
 We are off to a great start and are excited about the new school year.    

Every year we select a theme for the year and this yearôs theme is, ñDestiny is not 

a matter of chance, it is a matter of choice.ò  Our students make numerous 

choices every day, and it is those decisions that will ultimately decide their future 

success or failure.  We strive to assist your student in making the best choices  

possible for their future.   

 To support academic success, we offer tutoring each Tuesday and  

Thursday from 2:40-3:30 p.m. and Saturday School from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.  Also, 

On-Track Tutoring is available at lunch and by appointment.   Please encourage 

your student to attend as needed.  Also, juniors and seniors who have not passed 

the AIMS test are assigned mentors who assist students in creating a plan of  

action.  Tutors are also available for students who have not passed the AIMS. 

 Service Learning is an important part of the EVA community. We provide 

opportunities for both students and parents to give back to the community through 

various service projects. We will continue to support La Mesita, which is a 30-unit 

family shelter that provides temporary emergency housing, case management, job 

development, licensed childcare and ancillary services to help homeless families 

with minor aged children become self-reliant. Be sure to read the article on page 2 

to learn more and encourage your student to participate in our various projects. 

Service Learning is a great opportunity for our students to get to know each other 

and have a good time while doing something meaningful for our community.   

Students who accumulate 150 hours of service learning during their high school 

years receive a gold seal on their diploma indicating achievement for Excellence 

in Service Learning and additionally seniors may apply for a Mesa Community 

Scholarship worth approximately $1500. 
  Please consider contributing  to the Extra Curricular Activity Fund.  This 
is a win-win opportunity.  Please see page 5 for detailed information.  We need 

your support! 

 Parents are also encouraged to  attend our School Improvement Advisory 
Council (SIAC) meetings.  Our next meeting is  October 16 at 5 p.m. Together we 

can make this a great year and assist your child in reaching their fullest potential. 

      Sincerely, 

      Susan Scoon    
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Upcoming Events  

Late Start - Oct.  15  
School begins at   9:25    

                       

SIAC Meeting -  Oct. 16  

5:00 pm , Room 125 

All parents  welcome! 

 

Service Learning  
Project - Sept. 26 & 27  
Emergency Preparedness 

 

Early Release -Oct 8  

No afternoon classes 

 

October Break - Oct 9 -10  

No School 
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Destiny is not a matter chance, it is a matter of choice 



 The staff at East Valley Academy is committed to  

helping our students get involved in serving our community. The 

S.H.OUT Club (Students Helping Out) will be sponsoring a  

number of activities throughout the year. SHOUT meets every other 

Wednesday at lunch.  The first volunteer opportunity is helping out at the 

Emergency Preparedness Fair held at the Bass Pro Shop in Mesa. Stu-

dents can check with  Ms. Baldwin or Ms. Woodward for details and to 

sign-up. The students have generated a list of possible service ideas such 

as the following: 

helping out at a no kill animal shelter  

feeding the homeless  

helping with trail maintenance 

volunteering with Habitat for Humanity 

gathering materials for Thanksgiving boxes 

adopting La Mesita, an organization that provides  

 temporary housing for homeless families and assists families in obtaining permanent housing, 

jobs, and a stable lifestyle 

volunteering at Senior Care Homes 

helping with the Special Olympics 

and many more 

We will follow through on researching these volunteer opportunities and providing a variety of service 

outings. Students may also find their teachers organizing service learning projects within the class-

rooms. 

 Service Learning hours will go on your childôs official transcript. A gold seal is placed on their 

diploma when they volunteer 150 hours to non-profit organizations. Additionally, students with 150 

hours of volunteer time are eligible to apply for MCC college scholarships up to $1500.00. The 150 

hours can be earned starting in their freshman year and continue until the end of their senior year. To 

ensure service hour credits are received, students must complete an application and the parent/guardian 

must sign the applications. Applications may be picked up in the Room 131. Once the application is 

completed, your student should turn it in to Ms. Baldwin. Any independent service learning project must 

be approved by Ms. Baldwin BEFORE your child participates in any volunteering. Only one application 

needs to be filled out if your student is  doing the volunteer hours at our Service Saturdays. If your stu-

dent is volunteering with another organization, a separate application must be completed. If the applica-

tion is not turned in before they do the service learning, the hours will not be credited to them for volun-

teering. 

 Please encourage your student to get involved in service learning at EVA. Parents are welcome 

to participate as well! 
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Service Learning  
by JoAnn Baldwin, Service Learning Advisor 

T H E  E V A  E D I T I O N  

In this world we must help one 

another. ñ Jean de la Fontaine 

òThe staff at East 

Valley Academy 

is committed to 

helping our 

students get 

involved in 

serving their 

community.ó 

EVA Holds Student Body Elections  
EVAôs Student Council has their new officers in place for the 2008-2009 school year. Student Body: Justine 

Ballejos, President; Brittany Castle, Vice President; Brittany Starr , Secretary and Karylann Kwasny .  Senior 

Class: Jamison Post, President; Kristina Cerda , Secretary; Junior Class:  Natasha Yazzie, President; Sky Mel-

linger, Vice-President; Diana Quintana, Secretary;  Sophomore Class:  Abish Villanueva-Sol, President; Dan-

ielle Post, Vice-President; Gabrielle Felix, Secretary;  Freshman Class:  Jacky  Vasquez, President; Jesus 

Chavira, Vice-President; Heidi Aguirre , Secretary.  Representatives include:  Cesar Ferrel Munoz, Daniel 

Vallalba, Jason Ruan, Laura Smith , Ashley Demond, Ana Martinez, Veronica Martinez, and Sandy 

Espinoza.  Many activities are being planned including a car wash on October 6 for a fall fund raiser and our an-

nual food drive for the United Food Bank.  We are looking forward the best Student Council year ever with the 

addition of our new Health Science High School studentôs involvement. 
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 AIMS results for spring 2008 Reading and 

Writing were sent home last spring, while Math  

results arrived this summer and were given to students 

in lat August. All students who graduate in 

Arizona are required to pass the Arizona 

Instrument to Measure Standards better 

known as the AIMS test in the areas of 

reading writing and mathematics. Science 

scores for all students who took Biology 

last year were distributed but will not  

impact graduation at this time.  If you were 

not at EVA last year, we encourage you to 

contact your prior school and make  

arrangements to obtain your AIMS results. 

 The most important information on this report 

is your studentôs performance level which falls into 

one of the following categories: 

 

 EXCEEDS the standard; 

 MEETS the standard; 

 APPROACHES the standard; 

 FALLS FAR BELOW the standard. 

 

 A student who ñmeetsò or ñexceedsò the  

standard has passed the AIMS test and will not need 

to retake the test, however, if a student ñmeetsò the 

standard and desires to earn EXCEEDS, they must 

request a test through Ms. Trimble.  We encourage 

students to strive for their personal best and go for the 

EXCEEDS score.  Retaking the test can never bring 

down the MEETS score you have already earned. 

Those who are in the ñapproachesò or ñfalls far  

belowò categories must retake the test.  Mark your 

calendar for the following AIMS re-test dates:  

 Tuesday ï October 28 -  Writing 

 Wednesday ï October 29 ï Reading 

 Thursday ï October 30 ï Math 

Spring testing will also occur February 24-25 and 

April 1-2 for 10th graders and students who have not 

yet earned a score of meets. 

 There are no Individualized study guides from 

the state this year but many resources can be found on 

the Arizona Department of Education website of 

www.ade.az.gov/ to assist students as they prepare to 

retake the AIMS. A staff mentor has been assigned to 

each student who has not yet passed the test.  Ask 

your student who is their mentor.  This mentor will 

assist students as they develop a plan for success on 

the AIMS.  Please encourage your student to take ad-

vantage of the many opportunities at our school for 

extra help, tutoring, Sundown High School or even a 

schedule change to further strengthen skills in 

math, writing and reading. 

 If you would like to request specific 

AIMS tutoring  for your student, contact Mrs. 

Trimble at 480-472-9352, or have your student 

stop by to see her.  Tutoring opportunities and sign 

up will also be encouraged through the AIMS 

mentor process.  Tutoring is free to students and 

strongly recommended.  Those students who have 

taken Advantage of specific AIMS tutoring have 

demonstrated great improvement. 
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Important AIMS News  

Be sure and take ad-

vantage of the many 

opportunities available 

Speak Up  
Please have your child Speak Up if he/she needs help!  

EVAôs principal, Ms. Scoon, and our  counselor, Ms. 

Patterson, are always willing to lend a  helping hand. 

Mrs. Trimble, our Success Facilitator, and Mrs. 

Woodward, our Student Advocate, and Ms. Donovan, 

our On Track tutor, are also available. If your student 

is not sure what to do and needs a little guidance, have 

him/her fill out a form in the office to set an appoint-

ment. Your student is always welcome in the office 

and our staff is ready and willing to help your student! 

Tutoring  
We offer tutoring every Tuesday and  

Thursday from 2:40 to 3:30 p.m.. Receive help on 

any subject by any teacher. All teachers tutor each 

Tuesday and Thursday so choose to tutor! Tutoring is 

now also available during lunch!   Destiny is not a 

matter of chance; it is a matter of choice. If your 

child canôt attend one of these tutoring sessions, he/

she can attend Saturday school with Mr. Shriver from 

9 am to 11 am and get caught up on any work that is 

due. 

Random Acts of Kindness 
The following students were nominated for Random Acts of 

Kindness for August: 

Ricky Tice, Tim Desmarais, Austin Dyer, Paul 

Easterday, Tiffany Troutman, Analisia Zuniga, 

Julian Casillas and Frank Delgadillo 



 

Community Service Opportunities are available through 

the health office.  Our Health Science High School  

students will be trained to do vision screening and other 

general health screening. The students will be able to assist nurses in various health 

offices within our district as they complete the mandatory health screenings for the 

elementary school children.  We implemented this program in the past and it was 

very successful. We are looking forward to the students getting hands on activity 

with a health prevention focus early in the school year.  

 

We are encouraging our students to participate in the Walking Club again this year. 

We want to encourage parents and students to work together to increase healthful 

activity.  Student scan sign up at the health office and when they log in 5 miles they 

are eligible for a pedometer.  This program was introduced in the spring and we had 

several students that participated and logged in 100 miles of walking before the end 

of the year. Go Students.  

 

Feel free to contact the nurse or health assistant at 480-472-9359 if you have any 

questions or concerns about your childôs health.  

 

This year EVA is a designated site for flu shots. Scottsdale Health Care will  

providing the shots on Monday October 27, 2008 from 2:30-4:30 PM in the School 

Nurse's Office. If you are a MPS employee and have United Health Care, the shots 

are free. Your spouse, or child age 18 or older can get a shot for $20.00  
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From the Health Office 
Ms. Andersen, Nurse 

T H E  E V A  E D I T I O N  

òChoose a positive 

mental attitude 

each and every 

day.ó 

Sundown High School (SHS) is available on the East Valley Campus Monday through Thursday from  

3 p.m. ï 6 p.m.  This opportunity will allow students to catch up on credits toward graduation.  Any  

student who will not graduate with their class because they do not have the required credits may recover 

these credits by attending Sundown.  Mr. Guyton and Mrs. Trimble supervise the lab where all classes are 

taught on the computer.  Call Mrs. Patterson for registration information.  Donôt miss out on graduation 

by 1 credit!  Plan ahead and recover any credits so you can walk with your friends at the Mesa Arts  

Center on May 21, 2009. 

Sundown High School  
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Name    Position  E-Mail    Phone 

Andersen, Nancy  Nurse   nlanders@mpsaz.org  472-9359 

Angus, Valeri   H.S.H.S. Coordinator vkangus@mpsaz.org  472-9362 

Baldwin, JoAnn  English  jabaldwi@mpsaz.org  472-9381 

Chantry, Tamra  Biology  tchantry@mpsaz.org  472-9384 

Dahl, Jeannie   Special Education Clerk jmrussel@mpsaz.org  472-9364 

Endrizzi, Debbi   Mathematics  dendrizz@mpsaz.org  472-9380 

Gray, Teri   Art/Spanish  tlgray@mpsaz.org  472-9369 

Guyton, Robert   Computer Lab  raguyton@mpsaz.org  472-9382 

Hillyard, Diane  English/Study Skills dyhillya@mpsaz.org  472-9361 

Howard, Jaimie  TAPP   jahoward@mpsaz.org  472-6861 

Hughes, Dianne  English  dlhughes@mpsaz.org  472-9373 

Hunter, Tomi-Lynn   Social Studies  tlhunter@mpsaz.org  472-9395 

Iencarelli, Rocco  Social Studies  rjiencar@mpsaz.org  472-9389 

Lemons, Pam   Media Specialist pjlemons@mpsaz.org  472-9357 

Love, Jeannie   Special Ed./Language rlove@mpsaz.org  472-9389 

Palma, Margie   Security   mrpalma@mpsaz.org  472-9363 

Patterson, Carol  Counselor  chpatter@mpsaz.org  472-9351 

Peters, Ruth   Principalôs Secretary repeters@mpsaz.org  472-9351 

Robinson, Teresa  Cafeteria  tarobinson@mpsaz.org 472-9379  

Schuller, Susan  Attendance  saschull@mpsaz.org  472-9355 

Scoon, Susan   Principal  sascoon@mpsaz.org  472-9351 

Shriver, Jim    Mathematics  jashrive@mpsaz.org  472-9387 

Stebbins, Mindi Sue  English  mswinkle@mpsaz.org  472-9386 

Trimble, Virginia  Success Facilitator/Lang. vrtrimbl@mpsaz.org  472-9352 

Turner, Karey   Psychologist  kturner@mpsaz.org  586-5503 

Welch, Phil   Science  pjwelch@mpsaz.org  472-9383 

Whiting, Liz   Registrar  lwhiting@mpsaz.org  472-9354 

Williams, Marv  TAPP/Math  mtwillia@mpsaz.org  472-6865 

Yeates, Robin   Health Assistant rlyeates@mpsaz.org  472-9359 

East Valley Academy Staff Phone Numbers  

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITY STATE TAX CREDIT  
 

Arizona law provides a tax credit for contributions made to public schools in Arizona to support 

extracurricular activities or character education programs.  An individual may contribute as much 

as $200 and a couple filing jointly may contribute as much as $400 to a public school and receive 

the money back in the form of a tax credit.  If you qualify for this state tax credit, you may write a 

check or use your credit card to make a contribution before December 31.  When you file your 

Arizona state taxes, you then subtract the amount of your contribution from what you owe or add 

the amount to your refund.  You can pay three different ways:  logon to www.mpsaz.org/pay; mail 

to ECA Tax Credit, Mesa Public Schools, 63 E. Main St., #101, Mesa, AZ  85201 or drop off your 

payment at any Mesa Public Schools campus or building prior to the semester break in December.  



ACE Programð   The ACE Program is a Mesa Community Program designed to help students make a smooth 
transition from high school through community college on to a university and completion of a degree.  The     
Program looks for high school sophomores who meet at least one of the following criteria:  first generation to  
attend college, works 10-30 hours, evidence of single parent home, underrepresented group, or environmental  
factors such as foster care, lives in temporary housing, or a teen parents, or a legacy. Selected students will start 
their first class at MCC in this summer.   A Mesa Community College Representative will be at EVA                

October  21.  Applications will be available at that time and are due before winter break.   This is a great  

opportunity! 

PSAT/NMSQTðis scheduled for Wed., October 15, 2008. The PSAT test serves as a practice for the SAT test 
and is also the qualifying test for the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. Sophomores and juniors who plan 
to attend a four-year college or university are encouraged to sign-up for the test. We will be giving this test at 

EVA. Cost will be $15.00. Details on the sign-up will be given on the announcements late in September. 

AZCISðis a career software program that is on the computers in the Media Center. Students are encouraged to 
use this program to search for scholarship information, and information on various colleges and uni-
versities, and technical schools. AZCIS also has aptitude tests and an interest inventory to help stu-
dents with career decision making. Students may also access this program from their home com-

puter. The website is www.azcis.intocareers.org. The username is mpseva and the password is  

4azcis02. 

ACT/SATðSeniors interested in attending a four-year college or university should register IMME-
DIATELY to take the ACT test (www.act.org) or the SAT test (www.collegeboard.com) this fall. Information on 
testing dates, locations and registration information can be found on the websites, plus we have registration mate-

rials and testing information available in the media center. 

FALL ORIENTATION PRESENTATIONS ðDuring the month of September, students attended presentations  
regarding their credit status, graduation requirement, and services offered through the counseling office. Students 
are always welcome to set up individual appointments with me if their specific questions are not answered during 

the presentations. Ms. Peters, our school secretary, can set up those appointments for students. 

AIMS RESULTSðStudents who took the AIMS tests at EVA last year had the results mailed to them this   
summer. If you took the AIMS test at a different school and have not received your results, we recommend that 
you contact that school to obtain your results. Juniors and seniors who did not achieve the ñMEETSò level on any 
of the three tests will have the opportunity to re-take their AIMS test this fall in October. Sophomores will take 

their first AIMS tests that count for  graduation in the spring.   

MESA GROW YOUR OWN TEACHER program ðSeniors who are interested in becoming a teacher need to 

see Mrs. Patterson for an exciting opportunity through the Mesa Public Schools to help pay for your childôs  

college education. Deadline is November, 2008. 

SUNDOWN HIGH SCHOOL - Any student who is behind on credits due to failing a class or not being in school 

should see Mrs. Patterson about Sundown High School. You can take classes on the computer from 3:00 to 5:30, 

Monday through Thursday to get caught up. This unique program is an alternative way for you to 

earn additional credits for graduation outside of the traditional day classes. The cost is $75.00 per 

class and your GPA must be below 2.6. 

Courses offered:  

  

  Ninth Grade English   Senior English 

  Sophomore English   Junior English 

  Economics    American Government 

  American/Arizona History I & II World History/Geography I & II 
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Counselorõs Corner 
by Ms. Carol Patterson 

T H E  E V A  E D I T I O N  


