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Issue 8                            April      2017 -2018  

Mesa Public Schools  

 
Hello students, families, friends, and 
community: 
 
What an exciting time! The time of year 
where we see students smiling, looking 
with friends at their yearbooks, and 
hugging one another telling each other 
how much they are going to be missed. I 
am very proud of the students and want 
to give them a big high five on another 
year down. It is wonderful to see and 
hear about all the achievements our 
Native American students are making 
  

Seniors, I wish you well on your next 
journey into adulthood. There are many 
options for you during this transition. 
Whatever your decision may be, do it 
whole-heartedly and follow through. It 
has been our pleasure to work with you 
and watch you grow over the years. The 
Native American program wishes you the 
best of luck on your next adventure. 

 

 

 
If you want to share the great news please 
email Ms. Jessica at  jbarranca@mpsaz.org. 
 
Thank you,  

Esther Nystrom 
Native American Education, 
Program Specialist 

 

mailto:jbarranca@mpsaz.org


 

 

 

Employee Spotlight 

NiizhƻȳnƤȳ dƻȳƻȳ YŀȳΩŀȳtΩŜȳŜȳh,  
ShƤȳ ŜȳƤȳ Tƻȳ AheedlƤȳƛƴƛƛ ƴƛǎƘƱƤɫȳ, !ȴshƛɫƛɫhƤȳ bŀȳshƤȳshchƤȳƤȳn, TŀȳchiiΩnii dashicheii, BitΩahnii dashinŀȳlƤȳ. 
TsŜȳ Nitsaa DeezΩŀȳhƤȳdŜɫȳŜɫȳΩ naashŀȳ. Freddie Johnson ŜȳƤȳ shƤȳzhiΩΦ 
 
Wonderful beautiful greetings to you all. My name is Freddie Johnson and I am the 
ƴŜǿ bŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ IƻƳŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ [ƛŀƛǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 
with Mesa High School, Superstition High, and Skyline High. 
I am very excited and happy to be part of the Native American Education PǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ 
team here are Mesa Public Schools. I enjoy working with the Youth and helping them 
along their educational endeavors. I enjoy sharing our traditional teachings and 
stories and integrating that into the minds of our young people.  
I am married and have 6 children, I am originally from Rock Point AZ, a small farming 
community in the Four Corners area, I grew up there, and went to school there from 
K-12. I enjoy art, calligraphy and outdoor activities. I grew up around animals such as 
sheep, goats, cattle and horses, so you could say I am a sheepherder at heart, that is 
the REZ in me. I have adapted to urban living and it is a challenge.  
Thank you, AhxŜȳheeΩΦ 
 
Freddie Johnson 
 



 

 

Red Mountain High School 

What a year it has been at Red Mountain! The good work has paid off. Students from the MPS 
Native American Education program excelled in many venues. Some distinguished themselves 
as multi-talents, not only in academics, but also in sports and performing arts. There are so 
many reasons to celebrate!  
 

Jackson Gilb, 10th grade: Jackson, a top 
achiever and member of the Native American 
IƻƴƻǊ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ άǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜέΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
Broadway production of Mary Poppins, Jackson 
ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ƻŦŦ ǎƻƳŜ ŦŀƴŎȅ ŦƻƻǘǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛǊΩǎ 
smartly choreographed stage appearances. In 
his spare time, Jackson volunteers with musicals 
and ǘŀƭŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀǘ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ WǊΦ IƛƎƘΦ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ 
career could go in many directions. He was also 
ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŜŘ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΩǎ 
chapter of the NHS (National Honor Society). 
 

Alexus Yabeny, 12th grade: Alexus aspires to a singing 
career after graduation. She has sung in the Red 
Mountain choir for 2 years and is vying for a spot at 
Belmont University in Nashville, TN. After graduation, 
Alexus will attend MCC to catch herself up on college 
basics. She earned many credits with the Hoop of 
Learning program and keeps her eyes on the prize. 
Since she moved from Shiprock, NM to Mesa in the 7th 
grade, she has come a long way. She loves classical 
music as well as Hip Hop, Korean and Japanese music. 
Ultimately, her goal is to receive a doctorate in vocal 
arts. 
 



 

Ian King, 10th grade: Ian flourished through the 
stage arts of the 90-person cast of the Mary 
tƻǇǇƛƴǎ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭΦ άL ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƘŜŀǘŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƎǊŀŘŜΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ !ǎ ŀ ƪƛŘΣ ƘŜ 
could never express himself. But that has changed 
a lot. Ian has participated in numerous 
productions at Rhodes Jr. High, as well as Red 
aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΩǎ ά¢ƘŜ hŘŘ /ƻǳǇƭŜΣέ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ IŜ Ƙŀǎ 
learned to dance, will sing when required, but 
ƭƻǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǊƻƭŜǎ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭΦ IŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ άƘƻǿ 
ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƘŜŀǾȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ DƻƻŘ ƧƻōΣ 
Ian! 
 

Gabe (Aderemi) Williams, 12th grade: Gabe is a RMHS football player and 
outstanding athlete. He scored a 1st place in Discus and a 2nd place in 
WŀǾŜƭƛƴ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ .ŀǎƘŀ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƳŜŜǘΦ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ 
άǇǳǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘέ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƴŘƳŀΦ άaȅ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ 
ƘŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŘŜǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά.Ŝ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ about what you 
ŘƻΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƎǊŜǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ όŜΦƎΦΣ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΣ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜǎύΦέ DŀōŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
offered a football scholarship from Ottawa University. He is well on his 
way of capturing his athletic dreams. 
 



 

 
Kaitlyn Butler, 10th grade: Kaitlyn has been a 
conscientious and outstanding student from 
the get go. On the first occasion, she enlisted 
ƛƴ a//Ωǎ IƻƻǇ ƻŦ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ 
own initiative. She strives to get many college 
credits covered ahead of time. Her superb 
record in academics and service hours has 
paid off. She was recently inducted to the 
NHS (National Honor Society) at Red 
Mountain. 
 

Maricela Ortiz, 10th grade: Maricela has a 
ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŀōƭŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƛƴ wŜŘ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΩǎ 
JROTC program. The routines and drills with 
Major Cortez and Sergeant Savage keep her 
mind on the pursuit of achievements. In this 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Wwh¢/ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǎƘŜ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
Warrant Officers Association Bronze Award. 
Maricela has also enrolled in the Hoop of 
Learning Program to keep her mind in shape 
over the summer. 
 

Faith Smith, 12th grade: Faith Smith has earned 
leadership qualifications as President of the 
Native American Club (NAC) at Red Mountain. 
Under her directive, the Club engaged in 
several school platforms, cultural activities and 
college visits. She also distinguished herself in 
the JROTC program. She was awarded the 
Service Learning Ribbon, the JROTC J-Lab 
Certificate (Leadership and Academic Bowl 
Competition), the Citizenship Award from the 
Senior Army Instructor, and the AZ National 
Guard Certificate of Achievement. 
 



 

 

Dobson High School 

NAEP would like to 
recognize Dobson High 
SchoolΩǎ Native 
American Club for 

receiving Club of the 
Year!  

Uriah Holt recognized as Most 
Valuable Male Choral Student! Way 
to go, Uriah! 

Michael 
Frejo, a 
senior at 
Dobson HS 
was 
recognized 
for Varsity 
Volleyball! 



 

 

Adams Elementary 

Rylee Nash was 
selected as 
Student of the 
Month for Mrs. 
{ƘƻǊǘǎ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ {ƘŜΩǎ 
an awesome 
reader and loves 
to learn! Way to 
go, Riley! 

Erica Pepion, a 
2nd grader here at 
Adams. She is a 
great reader and 
received a Student 
of the Month 
award. 
Congratulations 
Erica! 

Aidyn Murphy, a 
4th grader in Mrs. 
Raykovitz class 
received a 
Student of the 
Month award.  
Great job, Aidyn! 

Harmony 
McDermott, a 5th 
grader in Mr. 
aŀŘŜǊŀΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ {ƘŜ 
received a Student 
of the Month award. 
Harmony is a great 
student and works 
hard. Awesome job, 
Harmony! 



 

 

Nicalli Curley, a 
2nd grader at 
Adams, is 
receiving her 
Student of the 
Month award. 
Keep up the great 
work, Nicalli! 

In April, Adams Elementary hosted their very first Powwow, and it was such a 
successful turnout! Everyone was so impressed, and there were families who were 
attending a Powwow for the first time. Student volunteers from Adams put in a 
tremendous amount of work and effort to ensure that the event was organized and 
funτthank you students! And to all participating performers, volunteers and staff, 
we THANK YOU. Adams is already looking forward to their Powwow next year! 



 

 

Whittier Elementary 

Salt River School Education Fair was held on April 5, 2018. 
It was nice to see so many vendors set up to make this fair possible. A 
huge THANK YOU, to Salt River for inviting us out. Melissa Lujan and 
Tiffany Berry had a table with a tri-fold representing our MPS Native 
American Education Program. The gave out flyers and seen so many 
familiar faces from our schools in Mesa. They also had a little 
ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ά.hDD[9ϦΦ tǊƛȊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ 
out to the participants.  
 

SUN DEVIL Native American Youth Football Camp was held on April 7, 2018 at ASU.  
Rajaben Reyes, Davon Strong, Logan & Joseph Hoshnic and Ethan Manuelito, from 
Whittier Elementary participated in this awesome event. The boys shared how they ran 
drills like the football players, and how team work is so important, not just to win but 
working together on and off the field. The boys also mentioned that they were excited to 
meet a Cardinals player, who took the time to show up out of his busy schedule. And best 
of all, how the fathers stepped up and participated to coach and get involved as well. 
 



 

 



 

 

Here we have Daniel, Jahnae and Denzel, 
3rd graders from Whittier who 
participated in growing a variety of 
plants. They learned the cycle of a plants 
life.  

Westwood High School 

This talented young lady is Autumn 
Richards, she is a sophomore at 
Westwood. She is a finalist in the 
Miss Arizona Teen Pageant. Much 
luck to you, Autumn!  



 

 

SUNsational Award for one of our nurses, Peg Indrelunas. She 
is exceptional, and goes out of her way to help all students. Peg is 
at Washington Elementary and Rhodes Jr High. Way to go, Peg! 
Thank you for all you do.  

Janisha Yazzie deserves 
recognition due to the great strides 
she has made this school year! 
Janisha participates in a club on 
campus and frequently utilizes 
resources on campus to empower 
herself. Rhodes' staff is very proud 
of Janisha!  

Rhodes Jr High 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Kerr Elementary 
 

Inezsiny Valenzuela is from the Salt River Indian 
Community, she is a 6th grader at Kerr 
Elementary. She entered a drawing contest, and 
she won 3rd place.  Congratulations, Inezsiny! 
She will be collecting her prize in May, and 
believes her drawing will be on display at the 
Phoenix Zoo. Congratulations! Full STEAM ahead 
Kerr Coyote, Inezsiny.  Awesome job!  
-Ms. Bernadine 
 

MPS Native American Spoken Word Poetry Club 

On April 14th, five of our students 
participated in a finals competition for 
the Poetry Club. They did a 
phenomenal job delivering their 
poems! Afterwards, they joined in to 
have a little fun and dance the night 
away! 



 

Whitman Elementary The Battle of the Books is 
a challenge for every 
student involved. It is a 
responsibility of the team 
to read 12 books and be 
able to answer a series of 
questions. One team from 
each school represents 
their elementary at the 
MPS district semi-finals for 
Battle of the Books and 
will continue to the finals. 
I am pleased to say that 
Scarlett Nystrom 
represented for Whitman 
Elementary during the 
semi-finals. We are very 
proud of her! Great job!  

�E���š�}�À�]���v���^�]�o���v�š�[�t���o�l���Œ, a 5th 
grader at Lindbergh was 
recognized for having no 
tardiness during the fourth 
quarter. Great job, Natovian! 

Lindbergh Elementary 

(L-R) Kayleigh Hamilton, Principal Thomas 
Heminger and Herminia Thomas. The two 
students were recognized for PAWfect 
attendance. Wonderful job! 


