
COMING ATTRACTIONS!!! 

 

Mesa Public Schools  

Presents 

2018-2019 

Performing Arts Package 
 



 

 

Seating 

limits 

apply 

based on 

theater. 

 

 

MESA ARTS 

CENTER 

FALL SEMESTER 
 

Tomas and the Library Lady presented by Childsplay, Inc.  

September 18, 2018 @ 11:45AM,   September 19, 2018 @ 9:30AM.  
Suggested Grades: K-5| Piper Theater        (Seating limited to 175 per school.) 
  
Tomás loves stories and Papa Grande tells them to him todas las noches! One day while his family is in Iowa 
picking crops, Tomás meets the Library Lady and nothing is ever the same again. Soon his imagination takes 
off as he reads book after book, discovering a world filled with dinosaurs, tigers, and explorers! Based on the 
true story of Tomás Rivera and the book by Pat Mora, Childsplay brings back this favorite play with music 
celebrating reading, imagination and creativity.  
https://www.holdenarts.org/tomas-and-the-library-lady 
 

Luma 
September 24, 2018, 9:30 or 11:45AM               
Suggested Grades: K-5 | Ikeda Theater (Seating limited to 200 per school @ 9:30 show/300 per school @ 
11:45 show.) 
 
Luma is an exhilarating light spectacle that captures the audiences’ imagination by using the dark as the can-
vas and light as the brush to create colorful illusions by combining rhythmic gymnastics, dance, magic, pup-
petry, and physics with well-coordinated motion. It is an experience that will leave you mesmerized and full 
of wonder.  
https://www.belenzon.com/p/luma/                  http://lumatheater.com/ 
 

SPRING SEMESTER 
 

Danny Carmo Mathematical Mysteries 
January 22 – 23, 2019 | *9:30 & 11:45AM   (*Wednesday,  January 23rd 9:30 performance only) 

Suggested Grades: 2 – 6 | Ikeda Theatre         (Seating limited to 300 per school) 

Prepare to be amazed, dazzled and bewildered by this spectacular show where math, theatre and digital 

technology collide to create a fun and interactive performance proving that understanding math can be 

fun! Meet Danny Carmo –  it’s not so long ago that he thought school and, in particular, math wasn’t for 

him. He was more interested in dreaming about a future on the stage and perhaps the big screen – all he 

ever wanted to be was a famous magician. But when he knuckled down to learn all the tricks of the trade he 

realized that math was not only essential… it was the SECRET to a whole load of magic. 

https://www.holdenarts.org/danny-carmos-mathematical-mysteries 
 

Dallas Children’s Theater – Diary of a Worm, a Spider, and a Fly 
February 4 – 5, 2019 | 9:30 & 11:45AM 

Suggested Grades: K - 5 Ikeda Theater      (Seating limited to 300 per school) 

The coolest ever rock-n-roll romp in a bug's world, capturing all the droll humor and whimsy of the wildly 

popular books. Insects rule in the diaries of unlikely best friends: Worm, Spider and Fly. Worm eats his 

homework, Fly believes she has superpowers, and Spider can’t wait to grow up and molt. Promoting eco-

consciousness, earth science and tolerance of others, DIARY OF A WORM, A SPIDER, AND A FLY is a joyful, 

hip musical exploration of the world outside... You might just find that a bug’s life is not all that different 

from your own! Based on the books Diary of a Worm, Diary of a Spider, and Diary of a Fly, written by Doreen 

Cronin, New York Times bestselling author of Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type, a Caldecott Honor Book; 

and Giggle, Giggle, Quack.     https://www.holdenarts.org/diary-of-a-worm-a-spider-and-a-fly 

MESA ARTS CENTER PERFORMANCES 

Use the links to view videos of the performances! 

https://www.holdenarts.org/tomas-and-the-library-lady
https://www.belenzon.com/p/luma/
http://lumatheater.com/
https://www.holdenarts.org/danny-carmos-mathematical-mysteries
https://www.holdenarts.org/diary-of-a-worm-a-spider-and-a-fly


 

 

Seating 

limits 

apply 

based on 

theater. 

 

 

MESA ARTS 

CENTER 

SPRING SEMESTER (Continued) 
 

Emily Brown and the Thing  

March 18 – 19, 2019| 9:30 & 11:45AM 

Suggested Grades: K – 3    Piper Theater      (Seating limited to 175 per school) 

One evening, Emily Brown and her old grey rabbit Stanley hear a Thing crying outside their window. The 

poor Thing just can’t get to sleep, so Emily Brown and Stanley set off on incredible adventures to the Dark 

and Scary Wood, the Whirling Wastes and beyond, to find the Thing’s cuddly, his bedtime milk, and his med-

icine... but nothing seems to help him settle. What’s really troubling the Thing, and will anyone ever get to 

sleep?  Parents and children the world over will recognize all the bizarre excuses a child can make to keep 

the light on and a parent in the room at bedtime, and this story has a gentle message that there's really no 

need to be scared of 'Things' in the night. Touching on themes of fear, bravery and adventure, this produc-

tion has great songs, clever puppets, and characters that audiences of all ages will adore. Join us for this 

magical musical show, based on the much-loved book by Cressida Cowell (writer of 'How to Train your Drag-

on') and Neal Layton. 

https://www.holdenarts.org/emily-brown-and-the-thing 
 

Magic Tree House: Showtime with Shakespeare 
March 21 – 22, 2019 | 9:30 & 11:45AM 

Suggested Grades: 1+ | Piper Theater        (Seating limited to 175 per school) 

A new theatrical production based on the Magic Tree House adventure Stage Fright on a Summer 

Night by The New York Times bestselling author Mary Pope Osborne. The show must go on! That’s what 

Jack and Annie learn when the Magic Tree House whisks them back to Elizabethan England. There, the dar-

ing sibling duo meets William Shakespeare himself—one of the greatest writers of all time! Based on the 

critically-acclaimed book series by Mary Pope Osborne, this tuneful tale is a hip-hop hit with kids and grown-

ups alike.  

http://shawentertainment.com/magic-tree-house-showtime-shakespeare/ 
 

The American Revolution presented by Theatre Unspeakable  
April 1 – 2, 2019 | 9:30 & 11:45AM 

Suggested Grades: 5-12 | Piper Theater        (Seating limited to 175 per school) 

History in 50 minutes--seven actors, two feet off the ground, share 21 square feet of space to recreate the 

entire American fight for independence from Lexington to Yorktown. Using only the actor's bodies, voices 

and (pantomimed) cannons, the show evokes an epic time period in American history. Combining tongue-in-

cheek humor with a dash of derring-do, "The American Revolution" displays Theater Unspeakable's rowdy 

brand of bare-boned and imaginative physical theater. 

http://shawentertainment.com/theater-unspeakable/ 

MESA ARTS CENTER PERFORMANCES 

Use the links to view videos of the performances! 

https://www.holdenarts.org/emily-brown-and-the-thing
http://shawentertainment.com/magic-tree-house-showtime-shakespeare/
http://shawentertainment.com/theater-unspeakable/


IN-SCHOOL PERFORMANCES 

Prices 

vary by 

performer 

 

Prices are 

for Single/

Double/

Triple 

shows at 

one 

school 

 

Seating 

limit 300 

 

Shows 

geared 

towards 

specific 

grade 

levels 

 

 

IN-SCHOOL  

SHOWS 

The Lion’s Whiskers -  Catskill Puppet Company 

September 24  – October 4, 2018          
Suggested Grades: K-6 
 
A delightful musical adaptation of a traditional Ethiopian folktale, this show features a charming cast of 
human characters as well as our favorite African animals! When lonely Minya marries a widowed man with 
a son, she goes to a Wise Man for advice. He tells her that in order to win the heart of the little boy she 
must first pluck three whiskers from a Wild Lion! In doing so she not only finds the courage to tame the 
lion, but also the secret to gaining the love of her new family. The show features a multitude of masks and 
puppets ranging from three quarter life-sized to gigantic and is highlighted with shadow puppetry and orig-
inal songs. 
 

A Journey to West Africa -  Sankofa Island Magic (Keith Johnson)  

October 26, November 2, 9, 16, December 14, 2018 / February 8, 15, 22, 2019     
Suggested Grades: K-6 
 
The journey to West Africa begins with performances of traditional songs from Nigeria sung in the Yoruba 
language. The journey continues with African folklore and dance using musical instruments native to West 
Africa. Just when you think you’ve heard it all the magic of sound will transport you to a tropical rain for-
est. Audience and performers will come together, using seed pods, rain sticks and cocoons, to recreate the 
sounds of rain forest birds, frogs, waterfalls, and rain showers. The show ends with Chakaba, an African 
stilt dancer standing 12 feet tall, and students dancing to an array of drums played by performers and fac-
ulty members. This is a journey you don’t want to miss!  
 

 The Girl who Swallowed a Cactus -  Childsplay, Inc.  

November 19 - 21 and November 26 -30, 2018      
Suggested Grades: K-6 
 
When school is out, there’s nothing to do and the desert sun beats down hot, Sheila and her friends find 
themselves in search of something – anything – interesting to explore. So when a walking, talking, and sur-
prisingly well-dressed coyote shows up, the kids find themselves on the adventure of a lifetime! Filled with 
magical realism and surprises at every turn, this funny story of friendship and imagination will bring the 
desert landscape to life. 
 

All that Trash-  Razzle Bam Boom  

December 3-7, 2018      
Suggested Grades: K-6 
The musical-comedy All That Trash features the characters: "Professor Mark" and "Regular Guy Obediah". 
Faced with the problems of wasted natural resources and too much garbage, The Professor helps Obediah 
discover solutions such as reducing, reusing, recycling, and rethinking the future. The performers use song, 
humor, and audience participation to communicate and demonstrate concepts about conservation and 
science.    https://youtu.be/QSBg_myITfs  
 

Donna Washington Storyteller -  DLW Story Teller  

January 7 – 11, 2019        
Suggested Grades: K-6 
 
From the minute Donna Washington steps on the stage she holds the audience spellbound. As a child she 
traveled all over with world with her parents. Her father would sit at the dinner table and spin the wildest 
yarns imaginable. He taught her Arthurian Legend and Greek Mythology by telling the stories in the first 
person. She thought he had actually been with Merlin and Oedipus believed him to be thousands of years 
old. From his stories and her family’s extensive travels she learned about different people, places and of 
course, learned their stories.   https://youtu.be/roGcGfUAe6k 

 



IN-SCHOOL PERFORMANCES (Continued) 

Prices 

vary by 

performer 

 

Prices are 

for Single/

Double/

Triple 

shows at 

one 

school 

 

Seating 

limit 300 

 

Shows 

geared 

towards 

specific 

grade 

levels 

 

 

IN-SCHOOL  

SHOWS 

SWift Shakespeare  - Southwest Shakespeare Co 

February 25 - March 1, 2019     
Suggested Grades: K-6  
 
Three friends, a Shakespeare know-it-all, a Shakespeare novice, and a Shakespeare skeptic all get together 
to discuss the world of Shakespeare.  Blending some of Shakespeare's most famous words, the history of 
the man himself, lessons on how to perform Shakespeare's words, and a brief taste of the Southwest 
Shakespeare Mainstage offerings, SWift Shakespeare is a non-stop adventure into the world of Shake-
speare!  **show will include audience participation, as well as selections from "the hits" Romeo and Juliet, 
Hamlet, Midsummer as well as material from the SSC mainstage season: Pericles; Prince of Tyre, As You 
Like It, and The Taming of the Shrew and even a nod to Mary Shelly's Frankenstein** 
 

Acts of Character -  Razzle Bam Boom  

March 25 - 29, 2019      
Suggested Grades: K-6 
 
The Razzle Bam Boom duo (Mark Beckwith and Obediah Thomas) now has an exciting new production to 
support your school's character building/life skills efforts. Mark and Obediah have taken their best interac-
tive segments from their most successful programs that involve your students onstage in role playing. In a 
fun way, your kids will help demonstrate such acts of character as kindness, never giving up 
(perseverance), being responsible, citizenship, and saying no to bullying.   https://youtu.be/rOt0aP_PYG8 
 

 Professor Smart’s Fun with Physics -  Jest in Time. 

April 29 - May 3, 2019           ( 
Suggested Grades: K-6 
 
Professor Smart shrinks his head, has toilet paper flying, juggles and has the audience’s hair standing on 
end all while demonstrating the principals of physics. He’ll cover everything from particle theory to gravity 
and air resistance, from how wings work to the laws of motion. The basic idea is to do cool stuff and then 
explain how it works. It is a great combination of comedy and science! This wacky show is easily tailored to 
different age groups. 
 

 Maddi’s Fridge -  Childsplay, Inc.  

May 6 - May 10, 2019         
Suggested Grades: K-6 
 
Best friends Sofia and Maddi live in the same neighborhood, go to the same school, and play in the same 
park. But when Sofia learns a secret about Maddi’s fridge, she’s faced with a difficult decision:  to keep her 
promise or tell her parents about Maddi’s empty fridge. Based on the book by Lois Brandt, this heartwarm-
ing and hilarious play is a story about honesty, sensitivity and instilling important lessons in friendship, em-
pathy and helping others! 
 
 
 

 


