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An A+ class

C R E A T E D  B Y  R E P U B L I C  C U S T O M  P U B L I S H I N G

Ishikawa Elementary School brought 
home a grade that would make any 
parent proud — an A+. !e Arizona 

Educational Foundation named the school 
a 2010 A+ School of Excellence. 

A"er pouring over in-depth applications, judges 
visited schools for a close look at campus life. Ishikawa’s 
winning combination is a caring and motivating learning 
environment where students achieve their personal best. 
!e reward? Each April, a handful of top schools 

receive $500, A+ banners and starring roles in the 
spotlight as models of e#ectiveness and best practices.

Before the school year begins, the Ishikawa faculty 
analyzes student achievement data to $nd strengths and 
weaknesses. Based on this information, teachers adapt 
lesson plans and instructional strategies to ensure all 
students master the material.

Ishikawa 
Elementary 
School earns 
A+ Award

Continued on Page 7

Start Smart — Learn More.  Be in school the first day and every day!
 www.mpsaz.org         E-mail: info@mpsaz.org          (480) 472-0000 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 
Wednesday, Aug. 11    

Jenny Uzelac gives a 
thumbs up to fourth-
grade students during 
a lesson at Ishikawa 
Elementary School. The 
Arizona Educational 
Foundation named the 
school a 2010 A+ School 
of Excellence. 
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Franklin West Elementary School students work on classroom assignments. As part of the Defining the Future initiatives, Franklin at Alma will open this 
month as the district’s fifth back-to-basics elementary school. Franklin, which started in 1977, is Arizona’s original back-to-basics program. 

Defining the Future changes underway

District and school sta# members worked 
throughout the spring and summer to 
implement the De$ning the Future initiatives 

approved by the Mesa Public Schools Governing Board. 
!e initiatives will assist the district in achieving three objectives:

 
student needs

 
and e%ciently 

Because several campuses were consolidated under the initiatives, the 
district anticipates saving $2.6 million per year in reduced overhead. As  
the board considered the recommendations in a transparent process, it 
received comments from community members during public meetings 
and through an online feedback form. Parents were informed via school 

!e De$ning the Future initiatives include the following changes,  
which will begin with the 2010-11 school year: 

Starting with the basics

1. Transfer ninth-graders to high school. 
Ninth-grade students will move from the 
junior highs to the high schools over a two-
year period. For 2010-11, Dobson, Skyline 
and Westwood high schools will serve grades 
9-12. !e remaining three high schools, Mesa, 

 
welcome ninth-graders beginning in 2011-12. 

2. Open the Mesa Education Center at the  
repurposed Powell Junior High. !e center 
will house two student programs, Crossroads 
and East Valley Academy, and the district’s 
Community Education Department. !e 
center will be available, with help from  
community partners, to provide programs 
and services for Mesa families. 

3. Open Franklin at Alma Elementary School 
as the district’s $"h back-to-basics elementary 
campus. 

4. Establish Summit Academy. Frost 
Elementary and neighboring Hendrix 
Junior High will be combined as the K-8 
Summit Academy. !e school is authorized 
by the International Baccalaureate 
Organization to provide the Primary and 
Middle Years Programme curriculum. 

5. Transfer the Early Education Center 
special education students to Jordan 
Elementary School.

6. Relocate students from McKellips  
Middle School and repurpose the building. 
Students in grades seven and eight will attend 

move to a school-within-a-school program  
at Brimhall Junior High. 

7. Relocate the Montessori program from  
Sunridge Learning Center to Pomeroy  
Elementary School.



After-school  
options begin with 
new school year

Blast boredom blues for the K-8 
crowd with after-school activities. 

The district’s Community Education 
Department will debut a menu of 
enrichment classes for elementary 
children and athletic activities for 
junior high students.

Elementary o!erings include chess, 
karate, hip hop, gymnastics, piano, 
drawing and cartooning. Classes 
will be o!ered at all schools. Fees 
will vary. 

Junior high students may participate 
in four sports seasons. Competitive 
teams will be available for eighth-
grade students, and developmental 
sports will be open to those in 
grades seven and eight, as follows:  

 – Competitive teams for 
wrestling (also open to seventh-
graders), boys basketball, girls 
soccer; developmental teams for 
boys basketball and girls soccer

– Competitive teams for 
cross country, girls softball and boys 
baseball; developmental teams for 
girls softball and boys baseball

– Competitive teams for 
cross country, flag football and girls 
volleyball; developmental teams for 
girls volleyball

– Competitive teams 
for track, girls basketball and boys 
soccer; developmental teams for 
girls basketball and boys soccer. 

The cost is $75 for each sport; 
however, there is no cost for 
track or cross country. Junior 
high athletics may qualify for the 
district’s Extracurricular Activity 
(ECA) program as an Arizona state 
tax credit to public schools.

Registration will begin Aug. 11,  
the first day of school. Watch  
your child’s backpack, the school 
newsletter or the district website  
for additional information.
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The Mesa Public Schools budget for  
2010-11 has shrunk by $25 million from 
the previous year. Employees will take 

two unpaid furlough days — for a savings of 
$2.6 million — and salaries will remain frozen 
for the second year. 

!e budget scenario could have been worse, if voters had not 
passed a temporary statewide sales tax May 11, Superintendent 
Michael Cowan said. 

Without the additional 1 cent sales tax, the district would 
have faced $50 million in cuts. !at proposal included increased 
class sizes, employee salary reductions and sta# layo#s.

About 90 percent of the $386 million maintenance and 
operations budget package for 2010-11 will fund employee 
salaries and bene$ts. !e remaining money will go toward 
utilities, supplies and insurance.   

Before the election, Dr. Cowan announced recommendations 
for two budgets to prepare for the passage or failure of the sales 
tax. Proposals with cuts of $25 million and $50 million were 
posted online in April for community review and comment. 
A"er the election, the Governing Board gave its consensus on 
the majority of the $25 million in Plan A adjustments

Two proposals were postponed for at least a year: a fee for 
high school sports that would bring an estimated $600,000 
in revenue and a ban on employee appliances that would save 
$300,000 in utility costs. !e board said that parents and 

sta# members would be paying additional sales tax to bene$t 
students and did not want to add another fee. However, the 
board did not rule out the possibility that the proposals could 
resurface as education faces further state funding reductions 
in 2011-12.

Another potential cut was tuition reimbursement for 
employees. However, the board felt strongly that continued 
professional development for sta# was a district priority. 
Tuition reimbursement will continue to be available for  
sta#, although the 2009-10 budget amount of $417,000  
will likely be reduced. 
!e 2010-11 budget reductions that total $25 million will 

come from the following: 
2009-10 midyear adjustments
Consolidating schools and reducing sta# through the 
De$ning the Future initiatives
Decreasing the annual contribution to the Employee 
Bene$t Trust
Eliminating freshman cross country and tennis
Suspending travel funds to employee associations

beginning-of-the-year professional development day
Imposing two furlough days for most employees.

Board approves budget package
INFORMATION: 

updates and more detailed budget reductions. 

Inspiring 
excellence
Barbara Carson 
encourages her students 
to be independent and 
smart thinkers. As a 
2010 Rodel Exemplary 
Teacher, she received 
$10,000 from the Rodel 
Foundation of Arizona. 
She will share her 
teaching strategies as a 
mentor to six promising 
student teachers over the 
next three years. Carson, 
a 26-year veteran 
educator, teaches English 
language development 
at Lindbergh Elementary 
School.

Defining the Future changes underway
4. Establish Summit Academy. Frost 

Elementary and neighboring Hendrix 
Junior High will be combined as the K-8 
Summit Academy. !e school is authorized 
by the International Baccalaureate 
Organization to provide the Primary and 
Middle Years Programme curriculum. 

5. Transfer the Early Education Center 
special education students to Jordan 
Elementary School.

6. Relocate students from McKellips  
Middle School and repurpose the building. 
Students in grades seven and eight will attend 

move to a school-within-a-school program  
at Brimhall Junior High. 

7. Relocate the Montessori program from  
Sunridge Learning Center to Pomeroy  
Elementary School.



We are nationally recognized  
for student achievement in  
academics, sports, creative  

and performing arts, and career and  
technical programs. !ese achievements 
are the result of hard-working students, 
caring teachers and a supportive parent 
community.

HERE ARE SOME HIGHLIGHTS  

FROM OUR 2009!10 SCHOOL YEAR: 

U.S. News and World Report magazine listed $ve 
district high schools in its 2010 report on America’s  
best high schools.

Education Week magazine named Mesa Public 
Schools one of 21 districts nationwide that beat the odds 
and exceeded expectations in graduation rates.

 
$nalists included three who earned a perfect 36 on the 
ACT college entrance exam.

 
Studies $elded 21 $rst-place winners at the Arizona 
Science and Engineering Fair. 

 In all, 96 percent of parents gave their schools an A+, 
A or B on the district’s 2010 Quality Service Survey.

Mesa Public 
Schools  
is an innovative, 
award-winning 
school district
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Fishing for knowledge
Red Mountain students monitor tilapia fish in an FFA aquaculture 
class. The school’s FFA teams in aquaculture, agronomy and wildlife 
management placed first in state competition.

State champions! 

bested Arizona’s No. 1 seed in an overtime match to win. Congratulations to Coach Tyler Dumas 



Mesa Public 
Schools  
is an innovative, 
award-winning 
school district
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 was designated a 2009 National  

, who coordinates the district’s Space 
Integration Module, won the Teacher Innovation Award 
from the national Public Broadcasting Service (PBS).

was named a 2010 
A+ School of Excellence by the Arizona Educational 
Foundation.

 selected Barbara Carson of 

Teacher.

 was named 
Middle School Teacher of the Year by the Arizona  
Science Teachers Association. 

 won the 
Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and 
Science Teaching. 

Trish Merrill received the Teaching Excellence Award 
from Southwest Automotive Engineers International 
and General Motors. 

 performed in 11 $rst-chair positions 
at the Arizona Band and Orchestra Directors 
Association concert. 

captured a state championship  
in girls basketball. 

, 
the 2010 Governor’s Volunteer Service Award and the 

 
championships in Academic Decathlon, DECA,  
track, and pom and cheer. Bill Mellyn was named  
Arizona’s 2010 Advanced Placement Teacher of the 

 
5A Coach of the Year.

 
championship in DECA, and Vickie Tolman, their 

Adviser Award.

 in  
wrestling, spiritline and track.

A perfect score 
Natalie Fuller is recognized at a Governing 
Board meeting by Dr. Michael Cowan, 
superintendent, for earning a perfect 
score on the ACT college entrance exam. 
Natalie was a finalist in the National Merit 
Scholarship Program and also qualified as a 
U.S. Presidential Scholar. She graduated in 

Learning about motion

Rascon’s and Trish Merrill’s classes test the 
gliders they made in a nine-week engineering 
design class. The project was sponsored by 
Southwest Automotive Engineers International 
and General Motors. The teachers received 
the Teaching Excellence Award for the 
innovative curriculum that integrates math, 
science, marketing and public speaking.

Another national Academic Decathlon win

nationals. The students placed second in the competition, and earned 18 medals and three 
perfect scores in the Super Quiz. The school has dominated Academic Decathlon, winning 
15 state championships in the past two decades. 
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Learning in two languages
Students work on classroom assignments in 
the Dual Language program at Keller Elementary 
School. In this optional program, children gain 
language fluency in English and Spanish.

Today’s students begin building 
an educational foundation in 
kindergarten. Children study  

age-appropriate skills in reading, writing, 
math, science and social studies. 

Free full-day kindergarten will be available at all  
elementary schools this year. 

Although the state suspended funding for full-day 
kindergarten, the Mesa Public Schools Governing Board 
made it a budget priority. In the past three years,  
research has shown the longer day bene$ts students in 
their primary years.  

!e kindergarten program is open to children who 
will be 5 years old by Aug. 31. Options are available for 
children who turn 5 between Sept. 1 and Dec. 31. 

To enroll, parents should bring a certi$ed copy  
of their youngster’s birth certi$cate, a current 
immunization record and a document to verify their 
address — a current utility bill, a rent receipt, or a  
rental or purchase agreement.

Mesa Public Schools: 
your choice for quality education

The district has a vibrant creative and performing 
arts program. Music students in elementary 
through high school share their talents in concerts 
throughout the community, including 200 during 
the month of December.

Kindergarten: 
the cornerstone of education
Kindergarten students work together during  

!

!

!
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Mesa Public Schools invited high school students to weigh in on the district’s long-term direction. As part of the 
strategic planning process, the students identified how the district is accomplishing the vision, and they made 
recommendations on what the administration should do. 

Continued from Page 1

Capturing the 
imagination
A student at Summit 
Academy’s International 
Baccalaureate Programme 
takes a hands-on approach 
to education. The school, 
formerly Frost Elementary, 
follows the Primary Years 
Programme, which o!ers a 
solid academic foundation 
for students of all ages and 
abilities. 

Involving students in long-term district planning

As the $rst day of school nears, 
Ishikawa opens its doors for a Learning 
Expo. Students get to know their teachers. 
Parents learn about the curriculum. And 
newcomers take tours. 

Ishikawa uses real-world situations to 
foster achievement. !ird-grade math 
lessons on measurement and grids, for 
example, center on the class garden, where 
children grow &owers and vegetables. 

Some students bring lessons to life by 
staging plays about the Boston Tea Party. 
Others conduct research and portray  
historical $gures at the school’s annual 
Wax Museum. 

“It was a fun experience to learn about 
famous people who tried to make a 
di#erence in the world,” a sixth-grade  
girl said. 

At Ishikawa, where successes abound 
in classrooms every day, there are 
celebrations not only for As and Bs 

“bringing up grades.”
It takes a top-notch team to earn an  

A+ Award of Excellence. 
“!e strength of our school is de$ned 

by the caliber of our teaching sta# and 
the focus of our students, along with 
tremendous parental support and 
involvement,” Principal Shelley Heath said. 

Students see sta# members as role 
models who pursue lifelong learning 
through continuous professional 
development. Parents are a driving force  
in Ishikawa’s learning community. And 
local business partners provide resources 
and volunteers. 

Ishikawa Elementary, 2635 N. 32nd St.,  
Mesa, serves 755 students in kindergarten 
through sixth grade. !e school, which  
opened in 1987, was named for Zedo 
Ishikawa, a legendary Mesa High football  
player who died in 1932. Ishikawa 
Elementary honors its pursuit of 
excellence and Zedo’s memory in its 
motto — Carry on the Spirit.

COVER STORY: Ishikawa earns A+ ranking

IN BRIEF

An eye toward  
the future
A student conducts an 

Biotechnology Academy. The 
award-winning program was 
named “the most successful 
biotech training facility for 
high school students in the 
Phoenix Metropolitan area.”



 

Stay current with the news and activities 
of our schools and the district. Visit our  
website at www.mpsaz.org.

Subscribe to our news 
alerts, or follow us on Twitter. 
To subscribe to news alerts or 
Twitter, click “News” and  
scroll to the bottom of the 
page to sign up. 

Volunteer your time at our schools, and 
you will be compensated with smiles.  
Contact your neighborhood school o"ce  
for information.  

Enjoy the talents of our students at an 
athletic event, a play or concert. Watch the 
school marquee for information, or visit the 
school’s website. The district has calendars 
of athletic games and music concerts. 

Community members who are 62 or older 
may request a Mesa Public Schools Gold 
Card to use for free or discounted entry  
to school events. Call (480) 472-0223, or 
visit the district’s Community Relations  
Department on the fourth floor at  
63 E. Main St., Mesa.

Governing Board
David Lane, 

President

Steven Peterson, 
Clerk

Michael Hughes

Michael Nichols

Dr. Ben Whiting

Administration
Dr. Michael Cowan,

Superintendent

Bruce Cox, 
Associate  

Superintendent

Katherine Bareiss, Editor
Michael Barcia, Photographer

A publication of the Community Relations Department
63 E. Main St., #101, Mesa, AZ 85201-7422

E-mail: info@mpsaz.org   Website: www.mpsaz.org
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Education Week magazine lauded 
Mesa Public Schools for its 
graduation rates compared with 

districts in the nation’s big cities. 
Mesa Public Schools is again being recognized  

nationally for its outstanding graduation rate a"er the 
publication named the district among a handful of  
“overachievers.” 

!e June 10, 2010, issue featured its annual special 
report, “Diploma counts 2010-graduation by the 
numbers.”

!is research, by the Editorial Projects in Education 

151 big-city districts, comparing actual graduation 
rates to predicted graduation rates based on multiple 
characteristics, including district size and  
socioeconomic status. 

Mesa Public Schools, the nation’s 44th largest district, 
was identi$ed as a district that “beats the odds” by 
exceeding expected graduation rates by at least  
10 percent. 
!e district was also named No. 1 in graduation rates 

among the nation’s 50 largest cities by America’s Promise 
Alliance for 2008 and 2009. !e 2010 report has not yet 
been released.

Students in the class of 2010 will have a little financial 
help when they start college this month. 

Mesa Public Schools seniors were o!ered $53.7 million 
in scholarships and awards — topping last year’s mark 
by more than $3 million, according to a report by the 
district’s Research and Evaluation Department. Sabrina 
Canela, a Mountain View High School graduate, led the 
district with 30 scholarship o!ers nearing $1.3 million.

Top graduation rates for Mesa students

A college-going community 

Mesa Wood Scholars celebrate graduation from Arizona State University. The recent graduates 
represent the class of 2006 from Mesa’s high schools.

Scholarship o!ers top $53 million
Total o!ers for the class of 2010:

$4,408,542

 $148,800

 $4,998,985

 $14,237,769

$11,591,356

 $5,064,970

 $13,266,108


