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Sasha and Rodney Glassman
Making it easy to “Support our Schools”
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Biltmore Couple Dedicated to Helping Public Schools
Extraordinary Educators License Plate Now Available

Ask any of your neighbors what their priorities are for our communi-
ty and one of the top answers will consistently be “education.”  But, ask
for ideas on how to improve our public school system and the answers
will range from funding, to teachers, to even family structure.  “Everyone
has their own ideas for making our school system stronger but everyone
agrees that at some point in their lives they were touched by an
“Extraordinary Educator” says Sasha Glassman, a Biltmore neighbor and
mother of two young daughters.  “My husband and I wanted to do some-
thing that would allow Arizonans to salute our public school teachers and
support our public schools at the same time.”

Sasha and Rodney Glassman are no strangers to large-scale communi-
ty projects in support of education.  Sasha is an elected member of the
Madison Elementary School District Governing Board and serves as cor-
porate counsel for a global electronics manufacturing company.  Rodney
is a former Tucson City Councilman who is wrapping up a special
engagement as the Town Manager of Cave Creek and this Spring will be
joining the law firm of Ryley Carlock & Applewhite in an Of Counsel
role with their corporate law practice group.  The Glassman’s are co-
authors of the “Jeremy Jackrabbit” book series, stories focused on issues
of sustainability, illustrated by school children, which have been distrib-
uted for free to more than 100,000 Kindergartners across Arizona.
Teaming up with local business and foundation to under-write publishing
of the book, the Glassman’s have raised more than $250,000 with the sup-
port of Valley organizations such as Freeport McMoRan, Phoenix
Firefighters Local 439, Plumbers and Pipefitters Local 469, United Food
and Commercial Workers Local 99, the City of Tempe, Maricopa County
Education Service Agency, Arizona Republic, Lifelock and First Solar.
Their books feature hands-on-lesson plans aligned to Common Core
Standards written by Arizona State University and Forwards by ASU’s
President Dr. Michael Crow.

In the Spring of 2012, Sasha Glassman was visiting Montgomery,
Alabama while her husband Rodney, served as a Captain in the United
States Air Force JAG Corps at Maxwell Air Force Base.  During her visit
Sasha noticed hundreds of cars driving around with license plates deco-
rated by rulers, pencils, apples and the slogan “Helping Schools.”  Sasha
learned that Alabama’s special license plate for education raises extra
funds for their public school system.  Sasha asked her husband, “if it
works in Alabama, why can’t we have something like this in Arizona?”
And with that question, Sasha and Rodney Glassman had identified their
next community project: the “Extraordinary Educators” license plate.

In a state with more than 50 specialty license plates and one of the low-
est per-pupil funding in the country, the Glassmans knew that creating a
specialty license plate for education would not be easy task.  Fortunately,
as the Glassmans began their journey they were joined by a committed,
energetic, and loyal partner: Republican State Representative Jeff Dial
(LD-18).  “When we told Jeff about our idea to create a specialty license
plate for our public school teachers he immediately said he would be will-
ing to make it happen,” Sasha recalls from their first visit. 

Representative Dial, a second term member of the Arizona House of
Representatives and realtor, was immediately drawn to the concept of a
special license plate saluting teachers.  “Growing up with a mom that
taught second grade, I remember all of the times that she and her col-
leagues would go out of pocket simply to do normal classroom projects.
The idea of a special plate to fund special projects for special teachers
made perfect sense to me” said Representative Dial. 

Together, Sasha, Rodney and Representative Dial worked to sign up
over 50 co-sponsors for the “Extraordinary Educators” license plate bill.
Additionally, the Glassmans enlisted the help of other friends in the leg-
islature including Senator Adam Driggs, Senator Bob Worsley, Senator
Robert Meza, Senator Michele Reagan, and State Representative Kate
Brophy McGee to name just a few. Sasha, Representative Dial, and
Madison Elementary School District Superintendent Dr. Tim Ham testi-
fied four times before various committees at the legislature to usher the
bill along.  After months of hard work and being passed in both the State
House and Senate, the bill was placed on Governor Jan Brewer’s desk for
her signature.  Upon signing, the Glassmans worked together raising over
$45,000 with the support of organizations such as the Rodel Foundation,
Helios Foundation, Arizona Education Association Foundation, Arizona
Community Foundation, and the Apollo Education Foundation as well as

individual donations from education advocates from across the Valley.
These funds were required to be paid to the Arizona Department of
Transportation to develop and distribute the plate.

The “Extraordinary Educators” license plate, available at www.ser-
vicearizona.com, has a dark green chalkboard background with a bright
red apple and the slogan “Support our Schools.”  At a cost of $25 per year,
$17 of each plate is contributed to the Arizona Community Foundation
where annually, the 15 elected County Superintendents of Education will
distribute the funds through a statewide mini-grant process for “extraor-
dinary” teacher projects.  The plate was launched January 2014 and the
first grants will be available Fall 2015. 

For Sasha and Rodney Glassman, who made the creation of the
“Extraordinary Educators” license plate a reality, it’s all in a day’s work
as parents committed to the future of their two young daughters.  “The
more we can do to salute our public school teachers and drive resources
into their classrooms, the better off we will all be as Arizonans,” says
Sasha. To purchase your “Extraordinary Educators” license plate, visit
www.servicearizona.com.                                                                  v
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Saluting our Teachers
and Supporting our Schools
When you purchase the “Extraordinary Educators” license 
plate, not only do you share your support for public
education every time you hit the road, but you also
contribute $17 to fund statewide mini-grant projects for
K – 8 public school teachers, creating new opportunities for 
students in the areas of arts, science, and recreation. With 
your support you are contributing to the next
generation of big thinkers, go-getters, and problem-solvers. 
The next generation of Arizonans. Our future!

Buy online at servicearizona.com!

Pictured with her oldest daughter, Sasha Glassman is a member of the Madison 
Elementary School District Governing Board, an attorney, children’s book author, and 
champion of the Extraordinary Educators’ License Plate. With the tremendous support 
of Arizona State Representative Jeff Dial (LD 18), HB 2217 the “Extraordinary
Educators” bill was signed into law April 2013.


