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Introduction 
An important aspect of our Republic is that an educated and engaged citizenry is vital for the system to work. In a government where the final 
authority and sovereignty rests with the people, our local, state, and federal governments will only be as responsive as the citizens demand them to 
be. Preparing students for contemporary society cannot be accomplished without a strong emphasis on civics, economics, geography, and history – 
the core disciplines of the social sciences. It is imperative that each generation gains an understanding of the knowledge, skills, and dispositions to 
participate fully in civic life in a rapidly changing world.  

The emphasis on content knowledge, disciplinary skills and processes, and the integration of inquiry elements will prepare students of Mesa Public 
Schools to engage actively in their community and meet the needs of the 21st century. 

Engaging students in the pursuit of active, informed citizenship will require a broad range of understandings and skills including: 

Think analytically 
• Pose and frame questions
• Gather a variety of evidence
• Recognize continuity and detect change over time
• Utilize chronology to examine cause and effect relationships
• Draw and combine reasonable inferences from a variety of sources to build an understanding of complex questions

Read widely and critically 
• Examine, interpret, and contextualize primary sources focusing on author, purpose, and audience of each source
• Identify and compare historical, geographic, economic, and political science interpretations from a wide variety of secondary sources
• Utilize broader understanding to discern subtext in primary and secondary sources

Communicate cogently and in a compelling manner 
• Develop and defend evidenced based arguments
• Utilize multiple perspectives for comprehensive explanations
• Practice and cultivate a wide variety of diverse types of writing
• Engage in constructive conversations around history and social science topics
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K-8 Grade Level Storylines
and Content Focus Key

To create a coherent sequence from one grade to the next, to avoid unneeded repetition, and to close content gaps, each K-8 grade level has a 
storyline or content focus for the year. This is not the case for high school. High school courses are based on a more comprehensive focus in each 
content area. 

Grade Symbol Storyline/Content Focus Grade Symbol Storyline/Content Focus 

K Children as Citizens 5 
United States Studies (American Revolution 

1763 to Industrialism 1900s) 

1 Communities: Living and Working Together 6 
Global Studies: World Regions and Cultures 
of the Eastern Hemisphere (Early Civilization 

– Renaissance and Reformation)

2 The World Around Me 7 
Integrated Global Studies (Scientific 

Revolution and Enlightenment – Present) 

3 Arizona Studies (Prehistoric to Present Day) 8 
Citizenship and Civic Engagement in Today’s 

Society 

4 
Regions and Cultures of the Americas (Pre-

contact Americans to European Settlements 
up to 1763) 
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Anchor Standards 
The Arizona History and Social Science Standards are organized into five content areas. Within these content areas are major core concepts referred to 
as Anchor Standards.  One core concept within the standards is the Disciplinary Skills and Processes. These Disciplinary Skills and Process standards 
provide the vehicle for which content is to be delivered.  They can apply to any historical era, context, or content area and provide the tools 
students need to think like historians, geographers, political scientists, and economists. These skills and processes are especially critical in a time when 
students are exposed to massive amounts of information in numerous forms and must develop skills to make sense of the information they 
obtain.  Grade level standards are (then) written to support these Anchor Standards and progress as the student moves through grade levels. 

Disciplinary Skills and Processes Civics Economics Geography History 
SP1: Chronological reasoning requires 
understanding processes of change and 
continuity over time, which means assessing 
similarities and differences between historical 
periods and between the past and present. 

C1: Civic virtues and 
democratic principles are 
key components of the 
American political system. 

E1: A financially literate 
individual understands how to 
manage income, spending, 
and investment. 

G1: The use of 
geographic 
representations and tools 
helps individuals 
understand their world. 

H1: The development of civilizations, 
societies, cultures, and innovations 
have influenced history and 
continue to impact the modern 
world. 

SP2: Thinking within the discipline involves 
the ability to identify, compare, and evaluate 
multiple perspectives about a given event to 
draw conclusions about that event since 
there are multiple points of view about 
events and issues. 

C2: Citizens have individual 
rights, roles, and 
responsibilities. 

E2: By applying economic 
reasoning, individuals seek to 
understand the decisions of 
people, groups, and societies. 

G2: Human-environment 
interactions are essential 
aspects of human life in 
all societies. 

H2: Cycles of conflict and 
cooperation have shaped relations 
among people, places, and 
environments. 

SP3: Historians and social scientists gather, 
interpret, and use evidence to develop claims 
and answer historical, economic, 
geographical, and political questions and 
communicate their conclusions. 

C3: An understanding of 
civic and political 
institutions in society and 
the principles these 
institutions are intended to 
reflect including knowledge 
about law, politics, and 
government are essential to 
effective citizenship. 

E3: Individuals and institutions 
are interdependent within 
market systems. 

G3: Examining human 
population and 
movement helps 
individuals understand 
past, present, and future 
conditions on Earth’s 
surface. 

H3: Economic, political, and religious 
ideas and institutions have 
influenced history and continue to 
shape the modern world. E4: The domestic economy is 

shaped by interactions 
between government, 
institutions, and the private 
sector 

SP4: Thinking within the discipline involves 
the ability to analyze relationships among 
causes and effects and to create and support 
arguments using relevant evidence. 

C4: Process, rules, and laws 
direct how individuals are 
governed and how society 
addresses problems. 

E5: The interconnected global 
economy impacts all 
individuals and groups in 
significant and varied ways. 

G4: Global 
interconnections and 
spatial patterns are a 
necessary part of 
geographic reasoning. 

H4: Patterns of social and political 
interactions have shaped people, 
places, and events throughout 
history and continue to shape the 
modern world. 
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The 21 Anchor Standards are represented within each of the grade bands; K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and high school, but not all Anchor Standards are at each grade 
level. Specific grade level standards are organized under each of the Anchor Standards. 
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Inquiry Arc 
Children and adolescents are naturally curious and have unlimited questions. Learning to investigate questions in the social studies discipline areas 
results in a deeper understanding of content and a stronger connection to the material. Students must gather and evaluate evidence, formulate 
arguments, critique counter claims, and communicate their conclusions through many modes including writing, speaking, and visualizing. The six 
components of the Inquiry Arc are found in the Disciplinary Skills and Processes Anchor Standards and appear at each grade level. Incorporating 
inquiry using the content standards reinforces the same skills and processes contained in the Arizona English Language Arts (ELA) standards. As 
students utilize inquiry processes in their content area, they reinforce and use the ELA reading, writing, speaking, and listening standards. 

The Six Elements of the Inquiry Arc 

• Inquiry Element 1: Developing Compelling Questions
Central to a rich social studies experience is the capability for developing questions that can frame and advance inquiry. Those questions come in two forms:
compelling and supporting questions. Compelling questions focus on enduring issues and concerns.

• Inquiry Element 2: Constructing Supporting Questions
Supporting questions focus on descriptions, definitions, and processes in which there is general agreement within the social studies disciplines and require
students to construct explanations that advance claims of understanding in response.

• Inquiry Element 3: Gathering and Evaluating Sources
Students, whether they are constructing opinions, explanations, or arguments, gather information from a variety of sources and evaluate the relevance of
the information. In evaluating these sources there are literacy skills, such as identifying an author’s purpose, main idea, and point of view, that will help in
evaluating the usefulness of a source.

• Inquiry Element 4: Developing Claims
Once students analyze information, they need to develop claims and counterclaims to answer social studies questions. Evidence is used to support these
claims.

• Inquiry Element 5: Communicating Conclusions
Students formalize their arguments and explanations and communicate their results through various products to a wide range of audiences. Students also
have the opportunity to critique their scholarship as well as the scholarship of others.

• Inquiry Element 6: Taking Informed Action
To prepare students for civic life, students use their disciplinary knowledge, skills, and perspectives to inquire about problems involved in public issues,
deliberate with others on how to define and address these issues, take constructive and collaborative action, and reflect on that action. 
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Design and Coding 
Each standard is made up of three components. The grade level appears first, followed by the core discipline Big Idea, and finally a standard number. 
The standard number at the end of the code is designed for recording purposes and does not imply instructional sequence or importance. Examples 
and explanations of the coding are reflected here. 



MPS Social Sciences Curriculum Guide • Governing Board Approved Oct. 2019 vii 

Standards v. Curriculum v. Instruction 
Standards: 

Standards are what a student needs to know, understand, and be able to do by the end of each grade. They build across grade levels in a 
progression of increasing understanding and through a range of cognitive demand levels. Standards are adopted at the state level by the Arizona 
State Board of Education. 

Curriculum:  

Curriculum refers to resources used for teaching and learning the standards. Curricula are adopted at the local level. 

Instruction: 

Instruction refers to the methods, or methodologies, used by teachers to teach their students. Instructional techniques are employed by individual 
teachers in response to the needs of the students in their classes to help them progress through the curriculum to master the standards. Decisions 
about instructional practice and techniques are made at a local level. 



Scope and Sequence 
Sixth Grade: Global Studies: World Regions and Cultures of the Eastern Hemisphere 

The content will be viewed through geographic and historical lenses. Students will understand the cultural, religious, economic, 
and political systems of selected societies in the world through a historical approach from early civilizations to the Renaissance and 
Reformation periods. Topics include the development of early civilizations, development of world religions, characteristics and 
contributions of the classical civilizations, growth of trade networks, and innovations and accomplishments of the Renaissance and 
Reformation.
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Unit # Title Critical Content Approximate Time 
1 Early Civilizations Hunters and Gatherers 

Mesopotamia 
Nile River Valley 

Indus River Valley 
Yellow River Valley 

8 weeks 

2 Empires Egyptian 
Greek 
Roman 

Persian 
Indian 
Chinese 

12 weeks 

3 Middle Ages Medieval Europe 
Medieval Japan 
Middle Ages in Middle East and East 
Feudal System 

Manorialism 
Guilds 
Taxation systems 

4 weeks 

4 Renaissance and Reformation Origins 
Accomplishments and Contributions 
Geographic Diffusions 
Traditional economic systems 

Guilds 
Taxation systems 
Coerced labor 

8 weeks 
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Sixth Grade 
Unit 1

Compelling Question: What are the advantages of working and living together? Time:  8 Weeks 

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content 
standards are to be delivered to students.  Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate. 

6.SP1.1 Examine ways that historians and social scientists know about the past.

6.SP1.2 Analyze connections among events and developments in various geographic and
cultural contexts.

6.SP1.3 Classify a series of historical events and developments as examples of change and/or 
continuity. 

6.SP1.4 Evaluate the significance of past events and their effect on students’ lives and society.

6.SP2.1 Explain how and why perspectives of people have changed throughout different
historical eras.

6.SP2.2 Analyze how people’s perspective influenced what information is available in the
historical sources they created.

6.SP3.1 Define and frame compelling and supporting questions about issues and events in the 
time-period and region studied. 

6.SP3.2 Use evidence to develop claims and counterclaims in response to compelling
questions in the time period and region studied.

6.SP3.3 Classify the kinds of historical sources used in secondary interpretations.

6.SP3.4 Use information about a historical source including the author, date, place of origin, 
intended audience, and purpose to judge the extent to which the source is useful for studying a 
topic and evaluate the credibility of the source.

6.SP3.5 Use questions generated about multiple sources to identify further areas of inquiry and
additional sources.

6.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources.

6.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, and
details with relevant information and data.

6.SP4.1 Explain the multiple causes and effects of events and developments in the past.

6.SP4.2 Organize applicable evidence into a coherent argument about the past.

Content Standards Learning Targets Key Concepts/Topics 
6.C2.1 Analyze the beliefs, experiences, perspectives, and values that
underlie points of view regarding civic issues in the time period and
regions studied. 

6.C4.1 Explain challenges and opportunities people and groups face 
when solving local, regional, and/or global problems.

6.E3.3 Analyze the influence of specialization and trade within diverse
cultures and communities in regions studied. 

6.E5.2 Explain the effects of increasing economic interdependence 
within distinct groups. 

6.G1.1 Use and construct maps, graphs, and other representations to
explain relationships between locations of places and regions.

6.G2.1 Compare diverse ways people or groups of people have 
impacted, modified, or adapted to the environment of the Eastern 
Hemisphere.

I can identify and classify primary and secondary sources. (6.SP3.3) 

I can use evidence from multiple sources to develop a claim and counterclaim 
in response to a compelling question about early civilizations. (6.SP3.2) 

I can evaluate sources about early civilizations for usefulness and credibility. 
(6.SP3.4) 

I can construct and present explanations and arguments about early civilizations 
using credible and relevant resources. (6.SP3.6, 6.SP3.7) 

I can read a map of the ancient world to answer questions about relationships 
between locations and regions. (6.G1.1)  

I can create a map of early civilizations to represent relationships between 
locations, places, and regions. (6.G1.1)  

I can explain why climates and land formations are different around the world. 
(6.G4.1) 

Neolithic people (i.e., hunters and 
gatherers, pastoral societies, 
agricultural societies) 

population and settlement patterns 

early civilizations (i.e., Mesopotamia, 
Indus River Valley, Nile River Valley, 
Yellow River Valley) 

agriculture (i.e., irrigation, farming, 
domestication) 

origins, founders, sacred texts, tenets, 
and practices of religions (i.e., 
Hinduism, Monotheism, Polytheism, 
Confucianism, Taoism [Daoism], 
Shintoism) 
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Content Standards Learning Targets Key Concepts/Topics 
6.G3.1 Analyze how cultural and environmental characteristics affect
the distribution and movement of people, goods, and ideas.

6.G3.2 Analyze the influence of location, use of natural resources,
catastrophic environmental events, and technological developments 
on human settlement and migration.

6.G4.1 Explain why environmental characteristics vary among different
world regions.

6.G4.2 Describe how natural and human-made catastrophic events
and economic activities in one place affect people living in nearby and
distant places.

6.H1.2 Explain the causes and effects of interactions between cultures 
and civilizations.

6.H2.1 Evaluate the causes and effects of conflict and resolution
among different societies and cultures.

6.H3.2 Generate questions to examine the similarities and differences
between major world religions and the role of religion in the formation 
of regions and their cultural, political, economic, and social identity.

I can explain challenges and opportunities people in Neolithic groups faced 
when solving problems. (6.C4.1) 

I can analyze the influence of technology on the settlement of Neolithic people. 
(6.G3.2)   

I can describe the lives of people in Mesopotamia. (6.C2.1) 

I can evaluate the causes and effects of conflict resolution among different 
societies and cultures in Mesopotamia. (6.H2.1) 

I can analyze why early people chose to settle where they did. (6.G3.1) 

I can define specialization and trade in early civilizations. (6.E3.3) 

I can analyze how specialization and trade influenced early civilizations. (6.E3.3) 

I can explain economic interdependence. (6.E5.2) 

I can describe how groups of peoples’ dependence on each other affects 
success in pastoral societies. (6.E5.2) 

I can analyze why culture and environment caused early civilizations to share 
goods and ideas. (6.G3.1) 

I can explain the causes and effects of interactions between cultures and early 
civilizations. (6.H1.2) 

I can describe how economic activities impact people near and far in early 
civilizations. (6.G4.2) 

I can compare how early civilizations adapted to different environments. 
(6.G2.1) 

I can compare how early civilizations modified their environment. (6.G2.1)  

I can describe how natural and human-made catastrophes impact people near 
and far in early civilizations. (6.G4.2) 

I can develop meaningful questions that examine the differences and 
similarities between major world religions. (6.H3.2) 

I can develop meaningful questions to examine the role of religions in forming 
societies. (6.H3.2) 

geography (i.e., natural resources, 
climate and seasons, ecosystems, 
major landforms and bodies of water, 
natural disasters) 

trade (i.e., specialization) 

government (i.e., origins of and 
reasons for government, 
Hammurabi’s Code, overall controls 
of larger societies) 

culture (i.e., competition, diversity, 
way of life) 
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Supporting Questions 
How have humans developed civilizations? 

What are the benefits and consequences of civilization? 

What makes a civilization? 

How does geography affect civilization? 

How did the early religions impact civilization? 

What role did agriculture play in the development of civilizations?  

Why did people start farming? 

What were some early forms of government that helped control civilizations? 
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Sixth Grade 
Unit 2

Compelling Question: What makes an empire impressive? Time:  12 Weeks 

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content 
standards are to be delivered to students.  Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate. 

6.SP1.1 Examine ways that historians and social scientists know about the past.

6.SP1.2 Analyze connections among events and developments in various geographic and
cultural contexts.

6.SP1.3 Classify a series of historical events and developments as examples of change and/or 
continuity. 

6.SP1.4 Evaluate the significance of past events and their effect on students’ lives and society.

6.SP2.1 Explain how and why perspectives of people have changed throughout different
historical eras.

6.SP2.2 Analyze how people’s perspective influenced what information is available in the
historical sources they created.

6.SP3.1 Define and frame compelling and supporting questions about issues and events in the 
time-period and region studied. 

6.SP3.2 Use evidence to develop claims and counterclaims in response to compelling
questions in the time period and region studied.

6.SP3.3 Classify the kinds of historical sources used in secondary interpretations.

6.SP3.4 Use information about a historical source including the author, date, place of origin, 
intended audience, and purpose to judge the extent to which the source is useful for studying a 
topic and evaluate the credibility of the source.

6.SP3.5 Use questions generated about multiple sources to identify further areas of inquiry and
additional sources.

6.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources.

6.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, and
details with relevant information and data.

6.SP4.1 Explain the multiple causes and effects of events and developments in the past.

6.SP4.2 Organize applicable evidence into a coherent argument about the past.

Content Standards Learning Targets Key Concepts/Topics 
6.C2.1 Analyze the beliefs, experiences, perspectives, and values that
underlie points of view regarding civic issues in the time period and
regions studied. 

6.C4.1 Explain challenges and opportunities people and groups face 
when solving local, regional, and/or global problems.

6.C4.2 Describe and apply civic virtues including deliberative processes 
that contribute to the common good and democratic principles in school, 
community, and government.

6.E1.1 Analyze the relationship between education, income, and job
opportunities within the context of the time period and region studied. 

6.E3.1 Describe the relationship between various costs and benefits of 
economic production. 

6.E3.2 Explain the influence the factors of production have on the 
manufacture of goods and services within different cultures, regions, and
communities. 

I can use evidence from multiple sources to develop a claim and counterclaim 
in response to a compelling question about early empires. (6.SP3.2) 

I can evaluate sources about early empires for usefulness and credibility. 
(6.SP3.4) 

I can construct and present explanations and arguments about early empires 
using credible and relevant resources. (6.SP3.6, 6.SP3.7) 

I can evaluate the significance of events in early empires and their effect on my 
life. (6.SP1.4)   

I can read a map of the ancient world to answer questions about relationships 
between locations and regions. (6.G1.1)   

I can create a map of early empires to represent relationships between 
locations, places, and regions. (6.G1.1)  

I can explain why climates and land formations are different around the world. 
(6.G4.1) 

empires (i.e., Egyptian, Greek, 
Roman, Persian, Indian, Chinese) 

origins, founders, sacred texts, 
tenets, and practices of religions 
(i.e., Hinduism, Monotheism, 
Polytheism, Confucianism, Taoism 
(Daoism), Shintoism) 

geography (i.e., farming and 
irrigation, natural resources, 
population, climate and seasons, 
ecosystems, major landforms and 
bodies of water, natural disasters) 

economy (i.e., specialization, trade , 
networks, cultural exchange and 
diffusion, Silk Road, value of 
money, traditional economic  
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Content Standards Learning Targets Key Concepts/Topics 
6.E3.3 Analyze the influence of specialization and trade within diverse
cultures and communities in regions studied. 

6.E5.1 Describe the factors that influence trade between countries or 
cultures.

6.E5.2 Explain the effects of increasing economic interdependence 
within distinct groups. 

6.G1.1 Use and construct maps, graphs, and other representations to
explain relationships between locations of places and regions.

6.G2.1 Compare diverse ways people or groups of people have 
impacted, modified, or adapted to the environment of the Eastern 
Hemisphere.

6.G3.1 Analyze how cultural and environmental characteristics affect the
distribution and movement of people, goods, and ideas.

6.G3.2 Analyze the influence of location, use of natural resources,
catastrophic environmental events, and technological developments on 
human settlement and migration.

6.G4.1 Explain why environmental characteristics vary among different
world regions.

6.G4.2 Describe how natural and human-made catastrophic events and
economic activities in one place affect people living in nearby and distant
places.

6.H1.1 Compare the development and characteristics of historical 
cultures and civilizations from different global regions within designated
time periods. 

6.H1.2 Explain the causes and effects of interactions between cultures 
and civilizations.

6.H2.1 Evaluate the causes and effects of conflict and resolution among
different societies and cultures.

6.H3.1 Analyze the impact of religious, government, and civic groups
over time.

I can analyze the influence of technology, natural resources, location on human 
settlements and migration in early empires. (6.G3.2)  

I can compare how early empires adapted and/or modified their different 
environments. (6.G2.1) 

I can explain challenges and opportunities people faced in early empires when 
solving problems. (6.C4.1) 

I can evaluate causes and effects of conflict resolution among different societies 
and cultures in early empires. (6.H2.1) 

I can explain what led to the development of government in early empires. 
(6.C2.1) 

I can describe civic virtues (e.g., voting) and explain how they were used for the 
common good in early empires. (6.C4.2) 

I can apply civic virtues (e.g., voting) to democratic principles in early empires. 
(6.C4.2) 

I can explain why the city-states of Ancient Greece and provinces of Rome have 
different motivations for individual rights, freedoms, and responsibilities. 
(6.H3.3) 

I can explain how a unique place with unique resources influences production 
and manufacturing in early empires. (6.E3.2) 

I can explain how people worked together for success in early empires. (6.E5.2) 

I can describe the factors that influence trade between early empires. (6.E5.1) 

I can analyze how culture and environment affect the movement of people, 
goods, and ideas. (6.G3.1) 

I can explain causes and effects of interactions between early empires. (6.H1.2) 

I can analyze relationships between jobs, income, and education in early 
empires. (6.E1.1) 

I can analyze the influence trade had on early empires and the cost and benefits 
related to it. (6.E3.1) 

systems, taxation systems, land 
and sea transportation) 

types of government (i.e., 
oligarchy, aristocracy, democracy, 
monarchy) 

warfare (i.e., conquests and 
expansion) 

rise and fall of each empire 

contributions to society long term 
(i.e., inventions, ideas, competition) 

diversity (i.e., racial, ethnic, class, 
gender, regional, and migration) 

civics (i.e., civility, respect for rights 
of others, individual responsibility, 
respect for law, open mindedness, 
critical examination of issues, 
negotiation and compromise, civic 
mindedness, compassion, 
patriotism, reconciliation, 
consensus building) 

costs and benefits (i.e., positive and 
negative consequences) 
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Content Standards Learning Targets Key Concepts/Topics 
6.H3.2 Generate questions to examine the similarities and differences
between major world religions and the role of religion in the formation of
regions and their cultural, political, economic, and social identity.

6.H3.3 Explain why communities, states, and nations have different
motivations for their choices including individual rights, freedoms, and
responsibilities. 

6.H4.1 Describe how different groups identities such as racial, ethnic, 
class, gender, regional, and immigrant migration status emerged and
contributed to societal and regional development, characteristics, and
interactions over time.

I can describe how natural and human-made catastrophes, as well as economic 
activities, impact people near and far in early empires. (6.G4.2) 

I can compare development of cultures and civilizations in the early empires. 
(6.H1.1)  

I can describe how different group identities formed and contributed to societal 
development in early empires. (6.H4.1) 

I can analyze impacts of religious, government, and civic groups in early 
empires. (6.H3.1) 

I can develop meaningful questions to examine the role of religions in forming 
societies. (6.H3.2) 

I can develop meaningful questions that examine the differences and 
similarities between major world religions. (6.H3.2) 

Supporting Questions 
What is an empire? 

What was the role of government in early empires? 

How did humans create empires? 

What factors contribute to the rise and fall of empires? 

Where are empires today? 

Which civic virtues from early empires do we still use today? 
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Sixth Grade 
Unit 3

Compelling Question: What region fared best during the middle ages? Time:  4 Weeks 

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content 
standards are to be delivered to students.  Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate. 

6.SP1.1 Examine ways that historians and social scientists know about the past.

6.SP1.2 Analyze connections among events and developments in various geographic and
cultural contexts.

6.SP1.3 Classify a series of historical events and developments as examples of change and/or 
continuity. 

6.SP1.4 Evaluate the significance of past events and their effect on students’ lives and society.

6.SP2.1 Explain how and why perspectives of people have changed throughout different
historical eras.

6.SP2.2 Analyze how people’s perspective influenced what information is available in the 
historical sources they created.

6.SP3.1 Define and frame compelling and supporting questions about issues and events in the 
time-period and region studied. 

6.SP3.2 Use evidence to develop claims and counterclaims in response to compelling
questions in the time period and region studied.

6.SP3.3 Classify the kinds of historical sources used in secondary interpretations.

6.SP3.4 Use information about a historical source including the author, date, place of origin,
intended audience, and purpose to judge the extent to which the source is useful for studying a 
topic and evaluate the credibility of the source.

6.SP3.5 Use questions generated about multiple sources to identify further areas of inquiry and
additional sources.

6.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources.

6.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, and
details with relevant information and data.

6.SP4.1 Explain the multiple causes and effects of events and developments in the past.

6.SP4.2 Organize applicable evidence into a coherent argument about the past.

Content Standards Learning Targets Key Concepts/Topics 
6.C4.1 Explain challenges and opportunities people and groups face when 
solving local, regional, and/or global problems.

6.E1.1 Analyze the relationship between education, income, and job
opportunities within the context of the time period and region studied. 

6.E3.1 Describe the relationship between various costs and benefits of 
economic production. 

6.E3.2 Explain the influence the factors of production have on the manufacture
of goods and services within different cultures, regions, and communities. 

6.E3.3 Analyze the influence of specialization and trade within diverse cultures
and communities in regions studied. 

6.G3.1 Analyze how cultural and environmental characteristics affect the
distribution and movement of people, goods, and ideas.

6.G4.2 Describe how natural and human-made catastrophic events and
economic activities in one place affect people living in nearby and distant

I can identify and classify historical sources from the Middle Ages. 
(6.SP3.3) 

I can create compelling and supporting questions about the Middle Ages. 
(6.SP3.1) 

I can explain the challenges people faced during the Middle Ages. (6.C4.1) 

I can describe how plagues and famines affected the population during 
the Middle Ages. (6.G4.2)  

I can analyze how power of religious groups grew in the Middle Ages. 
(6.H3.1) 

I can describe different social classes during the Middle Ages. (6.E1.1) 

I can describe how the class system contributed to the development of 
society. (6.H4.1) 

I can explain how the class system influenced individual rights and 
freedoms. (6.H3.3 ) 

Medieval Europe 

Medieval Japan 

Middle Ages in Middle East and 
East 

serfdom 

feudal system 

manorialism 

guilds 

taxation systems 

classes 

compare and contrast medieval 
cultures (i.e., geographic, political, 
social structures) 



Sixth Grade Unit 3 

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions MPS Social Sciences Curriculum Guide • Governing Board Approved Oct. 2019 9 

places. 

6.H1.1  Compare the development and characteristics of historical cultures and
civilizations from different global regions within designated time periods. 

6.H1.2 Explain the causes and effects of interactions between cultures and
civilizations.

6.H2.1 Evaluate the causes and effects of conflict and resolution among
different societies and cultures.

6.H3.1 Analyze the impact of religious, government, and civic groups over
time. 

6.H3.3 Explain why communities, states, and nations have different motivations 
for their choices including individual rights, freedoms, and responsibilities.

6.H4.1 Describe how different group identities such as racial, ethnic, class, 
gender, regional, and immigration status emerged and contributed to societal 
and regional development, characteristics, and interactions over time.

I can analyze the relationship between different classes in the Middle 
Ages. (6.E1.1) 

I can describe manorialism. (6.E3.1) 

I can explain the positives and negatives of manorialism. (6.E3.1) 

I can explain the impact of the feudal system on manufacturing goods. 
(6.E3.2) 

I can explain how the feudal system impacted trade. (6.E3.3) 

I can explain how the feudal system impacted the distribution and 
movement of people, goods, and idea. (6.G3.1) 

I can explain the causes and effects of interactions between middle 
eastern and eastern cultures in the Middle Ages. (6.H1.2) 

I can explain causes and effects  of the feudal system on the culture in 
Medieval Japan and Medieval Europe. (6.H4.1) 

I can evaluate the causes and effects of conflict and resolution in the 
Crusades. (6.H1.2) 

plagues and famines 

crusades 

religions (i.e., Judaism, Christianity, 
Islam, Confucianism, Sikhism) 

Supporting Questions 
What biases are found in primary sources from the Middle Ages? 

How are the Middle Ages different from the Classical Empires? 

What role did feudalism play in the Middle Ages? 

How did natural disasters impact societies in the Middle Ages? 

How are Medieval Japan and Medieval Europe similar and different? 

What ideas and beliefs are the same today as they were in the Middle Ages? 

What role did religion play in the Middle Ages? 
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Sixth Grade 
Unit 4

Compelling Question: How did innovations of the Renaissance and Reformation improve human life? Time:  8 Weeks 
Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content 
standards are to be delivered to students.  Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate. 

6.SP1.1 Examine ways that historians and social scientists know about the past.

6.SP1.2 Analyze connections among events and developments in various geographic and
cultural contexts.

6.SP1.3 Classify a series of historical events and developments as examples of change and/or 
continuity. 

6.SP1.4 Evaluate the significance of past events and their effect on students’ lives and society.

6.SP2.1 Explain how and why perspectives of people have changed throughout different
historical eras.

6.SP2.2 Analyze how people’s perspective influenced what information is available in the
historical sources they created.

6.SP3.1 Define and frame compelling and supporting questions about issues and events in the 
time-period and region studied. 

6.SP3.2 Use evidence to develop claims and counterclaims in response to compelling
questions in the time period and region studied.

6.SP3.3 Classify the kinds of historical sources used in secondary interpretations.

6.SP3.4 Use information about a historical source including the author, date, place of origin, 
intended audience, and purpose to judge the extent to which the source is useful for studying a 
topic and evaluate the credibility of the source.

6.SP3.5 Use questions generated about multiple sources to identify further areas of inquiry and
additional sources.

6.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources.

6.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, and
details with relevant information and data.

6.SP4.1 Explain the multiple causes and effects of events and developments in the past.

6.SP4.2 Organize applicable evidence into a coherent argument about the past.

Content Standards Learning Targets Key Concepts/Topics 
6.C2.1 Analyze the beliefs, experiences, perspectives, and values that
underlie points of view regarding civic issues in the time period and
regions studied. 

6.C4.1 Explain challenges and opportunities people and groups face 
when solving local, regional, and/or global problems.

6.C4.2 Describe and apply civic virtues including deliberative processes 
that contribute to the common good and democratic principles in
school, community, and government.

6.E1.1 Analyze the relationship between education, income, and job
opportunities within the context of the time period and region studied. 

6.E1.2 Give examples of financial risks that individuals and households
face within the context of the time period and region studied.
Individuals and institutions are interdependent within market systems. 

I can identify and classify historical sources from the Renaissance and 
Reformation. (6.SP3.3) 

I can evaluate sources about Renaissance and Reformation for usefulness and 
credibility. (6.SP3.4) 

I can construct and present explanations and arguments about the 
Renaissance and Reformation using credible and relevant resources. (6.SP3.7) 

I can use evidence from multiple sources to develop a claim and counterclaim 
in response to a compelling question about the Renaissance and Reformation. 
(6.SP3.2) 

I can explain challenges and opportunities faced by people during the 
Renaissance and Reformation. (6.C4.1) 

I can describe how different groups emerged and contributed to society 
during the Renaissance and Reformation. (6.H4.1) 

origins (i.e., plague and famines, 
Martin Luther and Protestantism) 

accomplishments and contributions 
(i.e., printing press, individuality and 
freedoms) 

geographic diffusions (i.e., means by 
which ideas spread, spreading of 
Renaissance and Reformation ideas, 
non-religious ideals, exploration) 

economic systems (i.e., taxation 
systems, coerced labor, guilds, 
bartering) 
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Content Standards Learning Targets Key Concepts/Topics 
6.E3.1 Describe the relationship between various costs and benefits of 
economic production. 

6.G3.1 Analyze how cultural and environmental characteristics affect
the distribution and movement of people, goods, and ideas.

6.G3.2 Analyze the influence of location, use of natural resources,
catastrophic environmental events, and technological developments on 
human settlement and migration.

6.G4.2 Describe how natural and human-made catastrophic events and
economic activities in one place affect people living in nearby and
distant places.

6.H1.1 Compare the development and characteristics of historical 
cultures and civilizations from different global regions within designated
time periods. 

6.H1.2 Explain the causes and effects of interactions between cultures 
and civilizations.

6.H2.1 Evaluate the causes and effects of conflict and resolution among
different societies and cultures.

6.H3.1 Analyze the impact of religious, government, and civic groups 
over time.

6.H3.2 Generate questions to examine the similarities and differences
between major world religions and the role of religion in the formation 
of regions and their cultural, political, economic, and social identity.

6.H4.1 Describe how different group identities such as racial, ethnic, 
class, gender, regional, and immigration status emerged and
contributed to societal and regional development, characteristics, and
interactions over time.

I can use questions to examine how religion changed ideas about government 
during the Renaissance and Reformation. (6.H3.2) 

I can explain what led to changes in civic authority during the Renaissance and 
Reformation. (6.C2.1) 

I can use questions to compare and contrast religion before and after the 
Reformation. (6.H3.2) 

I can analyze the impact of the Reformation on religion and government. 
(6.H3.1) 

I can evaluate causes and effects of conflicts and their resolutions during the 
Renaissance. (6.H2.1) 

I can explain the relationship between classes and opportunities available 
during the Renaissance and Reformation. (6.E1.1) 

I can give examples of the structure of the economy during the Renaissance. 
(6.E1.2) 

I can give examples of financial risks taken during the Renaissance. (6.E1.2) 

I can describe the costs and benefits of the expanding economic production in 
the Renaissance. (6.E3.1) 

I can explain how culture affected distribution of people, goods, and ideas 
during the Renaissance and Reformation. (6.G3.1) 

I can analyze how technological developments during the Renaissance 
impacted human population and migration. (6.G3.2) 

I can describe how plagues and famines helped cause the Renaissance. 
(6.G4.2)  

I can explain how trade and exploration affected people nearby and in distant 
places during the Renaissance. (6.G4.2) 

I can compare how the Renaissance developed in different regions of Europe. 
(6.H1.1) 

I can explain causes and effects of interactions during the Renaissance in 
different regions of Europe. (6.H1.2) 

I can evaluate the significance of events during the Renaissance and 
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Reformation and their effect on my life. (6.SP1.4) 

I can apply deliberation to make an informed decision that contributes to the 
common good of my community and compare it to the process that took 
place during this historical period. (6.C4.2) 

Supporting Questions 
How did the changes in thinking during this time period affect human interaction? 

What is the Renaissance? 

What is the Reformation? 

How did the Renaissance lead to the Reformation? 

How did the changes in thinking during this time period lead to conflict? 

Why did the arts flourish during the Renaissance? 

What contributions from the Renaissance and Reformation affected humans long-term? 




