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Hello Families and Friends,
Welcome back everyone. It may not be the normal way
we go to school but, we are resilient and will make it
through this year. Due to Covid-19 pandemic NAEP
services will make adjustments and will continue to be
here for you and your students. We will follow district
and CDC protocols and adjust as needed. NAEP will try
our best to continue services as normal as possible. The
first change will be exciting! Our first change is that we
are moving to an online-virtual setting. For this year, our
supplies have changed to meet the needs of our
students. We will provide virtual tools to use at home
such as headphones, mouse and other computer tools.
Our hope is to make your student’s at-home virtual
classes comfortable and have easy access.
NAEP will continue Family Culture Nights to the best of
our ability, offering cultural lessons and hands-on
activities for your family on a monthly basis. We will be
implementing a K-12 STEAM virtual program and reading
program throughout this year. We hope that you will join
us for our virtual sessions. This will be important as we
all need continual connection with one another. We will
continue to work with our community partners to offer
classes or community health. This information will be
sent out by email or placed on our social media.
Our office team will be minimal this year as we stagger
our hours in the office to avoid contact with one another.
We are unable to allow walk-ins into the office at this
time but, we will implement curbside pickup for all
families. We will be wearing protective gear such as a
mask, gloves and a shield when you arrive. We ask that
you do the same. As you pull up, honk your horn, give us
your student’s name, and open your trunk. We will place
all the monthly FCN materials, school supplies and
reading materials in your trunk. Please RSVP on our
website for a time slot at www.mpsaz.org/naep.
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Please let us know how we can provide support for
you and your students. We are here with you! Keep
updated on our Facebook page for any events and on
our NAEP website.
Ahe’hee’, Thank you,
Esther Nystrom
NAEP Program Specialist
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MEET THE OFFICE STAFF
Native America
Education Program

Student Service Center
1025 N. Country Club Dr.
Mesa, AZ 85201

Monday – Friday
8am – 4:30pm
480.472.0580
Visit our website
www.mpsaz.org/naep

I am Navajo, I am Kin Ya'aanii. I was born in Tuba
City, AZ and went to school at Hard Rock Mission
Boarding School in the 1970's. I finished Junior High
and High School in Flagstaff at East Flagstaff Junior
High and Coconino High School.
Moved to Mesa, AZ in 1986. I joined MPS in 1991,
started at Mesa Jr High School then after a few years
transferred to the Native American Education Program
Department.
I look forward to meeting you and if I can be of any
help do not hesitate to call me at 480-472-0577.
ELEANOR ebbeeson@mpsaz.org

Yá’át’ééh (Hello in Navajo) and Keshi (Hello in Zuni), I
am Crystal Wyaco-Little the new Office Assistant for the
Native American Education Program with Mesa Public
Schools. I’m part Navajo, Zuni and Tohono O’odham,
and I grew up on the Navajo reservation in Window
Rock, AZ. I’m a mother of three wonderful sons, Elijah,
Camden and Kellen, and I’m married to my best friend,
Patrick, for 21 years and counting. My family and I have
lived in the City of Mesa for 20 plus years, but we travel
to our three homelands of the Navajo Nation, Zuni and
Sells, AZ. to visit our families and to stay connected to
our cultures. Patrick and I are raising our sons
traditionally with their Navajo, Zuni and Tohono O’odham
traditions and language. I recently decided to finish my
college degree at ASU and one of my passions for
helping children has led me to change my major to
Forensic Psychology. I am happy to say that I am more
than halfway in obtaining my bachelor’s degree in
Science. I’m excited to be part a great team and helping
in ways that I can help Native American students
achieve their goals.
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Crystal Wyaco-Little
Office Assistant
480-472-0580
clwyacolittle@mpsaz.org

Elementary School Liaison’s
Ya'at'eeh- greetings, parents and grandparents
( guardians )
Welcome to a new year 2020/2021 at MPS and
Native American Program. The new challenge
with our laptops, remote learning.
I'm Ms. Noel of the Dine Navajo tribe,
Ta'ba'a'ha' edgewater people. I grew up in the
Crownpoint area, and my grandparents lived in
Steamboat. My grandmother was a weaver. I
could watch her for hours... until I fell asleep on
a sheep skin. I loved climbing the hill side,
mountain area. Those were the times when we
actually played outside. It never failed we would
find a lost puppy.
My favorite was a cat I found climbing under a
wood pile. My mom let me take her home.
Precious memories...
I have 3 wonderful children, they all attended
MPS. They all graduated! They all attended
A.S.U. I can certainly help you navigate the
MPS system. I will answer any questions
Elementary, Jr. High, or High school. College
FAFSA- financial aid forms. We work closely
with the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian
Community.
My passion at this time is helping acquire
glasses (vision). Mental health is also
tremendously important. It's a challenging time,
let me know how I can help.
Ahe'hee- Thank you.

Noel Alvarez

snalvarez@mpsaz.org
480-472-0581
Emerson Elementary / NAEP office
Monday thru Thursday
8:00 A.M- 3:30 P.M

Help for Parents
Directions for parents and/or students to join a Webex meeting. Also includes troubleshooting the audio and camera.
If you are having microphone issues in Webex, (and it’s not because you or the teacher is muted) where you cannot hear
the teacher:

•
•
•

Try this video troubleshooting tip.
Same troubleshooting tip, but written directions.
Also, make sure to check the mic by pressing the Fn and F4 keys on the keyboard at the same time. It will
indicate whether the mic is on or off.

MPS Parent Bootcamp- how to log in to Webex, how to use Canvas, how to support your child’s learning, and more.
Student Canvas Overview- learn how to use Canvas
Remote Learning Support for Parents and Students
If your child has tried to log into the Cisco Webex page in Canvas, and the page is blank, try a different browser, i.e.,
Edge or Safari.
If your child’s user name and/or password is not working, please email Nat Alexander at
nhalexander@mpsaz.org. Include child’s name, school, and student ID number.
Technical support- when the computer doesn’t work: 480-472-0044
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Elementary School Liaison’s
Yá'át'ééh! (Hello)
I am of the Diné/Navajo Tribe. I am born for the
Blacksheep clan, born into the Near Water Clan. My
traditional home is on the Navajo Nation.

Tiffany Berry

tberry@mpsaz.org
N.A.E.P. Office:
Mon/Weds/Thurs/Fri.
480.472.0578
Whittier Elementary School:
Tuesdays ONLY 7:30 – 4pm
480.472.4928

Mesa Public Schools Native American Education
Program has been around for 30 plus years and I am
blessed and honored to be a part of the last 6 years. I
started off as a cross-guard, playground and cafeteria
aide with Whittier Elementary School. Shortly afterward,
I was referred to The Native American Education
Program (NAEP) for the Home School Liaison position. I
have worked with many Native American students which
range from Kindergarten to 12th grade and worked with
many new and returning Parents/Guardians of MPS. I
also help my fellow liaisons when they need assistance
on field trips, conferences, native club activities and so
on.
Please be safe during this time and I hope you have a
great 2020 – 2021 school year.

Ya’at’eeh- Hello, my name is Mica Begody. I am of the
Dine/Navajo tribe. I am originally from Dzil Nit’saa/Big Mountain,
Az.
I am excited to start my 2nd year as a Home School Liaison for the
Native American Education Program (NAEP) with Mesa Public
Schools (MPS). My school site is Whitman Elementary and a day
at the NAEP office.
I joined MPS as a volunteer in 2007, in the Mesa Early Learning
Program, (M.E.L.P.) now, Kinder U. Then in 2012 I became an
employee of MPS.
I enjoy working with students from different grades, ranging from
Pre-school to 6th grade. Last year I also had the pleasure of
working alongside some High School students from Riverview
High it was interesting to work with the older group of students.
One of my goals this year is to continue encouragement and
guidance for Native American students, to set and reach their
educational goals.
Additionally, to assist parents/guardians to stay informed and learn
the benefits of what the NAEP program has to offer Native
American students.
I am excited to work with our Native American students, look
forward to helping students, meeting parents/guardians and
working with all MPS staff members.
Wishing all of you a wonderful 2020-2021 school year.
Be safe. Be well. Be happy.
Ahxe’hee- Thank You
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Mica Begody

Whitman Elementary:
8am – 4:30pm
480-472-5007
N.A.E.P.
Office: Wednesday only:
8am – 4:30pm
480-472-0579

High School Liaison’s
Mountain View High School
Hello, Yah ah' teh,
My name is Debra Toya, I am from the
Towering House Clan, born for the Tangle
People. My maternal family is from Tuba City
and my paternal family is from Coal Mine
Canyon.
I have been with Mesa Public Schools, Native
American Education Program since 2010 as a
Home School Liaison.
I enjoy working with students, parents and staff
throughout Mesa Public Schools.
A few of my hobbies include, sewing,
crocheting, quilting and reading.
Mountain View High School
2700 E. Brown Rd.
480.472.7178

Debra Toya

dktoya@mpsaz.org

NAEP Office
480.472.0576

Skyline High School
Crissy White Wolf
cjwhitewolf@mpsaz.org

My name is Crissy White Wolf. I am the
home/school liaison at Skyline High School/
N.A.E.P this 2020-2021 school year. This is my
second year working for Native American
Education Program. I enjoy helping our native
students feel welcomed and watching them
succeed in life.
Skyline High School
845 S. Crismon Rd.
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Fremont Jr. High & Red Mountain High School Liaison
AnnElise Makin,

NAEP Home School Liaison
Red Mountain High School
7301 E. Brown Rd.
Rm 21 Advisement Office
Fremont Jr. High
1001 N. Power Rd.
Mesa, Az 85205
Ft McDowell Students
aemakin@mpsaz.org

Hello, Students & Families!

It is so nice to be in touch again, at least through cyberspace! I commend you for
learning the Webex, Google docs, and Canvas operations to move you forward in this
altered learning business.
A little about myself: My name is AnnElise Makin (tag says “Anna”) and I have been
with the NAEP Program for four years. I have worked with Red Mountain High School,
Fremont Junior High, and Ft. McDowell families. My previous work experience has been
in news and print media. I have two MA degrees from the University of Texas (Cultural
Anthropology and Photojournalism). My family is composed of three continents. My
husband Inder (Dr. Makin) works at AT Still University, my older daughter Priyanka is
an engineer in Boulder, and Susmita is a senior in high school.
I am here to help your students. Once in a while I may remind them of their progress
and homework. I will invite them to the Native American Club online gatherings or
motivate them to take up their own individual interests. In school we thrive a lot on
motivation, initiative, and perseverance. Learning takes courage these days to get up
every morning and switch on the computer. BUT: “If you’re sticking to it, you will
succeed. Use your best resources available: family, tradition, and mindfulness.”
Resilience takes practice.
It’s good to be engaged with activities. At NAEP I have learned a lot at the Family
Culture Nights. They are always so much fun. Before the night was over, I had mastered
a new craft while socializing and having a good time. Learning by doing happens
through skilled hands and good humor.
At the school level I want to serve many aspects of your student’s journey. I like to
share information about academic workshops, college prep, and summer camps for
Native American youth. At some point we may hopefully go on field trips again. And
regardless of the epidemic, valuable learning experiences are coming down the Internet
every day.
Please note my email below. How I can be of service? If I don’t have the answer myself, I
will find someone who has.
Sincerely,
AnnElise Makin
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Kino Jr. High & Dobson High School Liaison

Hesci – Yá’át’ééh – Loloma
I identify as Mvskoke Creek, Diné, and Hopi and I am excited to join the Native
American Education Program (NAEP) as a new school liaison for Dobson High
School!
Who am I?
A little bit about me: I am from Arizona and went through Mesa Public Schools,
having graduated from Westwood High School in 2013. After Westwood, I had the
privilege to attend Dartmouth College where I received my bachelor’s degree in
Linguistics and Native American Studies in 2017. After graduating and doing some
traveling around, I made my way back to Mesa Public Schools as a substitute
teacher where I worked for over a year before coming on over to the NAEP. I am
honored and fortunate to be working with you all this year as we continue to learn
with and from one another.
What is my role at Dobson?
My role as your school liaison is to support you in the best way that I can as you
move through your own educational journey. Each of our paths look and will be
different from one another, and that’s okay. My goal is to provide, educate, and
guide you on the tools necessary to help turn your aspirations into reality.
What does that support look like?
Well, it might look like academic support for your classes whether that is helping you
get supplies, helping you get a fee paid for a class, etc. It might also look like
cultural support in finding scholarships, providing information about our Family
Culture Nights and STEAM events, filling out forms (Title VI/JOM), etc. There are
many ways for the NAEP and I to support you!
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me by email
(zrcooper@mpsaz.org), by phone (480-472-6851), or stop by at my room on
campus (200-3).
My name is Zachary Cooper (Mr.Cooper)
Mvto – Ahe’hee – Kwakwhay
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Westwood High School Liaison’s

LET’S GO WARRIORS!!
Hello students and families!! My name is Tasha. I am a hiker, ice cream eater and soy hot
chocolate drinker. This year, I will oversee all of the Westwood Freshmen and Westwood
SRPMIC Juniors. My virtual office hours are 9:00 am - 4:00 pm Monday - Friday. I am
working remotely and can be reached via email at tagiles@mpsaz.org. I have already sent
emails to all WW Freshmen, SRPMIC Juniors, and families. I will happily help you connect
with the right department for your student success. Let me know how I can be of service
during this new, awesome school year!!

Hello Parents/Guardians of NAEP Westwood students. My name is Celesia Lewis –
students know me by Ms Lewis. I would like to introduce myself as one of the Home
School Liaisons at Westwood this school year.
I look forward in working with you and your student(s). This year I will be working with
another Liaison and we will have two different groups that we will be supporting. I will be
working with all the Seniors (12th), half of the Juniors (11th) and all the Sophomores (10th);
Ms. Giles will be working with all the Freshman (9th) and the other half of the Juniors (SR –
11th).
How I can help your student? I can help and support your student with their grades,
checking their attendance to help maintain a productive attendance participation; making
contact with teachers to strengthen the student/teacher communication and to provide
information on events and areas of interest specific to Native American students. My goal is
to support your student to have a productive school year and work through the current
struggles we all face with the school year starting remotely.
This year we all started the school year in a different environment, but we will get through
this. I look forward to working with Westwood staff as well. Although I am currently working
remotely, I am still available best through email at clewis@mpsaz.org or by phone call
between the hours of 1:00pm to 4:00pm Monday through Friday. Because of changes on
campus, the contact phone number may change.
Please feel free to contact me if you have questions about your student.
Additional information that will be provided are the events with the Native American
Education Program which provides services for Native American families. Please click on
the link to see information on the NAEP webpage.
Ahe’hee’

Thank you!
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Our NAEP family would like to wish our fellow colleagues,
success as they move forward in their careers.

Kyle Adakai
2 year with Mesa
Public School's Native American
Education
Program at Kino
Jr High School.

Gloria Dodge
I have been with
MPS for 11
years. I enjoyed
working with
your students
very much at
Adams and
Roosevelt
Elementary.

Fawn
Honmana Tahbo
Adams and
Kerr
Elementary

Shantel Martinez

I have been with the
NAEP for 12 years. I
loved working with our
native students and
especially enjoy the
subject of math at
Stapley Junior High
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Fall - 1st Semester
School Supply/Resource Bag
Curbside Pick up
• August - 846 student’s serviced
• September - 206 student’s
serviced
• October - 61 student’s serviced

• TOTAL 1,113
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SEPTEMBER 22nd

DIY, family mask making.

OCTOBER 20th

Paint a Story with Deon Mitchell creator of K’áálo’gíí Kisses
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November 17th

‘Power in Braids’ by Zachary Cooper &
‘How to make Frybread by Debra Toya

December 15th

Introduction to Winter Stories with Mr. Freddie Johnson
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September 17th – Balloon powered cars
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October 15th – LEGO CHALLENGE
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November 10th – Magna Tiles
Pre-K to 6th Grade

November 12th – Magnet Kits
7th to 12th Grade
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December 8th – Robot Challenge
Pre-K to 6th Grade

December 10th – Robot Challenge
7th to 12th Grade
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Veteran's Day honors all of
those who have served the
country in a time of war and in
peace. Although it's largely
intended to thank living
veterans for their sacrifices, it
was initially called Armistice
Day, commemorating the end
of World War I.
Veteran's Day is a special day
to honor our Veterans and
Active Duty men and women.
Veterans' thank you and we
salute you! Thank you for your
service and sacrifice! Thank
you to all members of our
military, in all branches, past
and present.
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Recognition of our 22 Tribes in Arizona
1. Ak-Chin Indian Community
2. Cocopah Indian Tribe
3. Colorado River Indian Tribes
4. Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation
5. Fort Mojave Indian Tribe
6. Gila River Indian Community
7. Havasupai Tribe
8. Hopi Tribe
9. Hualapai Tribe
10. Kaibab Band of Paiute Indians
11. Navajo
12. Paiute Tribe
13. Pascua Yaqui Tribe
14. Pueblo of Zuni
15. Quechan Tribe
16. Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community
17. San Carlos Apache Tribe
18. San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe
19. Tohono O'Odham Nation
20. Tonto Apache Tribe
21. White Mountain Apache Tribe
22. Yavapai-Prescott Indian Community

ROCK YOUR MOCCS WEEK
11/16 – 11/20
Braid/Traditional
Hair Day

Native ‘Bling’
Jewelry Day
WEAR RED
for our
missing
sisters

MMIW Missing
Murdered
Indigenous
Women
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Traditional Dress Day

Special Guest Reader’s

Read by:
Khaori

Read by:
Elijah Little

Read by
Author:
Violet Duncan

Read by Author:
Jolyana
Begay-Kroupa

Read by:
Kahara Hodges

Read by:
Dr. Cherie Murray

19

20

Visit our website at www.mpsaz.org/naep
Fill out the NAEP survey, let your voice be heard.
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Community Resources

NATIVE HEALTH Central
(602) 279-5262
NHW Community Health Center
(602) 279-5351
NATIVE HEALTH Mesa
(480) 550-4048

Crystal Wyaco-Little
TTP Recruitment Specialist
(480)416-2721

native health phoenix

Phoenix Indian Center

Corny Corner
What do you call a
pig that does karate?
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