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Hello Students, Families & Community,
This month we celebrate our way of life
with Native American Heritage month. It’s
a time to celebrate and recognize the
strength of our ancestors and our will to
survive. To survive, we must learn to
embrace those who want to learn Native
American traditions and teachings. It is
through knowledge that we break down
the barriers caused by fear of the
unknown. We must remind our students
that during their journey in life, there will
be obstacles and CAN be overcome with
knowledge, will and strength. Truly, what
is victory if there is never a challenge?
Come in joy and celebrate with us during
Native American Heritage Nights, Harvest
Celebrations, Powwows and crowning
pageants throughout the community. I
hope to see you at some of the events and
I will open my hand to welcome you.
Ahxéhee’ (Thank You),

Esther Nystrom
Native American Education,
Program Specialist

2018-2019

November Story
Ni ́łch’ih Ts’ósi ́ (November)
Ni ́łch’ih – is air
Ts’ósi ́ – is slender, thin, skinny
A thin slice of cold air is present, in the moon of the Slender Winds.
During this time, the air movement changes direction, the air gets moist, the earth begins
to freeze at night. The Summer Deities and the Winter Deities have now switched places,
the Winter People are now in charge of leading the people through the winter season on
into spring. There is a presence of a thin slice of air present, it brings with it the negative
things in life such as colds, flus and sickness, so we must be prepared to counter these ills
of life. So, we build up our shields or our armor, with stories and winter activities and
games. This is the time to begin playing string games, learning how to weave and learning
the prayers and songs that come with it. This becomes our shield against negative things in
winter and the cold. This season brings winter constellations as a guide for us as well.
-Freddie Johnson

#RockYourMocs
#RYMEvents

Submit to Eaglewings!
Use our online form at
http://www.mpsaz.org/naep/e
agle_wings/newsform/ or just
shoot us an email and attach
a picture!

jbarranca@mpsaz.org

Like us: MPS
Native American
Education
Program

Adams Elementary

Kia La Dawson - KG
Aurora Spencer - KG
Ella Felix - KG
Enedina Felix – 1st
Caleb Dixson – 1st
Olivia Cayadito – 2nd
Erica Pepion – 3rd
Zoey Brady – 3rd
Atreyu White – 3rd
Jacqualine Jeffries – 4th
Aidon Pinto - 4th
Akasha Dixson – 4th
Orion Tallwood - 4th
Mackaela Dawson – 5th
Leila Yazzie - 5th
Jasmine Pinto – 5th
Alyssa Thomas – 5th
Ayianna King - 5th
Rosa Jeffries - 6th
Jordon Pinto – 6th
These 20 students received a ‘Perfect Attendance’
recognition award. Congratulations everyone! A HUGE thank
you to the parents, family and teachers for encouraging
students to get to school, and on time!

Kerr Elementary

4th grader Genisys Sandoval with her
Grandmother

4th grader Kellen Little with his Dad

5th grader Alex Torres with his family
5th grader Mariana Sloan with her family

6th grader Rafael Hinojosa with
Kerr’s Principal

5th grader Erin Enos, all smiles!

Principal’s List:
Eric Lee and his family as he receives the Principal
Award!

Thank you, family members for cheering on your students! A motivation for future
success, and a loud howl for working extra hard to achieve Honor Roll! Way to
succeed Kerr Coyotes! Kerr Coyotes We Are Number 1! Go Kerr Coyotes!
-Ms. Bernadine

Roosevelt Elementary

Principal’s List:
Congratulations to Alexis Benn (L) and Baltazar Solis (R) for making the
Principal’s list! Keep up the great work girls!

Honor Roll recognition:
Second Grade:
Jaelynn Sherman
Jonas Nosie
Fourth Grade:
Titan Boss
Reiya Tso
Fifth Grade:
Aiden Bahe

Thank you, parents, grandparents and family members for
working with these talented young people-- making sure
they get to school on time, doing homework and reading to
them. Congratulations! I am proud of these students for
succeeding the First Quarter. I will look for you again next
quarter!
-Ms. Bernadine

Webster Elementary
Isabella Hinton, a 2nd grader at Webster
Elementary School is a hard-working
student. She is writing her sentences in her
reading folder. She's a sweetheart, who is
very kind and respectful to others. Good job
Isabella!
-Mrs. Dodge

Ameliano Spex, a 3rd grader at Webster Elementary
School is enjoying reading his books!
He's very curious and contributes extensively to
the discussions of the book. Great job, Ameliano,
I’m very proud of you.
-Mrs. Dodge

My student Raylene Cases is a 1st grader at
Webster Elementary School. She loves reading
about Dora. She's a great student who works very
hard at school AND at home. Mom is very diligent
and supportive of her daughter's education. Way
to be Raylene and mom!
-Mrs. Dodge

Whitman Elementary
WHITMAN FAMILY PIZZA NIGHT
Thank you to all the family & friends that came out and made
this event happened. We enjoyed the evening with food, fun
and games. It was a great turn out and we look forward to next
year’s fundraiser event!

Teachers are preparing for a folding box
competition. The winner of this contest won a
pizza party for their class. Congratulations to
Mrs. Schweitzer's class!

Mr. & Mrs. Klitso and family. Thank you for
coming out and enjoying the festivities.

Teachers with their
families.

These teachers along with our
principal participated in the pizza
box folding contest.

Student of the Month
Monkell Klitso, a 4th grader, received a Student of the Month award. According to
mom, she loves to draw, read and do physical activities such as walking and playing
basketball. Monkell also enjoys arts & crafts, she enjoys making wreaths for her
family. We are proud of you Monkell!
-Proud Mom and Dad
I'd like to add that Monkell is a hard worker. She is always on task and pays attention
to Mrs. Lee's directions when a lesson is being taught. She gets along well with her
classmates. I enjoy working with you Monkell. Keep up the good work. Nizhoni!
-Ms. Mica, NAEP IA

Student of the Month
Meisha Klitso, a 1st grader received a
Student of the Month award.
Meisha loves to get the family outside to
play some basketball. She really enjoys
helping make food for our family. Nowadays
she's into collecting miniature toys.
You're doing a great job Meisha, keep up the
great work!
-Proud Mom and Dad
I have seen Meisha be very kind and
considerate of her classmates. She is always
on task and from what I see, Meisha really
enjoys school. You're a ROCKSTAR Miss
Meisha!
-Ms. Mica, NAEP IA

Student of the Month
Raylynn Jones, a student in Ms. Mitchell's 1st-grade class.
Keep up the good work Miss Raylynn!

Student of the Month
Two of our NAEP students in Mr. Christian’s class received a Student of the
Month Award:
Elayna Salyers & Taryn Perry
Great job to both girls, who continue to give their best every day.
Keep up the great work girls!

Student of the Month
In Mrs. Corea's 6th grade class, we have Laila Norton and Jordan
Delma, who have received a Student of the Month award.
Great job Laila & Jordan, keep up the good work!

Student of the Month
Jackson Attakai, a 5th grader in
Mrs. Burling's class.
GREAT JOB Jackson!

Student of the Month
Ariel Benally, a Kindergartener who is
pictured with her teacher Ms. Dickinson

Student of the Month
Jerron Enos, a 2nd grader in Ms.
Todosijevic class.
GOOD JOB Jerron!

Student of the Month
Sativa Wellington, a Kindergartener
pictured with her teacher Ms. Paul

HONOR ROLL
(L-R) Kobe Gums, Davion Thomas, Rueben
Fernandez, Patricia Woody, Mrs. BishopPrincipal, Miley Tsosie, Jessica Kennedy-Silas
and Trinity Manuel
Congratulations to this group of smart 5th
graders!

Outstanding AVID
Mathematicians
(L-R) Taryn Perry, Josiah Charley,
Rueben Fernandez, Jordan Delma, Mrs.
Bishop (Principal), Laila Norton and
Jeycob Sanchez
Congratulations to these amazing
Mathematicians!

Outstanding AVID Mathematician
Kailib Gums from Ms. Tanner's 2nd grade
class
Keep up the great work Kailib!

Outstanding AVID Reader
(L-R) Trinity Manuel from Mr. Christian's 5th grade
class and Madyson Gallegos from Mrs. Corea's 6th
grade class
Congratulations ladies, keep up the good work!

Outstanding AVID Reader
Tatum James from Miss Gallagher's 2nd
grade class
Good Job Miss Tatum, keep up the good
reading.

DIBELS Benchmark Certificate
(L-R) Trevor Acothley and Megan Caddo

Perfect Attendance
Congratulations to (L) Semira Davis and (R) Braylen
Lewis for receiving a perfect attendance award
You're both doing an amazing job! Keep up the
good work!

Here we have Trevor Acothley using Power CLIX; a magnetic building system. He informed
me that he is building his future Hogan.
Trevor was excited to be building this which is a good way to think about your future
Trevor.
A Hogan is a Dine-Navajo word meaning house, dwelling or living place. The hogan is the
traditional dwelling of the Dine.

Storybook Parade
At the end of October, Whitman holds their annual Storybook Parade. All of Whitman's
classrooms participate in this event. Students, teachers and staff will be dressed as a
character from their favorite book
Here are some photos of a few of our NAEP students from various classes.

Whittier Elementary
Whittier Walk to School Day
Thank you, City of Mesa Transportation Department and Mesa Police
Department for sponsoring this great event.

Congratulations to these students for selling the most coupon books in class! They
celebrated with popcorn, PE games and a pizza party.
Keira Benally
Scarlet Monroe
Lyliah Washington
Turtle Stifanos
Laciela Whitewolf
Shya Bonilla
Sage Swisher
Isabella Martinez

A'Shawntee Guidry
Emily Stacey
Kevin Stifanos
Shawn Guidry
Christopher Stifanos
Clifford Ray
Avery Rivera
Joseph Hoshnic

Parent Teacher Conference Week
"SHOUT OUT TO THE TEACHERS..."
Thank you for the late hours to meet with parents and guardians.
Thank you for ALL you do!!
"You are making a difference every day!!"

Whittier Community Wellness Fair
Different organizations from around the community came together for the evening and
helped with ways to get families active and outdoors.
Thank you to our Salt River Education Division, Chris Dinehdale and Native Health
representative, Britney Joe from the Phoenix area for coming out, and sharing information
with our Native families.
Our NAEP IA Tiffany Berry was there as well.

Annual Pumpkin Contest KG-6th grade
c

Categories were Funniest, Scariest, Most Creative, Cutest and Character Look-A-Like.
These kiddos did an amazing job! Congratulations to everyone!

Kindergarten students displayed their paper costumes on the
window for all to see.

6th graders: Alma, Marcella
and Reina come into the
media center during recess
to make crafts.

Whittier Staff Spotlight
Office Specialist - Pilar Felix
She is such an amazing person
overall! She greets everyone with
a beautiful smile every day and is
always on top of her work.
THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO!

5th Grade Teacher: Jordan Cayatineto
"Ms. C is a nice hard working teacher. She is very fun
but watch out she likes to take Mrs. Berry's pickles. She
is always excited and always has a smile on her face."
Student-Emily
"Ms. Cayatineto is a perfect, great and hard-working
teacher. She's the best teacher you'll ever have!"
Student-Isabella
"Ms. C is a loyal and kind and she's my buddy"
Student-Tyler

Stapley Jr High

(L) Samuel and (R) Landon are 7th graders,
and are both in Ms. Shervheim's math
class. Samuel was selected to receive the
Super Sabercat Award. He was also a
member of the 7th Grade Boys’ Basketball
Team this quarter.
Landon received the Outstanding Student
of the Quarter Award. He was a member
of the Stapley Wrestling Team. He also
plays the cello in orchestra and earned
straight A's this quarter.

Tyler is a 7th grader in Mrs.
Marinella's social studies
class. He received the Super
Sabercat Award. He was also
a member of the Stapley
Wrestling Team.

Maggie, Kiara and Maryann are
8th graders in Ms. Nolan's math
class. Maggie received the Team
Player Award and she plays the
violin in orchestra, Kiara received
the School Spirit Award and
Maryann also received Team
Player Award, and she also plays
the violin in orchestra.

Nakota is an 8th grader in Mrs. Leroy's English
Class. He was selected to receive the Outstanding
Student of the Quarter Award. Nakota's math
teacher, Ms. Valdez shared, "He's great to have in
class and he works so hard! I'm proud to be his
teacher and I'm excited to hear he likes my
teaching! He's going to do big things with his life!
He's more determined in math than any other
child I've taught." He earned all A's in his classes,
and got a 98% on his Science final. He participated
in the school Spelling Bee and plays the bass and
harp in orchestra. He will be working the school
play and will have a small part in the upcoming
play. He is also a member of National Junior Honor
Society and will be going on the Close-Up trip to
Washington D.C.

Reyes is an 8th grader, he is always working
hard and attending his tutoring sessions with
Ms. Luna. All his hard work has earned him
passing grades! Reyes' English teacher, Mrs.
Brown shared "Reyes Espinoza has been an
exceptional student in English 08. He is kind,
thoughtful and respectful. He has shown
leadership with group projects and always
does his best work. He is shy, but always
advocates for himself and his classmates when
necessary. It has been a joy to have him class."

Shandiin is an 8th grader in Mrs.
Roth's social studies class. She
was selected to receive the Team
Player Award.

Hailey is a 7th grader in Mr. Perry's
drama class. She was selected for a
Team Player Award. Hailey is wonderful
and always has a smile, she earned A's
and B's for 1st quarter and has a great
attendance record.

Colleen is an 8th grader in Coach Stockman's
Physical Education class. She was selected to
receive the Outstanding Student of the Quarter
Award

(L) Yasmin is an 8th grader who plays the
cello in Advanced Orchestra. She had
perfect attendance 1st quarter and earned
A's and B's. She will also be attending the
Close-Up Trip to Washington DC.
(M) Mathias plays violin in Intermediate
Orchestra. He earned A's and B's for 1st
quarter and has great attendance.

Isaac Lewis 8th grader (Not pictured)
Mrs. Brown also shared, "Isaac Lewis has been a wonderful student in
English 08. He is always the first person to class, is always polite to
everyone he meets and does his best work. It has been a pleasure to
have him in class."

Mountain View High School
Morning Star Youth Summit, Flagstaff, AZ

Royce and Debbie Manuel presented on Authum and Dine' culture and
philosophy. Informing Mt View High School students on the differences and
similarities of the two Nations. Social Issues were also covered. They
answered questions written by the students.
Royce and Debbie Manuel will be presenting on November 15, 2018 at
Mountain View's 5th Annual Heritage Night.

Mountain View Heritage Club Officers

(L) Iaiah Wateuma – President, student from
Salt River Pima Maricopa
(R) Damien Escovedo - Vice President,
student from Salt River Pima Maricopa

Caleb Dash – Club Historian, student from
Salt River Pima Maricopa

Samuel Littlecreek Ventura – Secretary,
student from Salt River Pima Maricopa

Some of our parents were asked: "If you were able to travel in time, would you
go back in time to meet your ancestors or to the future to meet your
descendants?"
A: Janalea W. responded, “This is a tough question because I would choose both.
I would like to go back in time and meet my ancestors. I would like to hear what
they sound like and hear their stories. I find that sometimes their stories aren’t
as accurate as they were when it happened. I am really into genealogy, and I
would love to have them help me find those ancestors I haven’t found—
especially on my Navajo side.”
A: Britney J. responded, “I would definitely go back in time and see what my
ancestors were doing. I think we can learn a lot from history and I always love to
learn more about my culture and family.”

Red Mountain High School

Spotlight please!
A former Gecko
One of our former students Aden Yazzie of the Yazzie family is starring in a film that
will be showing in Tempe soon...

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6821206/

October’s Family Culture Night was a Success!
A total of 99 people were present, half of which were students!
Thank you to everyone who made this event a memorable one.

5th Annual Native American Heritage Night. Please join us at
Mountain View HS on 11/15!

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Arizona

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Arizona's site based mentoring program at Emerson
Elementary began their 8th year on October 2, 2018! Fifteen (15) Native American
Westwood High School students have committed to being Big Brothers and Big Sisters to
Native American students (littles) at Emerson Elementary during the 2018-2019 school
year. Matches will be meeting afterschool every other Tuesday and participate in a variety
of activities including making arts & crafts, playing board games, hearing from guest
speakers and spending quality time together. Thank you to Emerson Elementary,
Westwood High School, our littles and parents/guardians for your support in making this
program possible. A special shout out to our High School mentors for stepping up to the
challenge of being a mentor, volunteering your time and energy to share your experiences
with your little and give back to your community. We look forward to another great year!
If you have any questions please contact BBBSAZ Tribal Partnership Coordinator, Bobbi Rose
Nez, at bnez@bbbsaz.org or (602) 769-7463.

Don’t forget to RSVP to join us at our Harvest Celebration
hosted on November 20th

Parent Advisory Committee
Congratulations to our newly elected Parent Advisory Committee Executive officers!
Chairperson: Nita Sayles
Vice Chairperson: Vicky Yazzie
Treasurer: We need You
Secretary: We need You
Student Secretary 1: Alexandra Judy
Student Secretary 2: Elizabeth Nystrom
Teacher Representative: Roger Lyman
Honorary substitutes for Student Secretary go to Dohanie Welsh and Nathalia
Frederick. We had four students who stepped forward. They nominated and
introduced themselves to vote for them to be the next Student Secretary. We are
proud of our youth for wanting to be a part of our Parent Advisory Committee.
It is with your help that we continue to serve our Native American students. We are
still in need of a Treasurer and Secretary. If you would like to volunteer for the
position, please call Esther Nystrom at 480-472-0582.

NEXT Parent Advisory Committee meeting: All MPS parents welcome!
November 13th: Skyline High School, 7 pm – 8 pm in the Mini Auditorium.
845 S. Crismon Road, Mesa AZ

