
What’sHappening
Comment on District Calendar Options

This spring, the school board will approve calendars for the 2011-
12 and 2012-13 school years.

Calendar Options at a Glance
Option A: One-week October break, one-week spring break; Aug. 10-May 24,

2011-12; Aug. 8-May 23, 2012-13
Option B: Two-day October break, one-week spring break; Aug. 15-May 24,

2011-12; Aug. 13-May 23, 2012-13
Option C: Two-week October break, two-week spring break; July 27-May 24,

2011-12; July 30-May 29, 2012-13
Option D: (School starts after Labor Day) One-week October break, one-week

spring break; Sept. 6-June 20, 2011-12; Sept. 4-June 19, 2012-13

Logon to www.mpsaz.org for information and an online feedback
form. Or submit written comments to your school office, by e-mail to
info@mpsaz.org, or by fax to (480) 472-0227. You may also comment at
a public hearing. Watch for the date in your school newsletter.

You Count in Our Census 2010 Success
Every household will receive a form by mail in March. There are

only 10 questions. It’s the fastest form to fill out in history. And in these
tough economic times, our community is counting on it, because . . .

It’s critical! Completing your form will provide thousands of dollars
for local schools, libraries, hospitals, roads, parks, police and fire
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Kindergarten
Elementary schools are enrol-

ling children now for 2010-11
kindergarten classes. Please help
us remind other parents that it’s
time to register.

Free full-day kindergarten
will be available at all district
elementary schools.

The school board agreed that
full-day kindergarten is a corner-
stone to successful academics.

The board asked district
administration to keep full-day
kindergarten regardless of the
availability of state funding.

For the past three years, the
state has funded full-day kinder-
garten for all Arizona schools.

State legislators are discuss-
ing many budget cuts,

Continued on the other side

protection.
Over the 10-year

census time frame, Mesa
will lose $20,000 in
government funding for
every person who is not
counted.

Everyone’s participation
is important. Please don’t
hesitate, because . . .

It’s confidential! There
are no exceptions. By law,
no census information can
be shared with any govern-
ment agency or organization.
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Kindergarten, continued
including decreasing kindergar-
ten to a half day.

If the Legislature votes not
to fund full-day kindergarten,
Mesa Public Schools will lose
$16.6 million in funding.

The district will be required
to redirect money now used for
other budgetary items to
continue the current full-day
kindergarten model at the
district’s 57 elementary schools.

Open Enrollment
We will welcome students

from throughout the Valley to
our neighborhood schools, focus
schools and special programs.

Child Crisis Center Makes a Difference
The Child Abuse Prevention Fund would welcome a donation via

your Arizona Income Tax Return — line 44 on Form 140 and line 40 on
Form 140A. Community programs, such as Mesa’s Child Crisis Center,
receive funding to educate parents and keep kids safe. If you give a
little, it will help a lot.

Target Family Festival is free and open to the public. It will feature
carnival games, field games, inflatables, music, food, crafts and raffles.
The Child Crisis Center will provide information on positive parenting
and family relationships. The festival is 10 a.m.-1 p.m. March 20 at
Pioneer Park, 526 E. Main St., Mesa. Questions? Call (480) 834-9424.

Plan on MPS Summer School Programs
Elementary reading, math and special interest classes, for students

districtwide, will be June 3-30 at Crismon, Field, Red Mountain Ranch
and Wilson. The fee may be eligible for the Extracurricular Activity tax
credit. Please consult your tax adviser.
• Sponsor: Community Education, (480) 472-7250, www.mpsaz.org/commed

KidzCamp is a fun, safe, licensed child-care option that features
weekly educational themes, sports, art, speakers and field trips June 7-
Aug. 6 at Crismon, Field, Red Mountain Ranch and Wilson. Students
throughout the district are welcome.
• Sponsor: Community Education, (480) 472-0293, www.mpsaz.org/commed

Camp Invention, for students throughout MPS, will be June 7-11 at
Irving Elementary. Children will hone their creative-thinking skills in
science, technology, engineering and math. Register before March 31
or with a friend to receive a discount.
• Sponsor: Extended Learning, (480) 472-1690, www.mpsaz.org/elp

More summer school programs will be announced later this spring.

Information Abounds
Stay in touch with MPS via the

Web site — www.mpsaz.org. Informa-
tion is tailored for students, parents,
community members and employees.

Get the latest on news, registration,
programs and services, jobs, volunteer
opportunities, educational options,
events and school board action.

Our Web site will also put you in
touch with people whose customer-
service skills ensure the needs of our
students come first!

There’s no better place to learn.
Community Relations Department

63 E. Main St., #101, Mesa AZ 85201
(480) 472-0224

www.mpsaz.org


