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INTRODUCTION 
 

The purpose of this document is to ensure a common, consistent, standardized reporting 
system within and among all elementary schools. 
 
Included in this resource are charts listing standards and the reference codes for English 
Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies for kindergarten through sixth grades.  
 
Since few criteria are absolute, grades and performance indicators of students’ progress and 
achievement in relation to the learning standards must ultimately depend on the best 
judgment of each teacher. Each teacher is expected to exercise professional judgment within 
the guidelines presented. These delineations are intended to produce a coordinated approach 
within a school and among schools without undue restrictions on teacher judgment inherent in 
deriving a grade. 
 
There is little doubt that the best reporting system is the parent/teacher conference. For this 
reason, Mesa Public Schools has scheduled two such conferences per year. It is at this 
conference, or upon request, that parents may wish to go into more detail concerning their 
child’s progress. 
 
This teacher’s guide is organized in the order the content areas appear on the report card and 
includes more specific guidance for reporting student progress.   
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Guidelines for Marking the Student Progress  
Report Cards Grades K-6 

 
The report card has multiple categories for reporting progress and will indicate which category 
to use specifically for each content area. 

 
EFFORT marks (grades K-6) reflect student performance related to responsibility for learning 
and the level of student involvement. Effort will be marked in the following way:  
 

4     = Demonstrates Outstanding effort due to a superior level of involvement and 
responsibility for learning.  

3     = Demonstrates Satisfactory/Consistent effort due to a steady, reliable level 
of involvement and responsibility for learning.  

2     = Effort is Improving but Not Consistent due to varying levels of involvement 
and responsibility for learning.  

1     = Effort is an Area of Concern due to a lack of involvement and responsibility 
for learning.  

SKILL PERFORMANCE markings (grades K-6) are based on student performance of grade 
level expectations for that grading period in the content areas of English Language Arts, Math, 
Science and Social Studies. 

4   = Demonstrates Proficiency in concepts and skills by meeting grade level 
expectations with complete understanding. The student, with few errors and a 
strong performance, grasps and applies the key concepts, processes, and 
skills for the grade level. 

3   = Demonstrates a Developing Proficiency in concepts and skills by beginning 
to meet grade level expectations with consistent understanding. The student 
is beginning to use the key concepts, processes, and skills for the grade level. 

2   = Demonstrates a Limited Proficiency in concepts and skills by attempting 
grade level expectations with minimal understanding. The student is 
beginning to grasp the key concepts, processes, and skills for the grade level. 

1   = Does not yet understand or demonstrate use of the concepts and skills that 
have been introduced for the grade level. 

Z  = Student participates in an Individual Program; progress may be reported 
separately. 

NOTE:  The four skill performance marks (4, 3, 2 and 1) reflect how the student is performing 
relative to grade level expectations for that grading period, not what percentage a student 
averaged during the nine weeks. The skill performance marks should be based on evidence 
such as assignments, work samples, assessments, and other documentation of student 
progress.  It is possible for a student to be “Proficient” at what they know and are able to do 
relative to the Grade Level Expectations during the first grading period and at “Developing 
Proficiency” the next grading period because the learning standards/concepts become 
increasingly complex. 
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ACHIEVEMENT grades (grades 4-6) are based on student performance as related to grade 
level expectations of what a student should know and be able to do at that grade level. The 
achievement grade is based on student performance related to the progress in meeting overall 
grade level expectations in the following way: 

 

A   = Demonstrated Outstanding Achievement for the grading period on 
grade level expectations, and scores an average of between 90-100% 
on all included assignments. 

B  = Demonstrates High Achievement for the grading period on grade level 
expectations, and scores an average of between 80-89% on all 
included assignments. 

C   = Demonstrates Satisfactory Achievement for the grading period on 
grade level expectations, and scores an average of between 70-79% on 
all included assignments. 

D   = Demonstrates Minimal Achievement for the grading period on grade 
level expectations, and scores an average of between 60-69% on all 
included assignments. 

F   = Demonstrates Serious Difficulty for the grading period on grade level 
expectations, and scores an average of less than 60% on all included 
assignments. 

Z  = Student participates in an Individual Program; progress may be 
reported separately. 
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Guidelines for Marking English Learner (EL) Information (K-6) 

This section of the report card is intended to be used only for currently identified English learners 
(ELs). If a student is not a currently identified EL, this section of the report card does not need to 
be filled out. 

Academic progress for currently identified ELs must be documented using the appropriate grade 
level progress report. Effort and Skill Performance marks are given based on the ELs’ 
achievement on grade level skills. It is important to understand that ELs who are developing 
English proficiency may receive lower level Skill Performance marks due to the fact that they are 
not yet English proficient.  Skill Performance marks should improve as the EL becomes more 
proficient. 

 
Marking EL Information 

In the English Learner (EL) section of the report card: 

● For Quarters 1-3, indicate the Arizona English Language Learner Assessment 
(AZELLA) Overall Proficiency Level letter for the student under the fall label using the 
proficiency key. Use the most recent AZELLA score report to indicate the proficiency 
level of the student: 
o E = Pre-Emergent/Emergent 
o B = Basic 
o I = Intermediate 
o P = Proficient 

 

● For Quarter 4, indicate the AZELLA Overall Proficiency Level letter for the student 
under the spring label using the proficiency key. Use the spring AZELLA score report to 
indicate the proficiency level of the student in the spring: 
o E = Pre-Emergent/Emergent 
o B = Basic 
o I = Intermediate 
o P = Proficient 

 
Where to Find AZELLA Information 

Information to complete these boxes is available from these sources: 

● Individual Student AZELLA Report to be accessed from 
o SEI Technician/ELAD Testing Clerk assigned to school 
o Student CUM file  

● EL proficiency level provided through Synergy Query from Office Secretary or SEI 
Technician/ELAD Testing Clerk assigned to school 
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English Language Arts 
Fourth Grade 

 
 Report 

Card 
Heading 

Report Card 
Sub 

Heading 
Skills Descriptors 

(Clusters and Standards) Standards  
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R

ec
og

ni
tio

n  use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences to read unfamiliar 
multisyllabic words 4.RF.3a 

apply the six syllabication patterns to read grade-level words 4.RF.3b 

use combined knowledge of morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read grade-
level word 4.RF.3c 

Fl
ue

nc
y 

read grade-level text with purpose and understanding 4.RF.4a 
read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive readings  4.RF.4b 

use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, 
rereading as necessary 4.RF.4c 

So
un

d 
Le

tte
r 

B
as

ic
s  Sound-Letter Basics and Handwriting: 

read and write upper and lower case cursive letters 4.WF.1a 
transcribe ideas legibly and fluently with appropriate spacing and indentation 4.WF.1b 

Li
te

ra
tu

re
 

Key Ideas and Details:  
refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly 
and when drawing inferences from the text  4.RL.1 

determine the theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize 
the text 4.RL.2 

describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on 
specific details in the text 4.RL.3 

Craft and Structure:  
determine the meaning of words, phrases, and figurative language found in stories, 
poetry, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures, including those that 
allude to significant characters 

4.RL.4 

explain the overall structure and major differences between poetry, drama, and 
prose 4.RL.5 

compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, 
including the difference between first- and third-person narrations 4.RL.6 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:  
make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral 
presentation of the text, identifying where each version reflects specific descriptions 
and directions in the text  

4.RL.7 

compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics and patterns of 
events in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures 4.RL.9 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity:  
read and comprehend literature including stories, drama, and poetry of appropriate 
complexity for grade 4 4.RL.10 
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English Language Arts 
Fourth Grade 

 
 Report 

Card 
Heading 

Report 
Card Sub 
Heading 

Skills Descriptors 
(Clusters and Standards) Standards  
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Key Ideas and Details: 
refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the text 4.RI.1 

determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the 
text  4.RI.2 

explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including 
what happened and why, based on specific information in the text 4.RI.3 

Craft and Structure: 

determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text 
relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area 4.RI.4 

describe the overall structure of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text 4.RI.5 

compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; describe 
the differences in focus and the information provided 4.RI.6 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 

interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively and explain how the information 
contributes to an understanding of the text 4.RI.7 

explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text 4.RI.8 

integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject 
knowledgeably  4.RI.9 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 

read and comprehend informational texts appropriately complex for grade 4 4.RI.10 
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English Language Arts 
Fourth Grade 

 

 Report 
Card 

Heading 

Report 
Card Sub 
Heading 

Skills Descriptors 
(Clusters and Standards) 

Standards 
Reference 

Codes 
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Text Types and Purposes (Opinion): 
Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information. 
Writing should introduce a topic or text, state an opinion, create an organizational structure, in 
which related ideas are grouped to support writer’s purpose provide reasons supported by facts 
and details, link opinion and reasons using words and phrases, and provide a concluding 
statement or section related to the opinion. 

4.W.1 

Text Types and Purposes (Informative/Explanatory): 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly. Writing should introduce a topic and group related information in paragraphs and 
sections, develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples, link ideas within categories of information, use precise language, 
and provide a concluding statement or section related to the information. 

4.W.2 
 

Text Types and Purposes (Narrative): 
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences. Writing should establish a situation, introduce a 
narrator and/or characters, organize an event sequence, use dialogue and description, use a 
variety of transitional words and phrases, use concrete words and phrases and sensory details, 
and provide a conclusion.  

4.W.3 
 

Note:  Writing Standards 4-10 apply to each of the three text types (opinion, 
informative/explanatory, and narrative writing) 
Production and Distribution of Writing: 
● produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience 
● with guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed 

by planning, revising, and editing 
● with some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to 

produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate 
command of keyboarding skills to complete a writing task (time for research, reflection, and 
revision)  

Research to Build and Present Knowledge: 
● conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different 

aspects of a topic 
● recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and 

digital sources, take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources 
● draw evidence from literary or informational text to support analysis, reflection, and research 

Range of Writing: 
write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of discipline-
specific tasks, purposes, and audiences 

 
 

4.W.4 
 

4.W.5 
 

4.W.6 
 
 

 
4.W.7 

 
4.W.8 

 
4.W.9 

 
 
 

4.W.10 
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English Language Arts 
Fourth Grade 

 

 Report 
Card 

Heading 

Report 
Card Sub 
Heading 

Skills Descriptors 
(Clusters and Standards) 

Standards 
Reference 

Codes 
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Comprehension and Collaboration: 
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 

come to discussions prepared having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on 
that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under 
discussion 

4.SL.1a 

follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles 4.SL.1b 

pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make 
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others 4.SL.1c 

review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas based on the discussion 4.SL.1d 

paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally 4.SL.2 

identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points 4.SL.3 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas: 

report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using 
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak 
clearly at an understandable pace  

4.SL.4 

add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the 
development of main ideas or themes 4.SL.5 

differentiate between contexts that call for formal English and situations where informal 
discourse is appropriate; use formal English when appropriate to task and situation 4.SL.6 
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English Language Arts 
Fourth Grade 

 

 Report 
Card 

Heading 

Report 
Card Sub 
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(Clusters and Standards) Standards  
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Conventions of Standard English: 
use relative pronouns and relative adverbs  4.L.1a 

form and use the progressive verb tenses  4.L.1b 

use modal auxiliaries to convey various conditions. 4.L.1c 

order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns 4.L.1d 

form and use prepositional phrases 4.L.1e 

produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons 

4.L.1f 

correctly use frequently confused words 4.L.1g 

write and organize one or more paragraphs that contain: a topic sentence, supporting 
details, and a conclusion that is appropriate to the writing task 

4.L.1h 

use correct capitalization 4.L.2a 

use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text 4.L.2b 

use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence 4.L.2c 
spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed 4.L.2b 

Vo
ca

bu
la

ry
 

Knowledge of Language: 
choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely 4.L.3a 

choose punctuation for effect 4.L.3b 

differentiate between contexts that call for formal English and situations where informal 
discourse is appropriate 

4.L.3c 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: 
use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 
meaning of a word 

4.L.4a 

use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase  4.L.4b 

consult reference materials, both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine 
or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases 

4.L.4c 

explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors in context  4.L.5a 

recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs 4.L.5b 

demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their synonyms and antonyms 4.L.5c 

acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being 
and that are basic to a particular topic 

4.L.6 
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Mathematics 
4th Grade 

Domain Descriptors Standards 

Operations and 
Algebraic Thinking 

(OA) 

Use the four operations with whole numbers to solve 
problems 

4.O.A.1, 4.OA.A.2, 
4.OA.A.3 

Gain familiarity with factors and multiples 4.OA.B.4 

Generate and analyze patterns 4.OA.C.5 

Number and Operations 
in Base Ten (NBT) 

Understand place value for whole numbers through 
1,000,000 

4.NBT.A.1, 4.NBT.A.2, 
4.NBT.A.3 

Fluently add and subtract a multi-digit whole numbers 
using a standard algorithm 4.NBT.B.4, 4.OA.C.6 

Multiply and divide whole numbers 4.NBT.B.5, 4.NBT.B.6, 
4.OA.C.6 

Number and 
Operations–Fractions 

(NF) 

Extend understanding of fraction equivalence and 
ordering 4.NF.A.1, 4.NF.A.2 

Build fractions from unit fractions by applying previous 
understanding of operations on whole numbers 4.NF.B.3a-d, 4.NF.B4a-c 

Understand decimal notation for fractions and compare 
decimal fractions 

4.NF.C.5, 4.NF.C.6, 
4.NF.C.7 

Measurement and Data 
(MD) 

Solve problems involving measurement and conversion 
of measurements from a larger to a smaller unit 

4.MD.A.1, 4.MD.A.2, 
4.MD.A.3 

Represent and interpret data 4.MD.B.4  

Understand concepts of angle and measure angles 4.MD.C.5, 4.MD.C.6, 
4.MD.C.7 

Geometry (G) Draw and identify lines and angles, classify shapes by 
properties of their lines and angles 4.G.A.1, 4.G.A.2, 4.G.A.3 

Mathematical Practices are integrated in every domain 
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Fourth Grade Science 
 

 Science Sense-Making and Core Ideas 
(refer to MPS Science Curriculum Guides for detailed guidance) 

Standards 

Science and 
Engineering 

Practices 
 

And 
  

Portrait of a 
Graduate 

● ask questions 
● gather information from observations and models 
● reason about information and connect it to scientific 

ideas  
● Analyze data, communicate their understandings, 

and reasoning with scientific explanations  
● solve problems creatively 
● think critically and develop arguments  
● work cooperatively in teams 
● use technology  
● value lifelong learning 

 

Life Science ● Interpret data about the diversity of past and present 
organisms, factors impacting organism diversity, and 
evidence of change in organisms over time 

4.L4U1.11 
 
 

Physical Science ● use models to develop an understanding of how 
Earth’s resources can be transformed into different 
forms of energy. Students develop a better 
understanding of electricity and magnetism 

4.P4U1.1 
4.P4U1.2 
4.P2U1.3 
4.P4U3.4 
 

Earth & Space 
Science 

● use models to develop an understanding of how 
Earth’s resources can be transformed into different 
forms of energy. Students develop a better 
understanding of electricity and magnetism 

 4.E1U1.5 
 4.E1U1.6 
 4.E1U1.7 
 4.E1U1.8 
 4.E1U3.9 
 4.E1U2.10 
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Tips for Teachers: Assessing Proficiency of the Science and 
Engineering Practices 

 
Students use science and engineering practices (SEP’s) along with crosscutting concepts (CCC’s) 
and core ideas (CI’s) for science sense-making.  The Indicator scale below highlights both the skill 

performance and SEP indicators for each proficiency on the report card.   
 

 
Skill Performance SEP Indicators 

4 - Proficient Student has almost all check marks in the OFTEN column. 

3 – Developing Proficiency Student has a majority of check marks in the SOMETIMES and 
OFTEN columns. 

2 – Limited Proficiency Student has a majority of check marks in the SELDOM and 
SOMETIMES columns. 

1 – Does not yet understand Student has a majority of check marks in the NEVER column. 
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3rd-5th Grade: Condensed Science and Engineering Practices Checklist 
This checklist can be utilized to track student progress through classroom observation.  

 
Student: ___________________________________________ 

SCIENCE & ENGINEERING PRACTICES NEVER SELDOM SOMETIMES OFTEN 

Asking Questions and Defining Problems 
Identify scientific (testable) and non-scientific (non-testable) questions.      

Ask questions based on careful observations of phenomena and information.      
Ask questions to clarify ideas or request evidence.      
Ask questions that relate one variable to another variable.      

Ask questions to clarify the constraints of solutions to a problem.      
Use prior knowledge to describe problems that can be solved.      

Define a simple design problem that can be solved through the development of 
an object, tool or process and includes several criteria for success and 
constraints on materials, time, or cost. 

    

Formulate questions that can be investigated and predict reasonable outcomes 
based on patterns such as cause and effect relationships.  

    

Developing and Using Models 
Develop and revise models collaboratively to measure and explain frequent 
and regular events.  

    

Develop a model using an analogy, example, or abstract representation to 
describe a scientific principle or design solution.  

    

Use simple models to describe or support explanations for phenomena and test 
cause and effect relationships or interactions concerning the functioning of a 
natural or designed system.  

    

Identify limitations of models.      
Develop a diagram or simple physical prototype to convey a proposed object, 
tool or process.  

    

Use a simple model to test cause and effect relationships concerning the 
functioning of a proposed object, tool or process.  

    

Planning and Carrying Out Investigations 
Design and conduct investigations collaboratively, using fair tests in which 
variables are controlled and the number of trials considered.  

    

Evaluate appropriate methods and tools for collecting data.     
Make observations and/or measurements, collect appropriate data, and identify 
patterns that provide evidence for an explanation of a phenomenon or test a 
design solution. 

    

Make measurements of two different models of the same proposed object, tool 
or process to determine which better meets criteria for success.   
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SCIENCE & ENGINEERING PRACTICES NEVER SELDOM SOMETIMES OFTEN 

Analyzing and Interpreting Data 
Display data in tables and graphs, using digital tools when feasible, to 
reveal patterns that indicate relationships. 

    

Use data to evaluate claims about cause and effect.      

Compare data collected by different groups in order to discuss 
similarities and differences in their findings.  

    

Use data to evaluate and refine design solutions.      

Interpret data to make sense of and explain phenomena, using logical 
reasoning, mathematics, and/or computation.  

    

Analyze data to refine a problem statement or the design of a proposed 
object, tool or process.  

    

Using Mathematics and Computational Thinking 

Use mathematical thinking and/or computational outcomes to compare 
alternative solutions to an engineering problem.  

    

Organize simple data sets to reveal patterns that suggest relationships.      

Describe, measure, estimate, and graph quantities such as area, 
volume, weight, and time to address scientific and engineering 
questions and problems.  

    

Decide if qualitative or quantitative data is best to determine whether a 
proposed object or tool meets criteria for success.  

    

Constructing Explanations and Designing Solutions 

Construct explanations of observed quantitative relationships (e.g., the 
distribution of plants in the backyard).   

    

Use evidence (e.g., measurements, observations, patterns) to construct 
a scientific explanation or design a solution to a problem.   

    

Identify the evidence that supports particular points in an explanation.       

Distinguish among facts, reasoned judgment based on research 
findings, and speculation in an explanation.  

    

Apply scientific knowledge to solve design problems.      

Generate and compare multiple solutions to a problem based on how 
well they meet the criteria and constraints of the problem.  
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SCIENCE & ENGINEERING PRACTICES NEVER SELDOM SOMETIMES OFTEN 

Engaging in Argument from Evidence 

Construct and/or support scientific arguments with evidence, data, 
and/or a model.  

    

Compare and refine arguments based on the strengths and 
weaknesses of the evidence presented.  

    

Respectfully provide and receive critique on scientific arguments with 
peers by citing relevant evidence and posing specific questions.   

    

Make a claim about the merit of a solution to a problem by citing 
relevant evidence about how it meets the criteria and constraints of the 
problem.  

    

Obtaining, Evaluating, and Communicating Information 

Compare and/or combine across complex texts and/or other reliable 
media to acquire appropriate scientific and/or technical information.   

    

Determine the main idea of a scientific text and explain how it is 
supported by key details; summarize the text. 

    

Combine information in written text with that contained in corresponding 
tables, diagrams, and/or charts.   

    

Use multiple sources to generate and communicate scientific and/or 
technical information orally and/or in written formats, including various 
forms of media and may include tables, diagrams, and charts.  

    

Use models to share findings or solutions in oral and/or written 
presentations, and/or extended discussions.   

    

Obtain and combine information from books and/or other reliable media 
about potential solutions to a specific design problem.  
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Social Studies 
4th Grade 

 
 Social Studies Core Descriptors  

(refer to MPS History and Social Science Curriculum Guides for 
detailed guidance) 

Standards 

Disciplinary 
Skills and 
Processes 

Create and use a chronological sequence of related events to compare 
developments that happened at the same time.  

4.SP1.1 

Compare life in specific historical time periods to life today. 4.SP1.2 

Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped 
significant historical events.  

● Key individuals may include but are not limited to explorers, leaders 
(Mesoamerican, American Indian, and political), settlers, women, 
landowners, organizations, colonists, missionaries, and enslaved and 
free Africans.  

4.SP1.3 

Explain why individuals and groups during the same historical period differed 
in their perspectives on issues and events.  

● Key issues may include but are not limited to slavery, exploration, 
property rights, and colonization.  

4.SP2.1 

Explain connections among historical contexts and people’s perspectives at 
the time.  

4.SP2.2 

Develop questions about events and developments in the Americas.  4.SP3.1 

Compare information provided by different sources about events and 
developments in the Americas.  

4.SP3.2 

Generate questions about multiple sources and their relationships to events 
and developments in the Americas.  

4.SP3.3 
 

Use information about a source including the author, date, place of origin, 
intended audience, and purpose to evaluate the extent to which the source is 
useful for studying a topic. 

4.SP3.4 
 

 Construct and present arguments and explanations using reasoning, 
examples, and details with relevant information and data from multiple 
sources. 

4.SP3.5 

Present summaries of arguments and explanations using print, oral, and 
digital technologies.  

4.SP3.6 

Explain probable causes and effects of events and developments.  4.SP4.1 

Summarize the central claim in a secondary work of history.  4.SP4.2 

Use evidence from multiple sources to develop and communicate claims 
about the causes and effects of events.  

4.SP4.3 

History Utilizing a variety of multi-genre primary and secondary sources, construct 
historical narratives about cultures, civilizations, and innovations in the 
Americas.  

● Key concepts include but are not limited to Olmec, Maya, Inca, 
Aztec, American Indians living in the Americas before and after 
European exploration, enslaved and free Africans living in the 

4.H1.1 
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colonies, British, French, Dutch, Spanish European explorers and 
settlers, and the thirteen colonies.  

Describe the cycles of conflict and compromise that occurred in the 
Americas during the convergence of Europeans, American Indians, and 
Africans in the Americas before and after European exploration.  

4.H2.1 

Analyze the different approaches used by the Spanish, Portuguese, British, 
and the French in their interactions with American Indians.  

4.H2.2 

Examine how economic, political, and religious ideas and institutions have 
influenced the development of individual rights, freedoms, and 
responsibilities in the Americas.  

● Key concepts include but are not limited to Olmec, Maya, Inca, 
Aztec, American Indians living in the Americas before European 
exploration.  

● Key concepts include but are not limited to the influence of colonial 
governments on constitutional government (fundamental rights, rule 
of law, representative government, voting rights, separation of 
powers)- , how enslaved Africans drew upon their African past along 
with elements of new cultures to develop a distinct African American 
culture, how religious tensions in the New England Colonies 
established colonies founded on religious tolerance, ways in which 
society expresses itself (art, music, dance, crafts, and writings) and 
how religious beliefs of groups like the Quakers and Spanish 
missionaries led to questions about the morality of slavery and ideas 
of equality. 

4.H3.1 

Civics Analyze civic virtues and democratic principles or lack thereof within a variety 
of government structures, societies, and/or communities within the Americas.  

● Key concepts include but are not limited to governmental structures, 
views on property ownership and land use, representative assemblies, 
town meetings, colonial legislatures, and royal governments 
throughout the Americas in the time period being studied.  

4.C1.1 

Use primary and secondary sources to generate questions about the 
concepts and ideas such as liberty, justice, equality, and individual rights. 

● Key concepts include but are not limited to oppression, slavery and 
the slave trade, indentured servitude, The Mayflower Compact, 
religious freedom, and European treatment of native cultures in the 
Americas. 

4.C2.1 

Geography Use and construct maps and graphs to represent changes in the Americas 
over time.  

● Key concepts include but are not limited to human and physical 
features of the Americas, trade and exploration routes, the location of 
civilizations and societies in the Americas including indigenous 
peoples, and settlement patterns including the development of the 
Southern, Middle, and New England Colonies.  

4.G1.1 

Compare the different ways people or groups of people have impacted, 
modified, or adapted to the environment of the Americas.  

● Key concepts include but are not limited to disease, farming, family 
structure, housing, cultural assimilation, cultural amalgamation, 

4.G2.1 
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climate, transportation, domestication of animals, clothing, recreation, 
and utilization of renewable and non- renewable natural resources.  

Explain how the location and use of resources affects human settlement and 
movement.  

● Key concepts include but are not limited to theories about the 
peopling of the Americas, the Columbian Exchange, treatment of 
indigenous people, triangular trade, searches for trade routes to Asia 
that led to exploration and settlement of the Americas. 

4.G3.1 

Explain the positive and negative effects of increasing economic 
interdependence on different groups, countries, and new settlements.  

● Key concepts include but are not limited to trade, mercantilism, and 
the development of new technologies, and the use of natural 
resources. 

4.G4.1 

Economics Examine concepts of scarcity, choice, opportunity cost, and risk.  
● Key concepts include but are not limited to nomadic and sedentary 

societies, reasons for European exploration, triangular trade, 
Jamestown settlement, and the establishment of colonies.  

4.E2.1 

Compare different industries, occupations, and resources as well as different 
forms of income earned or received that have shaped the Americas.  

● Key concepts include but are not limited to societal roles of the 
individual in Mesoamerican civilizations, the emerging labor force in 
the colonies (cash crop farming, slavery, indentured servitude), 
resources and industries of the Southern, Middle, and New England 
Colonies, economic way of life in western Africa before the 16th 
century, and views on property ownership and land use between 
European settlers and American Indians. 

4.E3.1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mesa Public Schools             20 
Updated 1/2021 
 

 
 
 
 



Mesa Public Schools             21 
Updated 1/2021 
 

 


