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Performing Arts Package 
 



MESA ARTS 

CENTER 

FALL SEMESTER 
Erth’s Dinosaur Zoo Live presented by Erth  

October 6-7, 2016 
Suggested Grades: 2-6| Piper Theater     (Seating limited to 185 per school.)  
Get ready for the ultimate theater educational experience - 65 million years in the making! Meet and inter-
act with an eye-popping collection of amazingly life-like dinosaurs from Australia and other creatures that 
will thrill students. Erth’s puppets are so extraordinarily realistic you may feel the urge to run and hide 
http://www.bsoinc.com/roster/erths-dinosaur-zoo-live/  
 

The American Revolution presented by Theatre Unspeakable 

November 7-8, 2016 
Suggested Grades: 4-6 | Piper Theater     (Seating limited to 185 per school.) 
History in 50 minutes--seven actors, two feet off the ground, share 21 square feet of space to recreate the 
entire American fight for independence from Lexington to Yorktown. Using only the actor's bodies, voices 
and (pantomimed) cannons, the show evokes an epic time period in American history. Combining tongue-in-
cheek humor with a dash of derring-do, "The American Revolution" displays Theater Unspeakable's rowdy 
brand of bare-boned and imaginative physical theater.                                                                                       
http://shawentertainment.com/theater-unspeakable/ 
 

Elephant & Piggie’s We are in a Play! presented by The Kennedy Center 

November 14-15, 2016 
Suggested Grades: K-3 | Ikeda Theater     (Seating limited to 300 per school.) 
In this vaudevillian romp of a musical based on Mo Willems's children's books, Elephant Gerald and Piggie 
sing and dance their way through plenty of pachydermal peril and swiney suspense, backed by nutty backup 
singers The Squirrelles. Elephant Gerald is an elephant: lumbering, formally attired, prone to melancholy. 
Piggie is (what else!) a piggie: perky, smiley, and full of fun. Total opposites? No way! In Mo Willems's be-
loved, award-winning, best-selling children's books, Elephant Gerald and Piggie are best friends!            
http://shawentertainment.com/the-kennedy-centers-elephant-and-piggie/ 
 
 

SPRING SEMESTER 
Story Pirates presented by Story Pirates 
February 13-14, 2017  
Suggested grades: K-4 | Ikeda Theater       (Seating limited to 300 per school.)  
Kids Write Stories. We Act Them Out. Story Pirates is an amazing celebration of the words and ideas of the 
kids in our city!  This show will feature stories written by kids from all around the country and written by kids 
in the audience.  Collected stories, written by kids who will attend the show, are turned into musical num-
bers and sketches!                                                                                                                                                      
http://shawentertainment.com/story-pirates/ 
 

Peter Rabbit presented by Enchantment Theatre Company 
April 6-7, 2017  
Suggested grades: K-3 | Ikeda Theater       (Seating limited to 300 per school.)  
In celebration of Beatrix Potter’s 150th birthday anniversary, Enchantment Theatre Company, in collabora-
tion with the Estate of Beatrix Potter and Penguin Books UK, brings her captivating stories to life. Using fan-
tastic masks, whimsical puppets, gorgeous scenery and original music, the magical, marvelous world of Beat-
rix Potter comes alive on stage.                                                                                                                                
http://www.bsoinc.com/roster/peter-rabbit-tales/ 

MESA ARTS CENTER PERFORMANCES 

Use the links to view videos of the performances! 

http://www.bsoinc.com/roster/erths-dinosaur-zoo-live/
http://shawentertainment.com/theater-unspeakable/
http://shawentertainment.com/the-kennedy-centers-elephant-and-piggie/
http://shawentertainment.com/story-pirates/
http://www.bsoinc.com/roster/peter-rabbit-tales/


IN-SCHOOL PERFORMANCES 

Prices 

vary by 

performer 

 

Prices are 

for Single/

Double/

Triple 

shows at 

one 

school 

 

Seating 

limit 300 

 

Shows 

geared 

towards 

specific 

grade 

levels 

 

 

IN-SCHOOL  

SHOWS 

Storybook Tales and The Legend of Sleepy Hollow - Bright Star Touring Theater  

September 19– September 30, 2016          
Suggested Grades: Storybook Tales K-3, The Legend of Sleepy Hollow 4-6  
 
Storybook Tales:  Pinocchio & Robin Hood -   Our hilarious actors will have your young audience laughing 
in the aisles with this production of Pinocchio and Robin Hood. Packed with audience interaction, this 45-
minute adventure is brimming with character education lessons, audience participation and plenty of puns 
to bring these literary classics to life in an unforgettable fashion.  https://youtu.be/WBlh_tQIhQ8 
 
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow:  Our hilarious version of this literary classic returns just in time for fall. Join 
bumbling Ichabod Crane, beautiful Katrina Van Tassel and bullying Brom Bones as they bring to life this 
Washington Irving classic. This is even credited as being America’s first work of fiction! Your young audi-
ence will love seeing fellow volunteers and one unsuspecting teacher join the actors on-stage for an im-
promptu Sleepy Hollow Choir practice. The most exciting part is the anticipated arrival of our (not-so-scary) 
Headless Horseman!  https://youtu.be/2ibaM8FhmtU 
 
 

The Grumpiest Boy in the World - Childsplay, Inc.  

October 25 – November 1, and November 9-10, 2016      
Suggested Grades: K-6 
 
Zachary’s height is exactly the height of an average boy for his average age. Zachary’s hair lies exactly the 
way, of an average boys on an average day. And when he dreams at night, Zachary dreams the most aver-
age dreams. Because Zachary Briddling... is awfully middling. And it makes him so grumpy! Zachary wants 
to be different. So he thinks of all the other places out there -- filled with giants, and miniatures, and hairy 
things, and flying things -- places where he would not be middling at all. And so he sets out... to stand out. 
The Grumpiest Boy in the World is a playful escapade of the imagination celebrating ordinariness and ex-
traordinariness -- and the grumpiness that can come from thinking we have too much of one, or not 
enough of the other. (Video pending) 

 
The Character Show -  Razzle Bam Boom  

November 14-18, 2016     
Suggested Grades: K-6 
 
Engaging elementary school presenter Obediah Thomas  performs a “Character Counts” (Six Pillars of Char-
acter, trademark Josephson Institute)  assembly using humor, music and storytelling  to educate and moti-
vate elementary school students about trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, citizenship, 
and bullying. 
https://youtu.be/oVr18lk2pfE 

 
Donna Washington Storyteller -  DWWashington Storyteller  

November 28 – December 2, 2016       
Suggested Grades: K-6 
 
From the minute Donna Washington steps on the stage she holds the audience spellbound. As a child she 
traveled all over with world with her parents. Her father would sit at the dinner table and spin the wildest 
yarns imaginable. He taught her Arthurian Legend and Greek Mythology by telling the stories in the first 
person. She thought he had actually been with Merlin and Oedipus believed him to be thousands of years 
old. From his stories and her family’s extensive travels she learned about different people, places and of 

course, learned their stories.   https://youtu.be/roGcGfUAe6k 

 

 



IN-SCHOOL PERFORMANCES (Continued) 
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IN-SCHOOL  

SHOWS 

Opera 50 and Opera 101 combo  -OR- Renaissance Reborn  - Opera-Antics 

January 17, 19, 24, February 7, 9, March 7, 21, 23, 2017  
Suggested Grades: Opera 50 K-3, Opera 101 4-6,  -OR-    Renaissance Reborn K-6  
 
Opera 50: Opera presented in an easy, amusing way that is comfortable for young children. Handpicked 
music specifically geared to ages K – 3rd grade, including some favorite Disney tunes.  Our show will ignite 
children’s imaginations, open their eyes to the opera world and encourage them to fall in love with live 
performance. 
 
Opera 101: Talented singers will lead a class through the terminology and traditions of opera with an em-
phasis on fun. This is Opera-Antics' most requested program, and is sure to change attitudes about opera.  
https://youtu.be/nBm1gvwqPSM 
 
Renaissance Reborn: Take a bit of history, music, opera singers, a royal court, stockades, a sword fight,  a 
few twists and lots of laughs and what do you get? Why the Renaissance Reborn of course!  Once again 
Showcase Opera-Antics familiarizes students with opera by putting the emphasis on FUN and audience 
participation. This popular program is sure to change attitudes about opera.                                            

 
Think Bigg - Trent Arterberry  

January 30 - February 3   
Suggested Grades: K-6 
 
By turns, Arterberry fills the stage with a collection of intriguing characters. Roboman discovers the lim-
its—and extraordinary reaches—of his own body. Scuba Dude fends off sharks in a slow-motion undersea 
adventure, only to nearly succumb to the pain of a broken heart. The three-foot-tall human puppet, Mr. 
Bigg, dances to a dizzying medley of musical styles from rap to Russian folk music. Through it all, Arterber-
ry’s remarkable physical skills and irrepressible playfulness alternately inspire waves of laughter and 
amazement.  http://www.trentshow.com/bigg.html 
 

Interrupting Vanessa - Childsplay, Inc.  

February 21 - March 3, 2017    
Suggested Grades: 1-6 (1st grade WITH PREP) 
 
Vanessa’s  mother calls Vanessa’s beloved collection of stuff a “pile of junk”. Vanessa uses her stuff to cre-
ate inventions and to make up stories. Alone in her room, Vanessa gets carried away by her imagination, 
telling knock, knock jokes with her made up father and creating elaborate stories about things like receiv-
ing a gold medal from the president and having a ranch with bucking broncos. Her mother finally gets her 
attention only to make a horrible announcement: Timmy Fibbins is coming over to play. Vanessa is morti-
fied because no one talks to Timmy at school and he has a tendency to throw up after eating peanut butter 
sandwiches. Her dad reminds her that no one talks to her, either. He also decides that it’s time for him to 
leave. At first Vanessa protests  but once Timmy arrives and starts talking things aren’t so bad. Timmy likes 
Vanessa’s junk, laughs at her jokes, and doesn’t laugh at her inventions. And he’s a great audience for her 
wildly imaginative stories, most of which are not at all true. In the end, Vanessa makes a new friend and a 
statement of truth: her dad died last year. Realizing she is never really alone, she lets her dad go to “live on 
the ranch and ride the broncos.”  (Video pending) 
 

The Sword in the Stone - The Grail Theatre of Britain.  

May 8 - 12 2017   
Suggested Grades: K-6 
 
Underachieving schoolboy Michael Pendragon is transported back through time into the shoes of his leg-
endary ancestor, King Arthur.  Now it’s up to him to harness the bravery of Lancelot  and the magic of Mer-
lin to save the country from the evil clutches of Morgana the Witch. Classic mythical characters of British 
folklore come to life in a carnival of delights for children of all ages.    https://youtu.be/5Fxj74ucR7A 


