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Hello Students, Families & Community,
This is a wonderful time to be a part of this
2018-2019 school year. As I visit schools
across Mesa, I see the change of a rich and
culturally diverse community. My hope is for
the Native American Education Program to
provide students with cultural and
educational opportunities for personal
growth. This is obtainable by providing
contact with a Liaison at each High School;
and Instructional Assistants and Jr. High
Liaisons at our target schools. There are
many opportunities for growth this year and
I look forward to meeting with you at our
Family Culture Nights and our Parent
Advisory Committee meetings. Come
express ideas, learn cultural teachings, and
discuss the needs of our students. This year
is starting off on the right path and I would
like for you to join your student and our
team on this educational journey.
Many blessings to you and your family as we
begin this new school year.
Ahxéhee’ (Thank you),

Thank you,

Esther Nystrom
Native American Education,
Program Specialist

2018-2019

NAEP Staff Spotlight
Ms. Bernadine – Kerr and Roosevelt
Greeting and Salutations to the Parents and Guardians of our Native students. Welcome back to a
new school year, and new challenges. My name is Ms. Bernadine, I am a Hopi from Walpi and from
the Corn Clan. I am at two schools this year--Kerr for the 5th year, and Roosevelt for my 2nd year.
Monday and Tuesday, I will be at Roosevelt Elementary working with students from 2nd to 6th grade,
located in the A pod. Thursday and Friday, you will find me at Kerr Elementary in classroom H2 after
school. I will only take students out of the classroom when they have completed 4 spelling tests with a
score of 100%. Also, they must have completed 4 math quizzes with a score of 100%. The real test
will be for students to soar on their Dibels reading scores and pass with a 95% or better. The passing
students will have an opportunity to participate in fun activities.
On Wednesday, you will find me at the NAEP office learning another aspect of my job.
Thank you to the Parents and Guardians who check their students work, and for encouraging perfect
attendance. Your wonderful children are a joy to work with.
Your Instructional Assistant,
-Ms. Bernadine
480-472-5173 (Kerr) or
bltalahongva@mpsaz.org

Ms. Begody – Whitman
Ya’at’eeh- Hello, my name is Mica Begody. I am of the Dine/Navajo tribe. I am the Instructional
Assistant for the Native American Education Program at Whitman Elementary School.
I started with Mesa Public Schools as a volunteer in 2007 with Mesa Early Learning Program (M.E.L.P),
then became an employee in 2012. I enjoy working with students from different grades ranging from
Pre-school to 6th grade.
My goal at Whitman is to support our Native American students and encourage their educational
goals and needs.
I am excited to work with our Native American students and look forward to meeting them
throughout the school year. If you have any questions or concerns, reach me at 480-472-5007 or by
email mdbegody@mpsaz.org You can also come by my room at Whitman, in room 7.
Feel free to visit our main office on 1025 N. Country Club Drive Mesa, 85201 in the Student Services
Center. I look forward to meeting you and your child.
Wishing all of you a wonderful 2018-2019 school year. GO WHITMAN WILDCATS!! #OneTeam
Ahxe’hee- THANK YOU!!
Monday thru Friday: At Whitman from 7:45am - 4:15pm; except for Wednesday I am at our NAEP
office.

Ms. Noel Alvarez – NAEP Office
Welcome to the 2018-2019 exciting new year at MPS, Native American Education Program!
I'm Noel Alvarez, a tribal member of the Navajo Nation, Dine' tribe.
I'm proud to say I have worked for MPS for 10 years. I work from the main office as a Home
School Liaison, I cover Elementary, Jr. High, and High Schools. I found my passion 15 years
ago, which is working with loving families and kind, loving students. Our elders are an
important part of our existence. Keep in mind, parents and grand-parents are the first
teachers in our precious children’s lives.
As a Home School Liaison, I encourage communication with teachers and staff. I encourage
doctor check-ups, and Optometry. Please stop into our beautiful, updated NAEP office to
meet our awesome, knowledgeable staff.
Please call me with any questions, and I will be happy to assist in anyway.
Monday-Thursday 8:30 am to 2:30 pm.
Email snalvarez@mpsaz.org or 480-472-0581

Mrs. Berry - Whittier
Ya'at'teeh (Hello)
My name is Tiffany Berry, I am born for the Blacksheep clan and born into Near Water Clan. My
maternal grandfather's clan is Yucca Fruit and paternal grandfather's clan is Bitter water.
I have been working for Mesa Public Schools, Native American Education Program for 5 years at
Whittier Elementary. I work with many Native American students which range from
Kindergarten to 6th grade. We work on math facts and reading which include sight words,
spelling words and definitions. I also include the reading of Native American books with
activities such as word search, mazes and crafts. I enjoy working and encouraging our Native
American students every day.
I look forward to seeing our students strive for greatness this new school year. GO WILDCATS!!
Whittier Elementary School
733 N. Longmore Avenue
Mesa, AZ 85201
(480) 472-4909
Room 102
(Monday, Tuesday and Thursday)
N.A.E.P. Office
MPS Student Services Building, RM 109
1025 N. Country Club Dr.
Mesa, AZ 85201
(480) 472-0580
(Wednesday and Friday)

Ms. Debra Toya – NAEP Office/Mtn. View
Hello and Good Day,
I am from the Navajo Nation, from the Towering House clan, born for the Tangle People. I
was born and raised in Flagstaff AZ.
I have been with Mesa Public Schools since 2010, in the capacity of a Liaison with the
Native American Education Program. I enjoy working with families, students and with
Mesa Public Schools.
I enjoy reading, quilting, scrap booking and hiking.
480-472-0576 or dktoya@mpsaz.org

Ms. Giles – Dobson
Hello MPS Native American families. My name is Tasha. I am the Native American
Student Liaison at Dobson High School. I serve as an academic mentor working directly and
collaboratively with a caseload of individual students and their families, school personnel and
community providers to implement strategies that promote school success and school
completion. Please call my office or stop by anytime.
480-472-6851 or tagiles@mpsaz.org

Mr. Freddie Johnson – Mesa High and Skyline
Niizhóni ́ dóó Yá’át’ééh,
Shi ́ éi ́ Tó Aheedli ́inii nishłi ́. (I am of the Waterflows Together Clan)
Á shįih̨ i ́ báshi ́shchi ́i ́n. (Born for the Salt People Clan)
Táchii’nii dashicheii. (My Maternal Grandfathers are the Red Running into the Water Clan)
Bit’ahnii dashináli ́. (My Paternal Grandfathers are the Folded Arms Clan)
Tsé NItsaa Deez’áhi ́dę́é’̨ naashá. (I am from Rock Point, AZ)
I am married, my wife’s name is Cheron K. Johnson, she is from Shiprock NM, and we have 6
wonderful children, Dwayne, Arlara, Anson, Emily, Jeron and Chenila. We live in Tempe and have
been living in the Phoenix Metropolitan area since June of 2001. I am now the new Home School
Liaison for Mesa High School and Skyline High School. I am excited to be a part of the Native
American Education Program team and look forward to working with the schools, students and their
families. I enjoy doing art and calligraphy in my spare time. I am also a certified Court Interpreter, I
interpret in the courts at all levels. I also do hospital interpreting and translate legal and government
documents into Diné Bizaad (language).
Thank you, Mesa Public Schools, Native American Education Program and parents, for allowing me
this opportunity to make a difference in our students’ academic success.
480-472-0583 or ftjohnson@mpsaz.org
Freddie Johnson éi ́ yinishyé. (My name is Freddie Johnson).
Ahxéhee’ (Thank You)

Ms. Lewis - Westwood
Greetings Westwood Parent/Guardian,
I look forward to working with your student this school year. As the Home School Liaison at
Westwood for several years now, I would like to say that I enjoy every year I have worked with the
staff and students.
Every year is a chance to grow as students, and see all opportunities available. My goal is to work
with your student to see their potential in their academics and to seek out the next opportunity, to
get involved and keep Moving Up as we say at Westwood.
Room 303 is open to your student for studying, working on projects, a place for study groups and
have materials available to work on projects. Native American literature and text resources are
available, and this is where the Native American Club meetings are held. Your student may gain
Service Learning hours for participating in the NA Club.
If you have questions I can be reached at 480-472-4552.
Thank you,
Ms. Lewis

Mrs. Dodge – Instructional
Assistant at Adams and
Webster Elementary
480-472-4311 (Adams) or
gjdodge@mpsaz.org

Mrs. Martinez – Instructional
Assistant at Stapley Jr High
480-472-2775 or
symartinez@mpsaz.org

Mr. Josh Henry – Instructional
Assistant at Skyline and Red
Mountain
480-472-9523 (Skyline) or
jdhenry@mpsaz.org

Mrs. Makin – Home School Liaison
at Red Mountain
480-472-8045 or aemakin@mpsaz.org

Adams Elementary

This is 5th grader Launa Nez. She's on top of
her studies this year. She's hard working and
very respectful. We're reading all about Jim
Thorpe. I am very excited to see all the
motivation and positive thinking going on at
Adams!

Whitman Elementary

The NED Show visit to Whitman Elementary

The NED Show produced by All for KIDZ, Inc., is an innovative, character education assembly. Using
humor, storytelling, audience participation and amazing object lessons including yo-yo and magic
tricks. Students learn through the adventures of NED, a character that kids (and adults) can relate to.
His name is an acronym for: Never Give Up, Encourage Others, Do Your Best!
The NED Program uses a multi-sensory learning model to motivate, encourage and inspire students
to become Champions at school and in life.
The NED Pledge
I promise that very day, I will do my best.
I will encourage others. And I will never give up...EVER!
Never, ever, ever give up on myself, on my classmates, on learning and on life!

Red Mountain Native American Club Is Creative Learning
By Anna Makin, Red Mountain Liaison
What I love best in my work with the Mesa NAEP program is the collaboration with the Red
Mountain Native American Club. We have about 15 steady members who come together biweekly to plan meetings, practical projects and fundraise for campaigns.
We learn by doing. First each idea starts with a bang of enthusiasm. How do we do a concession
stand? Let’s go to the Activities Office and find out. Yes, there is a lot of paperwork. But after this
hurdle is taken, let’s go shopping! What do you want to offer on your concession stand? Our treats
have to be affordable and appeal to most people. Plus, we want to make a profit for the club.
Oh boy, have we got smart shoppers! From the no-tax-added cash-retailer to the wholesaler—
somebody always knows a deal. We buy the merchandise, and then we set up our stand. How
does the vending line go? How do we make our goodies table look nice? Do we have price labels?
Meanwhile, two people will be our designated cashiers. There is no end to learning in such a small
business venue.
We have many different talents among our members: sales people, handymen, advertisers,
natural leaders, design artists and gifted speakers. We have questions everywhere. For example,
what do you want on your poster board? This question came up as we were preparing for Club
Day. What is our Native American Club all about? Once we started to write bullet points, we really
got thinking.
Our Native American Club has enjoyed crafts, activities, school events, college trips, conferences
and many specialty presentations. During each of these events, our members stay busy.
Sometimes one may drop the ball, but another gets it going again.
Red Mountain Native American club has grown and bonded. There are many things that we still
want to accomplish. Maybe we will pull together a licensed frybread concessions stand, and
hopefully there are club t-shirts on the horizon this year.
As long as our ideas keep coming, we will always try something new.

Group picture with Freddie Johnson and the Club and Native American friends
after his presentation “The Sacred Self” traditional Navajo teachings.

Poster-making session with the Club for the upcoming Club
Day at Red Mountain High School

Dobson High School

Varsity Football Team and Varsity Dive
Team for Pep Assembly
Senior Orchestra Club
member for Pep Assembly

Seniors and Junior Native American
Club members for Pep Assembly

Salt River Maricopa Indian Community Tour
The NAEP staff had the opportunity to participate in a tour hosted by the Salt River
Education Department. During the tour, our staff visited the Lehi Boys & Girls Club, WOLF
and the museum. It was a great way to learn a little about the history, people and culture of
SRPMIC. A huge thank you to Salt River for having us, and our superintendent, Dr. Conley
for being a part of the tour!

Submit to Eaglewings!
Use our online form at
http://www.mpsaz.org/naep/
eagle_wings/newsform/ or
just shoot us an email and
attach
a picture!

jbarranca@mpsaz.org

Corny Corner
Why do cows have hooves and not
feet?
Because they Lactose!!
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