
COMING ATTRACTIONS!!! 

 

Mesa Public Schools  

Presents 

2017-2018 

Performing Arts Package 
 



 

 

 

Seating 

limits 

apply 

based on 

theater. 

 

 

MESA ARTS 

CENTER 

FALL SEMESTER 
 

Go Dog Go presented by Childsplay, Inc.  

September 19-20, 2017, 9:30 or 11:45 
Suggested Grades: K-2| Piper Theater        (Seating limited to 185 per school.) 
  
Go, Dog, Go! Brings the adventures of P.D Eastman’s book to life in a frolicking musical dog party. The cast 
of this beloved preschool favorite has gone to the dogs- with cars, hats, audience participation! Go, Dog, Go! 
is a musical romp full of surprises, color clowning, vaudeville, singing/barking, and of course six loveable 
dogs! 
https://www.holdenarts.org/go-dog-go 
 

Bill Blagg- The Science of Magic  
September 22, 2017, 9:30 or 11:45 
Suggested Grades: 2-6 | Piper Theater        (Seating limited to 185 per school.) 
 
The Science of Magic takes students on a rare, never-before-seen journey “behind the scenes” of the magic 
world. It is designed to excite, educate, intrigue and promote students to think “outside the box” and spawn 
their curiosity about how science and the Scientific Method are used by magicians to create the impossible! 
http://www.billblagg.com/       http://shawentertainment.com/bill-blagg-2/    
 

NGL- Beauty and the Bizarre  Anand Varma | Natural History Photographer 

November 16, 2017 | 10:15AM 
Suggested Grades: TBD | Ikeda Theater       (Seating limited to 300 per school)  
 
Be amazed at the world’s smallest wonders. Biologist turned photographer Anand Varma shares dramatic, 
bizarre, and beautiful images to reveal the secret world of the miniature life around us. Students will see 
natural history come into microscopic focus, from a parasitic wasp consuming a caterpillar, to the secret life 
cycle of a honeybee, and the lighting-fast behaviors of hummingbirds. 
Themes: animals, biology, science, photography, geography 
 

SPRING SEMESTER 
 

How I Became a Pirate presented by Dallas Children’s Theater  

January 29-30, 2018 |9:30AM & 11:45AM  
Suggested Grades: K-5 | Ikeda Theater     (Seating limited to 300 per school)  
 
AARRGH! Sail off on swashbuckling musical excursions as young Jeremy Jacobs joins Captain Braid Beard’s 
band of comical pirates and searches for the perfect spot to bury their treasure. Jeremy finds fun and adven-
ture on the high seas, but he soon learns that home and family are treasures you can’t find on any map!       
https://www.holdenarts.org/how-i-became-a-pirate  
 

Moon Shoot  presented by Theatre Unspeakable 

February 12-13, 2018 | 9:30AM & 11:45AM  

Suggested Grades: 4-6 | Piper Theater     (Seating limited to 185 per school ) 
 
Biggest Story, Smallest Stage. To recreate the story of America’s Apollo 11 lunar landing, seven actors 
squeeze onto a 21-square foot stage nearly as tight as the NASA’s original Mercury capsules. Using only their 
bodies and their voices, this astounding troupe of actors brings to life one of the most daring times in the 
history of human exploration; the space Race, From the Cold War to Sputnik, from Yuri Gagarin to Neil Arm-
strong, this action-packed show brings the company’s tongue-in-cheek humor to a whole new atmosphere-
one where the rules of gravity no longer apply.  

MESA ARTS CENTER PERFORMANCES 

Use the links to view videos of the performances! 

https://www.holdenarts.org/go-dog-go
http://www.billblagg.com/
http://shawentertainment.com/bill-blagg-2/
https://www.holdenarts.org/how-i-became-a-pirate
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based on 
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MESA ARTS 

CENTER 

SPRING SEMESTER (Continued) 
 

NGL- Between River and Rim: Hiking the Grand Canyon 
Peter McBride  -  Photographer and Filmmaker,   Kevin Fedarko - Writer 
March 1, 2018 | 10:15AM 
Suggested Grades: TBD | Ikeda Theater      (Seating limited to 300 per school) 
 
To share the Grand Canyon’s uncharted glory and shed light on the myriad threats it faces, writer Kevin Fe-
darko and photographers/filmmaker Pete Mcbride set off an audacious and demanding adventure this year: 
to transect the length of the canyon. 
 

The Gruffalo 
March 19, 2018 | 9:30AM & 11:45AM  

Suggested Grades: K-3 |Piper Theater     (Seating limited to 185 per school ) 
 
Join Mouse on a daring adventure through the deep, dark wood in Tall Stories’ magical, musical adaptation 
of the classic picture book by Julia Donaldson & Axel Scheffler. Searching for hazelnuts, Mouse meets the 
cunning Fox, the eccentric old Owl and the party mad Snake. Will the story of the terrifying Gruffalo save 
Mouse from ending up as dinner for these hungry woodland creatures? After all, there’s no such thing as a 
Gruffalo-is there?      https://www.holdenarts.org/the-gruffalo  
 

Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra Jazz for Young People 
March 26, 2018| 10:15AM   
Suggested Grades: 4-6 | Piper Theater      (Seating limited to 185 per school) 
 
This exciting young people’s concert is filled with dazzling jazz artistry from The Jazz at Lincoln Center Or-
chestra.  Comprised of 15 of the finest soloists and ensemble players of today, Jazz at Lincoln Center Orches-
tra has been the resident orchestra of Jazz at Lincoln center since 1988.  These narrated hour-long concerts 
include jazz ensembles and interactive performances for your students.  

MESA ARTS CENTER PERFORMANCES 

Use the links to view videos of the performances! 

https://www.holdenarts.org/the-gruffalo


IN-SCHOOL PERFORMANCES 

Prices 

vary by 

performer 

 

Prices are 

for Single/

Double/

Triple 

shows at 

one 

school 

 

Seating 

limit 300 

 

Shows 

geared 

towards 

specific 

grade 

levels 

 

 

IN-SCHOOL  

SHOWS 

Professor Parsnips and Choices: the Game show of Life - Bright Star Touring Theater  

September 18– September 29, 2017                                       
Suggested Grades: Professor Parsnips K-3,  Choices: The Game show of Life  4-6  
 
Professor Parsnips -   Wacky Professor Parsnip takes your young audiences on an adventure through sci-
ence–while teaching lessons on how to make good choices related to diet, exercise and environment along 
the way. Exciting science experiments from the lab of Professor Parsnip reinforce healthy habits and good 
character traits. Interactive and fun, this year’s production features a variety of brand new and even more 
impressive science experiments.   https://youtu.be/kyrRW37NzvY 
 
Choices: The Game Show of Life - Life is all about choices, but sometimes it’s hard to think through how 
choices might affect us in the long term. To spend, or save? Healthy lunch, or greasy fast food? Go for a 
walk, or take a nap? In this highly interactive game show style program, students will see how their choices 
- from what to study to who to hang out with - affect their life. Want to win at the game of life? No prob-
lem! It’s YOUR choice!   
 

The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (Abridged) - Southwest Shakespeare Co 

October 2, 4, 23, 25, 30, November 6, 8  
January 8, 10, 12, 31, February 5, 7, 9, 16,  March 5, 7, 21, 23          
Suggested Grades: K-6   Morning shows only. 
 
All 37 of William Shakespeare's plays in 45 minutes! Three madcap actors in tights weave their wicked way 
through all of Shakespeare’s comedies, histories, and tragedies in one wild ride that will leave students 
breathless and helpless with laughter. A dynamic, fast-paced romp through the Bard’s plays, THE COM-
PLETE WORKS OF WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE (ABRIDGED) was London’s longest-running comedy. 
 

Story Theatre - Mesa Community College 

October 27, November 3, 17     
Suggested Grades: K-6 
 
Paul Sills’s Story Theatre is a rousing, fun-filled presentation of oft-told children’s tales taken from the 
Grimm Brothers’ Fairytales and Aesop’s Fables such as The Golden Goose, Henny Penny, The Bremen Town 
Musicians, The Fisherman & his Wife and The Master Thief. This creatively staged series of brief vignettes 
will engage the young and spark the joyful memories of the young-at-heart. Paul Sills is the founding mind 
behind Chicago’s famous Second City Improv and the son of the founder of modern improvisational thea-
tre, Viola Spolin. 
 

The Character Show -  Razzle Bam Boom  

November 13-17      
Suggested Grades: K-6 
 
Engaging elementary school presenter Obediah Thomas  performs a “Character Counts” (Six Pillars of Char-
acter, trademark Josephson Institute)  assembly using humor, music and storytelling  to educate and moti-
vate elementary school students about trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, citizenship, 
and bullying.   https://youtu.be/oVr18lk2pfE 
 

Tomas and the Library Lady -  Childsplay, Inc.  

November 28 – December 1 and December 11 - 14         
Suggested Grades: K-6 
 
Tomás loves stories! Papa Grande tells them to him todas las noches but soon Tomás knows all of them by 
heart. One day while his family is in Iowa picking crops, Tomás meets the Library Lady and nothing is ever 
the same again. Based on the true story of Tomás Rivera and the book by Pat Mora, this play is a celebra-
tion of reading, imagination and creativity.     https://youtu.be/H3pgTw9nTKo  

 

https://youtu.be/H3pgTw9nTKo


IN-SCHOOL PERFORMANCES (Continued) 
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IN-SCHOOL  

SHOWS 

Think Bigg - Trent Arterberry  

December 4 - 8   
Suggested Grades: K-6 
 
By turns, Arterberry fills the stage with a collection of intriguing characters. Roboman discovers the lim-
its—and extraordinary reaches—of his own body. Scuba Dude fends off sharks in a slow-motion undersea 
adventure, only to nearly succumb to the pain of a broken heart. The three-foot-tall human puppet, Mr. 
Bigg, dances to a dizzying medley of musical styles from rap to Russian folk music. Through it all, Arterber-
ry’s remarkable physical skills and irrepressible playfulness alternately inspire waves of laughter and 
amazement.  http://www.trentshow.com/bigg.html 
 

A Journey to West Africa -  Sankofa Island Magic (Keith Johnson)  

January 22 – 26         
Suggested Grades: K-6 
 
The journey to West Africa begins with performances of traditional songs from Nigeria sung in the Yoruba 
language. The journey continues with African folklore and dance using musical instruments native to West 
Africa. Just when you think you’ve heard it all the magic of sound will transport you to a tropical rain for-
est. Audience and performers will come together, using seed pods, rain sticks and cocoons, to recreate the 
sounds of rain forest birds, frogs, waterfalls, and rain showers. The show ends with Chakaba, an African 
stilt dancer standing 12 feet tall, and students dancing to an array of drums played by performers and fac-
ulty members. This is a journey you don’t want to miss!  
 

 Maddi’s Fridge -  Childsplay, Inc.  

February 20 – March 2          
Suggested Grades: K-6 
 
Best friends Sofia and Maddi live in the same neighborhood, go to the same school, and play in the same 
park. But when Sofia learns a secret about Maddi’s fridge, she’s faced with a difficult decision:  to keep her 
promise or tell her parents about Maddi’s empty fridge. Based on the book by Lois Brandt, this heartwarm-
ing and hilarious play is a story about honesty, sensitivity and instilling important lessons in friendship, em-
pathy and helping others! 
 

The Sword in the Stone  or Robin Hood - The Grail Theatre of Britain 

May 7 - 11     
Suggested Grades: K-6 
 
The sword in the Stone -  Underachieving schoolboy Michael Pendragon is transported back through time 
into the shoes of his legendary ancestor, King Arthur.  Now it’s up to him to harness the bravery of Lance-
lot  and the magic of Merlin to save the country from the evil clutches of Morgana the Witch. Classic mythi-
cal characters of British folklore come to life in a carnival of delights for children of all ages.    https://
youtu.be/5Fxj74ucR7A 
 
Robin Hood -  The mysterious hooded outlaw, Robin of Loxley, his band of “Merry Men”, and Maid Marian 
join forces to inspire the poor to rise up against their oppressor, the greedy Sheriff of Nottingham. Using 
humor, ingenuity and lots of disguises, The Grail Theatre of Britain retells the classic story of Robin Hood, 
his Merry Men and their triumph over the villains of Nottingham.  

 


