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Issue 2                          October     2018-2019 

Mesa Public Schools 

 

Hello Students, Families & Community, 

 

It's time for harvest and our families are 
preparing for Winter back home. In the 
East Valley, we are enjoying mild 
temperatures and have cooled down from 
the rain. For schools, it's time for 
Homecoming, football and 1st quarter 
report cards. Don’t be surprised what is on 
your student's report card. Be informed 
and check your Parent Portal for current 
grades. 
Visit: http://www.mpsaz.org/mymps for 
information on the portal access.  

The NAEP staff and I will continue to do 
our best to support your students in their 
education. I look forward to meeting and 
welcoming you at our upcoming Family 
Culture Night and Parent Advisory 
Committee meeting.  I wish you and your 
family well as we come into this Fall 
semester. 

  
Thank you, 

Esther Nystrom 
Native American Education, 
Program Specialist  

 
 

 

http://www.mpsaz.org/mymps


 

A Diné (Navajo) New Year 
Dził bíígháanji’̨ yas bee łigai. (The backbone of the mountain is white with snow.) 
Dził bíígháanji’̨ dzígai. (The back of the mountain is white.) 
Dziłgháą’̨ji’̨ dzígai. (The top of the mountain is white.) 
Dziłgháąj̨i’̨. (The top of the mountain.) 
Ghaąj̨i’̨. (October) 
The Diné calendar has an origin and the stories are beautiful. Our calendar is based 
on the moon cycles. Our calendar, the Diné calendar begins with the crescent of 
the October. It is a new beginning, a new year. All of life has reached maturity and 
becomes yellow. When the mountain tops become white with snow, it is the 
joining of seasons, when summer meets winter, it is Fall. 
 
-Freddie Johnson 
 
 

Important Dates: 
 
October 5:  End of 1st Grading Quarter 
October 8 - 12: Fall Break 
October 15-19:  Elementary Family/Teacher Conference; Early Release for Elementary 
October 22:  MPS College Fair at Red Mountain High School  
October 30:  6 pm - 8 pm; Family Culture Night/ PAC Voting 
November 5: 4th Annual Warrior's Path Conference for MPS NAEP HS students.  
 

Corny Corner 
 
Q: What do birds give out for 
Halloween?  
 
A: TWEETS!  
  

Submit to Eaglewings! 

Use our online form at  

http://www.mpsaz.org/naep/

eagle_wings/newsform/ or 

just shoot us an email and 

attach 

a picture! 

 

 

jbarranca@mpsaz.org  

Like us: MPS 
Native American 
Education  
Program 

http://www.mpsaz.org/naep/eagle_wings/newsform/
http://www.mpsaz.org/naep/eagle_wings/newsform/
mailto:ebbeeson@mpsaz.org


 

Adams Elementary 

Kindergartener, Malayah George, is working hard on her 
alphabet. She really enjoys coming to school every day. Great work 
Malayah!  

Ella Felix, a kindergartener is doing a wonderful job on her ABC's 
as well!  She is very close to mastering all her ABC’s, and 
knowing their sounds.  Way to go Ella, you’re doing a wonderful 
job at Adams! 



 

Kerr Elementary  

I have a second grader who has started the school year with a bang! He has 
had 6 spelling tests and has passed each one with a 100%! His name is Gotti 
Tohonnie. Today, I borrowed him after lunch and we made the Star Origami 
art project—his choosing.  We were able to make two sizes, his was large and 
mine was medium. We put some of his spelling words in the middle, words of 
encouragement at the sides, and on the outside, we added balloons for 
soaring and reaching to the sky. Hip Hip Hooray Gotti! Awesome job, what a 
great way to begin the school year!   
 
-Ms. Bernadine  



 

Whitman Elementary 
 

 

Ms. Mitchell’s 1st grade class along with our NAEP students. 

This is my first year of teaching and I am very excited to be at Whitman 

Elementary! I went to Brigham Young University in Utah where I studied 

Elementary Education and Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages. I 

completed my student teaching in an inner city elementary school in 

Washington, DC. I am very passionate about teaching and look forward to many 

more years at Whitman! 
 

Hello, my name is Stefany Puerto and I have been emergency certified to 
teach in Mesa. I am currently still in college at ASU, but will be happily 
graduating in December. I am so excited to be here at Whitman! I was here 
last semester as a student teacher for Ms. Paul. Now, I am the new 
kindergarten teacher. My kiddos call me Ms. Stefany so if you see me around 
don't be shy, say Hi!  



 

L-R: Kaliyah Santo, 3rd grade teacher Ms. Hilbrands and Eli Silversmith 
 
My name is Courtney Hilbrands and this is my first year teaching! I received my degree in 
Educational Studies from ASU in 2016 and went on to get my teaching certificate through 
Scottsdale Community College. When I'm not at work I enjoy playing with my dog, spending 
time with family, and going out to eat.   
 

L-R: Ava Toddy, Gavin Seletstewa, Anthony Huslloimea and 4th grade teacher Mr. 
McLaughlin  

 
Hello! My name is Connor McLaughlin and I am so excited to be teaching 4th grade at 
Whitman Elementary this year! I enjoy running, hiking and watching documentaries 
with my friends. I am thrilled to say that in January I will marry my now fiancé, Shea! 
This is my first year at Whitman Elementary and I am so excited to be here! 
 



 

L-R:  Alayna French, Evony Bahe, 4th grade teacher Mrs. Daniel, Aaden Cabrera, Aubrey Slim 
and Kora Quiroga   
 
Hi, my name is Mrs. Daniel. I am 24 years young! I live in Mesa with my husband Chris, my 
son Rogan and daughter Brookelynn. I enjoy traveling and going to comedy shows. I will be 
your child's 4th grade teacher this year! This is my first year at Whitman and I am so excited 
to be here. This will be my best year yet! 
 

Tatum James and Ms. Gallagher 
 
My name is Angela Gallagher and I am excited to start my first year at Whitman 
Elementary. I recently graduated from the University of Arizona with my degree in 
Elementary Education. I am originally from Southern California but have always loved 
Arizona. I have a passion for teaching, learning and being able to work with my students. I 
believe that each student is unique and will excel at everything they put their mind to. I 
am excited for this year and to watch my students grow!  
  



 

L-R: Daniel Rivers, 2nd grade teacher Ms. Webb and Nikoli Kieyoani 
 
Hello! My name is Makenna Webb and I am a second grade teacher at Whitman Elementary 
School! This is my first year at Whitman and I am so glad to call myself a Wildcat! I recently 
graduated from Northern Arizona University in Flagstaff with my Bachelors in Elementary and 
Special Education. I grew up in San Diego, California playing soccer and watching all different 
kinds of sports. Being outside and playing is something I am very passionate about; other 
than teaching. I believe I was born to be a teacher and am looking forward to this amazing 
school year! 
 

Ms. Malen & Elysia Garcia 
 
My name is Kelsey Malen and I am a first year teacher! I am studying education 
at Arizona State University. I was born and raised in Mesa, Arizona and have 
lived here my whole life. I have wanted to be a teacher ever since I can 
remember. I have not changed my career path once. I truly believe this is what I 
am meant to do! I love my cat Munchies, my dog Colt and I am obsessed with 
Netflix. 



 

Robotics at Whitman 

L-R: Scarlett Nystrom, 5th grade teacher Mrs. Barker and Miley Tsosie 
 
Whitman has an exciting after school program with robotics. Students learn to 
program a robot built with Lego parts to complete obstacles on a course. This 
year's theme is Into Orbit which is all about living and working in space. The 
students will complete a research project, practice team building skills and 
program the robot to complete tasks on the course. The team will attend a First 
Lego League competition in December.   
A huge THANK YOU to Mrs. Barker & Ms. Perry for having this after school activity 
available for Whitman students.  
Congratulations to Scarlett Nystrom for her role as Chief Science Officer. We are 
looking forward to the inventive STEAM ideas that Whitman Elementary will be 
creating.  
 
 
 
Whitman has an exciting after school program with robotics. Students learn to 



 

Our Whitman students had the opportunity to come in with their Grandparents and/or 
parent and enjoy having breakfast with them. Also, they were able to take a photo with 
their grandparents or parents to take home. Our students enjoyed this moment with 
their grandparents/parents! 
 
Thank you, grandparents/parents for your participation.   
 



 

 

 

  

Whittier Elementary 

Nizhoni Welsh is a kind, soft-spoken girl that has a huge heart. She puts 100% of her 
effort into every activity she does whether it be academic or social. This year she is 
running for Student Council Treasurer at Whittier Elementary. As a 6th grader, 
Nizhoni wants to be active in her last year at the elementary school and constantly 
looks for activities that will allow her to do so. We will hopefully find out the results 
of the election soon and they will hopefully be in Nizhoni's favor!        
--Mrs. Dean  



 

Emily Stacey is a hard-working student. She is very friendly and always has a smile 
on her face. She always has a positive attitude. Emily can make any of her 
classmates feel heard and appreciated. She is one great student. Good Luck!"  
 -Ms. Cayatineto  



 

Esai is such a hard worker! He is 
always willing and ready to learn. 
He always has a positive attitude, 
and is excited to learn new 
things.    
 
-Mrs. Hall 

 
Donry is such a great student. She works very hard and tries her best every day. 
She is a positive role model to others and is always willing to help others.  
-Mrs. Hall 
 
 
The children were peeling and coring apples to make applesauce in the classroom. 
This was a culminating activity after learning about apples and apple harvesting.   
-Dr. Brotherton 



 

On September 25th, our P.E. and Music teacher held an event after school named "Kindergarten and 
First Grade Parent Participation Program." This event showcased both Physical Education and Music 
activities that their child participates in every week! 
Physical Education and Music class are a unique part of a child’s education. Physical Education is a 
program that gives your child an opportunity to develop motor and sport skills. General Music class 
helps students develop musical skills such as beat, rhythm and pitch competency.  
 
-Mr. Salomons 
-Mr. Fairfield 
-Ms. Paxton   
 
 



 

Skyline High School 

L-R: Monica, Shaylee, Lakesha and Markus 
 
Four students participated in a tour to GCU on September 21st, and got to visit 
the Cadaver Lab The students were given the opportunity to ask any 
questions they were curious about!  
 



 

Dobson High School 

NAEP Director, Esther Nystrom, saves Dobson DBlock! 
 
Within less than an hour before the start of the 2018 Dobson High School DBlock party for 
Homecoming week, the Native American club presidents were informed the fry bread 
dough and individual managing the cooking were not going to make it to the party. The 
Native American Club members were going to have to go without their prize selling fry 
bread... But then, Esther Nystrom stepped up to the plate and volunteered to study on her 
phone for a food handler's card. The students all waited in suspense. Another club 
member's mom, Melissa Waterbury, volunteered to stay and began making dough. She said 
she knew Esther would pass her test and the club would still get the opportunity to 
participate in DBlock. Esther passed with flying colors and DBlock was saved by NAEP's 
fearless leader! 
 



 

Dobson Seniors attend MCC All Nations Event 
 
Dobson Seniors were the first students to participate in a pilot project designed to bring 
Native American high school students to MCC as part of college readiness. They were 
welcomed by the American Indian Institute Director, Jim Larney, who planned a half day of 
events including a campus tour, student panel, breakout sessions for student life and hoop of 
learning, lunch and additional college presentations.  
 



 

Cheers to Cool People at Red Mountain High School 
 

Cool Boba drinks made the Red Mountain Native American Club fundraiser a success. At this year’s 
Tailgate Party, our club earned much needed additional funds for upcoming trip expenses and a t-shirt 
project. All hands showed up as promised and we had a great time at the HoCo event. 
Nothing could be achieved without people who engage themselves—for club, academics or 
extracurricular activities. Each one of us has different talents, but true efforts make the difference. 
 
Elizabeth Salas (11th grade, Salt River), pictured here on her recent birthday, has made strides in her 
grades. Being a teacher’s aide during the summer at the Ft. McDowell Early Childhood Center has given 
her an appreciation for all that her teachers do. Elizabeth worked so well with the “little people” 
(H’man ‘Shawa) that her supervisor told her, “We will give you an excellent recommendation letter!” 
 
Lawny Schurz (12th grade, Ft. McDowell) is the rock-solid driver for the Native American Club. As the 
President, she takes on each extra call with an outstanding work ethic. Lawny, a natural leader, is 
creative in her writing and art work. Now she is applying for a 4-year college. Lawny has a positive, 
open-minded and supportive approach to everything. 
 
Koma Nanonka (12th grade, Navajo) has been an outstanding historian and scribe for the Native 
American Club over the years. She has done very well for herself in school and is also enrolled in the 
Hoop of Learning at MCC, enjoying her studies there. Koma has produced attractive t-shirt designs for 
the club and some catchy flyers. She wants to be in design/visual arts career wise. 
 
Anaya Barton (9th grade, Navajo) has been at RMHS for only for 2 months and accomplished so much. 
Anaya is a conscientious worker and looking out to help other people. She jumped right in with our 
Boba fundraiser, where she was the busiest bee. Anaya is always ready to help out teachers or friends. 
That’s great! 
 
Arianna Lewis (12th grade, Navajo) is the treasurer of the Native American Club. We are very fortunate 
to have her, because she can do the numbers! Arianna, like Koma, is taking early college credit through 
the Hoop of Learning. Arianna has been part of the RMHS Orchestra classes for four years. With her 
admirable persistence, she is sure to succeed on her college search. 
 
Damien Wayman (9th grade, Ft McDowell) transferred to Red Mountain this fall. With his soft-spoken 
demeanor, he made friends quickly with the Ft. McDowell group. Damien moved to the Valley a year 
ago from near Kingman. He recently told our group his experience of going across the lofty Skywalk 
over the Grand Canyon. We are envious and would like to do that too! 
 
Syris Mitipok (11th grade, Navajo) is a practical worker on whom our Club can rely on. Syris follows 
through when in charge, such as keeping the serving line going and counting sales tickets. He enjoys the 
projects in his welding class and is looking at a vocational career at the moment. Syris is an excellent 
story teller and recently showed us a boating clip from his father’s home region in the Pacific Ocean. 
 

Congrats to all you cool people for taking charge of your journey! 
 

 



 

Boba Team 

Elizabeth Salas, 11th grader 

Lawny Schurz, 12th grader 

Koma Nanonka, 12th grader 



 

Anaya Barton, 9th grader 

Arianna Lewis, 12th grader 

Damien Wayman, 9th grader 

Syris Mitipok, 11th grader 



 

Parent Advisory Committee: 
 
 

I want to thank the parents, community and staff who attended the Public Meeting and 
Parent Advisory Committee meeting. It was a great opportunity to listen to feedback and 
input for the Native American Education Program. 
Suggestions: 

• Increase communication by utilizing: 

o Eaglewings Newsletter 

o Website 

o Email 

o Voice reminders by phone 

• Provide Study Guides for SAT, PSAT 

• Scholarship Opportunities to be updated on the website www.mpsaz.org/naep 

• Other programs offered such as cultural activities, camps and events for elementary 

students announced. 

• Instructions on how to request tutoring through the school.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nominations being accepted for Parent Advisory Committee officers! 
 
Open positions: Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer, Student 
Secretary #1 (must be in high school), Students Secretary #2 (must be in high school). 
You can also self-nominate. Send the name, phone number and/or email address to 
be notified to ebbeeson@mpsaz.org  
Voting will take place on October 30, 2018 at 7 pm. It is suggested you be present 
but, you do not need to be present to win. Nominees will be notified ahead of time.  
Note* this evening is also our Family Culture Night activities.   
 

http://www.mpsaz.org/naep
ebbeeson@mpsaz.org%20


 

High School Seniors; FAFSA: 
 

The objective for the Native American Education Program starting this months is for 
100% of our high school Seniors to apply for the FAFSA by the end of December. We 
need your help to make this goal achievable. There are community programs that 
will be hosting FAFSA assistance at various times in the community. The FAFSA can 
be filled out at home by going on the website https://fafsa.ed.gov or by 
downloading the new app myStudentAID for iOS and Android. These will be posted 
on our website www.mpsaz.org/naep and on our Facebook page: MPS Native 
American Education Program.   
 

https://fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.mpsaz.org/naep


 

Arizona Indian Education Association: 
 

The Arizona Indian Education Association (AIEA) is offering a student scholarship for 
students 7th grade – post secondary school. Follow the link for more information.   

  



 

 
Please join us on October 30th for a festive Family Culture Night from 6 PM-8 PM! 
Royce Manuel from SRPMIC will be speaking about the significance of the Man in the 
Maze. Don’t forget to bring a dish to share! See you all there!  



 

 

Native Health Newsletter 
https://www.nativehealthphoenix.org/community/email-newsletters/. 

  

https://www.nativehealthphoenix.org/community/email-newsletters/

