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INTRODUCTION 
 

The purpose of this document is to ensure a common, consistent, standardized reporting 
system within and among all elementary schools. 
 
Included in this resource are charts listing standards and the reference codes for English 
Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies for kindergarten through sixth grades.  
 
Since few criteria are absolute, grades and performance indicators of students’ progress and 
achievement in relation to the learning standards must ultimately depend on the best 
judgment of each teacher. Each teacher is expected to exercise professional judgment within 
the guidelines presented. These delineations are intended to produce a coordinated approach 
within a school and among schools without undue restrictions on teacher judgment inherent in 
deriving a grade. 
 
There is little doubt that the best reporting system is the parent/teacher conference. For this 
reason, Mesa Public Schools has scheduled two such conferences per year. It is at this 
conference, or upon request, that parents may wish to go into more detail concerning their 
child’s progress. 
 
This teacher’s guide is organized in the order the content areas appear on the report card and 
includes more specific guidance for reporting student progress.   
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Guidelines for Marking the Student Progress  
Report Cards Grades K-6 

 
 

The report card has multiple categories for reporting progress and will indicate which category 
to use specifically for each content area. 
 

EFFORT marks (grades K-6) reflect student performance related to responsibility for learning and 
the level of student involvement. Effort will be marked in the following way:  
 

4     = Demonstrates Outstanding effort due to a superior level of involvement and 
responsibility for learning.  

3     = Demonstrates Satisfactory/Consistent effort due to a steady, reliable level 
of involvement and responsibility for learning.  

2     = Effort is Improving but Not Consistent due to varying levels of involvement 
and responsibility for learning.  

1     = Effort is an Area of Concern due to a lack of involvement and responsibility 
for learning.  

SKILL PERFORMANCE markings (grades K-6) are based on student performance of grade 
level expectations for that grading period in the content areas of English Language Arts, Math, 
Science and Social Studies. 

4   = Demonstrates Proficiency in concepts and skills by meeting grade level 
expectations with complete understanding. The student, with few errors and a 
strong performance, grasps and applies the key concepts, processes, and 
skills for the grade level. 

3   = Demonstrates a Developing Proficiency in concepts and skills by beginning 
to meet grade level expectations with consistent understanding. The student 
is beginning to use the key concepts, processes, and skills for the grade level. 

2   = Demonstrates a Limited Proficiency in concepts and skills by attempting 
grade level expectations with minimal understanding. The student is 
beginning to grasp the key concepts, processes, and skills for the grade level. 

1   = Does not yet understand or demonstrate use of the concepts and skills that 
have been introduced for the grade level. 

Z  = Student participates in an Individual Program; progress may be reported 
separately. 

NOTE:  The four skill performance marks (4, 3, 2 and 1) reflect how the student is performing 
relative to grade level expectations for that grading period, not what percentage a student 
averaged during the nine weeks. The skill performance marks should be based on evidence 
such as assignments, work samples, assessments, and other documentation of student 
progress.  It is possible for a student to be “Proficient” at what they know and are able to do 
relative to the Grade Level Expectations during the first grading period and at “Developing 
Proficiency” the next grading period because the learning standards/concepts become 
increasingly complex. 
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Guidelines for Marking English Learner (EL) Information (K-6) 
This section of the report card is intended to be used only for currently identified English learners 
(ELs). If a student is not a currently identified EL, this section of the report card does not need to 
be filled out. 

Academic progress for currently identified ELs must be documented using the appropriate grade 
level progress report. Effort and Skill Performance marks are given based on the ELs’ 
achievement on grade level skills. It is important to understand that ELs who are developing 
English proficiency may receive lower level Skill Performance marks due to the fact that they are 
not yet English proficient.  Skill Performance marks should improve as the EL becomes more 
proficient. 

 
Marking EL Information 

In the English Learner (EL) section of the report card: 

● For Quarters 1-3, indicate the Arizona English Language Learner Assessment 
(AZELLA) Overall Proficiency Level letter for the student under the fall label using the 
proficiency key. Use the most recent AZELLA score report to indicate the proficiency 
level of the student: 
o E = Pre-Emergent/Emergent 
o B = Basic 
o I = Intermediate 
o P = Proficient 

● For Quarter 4, indicate the AZELLA Overall Proficiency Level letter for the student 
under the spring label using the proficiency key. Use the spring AZELLA score report to 
indicate the proficiency level of the student in the spring: 
o E = Pre-Emergent/Emergent 
o B = Basic 
o I = Intermediate 
o P = Proficient 

 
Where to Find AZELLA Information 

Information to complete these boxes is available from these sources: 

● Individual Student AZELLA Report to be accessed from 
o SEI Technician/ELAD Testing Clerk assigned to school 
o Student CUM file  

● EL proficiency level provided through Synergy Query from Office Secretary or SEI 
Technician/ELAD Testing Clerk assigned to school 
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English Language Arts 
Second Grade 

 Report 
Card 

Heading 

Report 
Card Sub 
Heading 

Skills Descriptors 
(Clusters and Standards) 

Standards 
Reference 

Codes 
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Ph

on
ic

s 
an

d 
W
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d  

R
ec

og
ni

tio
n  distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable words 2.RF.3a 

know spelling-sound correspondences for additional common vowel teams 2.RF.3b 

identify and apply all six syllable types to decode appropriate grade-level text 2.RF.3c 

decode words with common prefixes and suffixes 2.RF.3d 

identify words with inconsistent but common spelling-sound correspondences 2.RF.3e 

recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words 2.RF.3f 

Fl
ue

nc
y  

read on-level text with purpose and understanding 2.RF.4a 

read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive 
readings  2.RF.4b 

use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as 
necessary 2.RF.4c 

So
un

d 
Le

tte
r 

B
as

ic
s  

Sound-Letter Basics and Handwriting: 

write legibly in manuscript using correct letter formation 2.WF.1a 

transcribe ideas in manuscript with automaticity and proper spacing 2.WF.1b 

write the most common graphemes for each phoneme 2.WF.2a 

W
or

d 
A

na
ly

si
s 

Sk
ill

s 

Spelling: 
spell on-level, regular, single-syllable words 2.WF.3a 

spell two- and three-syllable words 2.WF.3b 

spell words with suffixes 2.WF.3c 

spell grade-level appropriate words as found in a research-based list 2.WF.3d 
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English Language Arts 
Second Grade 

Report 
Card 

Heading 
Report 

Card Sub 
Heading 

Skills Descriptors 
(Clusters and Standards) 

Standards 
Reference 

Codes 

En
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ce
 

Li
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Key Ideas and Details: 

ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a text  2.RL.1 

recount stories, including fables, and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their central 
message, lesson, or moral 2.RL.2 

describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges 2.RL.3 

Craft and Structure: 

describe how words and phrases supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song 2.RL.4 

describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning introduces the 
story and the ending concludes the action 2.RL.5 

acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters, including by speaking in a different 
voice for each character when reading dialogue aloud 2.RL.6 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 

use information gained from the illustrations and words in a text to demonstrate understanding of 
its characters, setting, or plot  2.RL.7 

compare and contrast the two or more versions of the same story by different authors or from 
different cultures 2.RL.9 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 

read stories, drama, and poetry of appropriate complexity for grade 2 2.RL.10 

In
fo

rm
at

io
na

l T
ex

t  

Key Ideas and Details: 

ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a text 2.RI.1 

identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within 
the text  2.RI.2 

describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or 
steps in technical procedures in a text 2.RI.3 

Craft and Structure: 

determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area 2.RI.4 

know and use various text features to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently 2.RI.5 

identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or 
describe 2.RI.6 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 

explain how specific images contribute to and clarify a text 2.RI.7 

describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text 2.RI.8 

compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic 2.RI.9 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 
read informational texts appropriately complex for grade 2 2.RI.10 
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English Language Arts 
Second Grade 

Report 
Card 

Heading 

Report 
Card Sub 
Heading 

Skills Descriptors 
(Clusters and Standards) 

Standards 
Reference 

Codes 

En
gl

is
h 
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ng
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ge
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rt

s 
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rm
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nt
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W
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  O
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nf
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m

at
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e/
 E
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to

ry
, N

ar
ra

tiv
e Text Types and Purposes (Opinion): 

write opinion pieces which state an opinion or preference about a topic or book, supply reasons 
for the opinion, use linking words, and provide a concluding statement  

2.W.1 

Text Types and Purposes (Informative/Explanatory): 

write informative/explanatory texts with a topic and facts to develop points and provide a 
concluding statement  

2.W.2 

Text Types and Purposes (Narrative): 

write narratives that recount an event, includes details, uses temporal words, and provides 
closure 

2.W.3 

Note:  Writing Standards 4-10 apply to each of the three text types (opinion, 
informative/explanatory, and narrative writing) 
Production and Distribution of Writing: 

● produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to the task and 
purpose 

● focus on a topic and strengthen writing by revising and editing 
● use a variety of digital tools 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge: 
● participate in shared research and writing projects 
● recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer 

a question 
Range of Writing: 

● write routinely for a range of specific tasks, purposes, and audiences 

 
 

2.W.4 
2.W.5 
2.W.6 

 
 

2.W.7 
2.W.8 

 
 

MPS.2.W.10 

Sp
ea

ki
ng

 a
nd

 L
is

te
ni

ng
 

Comprehension and Collaboration: 

follow agreed-upon rules for discussion 2.SL.1a 

build on others’ talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of others 2.SL.1b 

ask for clarification and further explanation as needed 2.SL.1c 

recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented 2.SL.2 

ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, 
gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue 

2.SL.3 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas: 

tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, 
speaking audibly in coherent sentences 

2.SL.4 

create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other visual displays to stories 
or recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings 

2.SL.5 

produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide 
requested detail or clarification 

2.SL.6 
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English Language Arts 
Second Grade 

 Report 
Card 

Heading 

Report 
Card Sub 
Heading 

Skills Descriptors 
(Clusters and Standards) 

Standards 
Reference 

Codes 
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Conventions of Standard English: 

use collective nouns  2.L.1a 

form and use frequently occurring irregular plural nouns 2.L.1b 

use reflexive pronouns 2.L.1c 

form and use the past, present, and future tense of frequently occurring regular and irregular 
verbs 2.L.1d 

use adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what is to be modified 2.L.1e 

use interjections 2.L.1f 

produce, expand, and rearrange complete simple and compound sentences using frequently 
occurring conjunctions 2.L.1g 

identify and use declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory sentences 2.L.1h 

link sentences into a simple, cohesive paragraph that contains: a main idea, supporting details, 
and a conclusion 2.L.1i 

capitalize holidays, product names, and geographic names 2.L.2a 

use commas in greetings and closings of letters  2.L.2b 

use an apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring possessives 2.L.2c 

generalize learned spelling patterns when writing words 2.L.2d 

consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and correct 
spellings compare formal and informal uses of English 2.L.2e 

Vo
ca

bu
la

ry
 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: 

determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known prefix is added to a known word 2.L.4a 

use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the same root 2.L.4b 

use knowledge of the meaning of individual words to predict the meaning of compound words 2.L.4c 

use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase 2.L.4d 

use glossaries and beginning dictionaries to determine or clarify the meaning of words and 
phrases 2.L.4e 

identify real-life connections between words and their use 2.L.5a 

identify synonyms and antonyms to distinguish shades of meaning among closely related verbs 
and closely related adjectives 2.L.5b 

use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and 
responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe 2.L.6 
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Mathematics 
2nd Grade 

 
Domain Descriptors Standards 

Operations and 
Algebraic Thinking 

(OA) 

Represent and solve problems involving 
addition and subtraction 2.OA.A.1 

Fluently add and subtract within 20 2.OA.B.2 

Work with equal groups of objects to gain 
foundations for multiplication 2.OA.C.3, 2.OA.C.4 

Number and 
Operations in Base 

Ten (NBT) 

Understand place value within 1000 
2.NBT.A.1, 
2.NBT.A.2, 
2.NBT.A.3, 2.NBT.A.4 

Use place value understanding and 
properties of operations to add and subtract 

2.NBT.B.5, 
2.NBT,B.6, 
2.NBT.B.7, 
2.NBT.B.8, 2.NBT.B.9 

Measurement and 
Data (MD) 

Measure and estimate length in standard 
units 

2.MD.A.1, 2.MD.A.2, 
2.MD.A.3, 2.MD.A.4 

Relate addition and subtraction to length 2.MD.B.5, 2.MD.B.6 

Work with time and money 2.MD.C.7, 2.MD.C.8 

Represent and interpret data 2.MD.D.9, 2.MD.D.10 

Geometry (G) Reason with shapes and their attributes 2.G.A.1, 2.G.A.2, 
2.G.A.3 

Mathematical Practices are integrated in every domain 
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Second Grade Science 
 

 Science Sense-Making and Core Ideas 
(refer to MPS Science Curriculum Guides for detailed guidance) 

Standards 

Science and 
Engineering 

Practices 
 

And 
  

Portrait of a 
Graduate 

● use their senses to help them make observations 
and predictions about the world around them 

● ask questions 
● gather information from observations 
● reason about information and connect it to scientific 

ideas  
● communicate their understanding and reasoning with 

scientific explanations  
● solve problems creatively 
● think critically and develop arguments  
● work cooperatively in teams 
● use technology  
● value lifelong learning 

 

Life Science ● develop an understanding that life on Earth depends 
on energy from the Sun or from other organisms to 
survive 

2.L2U1.9 
2.L2U1.10 

Physical Science ● develop an understanding of observable properties of 
matter and how changes in energy (heating or 
cooling) can affect matter or materials 

2.P1U1.1 
2.P1U1.2 
2.P4U1.3 

Earth & Space 
Science 

● identify patterns of the water cycle, weather patterns, 
and the role of water and wind in shaping the Earth’s 
surface 

● construct arguments that humans and other 
organisms make positive and negative changes to 
the environment 

● make observations to develop an understanding of 
changing patterns in the sky 

 

2.E1U1.4 
2.E1U1.5 
2.E1U2.6 
2.E1U3.7 
2.E2U1.8 

 
 

  



Mesa Public Schools             11 
Updated 1/2021 
 

Tips for Teachers: Assessing Proficiency of the Science and 
Engineering Practices 

 
Students use science and engineering practices (SEP’s) along with crosscutting concepts (CCC’s) 
and core ideas (CI’s) for science sense-making.  The Indicator scale below highlights both the skill 

performance and SEP indicators for each proficiency on the report card.   
 

 
Skill Performance SEP Indicators 

4 - Proficient Student has almost all check marks in the OFTEN column. 

3 – Developing Proficiency Student has a majority of check marks in the SOMETIMES and 
OFTEN columns. 

2 – Limited Proficiency Student has a majority of check marks in the SELDOM and 
SOMETIMES columns. 

1 – Does not yet understand Student has a majority of check marks in the NEVER column. 
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K-2: Condensed Science and Engineering Practices Checklist 
This checklist can be utilized to track student progress through classroom observation.  

 
Student: ___________________________________________ 

SCIENCE & ENGINEERING PRACTICES NEVER SELDOM SOMETIMES OFTEN 

Asking Questions and Defining Problems 
Ask questions based on observations of the natural and/or designed world.     

Define a simple problem that can be solved through the development of a new 
or improved object or tool. 

    

Developing and Using Models 
Distinguish between a model and the actual object, process, and/or events the 
model represents. 

    

Compare models to identify common features and differences.     
Develop and/or use models (i.e., diagrams, drawings, physical replicas, 
dioramas, dramatizations, or storyboards) that represent amounts, 
relationships, relative scales (bigger, smaller), and/or patterns in the natural 
and designed worlds. 

    

Develop a simple model that represents a proposed object or tool.     

Planning and Carrying Out Investigations 
With guidance, design and conduct investigations in collaboration with peers.     

Design and conduct investigations collaboratively.     

Evaluate different ways of observing and/or measuring an attribute of interest.     
Make direct or indirect observations and/or measurements to collect data, 
which can be used to make comparisons. 

    

Identify questions and make predictions based on prior experiences.     

Make direct or indirect observations and/or measurements of a proposed object 
or tool or solution to determine if it solves a problem or meets a goal.  

    

Analyzing and Interpreting Data 
Use and share pictures, drawings, and/or writings of observations.     
Use observations to describe patterns and/or relationships in the natural and 
designed worlds in order to answer scientific questions and solve problems.  

    

Make measurements of length to quantify data.     

Analyze data from tests of an object or tool to determine if a proposed object 
or tool functions as intended. 
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SCIENCE & ENGINEERING PRACTICES NEVER SELDOM SOMETIMES OFTEN 

Using Mathematics and Computational Thinking 

Decide when to use qualitative vs. quantitative data.     

Use counting and numbers to identify and describe patterns in the 
natural and designed worlds. 

    

Describe, measure, and compare quantitative attributes of different 
objects and display the data using simple graphs. 

    

Use quantitative data to compare two alternative solutions to a problem.     

Constructing Explanations and Designing Solutions 

Use information from direct or indirect observations to construct 
explanations. 

    

Use tools and materials provided to design a device or solution to a 
specific problem. 

    

Distinguish between opinions and evidence in one’s own explanations.     

Generate and compare multiple solutions to a problem.     

Engaging in Argument from Evidence 

Identify arguments that are supported by evidence.     

Listen actively to others’ explanations and arguments and ask 
questions for clarification. 

    

Make a claim about the effectiveness of an object, tool, or solution that 
is based on relevant evidence.  

    

Obtaining, Evaluating, and Communicating Information 

Use senses to help make observations and predictions about the world.     

Critique and/or communicate information or design ideas and/or 
solutions with others in oral and/or written forms using models, 
drawings, writing, or numbers. 

    

Record observations, thoughts, and ideas.     

Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine 
works) contribute to and clarify a text. 

    

Obtain information by using various text features (e.g., headings, tables 
of contents, glossaries, electronic menus, icons).  
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Social Studies 
2nd Grade 

 Social Studies Core Descriptors  

(refer to MPS History and Social Science Curriculum Guides for detailed 
guidance) 

Standards 

Disciplinary 
Skills and 
Processes 

Create a chronological sequence of multiple events. 2.SP1.1 

Understand how events of the past affect students’ lives and community.  2.SP1.2 
 

Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped a 
significant historical change. 

2.SP1.3 

Compare diverse cultures from around the world using primary sources such 
as photographs, artifacts, and music and secondary sources such as fiction 
and non-fiction. 

2.SP2.1 

Compare perspectives of people in the past to those today through stories 
and biographies.  

2.SP2.2 

Identify facts and concepts associated with compelling and supporting 
questions. 

2.SP3.1 
 

Determine and use different kinds of sources to answer compelling and 
supporting questions.  

2.SP3.2 
 

Generate questions about a particular source as it relates to an event or 
development. 

2.SP3.3 
 

Gather relevant information from one or two sources. 2.SP3.4 

Ask and answer questions about explanations and arguments.  2.SP3.5 

Present a summary of an argument or explanation using print, oral, or digital 
technology.  

2.SP3.6 
 

Generate possible reasons for an event or development.  2.SP4.1 

Select which reasons might be more likely than others to explain an event or 
development. 

2.SP4.2 
 

History Explain how individuals can make contributions to a   civilization and/or culture 
in place or region studied.  

2.H1.1 

Using primary and secondary sources, compare civilizations and/or cultures 
around the world and how they   have changed over time in a place or region 
studied.  

2.H1.2 

Examine developments from the civilization and/or culture in a place or region 
studied.  

2.H1.3 
 

Generate questions about the institutions and belief systems of different 
societies.  

● Key concepts include but are not limited to religion, governments, 
economic systems, and education. 

2.H3.1 
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Civics Describe roles and responsibilities of people in authority within our country and 
world.  

2.C2.1 

Explain how all people, not just official leaders, play important roles in the 
world.  

2.C2.2 
 

Explain how people work together to identify and solve problems within our 
world. 

2.C4.1 

 Explain how rules function in public settings. 2.C4.2 

Geography Use and construct maps, graphs, and other geographic representations of 
familiar and unfamiliar places in the world; and locate physical and human 
features.  

● Key physical features include but are not limited to seven continents, 
oceans, lakes, rivers, mountain ranges, coasts, seas, and deserts. 

● Key human features include but are not limited to equator, 
hemispheres, North and South Pole, cities, states, countries, regions, 
and landmarks. 

2.G1.1 

Use maps, globes, and other simple geographic models to identify and explain 
cultural and environmental characteristics of places in the world based on 
stories shared. 

2.G1.2 
 

Explain how weather, climate, and other environmental characteristics affect 
people’s lives in a place or region being studied.  

2.G2.1 

Describe how human activities affect the communities and the environment of 
places or regions. 

2.G2.2 

Describe the positive and negative effects of using natural resources. 2.G2.3 
 

Explain why and how people, goods, and ideas move from place to place.  

● Key concepts include but are not limited to transportation, trade, 
immigration, migration, and communication. 

2.G3.1 

Identify different physical and cultural regions in the world. 2.G4.1 

Economics Identify different occupations and skills needed in a global economy.  2.E1.1 

Describe reasons to save or spend money. 2.E1.2 

Identify and describe the goods and services that are produced around the 
world.  

2.E3.1 
 

Explain how people around the world earn income.  2.E3.2 

Explain how people can be producers and consumers in a global economy.  2.E3.3 

Describe the public services that governments provide and how they meet the 
needs of individuals. 

2.E4.1 

Illustrate how a country’s resources determine what is produced and traded. 2.E5.1 
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