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INTRODUCTION 
 

The purpose of this document is to ensure a common, consistent, standardized reporting 
system within and among all elementary schools. 
 
Included in this resource are charts listing standards and the reference codes for English 
Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies for kindergarten through sixth grades.  
 
Since few criteria are absolute, grades and performance indicators of students’ progress and 
achievement in relation to the learning standards must ultimately depend on the best 
judgment of each teacher. Each teacher is expected to exercise professional judgment within 
the guidelines presented. These delineations are intended to produce a coordinated approach 
within a school and among schools without undue restrictions on teacher judgment inherent in 
deriving a grade. 
 
There is little doubt that the best reporting system is the parent/teacher conference. For this 
reason, Mesa Public Schools has scheduled two such conferences per year. It is at this 
conference, or upon request, that parents may wish to go into more detail concerning their 
child’s progress. 
 
This teacher’s guide is organized in the order the content areas appear on the report card and 
includes more specific guidance for reporting student progress.   
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Guidelines for Marking the Student Progress  
Report Cards Grades K-6 

 
The report card has multiple categories for reporting progress and will indicate which category 
to use specifically for each content area. 

 
EFFORT marks (grades K-6) reflect student performance related to responsibility for learning 
and the level of student involvement. Effort will be marked in the following way:  
 

4     = Demonstrates Outstanding effort due to a superior level of involvement and 
responsibility for learning.  

3     = Demonstrates Satisfactory/Consistent effort due to a steady, reliable level of 
involvement and responsibility for learning.  

2     = Effort is Improving but Not Consistent due to varying levels of involvement and 
responsibility for learning.  

1     = Effort is an Area of Concern due to a lack of involvement and responsibility for 
learning.  

SKILL PERFORMANCE markings (grades K-6) are based on student performance of grade 
level expectations for that grading period in the content areas of English Language Arts, Math, 
Science and Social Studies. 

4  =  Demonstrates Proficiency in concepts and skills by meeting grade level 
expectations with complete understanding. The student, with few errors and a 
strong performance, grasps and applies the key concepts, processes, and 
skills for the grade level. 

3  = Demonstrates a Developing Proficiency in concepts and skills by beginning  
to meet grade level expectations with consistent understanding. The student 
is beginning to use the key concepts, processes, and skills for the grade level. 

2  = Demonstrates a Limited Proficiency in concepts and skills by attempting 
grade level expectations with minimal understanding. The student is 
beginning to grasp the key concepts, processes, and skills for the grade level. 

1  = Does not yet understand or demonstrate use of the concepts and skills that 
have been introduced for the grade level. 

Z  = Student participates in an Individual Program; progress may be reported 
separately. 

NOTE:  The four skill performance marks (4, 3, 2 and 1) reflect how the student is performing 
relative to grade level expectations for that grading period, not what percentage a student 
averaged during the nine weeks. The skill performance marks should be based on evidence 
such as assignments, work samples, assessments, and other documentation of student 
progress.  It is possible for a student to be “Proficient” at what they know and are able to do 
relative to the Grade Level Expectations during the first grading period and at “Developing 
Proficiency” the next grading period because the learning standards/concepts become 
increasingly complex. 

 
 



Mesa Public Schools             3 
Updated 1/2021 
 

ACHIEVEMENT grades (grades 4-6) are based on student performance as related to grade 
level expectations of what a student should know and be able to do at that grade level. The 
achievement grade is based on student performance related to the progress in meeting overall 
grade level expectations in the following way: 

 

A  = Demonstrated Outstanding Achievement for the grading period on 
grade level expectations, and scores an average of between 90-100% 
on all included assignments. 

B  = Demonstrates High Achievement for the grading period on grade level 
expectations, and scores an average of between 80-89% on all 
included assignments. 

C   = Demonstrates Satisfactory Achievement for the grading period on 
grade level expectations, and scores an average of between 70-79% on 
all included assignments. 

D   = Demonstrates Minimal Achievement for the grading period on grade 
level expectations, and scores an average of between 60-69% on all 
included assignments. 

F   = Demonstrates Serious Difficulty for the grading period on grade level 
expectations, and scores an average of less than 60% on all included 
assignments. 

Z  = Student participates in an Individual Program; progress may be 
reported separately. 
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Guidelines for Marking English Learner (EL) Information (K-6) 

This section of the report card is intended to be used only for currently identified English learners 
(ELs). If a student is not a currently identified EL, this section of the report card does not need to 
be filled out. 

Academic progress for currently identified ELs must be documented using the appropriate grade 
level progress report. Effort and Skill Performance marks are given based on the ELs’ 
achievement on grade level skills. It is important to understand that ELs who are developing 
English proficiency may receive lower level Skill Performance marks due to the fact that they are 
not yet English proficient.  Skill Performance marks should improve as the EL becomes more 
proficient. 

 
Marking EL Information 

In the English Learner (EL) section of the report card: 

● For Quarters 1-3, indicate the Arizona English Language Learner Assessment 
(AZELLA) Overall Proficiency Level letter for the student under the fall label using the 
proficiency key. Use the most recent AZELLA score report to indicate the proficiency 
level of the student: 
o E = Pre-Emergent/Emergent 
o B = Basic 
o I = Intermediate 
o P = Proficient 

 

● For Quarter 4, indicate the AZELLA Overall Proficiency Level letter for the student 
under the spring label using the proficiency key. Use the spring AZELLA score report to 
indicate the proficiency level of the student in the spring: 
o E = Pre-Emergent/Emergent 
o B = Basic 
o I = Intermediate 
o P = Proficient 

 
Where to Find AZELLA Information 

Information to complete these boxes is available from these sources: 

● Individual Student AZELLA Report to be accessed from 
o SEI Technician/ELAD Testing Clerk assigned to school 
o Student CUM file  

● EL proficiency level provided through Synergy Query from Office Secretary or SEI 
Technician/ELAD Testing Clerk assigned to school 
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English Language Arts 
Fifth Grade 

 
 

 Report 
Card 

Heading 

Report 
Card Sub 
Heading 

Skills Descriptors 
(Clusters and Standards) 

Standards 
Reference 

Codes 
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h 
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n  use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and 
morphology to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context 5.RF.3a 

apply knowledge of the six syllable patterns to read grade level words accurately 5.RF.3b 

use combined knowledge of morphology to read grade level words accurately 5.RF.3c 

know and apply common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots to 
accurately read unfamiliar words 5.RF.3d 

Fl
ue

nc
y 

read grade-level text with purpose and understanding 5.RF.4a 

read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression 
on successive readings s  5.RF.4b 

use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as 
necessary 5.RF.4c 

So
un

d 
Le

tte
r 

B
as

ic
s 

 

Sound-Letter Basics and Handwriting: 

read and write cursive letters, upper and lower case 5.WF.1a 

transcribe ideas legibly and fluently with appropriate spacing and indentation 5.WF.1b 

Li
te

ra
tu

re
 

Key Ideas and Details:  
quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the text   

5.RL.1 

determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; include how 
characters in a story or drama respond to challenges, how the speaker in a poem reflects 
upon a topic, and a summary of the text 

5.RL.2 

compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, 
drawing on specific details in the text 

5.RL.3 

Craft and Structure:  
determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative language such as metaphors and similes 

5.RL.4 

explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall 
structure of a particular story, drama, or poem 

5.RL.5 

describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described 5.RL.6 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:  
analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the purpose, meaning, or tone of 
the text  

5.RL.7 

compare and contrast stories in the same genre on their approaches to similar themes and 
topics 

5.RL.9 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity:  
read and comprehend stories, drama, and poetry of appropriate complexity for grade 5 5.RL.10 
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English Language Arts 
Fifth Grade 

 Report 
Card 

Heading 

Report 
Card Sub 
Heading 

Skills Descriptors 
(Clusters and Standards) 

Standards  
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Key Ideas and Details: 

quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text  

5.RI.1 

determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key 
details; summarize the text  

5.RI.2 

explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or 
concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text 

5.RI.3 

Craft and Structure: 

determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a 
text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area 

5.RI.4 

compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts 

5.RI.5 

analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and 
differences in the point of view they represent 

5.RI.6 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 

draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate 
an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently 

5.RI.7 

explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, 
identifying which reasons and evidence support which point(s) 

5.RI.8 

integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about 
the subject knowledgeably  

5.RI.9 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 

read and comprehend informational texts appropriately complex for grade 5 5.RI.10 
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English Language Arts 
Fifth Grade 

 

 Report 
Card 

Heading 

Report 
Card Sub 
Heading 

Skills Descriptors 
(Clusters and Standards) 

Standards 
Reference 

Codes 
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Text Types and Purposes (Opinion): 
Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 
information. Writing should introduce a topic or text, state an opinion, create an 
organizational structure, provide logically ordered reasons supported by facts and details, 
link opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section.  

 
5.W.1 

 

Text Types and Purposes (Informative/Explanatory): 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly. Writing should introduce a topic, provide a general observation and focus and group 
related information logically, develop the topic, link ideas within and across categories of 
information, use precise language, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

 
5.W.2 

 

Text Types and Purposes (Narrative): 
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. Writing should establish a 
situation, introduce a narrator and/or characters, organize an event sequence, use narrative 
techniques, use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and clauses, use concrete words 
and phrases and sensory details, and provide a conclusion.  

 
5.W.3 

 

Note:  Writing Standards 4-10 apply to each of the three text types (opinion, 
informative/explanatory, and narrative writing) 
Production and Distribution of Writing: 

● produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience 

● develop and strengthen writing by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach 

● use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to 
interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate command of keyboarding skills 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge: 
● conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different 

aspects of a topic 
● recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print 

and digital sources, take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources 
● draw evidence from literary or informational text to support analysis, reflection, and 

research 
Range of Writing: 
write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of discipline-
specific tasks, purposes, and audiences 

 
 
 

5.W.4 
 

5.W.5 
 

5.W.6 
 

 
5.W.7 

 
5.W.8 

 
 

5.W.9 
 

 
5.W.10 
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English Language Arts 
Fifth Grade 

 
 Report 

Card 
Heading 

Report 
Card Sub 
Heading 

Skills Descriptors 
(Clusters and Standards) Standards  

En
gl

is
h 
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Comprehension and Collaboration: 

come to discussions prepared having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that 
preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion 5.SL.1a 

follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles 5.SL.1b 

pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to the discussion and 
elaborate on the remarks of others 5.SL.1c 

review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of information and knowledge gained 
from the discussions 5.SL.1d 

summarize a written text aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, and orally 5.SL.2 

summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each claim is supported by reasons and 
evidence 5.SL.3 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas: 

report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate 
facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an 
understandable pace  

5.SL.4 

include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations when appropriate to enhance 
the development of main ideas or themes 5.SL.5 

adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when appropriate to task and 
situation 5.SL.6 
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English Language Arts 
Fifth Grade 

 

 Report 
Card 

Heading 
Report 

Card Sub 
Heading 

Skills Descriptors 
(Clusters and Standards) 

Standards 
Reference 

Codes 
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Conventions of Standard English: 
explain the function of conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections in general and their function 
in particular sentences  5.L.1a 

form and use the perfect verb tenses  5.L.1b 

use verb tense to convey various times, sequences, states, and conditions 5.L.1c 

recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense 5.L.1d 

use correlative conjunctions 5.L.1e 

construct one or more paragraphs that contain: a topic sentence, supporting details, and a 
conclusion that is appropriate to the task 5.L.1f 

use punctuation to separate items in a series 5.L.2a 

use a comma to separate an introductory element from the rest of the sentence 5.L.2b 

use a comma to set off the words yes and no and to indicate direct address 5.L.2c 

use underlining, quotation marks, or italics to indicate titles of works 5.L.2d 

spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed 5.L.2e 

Knowledge of Language: 

expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style  5.L.3a 

compare and contrast the varieties of English used in stories, dramas, or poems 5.L.3b 

Vo
ca

bu
la

ry
 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: 
use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a 
word 5.L.4a 

use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase  5.L.4b 

consult reference materials, both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or 
clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases 5.L.4c 

interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context  5.L.5a 

recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs 5.L.5b 

use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms, homographs) to 
better understand each of the words 5.L.5c 

acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and other logical relationships 5.L.6 
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Mathematics 
5th Grade 

 

Domain Descriptors Standards 
Operations and 

Algebraic Thinking 
(OA) 

Write and interpret numerical expressions 5.OA.A.1, 5.OA.A.2 
Analyze patterns and relationships 5.OA.B.3, 5.OA.B.4 

Number and 
Operations in Base 

Ten (NBT) 

Understand the place value system to the 
thousandths 

5.NBT.A.1, 
5.NBT.A.2, 
5.NBT.A.3, 5.NBT.A.4 

Perform operations with multi-digit whole 
numbers and with decimals to hundredths 

5.NBT.B.5,  
5.NBT.B.6, 5.NBT.B.7 

Number and 
Operations–Fractions 

(NF) 

Use equivalent fractions to add and 
subtract fractions  

5.NF.A.1, 5.NF.A.2 

Apply previous understandings of 
multiplication and division to multiply and 
divide fractions 

5.NF.B.3, 5.NF.B.4a-
c, 5.NF.B.5a-b, 
5.NF.B.6, 5.NF.B.7a-c 

Measurement and 
Data (MD) 

Convert like measurement units within a 
given measurement system 

5.MD.A.1 

Represent and interpret data 5.MD.B.2 
Apply concepts of volume and relate 
volume to multiplication and to addition 

5.MD.C.3a-b, 
5.MD.C.4,  
5.MD.C.5a-c 

Geometry (G) 

Graph points on a coordinate plane, solve 
problems in and out of context 

5.G.A.1, 5.G.A.2, 
5.OA.B.3 

Classify two-dimensional figures into 
categories based on their properties 

5.G.B.3, 5.G.B.4 

Mathematical Practices are integrated in every domain 
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Fifth Grade Science 

 

 Science Sense-Making and Core Ideas 
(refer to MPS Science Curriculum Guides for detailed guidance) 

Standards 

Science and 
Engineering 

Practices 
 

And 
  

Portrait of a 
Graduate 

● ask questions 
● gather information from observations and models 
● reason about information and connect it to scientific 

ideas  
● Analyze data, communicate their understanding, and 

reasoning with scientific explanations  
● solve problems creatively 
● think critically and develop arguments  
● work cooperatively in teams 
● use technology  
● value lifelong learning 

 

Life Science ● develop an understanding of patterns and how 
genetic information is passed from generation to 
generation and can impact the survival of organisms  

5.L3U1.9 
5.L3U1.10 
5.L4U3.11 
5.L4U3.12 

Physical Science ● investigate and analyze data to develop an 
understanding that matter can be subdivided into 
particles and can be combined and rearranged into 
new substances 

● use models to develop an understanding of how 
Earth’s resources can be transformed into different 
forms of energy. Students develop a better 
understanding of electricity and magnetism 

5.P1U1.1 
5.P1U1.2 
5.P2U1.3 
5.P3U1.4 
5.P3U2.5 
5.P4U1.6 
 

Earth & Space 
Science 

● gather evidence that gravitational forces in space 
cause observable patterns due to the position of 
Earth, Sun, Moon, and stars 

 5.E2U1.7 
 5.E2U1.8 
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Tips for Teachers: Assessing Proficiency of the Science and 
Engineering Practices 

 
Students use science and engineering practices (SEP’s) along with crosscutting concepts (CCC’s) 
and core ideas (CI’s) for science sense-making.  The Indicator scale below highlights both the skill 

performance and SEP indicators for each proficiency on the report card.   
 

 
Skill Performance SEP Indicators 

4 - Proficient Student has almost all check marks in the OFTEN column. 

3 – Developing Proficiency Student has a majority of check marks in the SOMETIMES and 
OFTEN columns. 

2 – Limited Proficiency Student has a majority of check marks in the SELDOM and 
SOMETIMES columns. 

1 – Does not yet understand Student has a majority of check marks in the NEVER column. 
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3rd-5th Grade: Condensed Science and Engineering Practices Checklist 
This checklist can be utilized to track student progress through classroom observation.  

 
Student: ___________________________________________ 

SCIENCE & ENGINEERING PRACTICES NEVER SELDOM SOMETIMES OFTEN 

Asking Questions and Defining Problems 
Identify scientific (testable) and non-scientific (non-testable) questions.      

Ask questions based on careful observations of phenomena and information.      
Ask questions to clarify ideas or request evidence.      
Ask questions that relate one variable to another variable.      

Ask questions to clarify the constraints of solutions to a problem.      
Use prior knowledge to describe problems that can be solved.      

Define a simple design problem that can be solved through the development of 
an object, tool or process and includes several criteria for success and 
constraints on materials, time, or cost. 

    

Formulate questions that can be investigated and predict reasonable outcomes 
based on patterns such as cause and effect relationships.  

    

Developing and Using Models 
Develop and revise models collaboratively to measure and explain frequent 
and regular events.  

    

Develop a model using an analogy, example, or abstract representation to 
describe a scientific principle or design solution.  

    

Use simple models to describe or support explanations for phenomena and test 
cause and effect relationships or interactions concerning the functioning of a 
natural or designed system.  

    

Identify limitations of models.      
Develop a diagram or simple physical prototype to convey a proposed object, 
tool or process.  

    

Use a simple model to test cause and effect relationships concerning the 
functioning of a proposed object, tool or process.  

    

Planning and Carrying Out Investigations 
Design and conduct investigations collaboratively, using fair tests in which 
variables are controlled and the number of trials considered.  

    

Evaluate appropriate methods and tools for collecting data.     
Make observations and/or measurements, collect appropriate data, and identify 
patterns that provide evidence for an explanation of a phenomenon or test a 
design solution. 

    

Make measurements of two different models of the same proposed object, tool 
or process to determine which better meets criteria for success.  
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SCIENCE & ENGINEERING PRACTICES NEVER SELDOM SOMETIMES OFTEN 

Analyzing and Interpreting Data 
Display data in tables and graphs, using digital tools when feasible, to reveal 
patterns that indicate relationships. 

    

Use data to evaluate claims about cause and effect.      

Compare data collected by different groups in order to discuss similarities and 
differences in their findings.  

    

Use data to evaluate and refine design solutions.      

Interpret data to make sense of and explain phenomena, using logical 
reasoning, mathematics, and/or computation.  

    

Analyze data to refine a problem statement or the design of a proposed object, 
tool or process.  

    

Using Mathematics and Computational Thinking 

Use mathematical thinking and/or computational outcomes to compare 
alternative solutions to an engineering problem.  

    

Organize simple data sets to reveal patterns that suggest relationships.      

Describe, measure, estimate, and graph quantities such as area, volume, 
weight, and time to address scientific and engineering questions and problems.  

    

Decide if qualitative or quantitative data is best to determine whether a 
proposed object or tool meets criteria for success.  

    

Constructing Explanations and Designing Solutions 

Construct explanations of observed quantitative relationships (e.g., the 
distribution of plants in the backyard).   

    

Use evidence (e.g., measurements, observations, patterns) to construct a 
scientific explanation or design a solution to a problem.   

    

Identify the evidence that supports particular points in an explanation.       

Distinguish among facts, reasoned judgment based on research findings, and 
speculation in an explanation.  

    

Apply scientific knowledge to solve design problems.      

Generate and compare multiple solutions to a problem based on how well they 
meet the criteria and constraints of the problem.  

    

Engaging in Argument from Evidence 

Construct and/or support scientific arguments with evidence, data, and/or a 
model.  

    

Compare and refine arguments based on the strengths and weaknesses of the 
evidence presented.  
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Respectfully provide and receive critique on scientific arguments with peers by 
citing relevant evidence and posing specific questions.   

    

Make a claim about the merit of a solution to a problem by citing relevant 
evidence about how it meets the criteria and constraints of the problem.  

    

Obtaining, Evaluating, and Communicating Information 

Compare and/or combine across complex texts and/or other reliable media to 
acquire appropriate scientific and/or technical information.   

    

Determine the main idea of a scientific text and explain how it is supported by 
key details; summarize the text. 

    

Combine information in written text with that contained in corresponding tables, 
diagrams, and/or charts.   

    

Use multiple sources to generate and communicate scientific and/or technical 
information orally and/or in written formats, including various forms of media 
and may include tables, diagrams, and charts.  

    

Use models to share findings or solutions in oral and/or written presentations, 
and/or extended discussions.   

    

Obtain and combine information from books and/or other reliable media about 
potential solutions to a specific design problem.  
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Social Studies 
5th Grade 

 

 Social Studies Core Descriptors  

(refer to MPS History and Social Science Curriculum Guides for detailed 
guidance) 

Standards 

Disciplinary 
Skills and 
Processes 

Create and use a chronological sequence of related events to compare 
developments that happened at the same time.  

5.SP1.1 

Explain how events of the past affect students’ lives and society.  5.SP1.2 
 

Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped 
significant historical changes and continuities.  

● Key individuals or groups should represent the time period being 
studied and be inclusive of the diversity represented in the history of 
the United States. 

5.SP1.3 
 

Explain why individuals and groups during the same historical period differed 
in their perspectives.  

● Key individuals and groups can include but are not limited to loyalists 
and patriots, federalists and anti-federalists, Hamilton and Jefferson, 
abolitionists and slave owners, Abraham Lincoln and John C. 
Calhoun, southerners and northerners, labor and business, nativists 
and immigrants, and American Indians and settlers.  

● Key issues and events can include but are not limited to federalism, 
constitutional interpretation, individual liberties, slavery, Jim Crow 
Laws and segregation, secession, westward expansion, Indian 
boarding schools, immigration, Manifest Destiny, worker’s rights, and 
women’s rights. 

5.SP2.1 

Develop compelling and supporting questions about the United States that 
are open to different interpretations.  

5.SP3.1 

Use distinctions among fact and opinion to determine the credibility of 
multiple sources.  

5.SP3.2 

Compare information provided by multiple sources about events and 
developments in the United States.  

5.SP3.3 

Infer the intended audience and purpose of a source from information within 
the source itself. 

5.SP3.4 

Use information about a historical source including the author, date, place of 
origin, intended audience, and purpose to judge the extent to which the 
source is useful for studying a topic and evaluate the credibility of the source.  

5.SP3.5 

Construct and present arguments using claims and evidence from multiple 
sources.  

5.SP3.6 

Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, 
examples and details with relevant information and data.  

5.SP3.7 
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Explain probable causes and effects of events and developments in United 
States history from the revolutionary period to the rise of industry and 
urbanization.  

● Key events include but are not limited to the American Revolution, 
Constitutional Convention, Civil War, Reconstruction, westward 
expansion, industrialism, and urbanization.  

5.SP4.1 

Use evidence to develop a claim about the past.  5.SP4.2 

Summarize the central claim in a secondary source. 5.SP4.3 

History Use primary and secondary sources to summarize the causes and effects of 
conflicts, resolutions, and social movements throughout the historical 
timeframe.  

● Key conflicts can include but are not limited to cultural conflicts, 
political conflicts, economic conflicts, military conflicts, and conflicts 
related to resource use and availability.  

5.H2.1 

Use primary and secondary sources to describe how different groups (racial, 
ethnic, class, gender, regional, immigrant/migrant) shaped the United States’ 
multicultural society within the historical timeframe. 

5.H4.1 
 

Civics Explain how a democracy relies on people’s responsible participation within 
the context of key historical events pre-American Revolution to 
Industrialization.  

● Key concepts include but are not limited to volunteerism, joining 
associations and groups, joining political parties, using the First 
Amendment (free speech, religion, press, assembly, petition), 
censorship, voting in elections, running for office, working on 
campaigns, bringing cases to court, civil disobedience, protest 
movements, and serving in the military.  

5.C2.1 

Describe the origins, functions, and structure of the United States 
Constitution and the three branches of government.  

● Key origins include historical and philosophical influences like the 
government structures of Ancient Greece and Rome, Enlightenment 
thinkers like John Locke, British documents like the Magna Carta, 
colonial governments, the Articles of Confederation, and the 
compromises and ratification debates of the Constitutional 
Convention.  

● Key functions of the United States government as outlined in 
thePreamble.  

● Key structures include distributing, sharing, and limiting powers of the 
national government through separation of powers, checks and 
balances, and federalism.  

● Key organization of the Constitution include the Preamble, seven 
Articles, and Amendments (including the Bill of Rights).  

5.C3.1 
 

Using primary and secondary sources to examine historical and 
contemporary means of changing society through laws and policies in order 
to address public problems. 

5.C4.1 



Mesa Public Schools             19 
Updated 1/2021 
 

● Key concepts can include but are not limited to the purpose of the 
Declaration of Independence, the creation of the Constitution, the 
formation and development of social and reform movements, and 
responses to industrialism and poverty at the turn of the century. 

Use a range of deliberative and democratic procedures to make decisions 
about and act on issues and civic problems in their classrooms and schools. 

5.C4.2 

Geography Use and construct maps and graphs to represent changes in the United 
States.  

● Key concepts include but are not limited to physical and human 
features of the United States, the regions of the United States and 
their characteristics, geographic location of major events, the growth 
of the United States through territorial expansion, demographic 
changes, and the states and their capitals. 

5.G1.1 
● 5

1 

Describe how natural and human-caused changes to habitats or climate can 
impact our world.  

5.G2.1 
 

Use key historical events with geographic tools to analyze the causes and 
effects of environmental and technological events on human settlements and 
migration.  

● Key concepts include but are not limited to consequences of territorial 
expansion on American Indians, the institution of slavery, the positive 
and negative impact of new technologies on the environment and the 
growth of cities, and the impact of transportation and infrastructure on 
settlement and migration.  

5.G3.1 

Describe how economic activities, natural phenomena, and human-made 
events in one place or region are impacted by interactions with nearby and 
distant places or regions. 

5.G4.1 

Economics Give examples of financial risks that individuals and households face within 
the context of the time period studied.  

5.E1.1 

Compare the benefits and costs of individual choices within the context of 
key historical events.  

● Key concepts can include but are not limited to smuggling during the 
American Revolution, separating from England, economic powers 
outlined in the Constitution, slavery, secession, territorial expansion, 
and unregulated industry. 

5.E2.1 

Develop an understanding of the characteristics of entrepreneurship within a 
market economy and apply these characteristics to individuals during the 
time-period studied.  

● Characteristics include but are not limited to risk taking, innovation, 
and problem solving.  

5.E3.1 
 

Describe how government decisions on taxation, spending, protections, and 
regulation affected the national economy during the time-period being 
studied.  

5.E4.1 
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Analyze how agriculture, new industries, new technologies, changes in 
transportation, and labor impacted the national economy including 
productivity, supply and demand, and price during the time-period being 
studied.  

5.E4.2 

Generate questions to explain how trade leads to increasing economic 
interdependence on different nations.  

● Key concepts include but are not limited to products that are imported 
into markets within the United States and products that are exported 
to other markets in the world. 

5.E5.1 
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