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Happy Holidays!! 
Yáʼátʼééh Késhmish!! 

 
On behalf of the staff of Native American 
Education Program we wish you a joyous, 

healthy and a safe season. 
 

At this time of year, we look forward to spending 
time together with our K’e (family) and bring in a 

New Year. As you reflect back to this year’s 
progress, reflect on the good memories that 
were made and how to continue to use the 

challenges as a way to grow. 
 

NAEP wishes to help you on your educational 
journey by provide cultural educational support 
to families and students. Our program hopes 
you have been able to take advantage of the 

teachings, resources and blessings given by our 
staff and community partners. It has been such 

a pleasure to watch students interest and 
participation at the school level, greet parents 
and be a part of our ever-growing community. 

 
We look forward to 2019 and the advances the 

Native American Education Program 
can take to continue to follow the Mesa Public 

School’s promise. 
 

Wishing you the merriest holiday season, 

 
Esther Nystrom 

Native American Education, 
Program Specialist 

 
 
 

 

Our promise 
Every student in Mesa Public Schools is 
known by name, served by strength and 
need, and graduates ready for college, 

career and community.  
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December Story 
 
 
[Nıł́ch’ih - air 
Tsoh - Big, large, abundant 
Nıĺch’ih Tsoh - The Crescent Moon of the Abundant-Big Cold Air (Wind) - December 
 
Since the weather became cooler from the month of Ghaąj̨i’̨ (October) and through 
Nıĺch’ih Ts’ósı ́(November), the Holy Winter People have made it known about their 
presence on Navajo Land by making the air cooler by the week. By now, we felt that 
air getting cooler and cooler in November and in this month, the air will only get 
colder, thus inviting negative spirits in the form of the cold, flu and other ailments. 
So, to counter these negative spirits, we build our shield through learning about 
string games and rug weaving, the discipline learned through these activities help 
us to build strength and endurance mentally and physically. Telling stories such as 
the Emergence and Creation stories, Coyote tales help heal our minds and bodies. 
We also sing the moccasin songs through Késhjéé’ ("Shoe game") to bring healing 
to our people. This is the time for the Night Chant ceremonies. The storing of our 
crops from the spring planting now becomes our main source of diet, corn, herbs 
and meat. By doing all this we have now woven a strong shield for our emotional 
stability. We are now prepared for winter.]  

 
 

 
Corny Corner 

Q: What do you call a gangsta snowman? 
A: Froze-T  
 
Q: Why did the Koala Bear factory not hire me? 
A: Because I was not Koalafied 
 



Adams Elementary 

Mr. Freddie Johnson of NAEP came to Adams Elementary as a guest speaker for Mrs. Dodge’s 
students. He spoke on the topic of Navajo/Dine Winter string games which are taught only in the 

winter. 

Nizhoni Avila enjoying the coolness of making a drum, etc. 



Ciera Toledo, a 5th grader who picked up the 
information quickly, and started to assist other 
students. 

Mrs. Fowler who is Cheyenne 
and Cherokee. She knew all about string 
games as well!  

Anthony Deschene, a 5th grader who along 
with other classmates of Mr. Madera’s class 
earned eating lunch in his class. They love that! 
Mr. Madera’s selects students for outstanding 
behavior and studies. Great job!  



Kerr Elementary 

Turkey Trot! 

Check out these Coyotes chasing their Turkey! Everyone had fun chasing the elusive Turkey 
that ran ahead! But, next thing you knew, it was right next to you! The day started out a little 
cold, but by the time the Coyotes were done they were hot, happy and ready to eat! Great 
job, Coyotes! Getting out to run! 
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    Kerr’s Heritage Celebration 

On November 30th, Kerr Elementary students participated in a Heritage Reading Celebration where 
students learned about other tribes and their cultures. Students and staff members seemed to enjoy 
the event very much! 





 



 







Whitman Elementary 

Kailib Gums is in Ms. Tanner's 2nd grade class at Whitman Elementary School. He loves 
going to school every day. He is very dedicated to karate, and loves his weapons class. He 
loves learning new things in karate and at school. We are very proud of him and his brother 
Kobe for all their achievements. Keep up the good work boys!  
-Proud mom & dad  



WHITMAN'S ANNUAL TURKEY TROT 
The Turkey Trot is hosted by the Physical Education Department. They encourage 
students to practice fitness while on their Thanksgiving break. Whether they're running at 
the park, riding a bike or scooter, walking or simply getting outside to throw the football, 
let's keep fitness in mind. Happy Holidays!  
 



Here we have Kayleigh Hamilton, a 2nd grader at 
Lindbergh Elementary who received the ADVID  
All-star Award! Keep it up, Kayleigh! 
-Proud Mom 
 

Dylan, currently a student at Mesa High has worked very hard 
to achieve his place in the performing arts world.  He started 
guitar lessons with a private company at the age of 6 and has 
won several trophies in guitar competitions since 2009 with 
Linton Milano in downtown Mesa.  In elementary school, he 
joined the symphonic band adding to his musical abilities by 
mastering the trumpet continuing through junior high.  Once he 
began high school he settled back with his musical roots of 
playing the guitar in both the marching band and in jazz band 
where he became an alternate for the AZ High School Jazz 
competitions.  His latest grade check reflected all A's and 1 B.    
 
Music is his life, he loves it, listens to it all the time, attends 
concerts and small shows to keep his dreams alive.  His future 
plans are to attend Arizona State University and major in the 
performing arts/music studies.  
 
-Proud Mom 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skyline High School 

Left to Right (Trinity, Sierra, Lakesha, Monica) 
 

During both lunches on Nov. 14th we held a FAFSA Lunch Event to help the 
seniors get started on FAFSA and answer any questions that they may have had 

about college. 
 

Like us: MPS 
Native American 
Education  
Program 

Submit to Eaglewings! 
Use our online form at  
http://www.mpsaz.org/naep/e
agle_wings/newsform/ or just 
shoot us an email and attach 
a picture! 
 
 
ebbeeson@mpsaz.org  

http://www.mpsaz.org/naep/eagle_wings/newsform/
http://www.mpsaz.org/naep/eagle_wings/newsform/
mailto:ebbeeson@mpsaz.org


  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



NAEP’s Annual Harvest Celebration 
A special thank you to all the tribal community members, royalties, 

parents and staff who made this evening successful! 



Tsidil (Stick Dice Game) Night 
 

We had a lot of fun and we had players of all ages from 2-year-olds to Grandma. 
We had 7 families show up, and a total of 23 participants. 

There was lots of joy and laughter. 
  







Parent Advisory Committee 
 

 
 

  

Community Resources 
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