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Customizing Chrome: 
Changing Download Behavior 

Welcome to the Google Chrome for Mesa Public Schools video tutorial series. 

This tutorial is titled Customizing Chrome - Changing Download Behavior and 

is intended to provide a brief overview of how to change Chrome’s default 

behavior when downloading files from the Web. 

 

By default, Chrome saves all downloads to a Downloads folder in your “My 

Documents” folder. When you click on a download link, a special downloads 

toolbar is opened at the bottom of the browser window. 

 

The download toolbar will show you the progress of your current download. 

Once complete, the downloaded file will remain as a button on the download 

toolbar. 

 

To launch the downloaded file, simply click on the button in the download 

toolbar. 

 

There is also a small drop-down arrow on the right-hand side of the button. 

Selecting this drop-down arrow will open a menu with more options. 

 

To change any of this default behavior, click on the icon to the right of the 

address bar, in the upper right-hand corner of the window, and select 

“Settings”. 

 

Select “Show advanced settings...” at the bottom of the settings tab. 

 

Locate the section titled “Downloads”. 

 

To change where Chrome saves downloads, select “Change” from the right of 

the “Download location” setting. This will open a window where you can 

browse your computer to locate the folder where you would prefer to have 

your downloads collected. 

 

Select “OK”. 

 

If you do not want all of your downloads automatically saved to one location, 

then click on the checkbox next to “Ask where to save each file before 
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downloading”. 

 

With this setting in place, Chrome will prompt you every time you initiate a 

download to select a location on your computer to save the file. 

 

Close Chrome and then restart Chrome to test your new settings. 

 

We hope you have found this tutorial helpful. Be sure to check the Google 

Chrome Support Site for more tutorials detailing how to customize Chrome 

and take advantages of its powerful features. 


