
What’sHappening
Attend superintendent’s parent meeting

Michael Cowan, superintendent, invites all parents and
community members to a meeting of Mesa Parent Advocates for
Quality Schools. The topic is Helping Children Succeed in School.
It’s at 7 p.m. Oct. 20 in the Board Room, 549 N. Stapley Drive, Mesa.

The Mesa Parent Advocates for Quality Schools mission is to
help parents and residents become more knowledgeable about
educational issues and to advocate to decision-makers on behalf of
children.

Share your ideas on defining the future
The district’s new Defining the Future initiative is designed to

increase student achievement, provide more program choices,
maximize the efficient use of school facilities and encourage new
students to enroll in the district. Mesa Public Schools is:

• investigating different grade level models
• awaiting notification from the state about our application to
open up to three charter schools that could occupy existing
school buildings

• considering the expansion of current district programs, including
those with waiting lists

• studying the possibility of new academic offerings

Defining the Future Web pages, at www.mpsaz.org, feature an
overview, mission, vision,
objectives, frequently
asked questions, and
information on school
use and enrollment.

Information updates
and proposals will be
posted in the future.

Watch for community
meeting dates this fall.
And share your ideas via
the online survey.
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News briefs
• The new Parent Update, an
annual report on academic
achievement, is online. Go
to www.mpsaz.org/parents.
Click on “More Parent
Resources.”

• National Merit named 29
semifinalists representing all
six Mesa high schools. The
number is up from 25 last
year and 18 the year before.
District officials will honor
our 2010 semifinalists at the
Oct. 27 board meeting.

• For updates on flu and
emergency preparedness,
logon to www.mpsaz.org/
beprepared.
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Parent University
Free workshops sponsored

by Parent University focus on
such topics as:

• Building Success for Kids
With ADHD

•Anxiety, Test Taking, School
Work and Attendance

•Modern Dads: How Men’s
Lives Are Changing and
Why it Matters to Families

• Setting Limits Without Guilt
•Drug Trends

Preregister online. Logon to
www.mpsaz.org/parentu.

School Bus Safety Week is Oct. 19-23
Oct. 19-23, National School Bus Safety Week, is a time to remind

children and adults:

• Safety rules for students — on waiting for the bus, boarding the
bus, riding the bus, leaving the bus and crossing the road — are
published in the MPS Information and Guidelines handbook.

•Yellow flashing lights mean the bus is preparing to stop to load
or unload children. Motorists should slow down and prepare to
stop.

•Red flashing lights and an extended stop arm mean the bus has
stopped, and that children are getting on or off. Motorists must
stop and wait until the red lights stop flashing and the extended
stop sign is withdrawn before they start driving again.

•More information is online at www.mpsaz.org/transportation.

We provide more than 37,800 rides daily, totaling more than
6,804,720 rides during the school year. This doesn’t include field
trips, athletic trips or summer school. We average 34,500 miles a
day, for a total more than 6,210,000 miles a year.

Officials honor Employees of the Month
The school board, superintendent, friends and family were on

hand to surprise Employees of the Month at a board meeting.
Winners received certificates, co-workers’ tributes, and $400 and
up to three days off for
professional development.

The school district’s
September winners are:

•Rose Gamboa,
kindergarten teacher,
Holmes Elementary

•Eva Miller, principals'
secretary, Mesa Academy
for Advanced Studies

• Joel Saxen, fifth-grade
teacher, Red Mountain
Ranch Elementary

•Karen Skabelund,
registrar, Shepherd Junior
High

There’s no better place to learn.
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