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Harp Specialist Karen Miller began her 
music career at Lyben’s Music Store of 
Kansas City participating in the musical 
kindergarten class twice a week for one 
year.  At age four she began studying 
piano, started the clarinet at age ten and 
has played the harp since the age of 
twelve after being invited to participate 
in the Lyon-Healy Troubadour Harp 
Program for one year in the Kansas City 
Public Schools studying under Mary 
Johnston, Margaret Ling and Clifford 

Wooldrige.  In high school, Karen studied harp with the appointed 
harpist for the Kansas City Philharmonic each season.  Arriving at 
Arizona State University, Karen began studying with Ester 
McLaughlin.  Karen completed her Bachelor of Music Education in 
instrumental music, harp emphasis and then went on to earn her 
Master of Harp Performance Pedagogy form ASU studying with 
Suzanne Balderston.  In the fall of 1974 Karen joined the Mesa 
Public Schools Music Program to begin a program of harp study for 
their students.  She taught elementary band and general music for 
the first 11 years while building the program and when the harp 
program had passed the 60 + student mark, Karen was appointed 
full-time harp specialist. Many of her students have gone on to 
pursue professional careers in the harp. This year there are seventy 
eight students at 12 schools participating in the Mesa Public Schools 
Harp Program.

As a long time member of AMEA, Karen has served as ABODA 
vice president Elementary Activities and as Secretary. Karen has 
presented numerous workshops for The American Harp Society, 
MENC (now NAfME), AMEA and ASTA. Karen also serves 
frequently as a harp adjudicator for Regionals, All-State and The 
American Harp Society.  She has served as national conference chair 
for both the American Harp Society and Sigma Alpha Iota.  Karen 
enjoys teaching privately, performing regularly for special events, 
area orchestras and playing with Mr. Merle Wittmeyer in the Center 
Street Harp Duo.  Additionally, Karen has served several churches 
as children’s choir director and she participates regularly as a church 
musician.  This year Karen celebrates 40 years of teaching with Mesa 
Public Schools.


