
Student Voice Experience: 
 
 

Macy’s: 

Last week I had the amazing opportunity to go Washington D.C. and address education 
issues with the Student Voice organization. It was an experience I will never forget! 
Although, exploring the city was one of my favorite things, nothing could be better than 
participating in the Student Voice round-table discussion. It was productive, and 
positive. So many ideas and visions were shared for change. I know that the work we 
did in D.C. will make changes and bring attention to current educational issues. I cannot 
wait to see the outcome!    
 

Megan’s: 

I am honored and thankful to have been selected to participate in the Student Voice 

Consortium in Washington D.C.  Only twelve students from across the country were 

chosen to participate in this event and it was an amazing experience!  

After the facilitator’s welcome and student introductions, the round-table discussion 

focused on issues student’s face in their schools and what elements each would like to 

include in their dream school. It was enlightening to hear how each of our experiences 

differed according to our geographic location, ethnicity and gender. This gave me a new 

perspective on the problems facing students today. 

Eventually the group identified two main categories to be the focus of discussion, school 

climate and personal learning. The discussion on school climate centered on how we 

could create a system for students, teachers, parents and local businesses to 

communicate with one another. I was able to offer my experience with the Chief 

Science Officer’s Community of Practice event and the group was impressed with that 

process. Empathy also became a theme and we discussed if empathy could be taught 

in high school. Many ideas were exchanged on that topic, such as respect, influence, 

core values. 

In the second group we discussed individualized learning. We came to the conclusion 

that it would be most beneficial if students were given a road map. Although we all 

came from different schools, we had similar early high school experiences and agreed 

that it was very helpful when students were given a synopsis and other supporting 

materials which detailed what classes they needed to graduate, which specific classes 

were required for college admittance and what the student’s opportunities were for 

fluctuation. This would allow the student to get the most out of their high school 

experience. 

After the discussion we could not stop talking about it, we even continued the 

discussion in the street after we left the meeting and on the plane ride home! I am so 

very thankful for this empowering and enlightening experience. I can’t wait for upcoming 

Chief Science Officer events and the opportunity to increase student voice within our 

schools.  


