
Graduation Honor 
Service-Learning and Community Engagement 
...an award for high school students who contribute significantly to the improvement  

of their school or the greater community  

All Mesa district high school students may choose to earn the Service Award for Excellence in Service-Learning and Community Engagement.  

Students who earn this award will receive: 

 • A special seal on their graduation diploma  • A notation of the Honor on their transcript 

The Honor in Service-Learning will be awarded to students for their completion of 150 hours of unpaid service throughout their four years of high school. 

(Beginning with the class of 2020, a minimum of 200 hours will be required for the Service Learning Seal.)  Those hours include preparation, action, 

and reflection.  Freshmen may apply for Option B upon promotion from 8th grade.  Students may earn hours from a combination of curriculum-based and 

extracurricular service. The options are described below. 
 

Option A:       Option B: 

 

 

 

 

CURRICULUM-BASED SERVICE LEARNING 
Any activity that is initiated by school certified personnel to include both 
classroom experience and extra-curricular activities attached to a specified 
learning objective and/or standard.  Examples are:   

 

  • Social studies students work on an election campaign, write personal 
    histories with Veterans or relate César Chávez to the current migrant 
    worker issues.   

 

  • English students write ”Books of Hope” for students in Uganda. Make 
    multilingual posters that promote peer conflict resolutions.   

 

  • Teacher training students create and lead lessons for elementary  
     students.   

 

  •  Performing arts students sing, dance, march, and play for senior  

     citizens or in a parade. 

Clubs and faculty sponsored projects can use Option A applications and do 

reflections as a group. Teachers will submit the roster (with ID #) to the 

coach with the total hours to be received.  

EXTRACURRICULAR SERVICE LEARNING 
Any activity that is initiated by the student for service-learning on the 

school campus or in the community. 

 Examples are: 

• EVIT students doing unpaid externships. 

• Students organize and conduct service projects throughout the year. 
 
• A student volunteers at an elementary school, sports program,  
   summer camp, or hospice. 
 
• A student tutors peers or younger students during lunch. 
 
• Hours earned by the student doing an Eagle Scout project. 
 

•NOTE: Students registered as a “Teacher Aide” no longer qualify   

  for service hours.  Students volunteering for faculty outside of  
  regular school hours can apply for Option B. 

ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE PRE-APPROVED BY THE SERVICE-LEARNING COACH  

BEFORE HOURS CAN START BEING RECORDED. 

Service activities will not be approved which: 
     • Relate to a for-profit business 
     • Are done as part of religious education 
        or a religious worship service 
     • Benefit the student’s relatives 
     • Are “babysitting for free” 



TRACKING AND PAPERWORK “The Rules” 
The service-learning coach at each senior high school is responsible for approving applications, recording time card hours and organizing 

reflections.  Please address any questions you may have with them. 

OPTION A:   Teachers are  

responsible for submitting to the 

Coaches the names, project titles, 

and number of hours for their 

students at the end of  each  

semester.  The curriculum based 

projects should be reflected on  

as a class after the project is  

completed.  Those hours are then 

entered on the students’ Synergy 

screen.   

IMPORTANT NOTES: 

• Option B activities MUST be approved by the Service -Learning Coach BEFORE the student  
begins receiving credit for the service hours. 

• After students turn in their time cards in April, they may want to immediately apply for a new  
   time card if they are continuing their service activities for the rest of the school year, through 
   the summer, or into the next year. 

• Once a new cycle has begun, students may not record hours from the previous year. 

• Upon completion of eighth grade, students may apply for the high school level award, and they 
    may earn hours during the summer between 8th and 9th grade toward the Honor. 

SERVICE-LEARNING WEBSITE: http://www.mpsaz.org/msl 

Students, teachers, and families are encouraged to use the Mesa Service-Learning 

website as an additional resource. 

• The Service-Learning Coaches are listed under “About Us/School Coaches” 

• The “Sites, Needs, and News” section under the “More” tab has suggestions of 
“Volunteer Sites” that are youth-friendly and a posting of “Current Needs” that 
has been submitted by community organizations. 

• The “Honors Programs” and “More” tabs have information and instructions  
    needed by students and teachers.  

Administered by: Mesa Public Schools  SL&CE 

Patrick Walsh, Director 

155 North Center Street 

Mesa, Arizona 85201 

Phone: 480.308.7350 

Fax: 480.308.7379 

Email: wpwalsh@mpsaz.org 

Website: www.mesaservicelearning.org 

OPTION B: Students are responsible for completing the proper forms for Option B service  

activities:  an application and time card for each service site and a reflection presentation on 

all of the year’s service.   

First, the student submits one application for each service site.  Students may submit as many 

applications as necessary.  Each application must be approved by the service coach. 

Second, the student maintains one time card for each service site with dates and times of the 

service hours.  The cards are due before reflections, unless other arrangements are made with 

the Service-Learning Coach.  Before the cards are turned in, the service hours on the card 

must be totaled and the adult supervisor must sign and write a short evaluation of the student 

in the space provided on the back of the time card.  These are non-negotiable items. 

Third, the student presents a reflection project in the Fall and/or Spring to a small audience 

that demonstrates what the student learned from the year’s service  experiences.  Students 

are responsible for verifying reflection dates and 

signing up for a time to present. 

NOTE: If students do not complete  

any of these steps; pre-approval of  

application, turning in signed time  

cards, presenting a reflection, their 

hours will not be recorded.  


