
 

Know a teacher that loves STEM? Know one who would like to hone up on his/her skills, or just 
collaborate with other teachers from around the Valley? STEMteachersPHX.org is happy 
present our first Annual Conference. The sessions are specifically designed to open up discourse 
on how to engage students in STEM. 
 
What: Making STEM Relevant to Students 
When: February 3rd, 2018 from 8:30 am to 1pm 
Where: ASU Engineering: 501 East Tyler Mall, Tempe, AZ 
Costs: $25.00 per teacher. $10.00 per Administrator 
Register:https://www.eventbrite.com/e/conference-making-stem-relevant-to-students-tickets-40059156014  
 
Keynote Speaker 1: Mark Huerta:  
33 Buckets began working in 2010 as a student project at Arizona State University. 7 years later, we've 
grown to provide safe water for a lifetime to thousands of people in 3 countries. We have recently 
established 33 Buckets Foundation, a partner 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, and are expanding to more 
than double our number of communities served by the summer of 2018. 
Building a social entrepreneurial project is not an easy endeavor, but it is an incredibly humbling, 
rewarding experience. Here is the story of how several engineering students decided they wanted to 
make a difference in the lives of others across the world and, over the course of several years, creating a 
solution to empower people across the world to solve global water issues. 
 
Keynote Speaker 2: David M. Jacobson 
David is an award winning author and his latest book is now a keynote by the same title: The 7 ½ Habits 
of Highly Humorous People. David presents keynotes and workshops on humor and health, 
communication, leadership, team building and stress reduction all in a fun and entertaining way. "When 
we laugh while we learn we retain the information to a much higher degree."  
 
David will talk about how to use humor to enhance learning. Research supports using humor to enhance 
classroom culture with playfulness and joy. It can be used to improve relationships and encourage a 
sense of community. It's important to teach students the difference between appropriate and 
inappropriate humor. He will also discuss the stages of humor development with age-appropriate humor 
for various age groups. 

 

 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/conference-making-stem-relevant-to-students-tickets-40059156014


Sessions Specifically Designed for You: 
 
Administrators: We understand that many administrators around the Valley want to help their teachers 
build strong STEM programs. This session, led by Jen Gutierrez will help you understand how you can do 
just that. 
Teachers attend sessions about how to Engage Students in STEM. Sessions will include (Details will soon 
be posted): 
 

 Technology in STEM:  
Title: Create Your Own Maker and Coding Day  
Presenters: Charissa Watkins, Esperanza Lopez, and Dr. Nan Williams.  
Description:This session will provide ideas on how to begin the process of creating a 
Maker and Coding Day for students. Participants will have an opportunity to start 
brainstorming how to implement their own plan. 

 Engineering in STEM: 
  Title: The Engineering Projects in Community Service program 
  Presenter: Jennifer Velez 

Description: The Engineering Projects in Community Service program, known as EPICS, is 
a national award-winning social entrepreneurship program. Teams design, build and 
deploy systems to solve engineering-based problems for charities, schools and other 
not-for-profit organizations. Our students aren’t waiting to graduate to make a 
difference—they are tackling real-world problems today. Participants will be introduced 
to the EPICS design process through a fun and engaging human-centered engineering 
challenge.  

 Math in STEM: 
  Title: The M in STEM 
  Presenter: April Strom 

 Addressing the Minority/Gender Gap in STEM: 
  Title: Making STEM accessible for Minorities 
  Presenter: Liahla Roberts 

 Whiteboarding: 
 Title: Using Whiteboards to Engage Students 
 Presenter: TBD 

Description: Presenters will share multiple uses and strategies for using whiteboards to 
engage students in learning and discourse.  

 
Student Panels: Hear from the students about their relationship with various areas of STEM: What 
inspires them? What motivates them? What engages them? 
Panels will include: 

 ISEF (International Science and Engineering Fair) Panel: Talk to students that represented 
Arizona during last year's event in L.A. 

 CSO (AzSciTech’s Chief Science Officers) Panel: Hear from students who represent their school 
and community. 

 EPICS (ASU’s Engineering Program): Be inspired by students and teachers that have been 
involved in this program to solve real-world problems 

Speed-Dating: You are highly encouraged to visit room ECG140 for a speed-dating session with our 
vendors! Get all the boxes in your vendor form stamped and be entered to win some fabulous door-
prizes! 

 
 


