  
Innovation through Imagination 

Cover Sheet 

Participant Information: Please Print 
 
Student Name   

Grade Name of School  

Sponsoring Teacher ________________________________________ 

Essay Title  

Essay Information 
o Using your imagination and creativity take two (or more) ordinary items and create 

something new that could be used in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math 
(STEM).  

o Discuss how you would use these items to create a new product or service. 
o Discuss the benefits of your new product and the possible challenges of your new 

product. 
o Discuss what kind of team you would need for the development and manufacturing of 

your new product, why each member is included, and how diversity of thought would 
aid in developing your product. 

o Essay is between 500 and 750 words long. 
o Essay is in English. 
o Essay properly documents cited sources. 
o Author’s name is indicated only on this cover sheet, not on the essay pages. 
o Essay is received by Boeing no later than April 12, 2013. 

Certification Information 
 

I pledge that this essay is my own work.  I have abided by all guidelines required by 
the Boeing Essay Contest, and I meet the eligibility standards described in the 
contest announcement. 
 
Signature of Student Date   
 
I have reviewed this essay and find that it follows the guidelines required by the 
Boeing Essay Contest.  To the best of my knowledge, the essay is the student’s own 
work. 
 
Signature of Teacher/Parent Date   
 


