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Introduction
An important aspect of our Republic is that an educated and engaged citizenry is vital for the system to work. In a government where the final
authority and sovereignty rests with the people, our local, state, and federal governments will only be as responsive as the citizens demand them to
be. Preparing students for contemporary society cannot be accomplished without a strong emphasis on civics, economics, geography, and history –
the core disciplines of the social sciences. It is imperative that each generation gains an understanding of the knowledge, skills, and dispositions to
participate fully in civic life in a rapidly changing world.
The emphasis on content knowledge, disciplinary skills and processes, and the integration of inquiry elements will prepare students of Mesa Public
Schools to engage actively in their community and meet the needs of the 21st century.
Engaging students in the pursuit of active, informed citizenship will require a broad range of understandings and skills including:

Think analytically
•
•
•
•
•

Pose and frame questions
Gather a variety of evidence
Recognize continuity and detect change over time
Utilize chronology to examine cause and effect relationships
Draw and combine reasonable inferences from a variety of sources to build an understanding of complex questions

Read widely and critically
•
•
•

Examine, interpret, and contextualize primary sources focusing on author, purpose, and audience of each source
Identify and compare historical, geographic, economic, and political science interpretations from a wide variety of secondary sources
Utilize broader understanding to discern subtext in primary and secondary sources

Communicate cogently and in a compelling manner
•
•
•
•

Develop and defend evidenced based arguments
Utilize multiple perspectives for comprehensive explanations
Practice and cultivate a wide variety of diverse types of writing
Engage in constructive conversations around history and social science topics
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K-8 Grade Level Storylines
and Content Focus Key
To create a coherent sequence from one grade to the next, to avoid unneeded repetition, and to close content gaps, each K-8 grade level has a
storyline or content focus for the year. This is not the case for high school. High school courses are based on a more comprehensive focus in each
content area.
Grade

Symbol

Storyline/Content Focus

Grade

K

Children as Citizens

5

United States Studies (American Revolution
1763 to Industrialism 1900s)

1

Communities: Living and Working Together

6

Global Studies: World Regions and Cultures
of the Eastern Hemisphere (Early Civilization
– Renaissance and Reformation)

2

The World Around Me

7

Integrated Global Studies (Scientific
Revolution and Enlightenment – Present)

3

Arizona Studies (Prehistoric to Present Day)

8

Citizenship and Civic Engagement in Today’s
Society

4

Regions and Cultures of the Americas (Precontact Americans to European Settlements
up to 1763)
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Anchor Standards
The Arizona History and Social Science Standards are organized into five content areas. Within these content areas are major core concepts referred to
as Anchor Standards. One core concept within the standards is the Disciplinary Skills and Processes. These Disciplinary Skills and Process standards
provide the vehicle for which content is to be delivered. They can apply to any historical era, context, or content area and provide the tools
students need to think like historians, geographers, political scientists, and economists. These skills and processes are especially critical in a time when
students are exposed to massive amounts of information in numerous forms and must develop skills to make sense of the information they
obtain. Grade level standards are (then) written to support these Anchor Standards and progress as the student moves through grade levels.
Disciplinary Skills and Processes
SP1: Chronological reasoning requires
understanding processes of change and
continuity over time, which means assessing
similarities and differences between historical
periods and between the past and present.

Civics
C1: Civic virtues and
democratic principles are
key components of the
American political system.

Economics
E1: A financially literate
individual understands how to
manage income, spending,
and investment.

Geography
G1: The use of
geographic
representations and tools
helps individuals
understand their world.

History
H1: The development of civilizations,
societies, cultures, and innovations
have influenced history and
continue to impact the modern
world.

SP2: Thinking within the discipline involves
the ability to identify, compare, and evaluate
multiple perspectives about a given event to
draw conclusions about that event since
there are multiple points of view about
events and issues.

C2: Citizens have individual
rights, roles, and
responsibilities.

E2: By applying economic
reasoning, individuals seek to
understand the decisions of
people, groups, and societies.

G2: Human-environment
interactions are essential
aspects of human life in
all societies.

H2: Cycles of conflict and
cooperation have shaped relations
among people, places, and
environments.

SP3: Historians and social scientists gather,
interpret, and use evidence to develop claims
and answer historical, economic,
geographical, and political questions and
communicate their conclusions.

C3: An understanding of
civic and political
institutions in society and
the principles these
institutions are intended to
reflect including knowledge
about law, politics, and
government are essential to
effective citizenship.

E3: Individuals and institutions
are interdependent within
market systems.

G3: Examining human
population and
movement helps
individuals understand
past, present, and future
conditions on Earth’s
surface.

H3: Economic, political, and religious
ideas and institutions have
influenced history and continue to
shape the modern world.

SP4: Thinking within the discipline involves
the ability to analyze relationships among
causes and effects and to create and support
arguments using relevant evidence.

C4: Process, rules, and laws
direct how individuals are
governed and how society
addresses problems.

E5: The interconnected global
economy impacts all
individuals and groups in
significant and varied ways.

G4: Global
interconnections and
spatial patterns are a
necessary part of
geographic reasoning.

H4: Patterns of social and political
interactions have shaped people,
places, and events throughout
history and continue to shape the
modern world.
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E4: The domestic economy is
shaped by interactions
between government,
institutions, and the private
sector

4

The 21 Anchor Standards are represented within each of the grade bands; K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and high school, but not all Anchor Standards are at each grade
level. Specific grade level standards are organized under each of the Anchor Standards.
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Inquiry Arc
Children and adolescents are naturally curious and have unlimited questions. Learning to investigate questions in the social studies discipline areas
results in a deeper understanding of content and a stronger connection to the material. Students must gather and evaluate evidence, formulate
arguments, critique counter claims, and communicate their conclusions through many modes including writing, speaking, and visualizing. The six
components of the Inquiry Arc are found in the Disciplinary Skills and Processes Anchor Standards and appear at each grade level. Incorporating
inquiry using the content standards reinforces the same skills and processes contained in the Arizona English Language Arts (ELA) standards. As
students utilize inquiry processes in their content area, they reinforce and use the ELA reading, writing, speaking, and listening standards.

The Six Elements of the Inquiry Arc
•

Inquiry Element 1: Developing Compelling Questions
Central to a rich social studies experience is the capability for developing questions that can frame and advance inquiry. Those questions come in two forms:
compelling and supporting questions. Compelling questions focus on enduring issues and concerns.

•

Inquiry Element 2: Constructing Supporting Questions
Supporting questions focus on descriptions, definitions, and processes in which there is general agreement within the social studies disciplines and require
students to construct explanations that advance claims of understanding in response.

•

Inquiry Element 3: Gathering and Evaluating Sources
Students, whether they are constructing opinions, explanations, or arguments, gather information from a variety of sources and evaluate the relevance of
the information. In evaluating these sources there are literacy skills, such as identifying an author’s purpose, main idea, and point of view, that will help in
evaluating the usefulness of a source.

•

Inquiry Element 4: Developing Claims
Once students analyze information, they need to develop claims and counterclaims to answer social studies questions. Evidence is used to support these
claims.

•

Inquiry Element 5: Communicating Conclusions
Students formalize their arguments and explanations and communicate their results through various products to a wide range of audiences. Students also
have the opportunity to critique their scholarship as well as the scholarship of others.

•

Inquiry Element 6: Taking Informed Action
To prepare students for civic life, students use their disciplinary knowledge, skills, and perspectives to inquire about problems involved in public issues,
deliberate with others on how to define and address these issues, take constructive and collaborative action, and reflect on that action.
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Design and Coding
Each standard is made up of three components. The grade level appears first, followed by the core discipline Big Idea, and finally a standard number.
The standard number at the end of the code is designed for recording purposes and does not imply instructional sequence or importance. Examples
and explanations of the coding are reflected here.
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Standards v. Curriculum v. Instruction
Standards:
Standards are what a student needs to know, understand, and be able to do by the end of each grade. They build across grade levels in a
progression of increasing understanding and through a range of cognitive demand levels. Standards are adopted at the state level by the Arizona
State Board of Education.

Curriculum:
Curriculum refers to resources used for teaching and learning the standards. Curricula are adopted at the local level.

Instruction:
Instruction refers to the methods, or methodologies, used by teachers to teach their students. Instructional techniques are employed by individual
teachers in response to the needs of the students in their classes to help them progress through the curriculum to master the standards. Decisions
about instructional practice and techniques are made at a local level.
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Kindergarten
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Scope and Sequence
Kindergarten: Children as Citizens
Through an introduction to civics, geography, economics, and history, students will understand their roles and responsibilities as
citizens within their own context. Students will learn about their own culture and how it impacts understanding of oneself and
others as well as be introduced to aspects of our National culture.
Unit #
Title
1
Rules and Responsibilities

2

Culture

3

Needs and Wants

4

Community

5
6

Maps and Graphs
Weather

7

American Symbols, Traditions,
Historical Figures, and Holidays

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

Critical Content
Important Rules
Authority Figures
Responsibilities
Opinions
One of Arizona’s 21 Indian Nations
Culture
Cultural Differences
Needs and wants
Choices
Gains and losses
Decision Making
Community
Different roles
School and Community
Problem Solving
Introduction to maps and graphs
Types of weather
Water Impacts
Impact weather has on humans
Symbols: American Flag, Bald Eagle, Statue of Liberty, Mount Rushmore
Traditions: Pledge of Allegiance and National Anthem
Historical figures
Holidays: Columbus Day, Thanksgiving, Presidents Day, Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Day, Fourth of July, United States Constitution Day

Approximate Time
7 weeks
(recommended:
beginning of year)

7 weeks

4 weeks
(end of 2nd quarter)

7 weeks

4 weeks
4 weeks

Ongoing
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Kindergarten Unit 1: Rules and Responsibilities

Kindergarten Unit 1

Time: 7 Weeks (recommended: beginning of
year)

Compelling Question: Are all rules good rules?

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
K.SP1.1 Use a variety of words to reference time in the past, present, and future; identify the beginning, middle,
and end of historical stories.
K.SP1.2 Explore how events of the past affect students’ lives and community.
K.SP1.3 With prompting and support, generate questions about individuals and groups from stories shared.

K.SP2.1 With prompting and support, compare diverse cultures using primary sources such as photographs,
artifacts, music, and secondary sources such as fiction and non-fiction.
K.SP3.1 With prompting and support, ask questions and construct responses to content studied.

Content Standards

Learning Targets

K.C1.1 Apply values of respect, responsibility, equality, and fairness within schools and
communities.

I can identify traits of respect, responsibility, equality, and fairness within classroom, school,
and community. (K.C1.1)

K.C1.2 Follow agreed upon rules for discussions when responding to others and making
decisions as a group.

I can show (with my actions) respect, responsibility, equality, and fairness within classroom,
schools, and community. (K.C1.1)

K.C1.3 Compare one's own thoughts and opinions with those of others.

I can follow agreed upon rules when talking with others. (K.C1.2)

K.C2.1 Describe roles and responsibilities of people in authority.

I can discuss rules and participate in decision making with a group. (K.C1.2)

K.C4.2 Explain why rules are important within the classroom and school.

I can share my opinion. (K.C1.3)

Key Concepts/Topics
important rules
opinions
authority figures
responsibilities

I can listen to other’s opinions. (K.C1.3)
I can compare my opinion with others. (K.C1.3)
I can identify authority figures. (K.C2.1)
I can describe an authority figure’s role and responsibility. (K.C2.1)
I can state rules for different places. (ex. classroom, school, home, community) (K.C4.2)
I can explain why rules are important. (K.C4.2)

Supporting Questions
What are rules?

Why are they important?

Why are rules important?

What are opinions?

What are your responsibilities?

How can you share your opinion?

Who are authority figures?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Kindergarten Unit 2: Culture

Kindergarten Unit 2

Compelling Question: What makes people different?

Time: 7 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
K.SP1.1 Use a variety of words to reference time in the past, present, and future; identify the beginning, middle,
and end of historical stories.
K.SP1.2 Explore how events of the past affect students’ lives and community.
K.SP1.3 With prompting and support, generate questions about individuals and groups from stories shared.

K.SP2.1 With prompting and support, compare diverse cultures using primary sources such as photographs,
artifacts, music, and secondary sources such as fiction and non-fiction.
K.SP3.1 With prompting and support, ask questions and construct responses to content studied.

Content Standards

Learning Targets

K.H1.1 Compare one’s own culture with the culture of others.

I can define culture. (K.H1.1)

K.G1.2 Explore locations in stories shared.

I can describe my culture. (K.H1.1)

K.H4.1 Explain and explore origins of key American symbols, traditions and holidays
(focus on traditions and holidays in depth in unit 7).

I can compare artifacts of different cultures with my own culture. (K.H1.1)

Key Concepts/Topics
Arizona’s Indian Nations (e.g., Navajo
Nation, Salt River Pima)
culture
symbols

I can describe other cultures. (K.H1.1)

traditions

I can compare and contrast cultures. (K.H1.1)
I can describe settings and locations in stories. (K.G1.2)
I can describe American symbols, traditions, and holidays and how they shape my culture.
(K.H4.1)

holidays
setting and locations

Supporting Questions
What is culture?

How is my culture different than other cultures?

How is my culture similar to other cultures?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

MPS Social Sciences Curriculum Guide • Governing Board Approved Oct. 2019

12

Kindergarten Unit 3: Needs and Wants

Kindergarten Unit 3

Compelling Question: Why can’t we have everything we want and need?

Time: 4 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
K.SP1.1 Use a variety of words to reference time in the past, present, and future; identify the beginning, middle,
and end of historical stories.
K.SP1.2 Explore how events of the past affect students’ lives and community.
K.SP1.3 With prompting and support, generate questions about individuals and groups from stories shared.

Content Standards
K.E2.1 Explain how needs, wants, and the availability of resources affect decision
making.
K.E2.2 Identify what one gains and gives up when they make choices.

K.SP2.1 With prompting and support, compare diverse cultures using primary sources such as photographs,
artifacts, music, and secondary sources such as fiction and non-fiction.
K.SP3.1 With prompting and support, ask questions and construct responses to content studied.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

I can identify and sort wants and needs. (K.E2.1)

needs and wants

I can explain my wants and needs and how they affect my life. (K.E2.1, K.E2.2)

choices

I can make choices based on available options. (K.E2.1, K.E2.2)

gains and losses

I can explain how my choices have positive and negative consequences. (K.E2.2)

decision making
cause and effect

Supporting Questions
What are needs and wants?

What are consequences?

How do you make a choice?

How do I decide if I need something?

What helped you make that choice?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Kindergarten Unit 4: Community

Kindergarten Unit 4

Compelling Question: Why is being part of a community important?

Time: 7 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
K.SP1.1 Use a variety of words to reference time in the past, present, and future; identify the beginning, middle,
and end of historical stories.
K.SP1.2 Explore how events of the past affect students’ lives and community.
K.SP1.3 With prompting and support, generate questions about individuals and groups from stories shared.

Content Standards
K.C1.1 Apply values of respect, responsibility, equality, and fairness within schools and
communities.
K.C2.2 Explain how all people, not just official leaders, play important roles in our
school and community.
K.C4.1 Explain how people work together to identify and solve problems within the
classroom and school.
K.H2.1 Explain the benefits of cooperation and compromise as a way to solve
problems.

K.SP2.1 With prompting and support, compare diverse cultures using primary sources such as photographs,
artifacts, music, and secondary sources such as fiction and non-fiction.
K.SP3.1 With prompting and support, ask questions and construct responses to content studied.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

I can identify and describe a community. (K.C1.1)

community

I can show respect, responsibility, equality, and fairness within classroom, schools and
communities. (K.C1.1)

school

I can identify different roles in the classroom, school, and community. (K.C2.2)
I can describe members’ roles in the classroom, school, and community. (K.C2.2)

roles in the community
collaboration
problem solving

I can explain how all people play an important role in our classroom, school, and community.
(K.C2.2)
I can identify a problem in the classroom and school. (K.C4.1)
I can work with others to solve classroom and school problems. (K.C4.1)
I can give multiple solutions to solve classroom and school problems. (K.C4.1)
I can explain how people work together to identify and solve problems. (K.H2.1)

Supporting Questions
What is a community?

How do I identify a problem?

What are the roles in a community?

How do I solve a problem?

What is my role in the community?

How do I work with others?

What is a problem?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Kindergarten Unit 5: Maps and Graphs

Kindergarten Unit 5

Compelling Question: What can we learn from maps and graphs?

Time: 4 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
K.SP1.1 Use a variety of words to reference time in the past, present, and future; identify the beginning, middle,
and end of historical stories.
K.SP1.2 Explore how events of the past affect students’ lives and community.
K.SP1.3 With prompting and support, generate questions about individuals and groups from stories shared.

K.SP2.1 With prompting and support, compare diverse cultures using primary sources such as photographs,
artifacts, music, and secondary sources such as fiction and non-fiction.
K.SP3.1 With prompting and support, ask questions and construct responses to content studied.

Content Standards
K.G1.1 Use, explore, and construct maps, graphs, and other geographical
representations to support content focus.
K.G1.2 Explore locations in stories shared.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

I can identify a map. (K.G1.1)

maps and graphs

I can identify a graph. (K.G1.1)

globe

I can read maps and graphs. (K.G1.1)

key

I can use and explore maps and graphs. (K.G1.1)

symbol

I can create maps and graphs. (K.G1.1)

locations

I can explore locations of shared stories. (K.G1.2)

Supporting Questions
What is a map?

What is a globe, a key, and a symbol?

What is a graph?

What are the different types of maps?

How do I read a map?

When would I use a map?

How do I read a graph?

When would I use a graph?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Kindergarten Unit 6: Weather
Compelling Question: How does weather affect me?

Kindergarten Unit 6

Time: 4 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
K.SP1.1 Use a variety of words to reference time in the past, present, and future; identify the beginning, middle,
and end of historical stories.
K.SP1.2 Explore how events of the past affect students’ lives and community.
K.SP1.3 With prompting and support, generate questions about individuals and groups from stories shared.

Content Standards
K.G1.1 Use, explore, and construct maps, graphs, and other geographical
representations to support content focus.
K.G2.1 Explain how water and weather impacts humans.

K.SP2.1 With prompting and support, compare diverse cultures using primary sources such as photographs,
artifacts, music, and secondary sources such as fiction and non-fiction.
K.SP3.1 With prompting and support, ask questions and construct responses to content studied.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

I can identify different types of weather. (K.G1.1)

types of weather

I can describe different types of weather. (K.G1.1)

various forms of water (i.e.,
condensation, evaporation,
precipitation)

I can graph the daily weather. (K.G1.1)
I can read, construct, and explain weather graphs. (K.G1.1)
I can identify water extremes (e.g., drought, flooding, etc.) (K.G1.1)
I can explain how weather impacts choices. (K.G2.1)
I can explain how water impacts humans. (K.G2.1)

bodies of water
graphing weather
impacts of weather on humans
impacts of water on humans

Supporting Questions
How does weather and water impact choices we make?

How does weather and water impact my community?

How does weather and water impact my life?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Kindergarten Unit 7:
American Symbols, Traditions, Historical Figures and Holidays
Compelling Question: Where do American traditions come from?

Kindergarten Unit 7

Time: Ongoing

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
K.SP1.1 Use a variety of words to reference time in the past, present, and future; identify the beginning, middle,
and end of historical stories.
K.SP1.2 Explore how events of the past affect students’ lives and community.
K.SP1.3 With prompting and support, generate questions about individuals and groups from stories shared.

K.SP2.1 With prompting and support, compare diverse cultures using primary sources such as photographs,
artifacts, music, and secondary sources such as fiction and non-fiction.
K.SP3.1 With prompting and support, ask questions and construct responses to content studied.

Content Standards

Learning Targets

K.H4.1 Explain and explore origins of key American symbols, traditions, and holidays.

I can define a symbol. (K.H4.1)

K.H4.2 Explore the stories of key historical figures through informational text and
biographies.

I can identify American symbols. (K.H4.1)

Key Concepts/Topics
symbols (i.e., American flag, bald
eagle, Statue of Liberty, Mount
Rushmore)

I can explain the origin of an American symbol. (K.H4.1)
I can define traditions and holidays. (K.H4.1)
I can describe the origins of American traditions and holidays. (K.H4.1)
I can identify and describe a historical figure. (K.H4.2)

traditions (i.e., Pledge of Allegiance,
national anthem)
holidays (i.e., Veteran’s Day,
Thanksgiving, Presidents Day, Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Fourth of
July, United States Constitution Day)
historical figures

Supporting Questions
What is a symbol?

What is a holiday?

What are some American symbols?

What are some American holidays?

What is a tradition?

What is a historical figure?

What are some American traditions?

Who are American historical figures and why are they important?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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First Grade
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Scope and Sequence
First Grade: Communities: Living and Working Together
Through the study of civics, geography, economics, and history, students will understand how a community functions and how
each member contributes to the community for the common good. Students will study their local community and learn about
characteristics that define urban, suburban, and rural communities. Democratic principles and participation in government are
introduced, while community resources, environment, change over time, and cause/effect are examined.
Unit #
Title
1
Our Communities

2

Exploring Maps

3

Communities Past and Present

4

Earning, Saving, and Spending
Money

Critical Content
Making a community (classroom, school, neighborhood, city, etc.)
Community values (i.e., respect, responsibility, fairness, equality)
Understanding differences
Community rights, rules, and responsibilities
Community leaders and their roles
Being a contributing community member
Key map features (physical and human)
Reading a map (include using a grid)
Making a map
Human impact on the land
Movement of people, goods, and ideas
Compare places past and present
Ideas and innovations that impact communities
Primary and secondary resources
Community problem solving past and present
American symbols, documents, landmarks, holidays, and leaders (aligned to
appropriate holidays)
Community, state, and national historical figures
Jobs (and job requirements) in our community
Earning, saving and spending money
Needs and wants
Personal decision making
Goods and services
Producers and consumers
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Approximate Time
9 weeks

9 weeks

9 weeks

9 weeks
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First Grade Unit 1: Our Communities

First Grade Unit 1

Compelling Question: Why are rules important in our community?

Time: 9 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
1.SP1.1 Place important life events in chronological order on a timeline.
1.SP1.2 Understand how events of the past affect students’ lives and communities.
1.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped a significant historical change.
1.SP2.1 Compare diverse cultures using primary sources such as photographs, artifacts, music, and secondary
sources such as fiction and nonfiction.

Content Standards
1.C1.1 Apply values of respect, responsibility, equality, and fairness as a member of a
community.
1.C1.2 Follow agreed upon rules for discussions when responding to others and
making decisions, including consensus building procedures.
1.C1.3 Compare one's own thoughts and opinions with others’ perspectives.
1.C3.1 Explain the importance of rules and laws in our community.
1.C3.2 Explain the role and function of local governments.
1.C3.3 Explain how community groups work to accomplish common tasks and fulfill
responsibilities.

1.SP3.1 Generate questions about issues in your community past and present.
1.SP3.2 With support, identify evidence drawn from multiple sources to answer questions about issues in your
community.
1.SP3.3 With support, construct and communicate solutions to issues in your community.
1.SP3.4 Take group or individual action to help address community issues.
1. SP3.5 Ask and answer questions about explanations given.

Learning Targets
I can explain how to be kind and helpful in my classroom community. (1.C1.1)
I can understand consensus building procedures. (1.C1.2)
I can politely agree, disagree, and compare my opinions with those of others. (1.C1.3)
I can explain why rules are important. (1.C3.1)
I can identify what makes a community successful. (1.C3.3)
I can explain how to be helpful in my school community. (1.C3.3)
I can describe ways to help my community. (e.g., cleaning up trash around school, helping
clean up in the lunchroom, etc.) (1.C3.3)
I can explain what makes a community at a city and state level. (1.C3.3)
I can name my community leaders. (1.C3.2)
I can describe an urban, suburban, and rural community. (1.C3.1)
I can explain the role and function of local governments (1.C3.2)

Key Concepts/Topics
rules and rule makers in:
• classroom
• school
• city
• state
respect, responsibility, rights, equality, and
fairness
things we can do to make our community a
better place
government responsibilities (i.e., make
laws, carry out laws, enforce laws, manage
conflicts, protect the community)
citizen responsibilities (i.e., voting,
volunteering, community clean-up or
recycling campaigns, and becoming
informed on current issues)
Governor, Vice President, and President

Supporting Questions
Do we have rules?

What can I do in my community? (classroom, school, neighborhood, and city)

Why do we have rules?

What are the consequences and benefits of no rules?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

MPS Social Sciences Curriculum Guide • Governing Board Approved Oct. 2019

20

First Grade Unit 1

What is a community?

What are the consequences of not being respectful?

Why is a community important?

What would happen if there were no community leaders such as teachers, law enforcement, community helpers?

What are the rules in my classroom, school, neighborhood, and city?
Who makes the rules?
How do we live and work together successfully?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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First Grade Unit 2: Exploring Maps
Compelling Question: How are maps helpful to compare past and present?

First Grade Unit 2

Time: 9 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
1.SP1.1 Place important life events in chronological order on a timeline.
1.SP1.2 Understand how events of the past affect students’ lives and communities.
1.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped a significant historical change.
1.SP2.1 Compare diverse cultures using primary sources such as photographs, artifacts, music, and secondary
sources such as fiction and nonfiction.

Content Standards
1.G1.1 Use, explore, and construct maps, graphs, and other geographical
representations to support content focus.
1.G1.2 Use a grid to locate places.
1.G2.1 Compare how human activities affect culture and the environment now and in
the past.
1.G3.1 Explain why and how people, goods, and ideas move from place to place.
1.G3.2 Compare places past and present as it relates to content focus.

1.SP3.1 Generate questions about issues in your community past and present.
1.SP3.2 With support, identify evidence drawn from multiple sources to answer questions about issues in your
community.
1.SP3.3 With support, construct and communicate solutions to issues in your community.
1.SP3.4 Take group or individual action to help address community issues.
1. SP3.5 Ask and answer questions about explanations given.

Learning Targets
I can describe key physical features on a map (i.e., rivers, mountains, desert). (1.G1.1)
I can describe human features on a map (i.e., school, hospital, farm). (1.G1.1)

Key Concepts/Topics
physical features of a map (i.e., rivers,
mountains, lakes, desert)

I can use a grid to locate places on a map. (1.G1.2)

human features of a map (i.e., damns,
cities, parks, hospitals, schools, railroad
tracks, farms, factories, houses)

I can describe how human activities can change environments. (1.G2.1)

human impact on a community

I can explain why movement of people, goods, and ideas can change environments place.
(1.G3.1)

movement of people, goods, and ideas

I can make a map for a specific purpose. (1.G1.1)

places past and present

I can compare places from the past with those in the present. (1.G3.2)

Supporting Questions
What are physical and human features of a map?

Where is my community on a map?

What information can I get from a map?

What are ways humans have changed my community?

How do I use a grid to locate a place on a map?

Why have communities changed over time?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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First Grade Unit 3:
Communities Past and Present
Compelling Question: What can we learn from the past?

First Grade Unit 3

Time: 9 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
1.SP1.1 Place important life events in chronological order on a timeline.
1.SP1.2 Understand how events of the past affect students’ lives and communities.
1.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped a significant historical change.
1.SP2.1 Compare diverse cultures using primary sources such as photographs, artifacts, music, and secondary
sources such as fiction and nonfiction.

Content Standards
1.H1.1 Explain how ideas and innovation can contribute to a community by utilizing
primary sources (artifacts, photographs, newspapers, speakers) and secondary sources
(biographies, stories, articles).

1.SP3.1 Generate questions about issues in your community past and present.
1.SP3.2 With support, identify evidence drawn from multiple sources to answer questions about issues in your
community.
1.SP3.3 With support, construct and communicate solutions to issues in your community.
1.SP3.4 Take group or individual action to help address community issues.
1. SP3.5 Ask and answer questions about explanations given.

Learning Targets
I can explain how ideas and innovations affect communities. (1.H1.1)
I can use primary and secondary resources to show changes in our community. (1.H1.1)
I can understand how cooperation and compromise solve problems. (1.H2.1)

1.H2.1 Explain the benefits of cooperation and compromise as ways to resolve conflict
in our communities past and present.

I can explain key American symbols and why they are important. (1.H4.1)

1.H4.1 Explain and explore origins of key American symbols, documents, landmarks,
holidays, and leaders as well as their importance from the past to the present in our
country.

I can name important American documents and their significance. (1.H4.1)

1.H4.2 Draw upon fictional stories, biographies, and informational text to identify
historical figures in your community, state, and nation and explain their significance in
history and in the present day.

I can explain key American holidays and why they are important. (1.H4.1)
I can name important historical leaders and how they helped our community. (1.H4.2)
I can place important events in chronological order on a timeline. (1.SP1.1)

Key Concepts/Topics
impact of innovations and ideas on
communities (i.e., irrigation, architecture,
writing)
primary versus secondary sources
peaceful resolution
American and Arizona symbols, landmarks,
and documents (i.e., American flag, bald
eagle, Statue of Liberty, White House,
Washington Monument, Mount Rushmore,
Liberty Bell, United States Capitol)
American and Arizona holidays (i.e.,
Columbus Day, Thanksgiving, Veteran’s
Day, Memorial Day, Labor Day, Presidents
Day, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day,
Independence Day, Constitution Day,
Arizona Statehood Day)
key community, state, and national
historical leaders

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Supporting Questions
What ideas and innovations have shaped our communities?

What are some American symbols and why are they significant?

What is a primary source?

What are some key American holidays and why are they significant?

What is a secondary source?

Who are our important leaders and what contributions or historical change did they make?

What is cooperation?

What are some important American landmarks and why are they significant?

What is compromise?

What are some important American documents and why are they significant?

How do cooperation and compromise resolve conflict?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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First Grade Unit 4:
Earning, Saving, and Spending Money

First Grade Unit 4

Compelling Question: How does money affect my choices?

Time: 9 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
1.SP1.1 Place important life events in chronological order on a timeline.
1.SP1.2 Understand how events of the past affect students’ lives and communities.
1.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped a significant historical change.
1.SP2.1 Compare diverse cultures using primary sources such as photographs, artifacts, music, and secondary
sources such as fiction and nonfiction.

Content Standards
1.E1.1 Identify different occupations and the skills and education needed for those jobs
in our community.
1.E1.2 Describe reasons to save or spend money.
1.E2.1 Explain how needs, wants, and availability of resources affect decision making.
1.E2.2 Identify the benefits and costs of making various personal decisions.
1.E3.1 Describe the skills, knowledge, and sequence of events required to produce goods
and services in our community.
1.E3.2 Explain how people in our community earn income.
1.E3.3 Explain how people can be producers and consumers in our community.

1.SP3.1 Generate questions about issues in your community past and present.
1.SP3.2 With support, identify evidence drawn from multiple sources to answer questions about issues in your
community.
1.SP3.3 With support, construct and communicate solutions to issues in your community.
1.SP3.4 Take group or individual action to help address community issues.
1. SP3.5 Ask and answer questions about explanations given.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

I can list jobs in my community. (1.E1.1)

money

I can list the skills needed for jobs in my community. (1.E1.1)

jobs and education

I can identify the education needed for jobs in my community. (1.E1.1)

choices

I can describe reasons to save and/or spend money. (1.E1.2)

needs vs. wants

I can categorize needs and wants and how they affect decision making. (1.E2.1)

producers and consumers

I can explain the pros and cons of making choices given the resources I have. (1.E2.2)
I can explain how goods and services in my community are produced. (1.E3.1)
I can describe how and why people earn money in our community. (1.E3.2)
I can explain the difference between producers and consumers. (1.E3.3)

Supporting Questions
What are some different jobs in our community?

What impacts our choices for saving or spending money?

What skills and education are needed for specific jobs in the community?

How do we make a choice between a need and a want?

How do people earn money?

How do available resources affect our decision-making?

What would happen if you did not have money?

What is the relationship between a producer and consumer in my community?

Why should we save money?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Scope and Sequence
Second Grade: The World Around Me
Through the study of geography and economics, the students’ lenses expand to learn how their world is interconnected globally.
Students will develop a spatial understanding of the world around them, so they can understand how other cultures and
civilizations are interconnected and have influenced who we are as a community, state, and nation. The standards in second grade
are mostly skill-based that allow for integration with other content areas, specifically ELA standards.
Unit #
Title
1
Working Together to Solve
Problems

Critical Content
How individuals are governed
How society addresses problems

Approximate Time
4 weeks

2

Individual and Leadership Roles Citizens have individual rights, roles, and responsibilities

4 weeks

3

Comparing Civilizations and
Cultures
Identify Regions Using
Geographic Models

How civilizations, cultures, societies, and innovations have influenced history

5 weeks

Use geographic representation and tools to understand the world and the
global interconnections and spatial patterns

3 weeks

4
5

How Human Interaction Affects Human-environment interactions are essential aspects of human life in all
the Environment
societies

4 weeks

6

Earning, Spending, and Saving
Money

Understand income spending and investment
Individual and institutions are independent within market systems
Domestic economy interactions
Global economy impacts

4 weeks

7

Societal Institutions and Belief
Systems

Economic, political, and religious ideas and institutions influence history and
shape the modern world.

6 weeks
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Second Grade Unit 1:
Working Together to Solve Problems

Second Grade Unit 1

Compelling Question: How can we work together to solve problems?

Time: 4 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
2.SP1.1 Create a chronological sequence of multiple events.
2.SP1.2 Understand how events of the past affect students’ lives and community.
2.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped a significant historical change.
2.SP2.1 Compare diverse cultures from around the world using primary sources such as photographs, artifacts,
music, and secondary sources such as fiction and non-fiction.
2.SP2.2 Compare perspectives of people in the past to those of today through stories and biographies.
2.SP3.1 Identify facts and concepts associated with compelling and supporting questions.

Content Standards
2.C4.1: Explain how people work together to identify and solve problems within our
world.
2.C4.2: Explain how rules function in public settings.

2.SP3.2 Determine and use various kinds of sources to answer compelling and supporting questions.
2.SP3.3 Generate questions about a source as it relates to an event or development.
2.SP3.4 Gather relevant information from one or two sources.
2.SP3.5 Ask and answer questions about explanations and arguments.
2.SP3.6 Present a summary of an argument or explanation using print, oral, or digital technology.
2.SP4.1 Generate possible reasons for an event or development.
2.SP4.2 Select which reasons might be more likely than others to explain an event or development.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

I can identify a problem that needs to be solved. (2.C4.1)

laws

I can summarize the importance of working with others to solve problems. (2.C4.1)

individual rights, roles, and responsibilities

I can describe how rules work in public settings. (2.C4.2)

problem solving
public settings

Supporting Questions
Why are laws important?

How do we work together to solve problems?

Why is it necessary to work together to solve problems?

What are public settings?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Second Grade Unit 2:
Individual and Leadership Roles

Second Grade Unit 2

Compelling Question: Are roles important in our society?

Time: 4 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
2.SP1.1 Create a chronological sequence of multiple events.
2.SP1.2 Understand how events of the past affect students’ lives and community.
2.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped a significant historical change.
2.SP2.1 Compare diverse cultures from around the world using primary sources such as photographs, artifacts,
music, and secondary sources such as fiction and non-fiction.
2.SP2.2 Compare perspectives of people in the past to those of today through stories and biographies.
2.SP3.1 Identify facts and concepts associated with compelling and supporting questions.

Content Standards
2.C2.1 Describe roles and responsibilities of people in authority within our country
and world.
2.C2.2 Explain how all people, not just official leaders, play important roles in the
world.

2.SP3.2 Determine and use various kinds of sources to answer compelling and supporting questions.
2.SP3.3 Generate questions about a source as it relates to an event or development.
2.SP3.4 Gather relevant information from one or two sources.
2.SP3.5 Ask and answer questions about explanations and arguments.
2.SP3.6 Present a summary of an argument or explanation using print, oral, or digital technology.
2.SP4.1 Generate possible reasons for an event or development.
2.SP4.2 Select which reasons might be more likely than others to explain an event or development.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

I can describe the roles and responsibilities of our country’s leaders. (2.C2.1)

leaders or people in authority

I can recognize that other countries have leaders and people in authority. (2.C2.1)

roles

I can describe the roles and responsibilities of leaders from other countries. (2.C2.1)

responsibilities

I can explain how all people, not just leaders, play an important role in the world. (2.C2.2)

Supporting Questions
What are the roles and responsibilities of our country’s leaders?

How can I play an important role in my world?

Who are world leaders outside the United States and what are their responsibilities?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Second Grade Unit 3:
Comparing Civilizations and Cultures

Second Grade Unit 3

Compelling Question: How do other cultures compare to my culture?

Time: 3 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
2.SP1.1 Create a chronological sequence of multiple events.
2.SP1.2 Understand how events of the past affect students’ lives and community.
2.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped a significant historical change.
2.SP2.1 Compare diverse cultures from around the world using primary sources such as photographs, artifacts,
music, and secondary sources such as fiction and non-fiction.
2.SP2.2 Compare perspectives of people in the past to those of today through stories and biographies.
2.SP3.1 Identify facts and concepts associated with compelling and supporting questions.

Content Standards

2.SP3.2 Determine and use various kinds of sources to answer compelling and supporting questions.
2.SP3.3 Generate questions about a source as it relates to an event or development.
2.SP3.4 Gather relevant information from one or two sources.
2.SP3.5 Ask and answer questions about explanations and arguments.
2.SP3.6 Present a summary of an argument or explanation using print, oral, or digital technology.
2.SP4.1 Generate possible reasons for an event or development.
2.SP4.2 Select which reasons might be more likely than others to explain an event or development.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

2.H1.1 Explain how individuals can make contributions to a civilization and/or culture in
place or region studied.

I can compare different cultures. (2.H1.1)

ancient civilizations

I can explain how people contribute to a civilization. (2.H1.1, 2.H1.2 )

culture

2.H1.2 Using primary and secondary sources, compare civilizations and/or cultures around
the world and how they have changed over time in a place or region studied.

I can compare and contrast different civilizations from around the world. (2.H1.2)

primary sources

2.H1.3 Examine developments from the civilization and/or culture in place or region
studied.

I can explain how civilizations and/or cultures have changed over time. (2.H1.2)

region

I can compare the developments from different civilizations. (2.H1.3)

secondary sources

2.G4.1 Identify different physical and cultural regions in the world.

I can identify the geographical differences in various regions. (2.G4.1)

Supporting Questions
What is a civilization?

How do people contribute to a civilization?

What is a culture?

What causes some of the differences among civilizations?

What is a region?

What causes cultures to change?

How do you use a map to find geographical regions?

What are similarities and differences between cultures?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Second Grade Unit 4:
Identify Regions Using Geographic Models

Second Grade Unit 4

Compelling Question: How are maps helpful in learning about the world?

Time: 4 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
2.SP1.1 Create a chronological sequence of multiple events.
2.SP1.2 Understand how events of the past affect students’ lives and community.
2.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped a significant historical change.
2.SP2.1 Compare diverse cultures from around the world using primary sources such as photographs, artifacts,
music, and secondary sources such as fiction and non-fiction.
2.SP2.2 Compare perspectives of people in the past to those of today through stories and biographies.
2.SP3.1 Identify facts and concepts associated with compelling and supporting questions.

Content Standards
2.G1.1 Use and construct maps, graphs, and other geographic representation of familiar
and unfamiliar places in the world; and locate physical and human features.
2.G1.2 Use maps, globes, and other simple geographic models to identify and explain
cultural and environmental characteristics of places in the world based on stories shared.
2.G4.1 Identify different physical and cultural regions in the world.

2.SP3.2 Determine and use various kinds of sources to answer compelling and supporting questions.
2.SP3.3 Generate questions about a source as it relates to an event or development.
2.SP3.4 Gather relevant information from one or two sources.
2.SP3.5 Ask and answer questions about explanations and arguments.
2.SP3.6 Present a summary of an argument or explanation using print, oral, or digital technology.
2.SP4.1 Generate possible reasons for an event or development.
2.SP4.2 Select which reasons might be more likely than others to explain an event or development.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

I can use a map to locate places in the world (2.G1.1)

continents

I can identify physical and human features on a map. (2.G1.1)

human features ( i.e., equator,
hemispheres, North and South Pole,
cities, states, countries, regions,
landmarks

I can use maps and globes to explain cultural and environmental characteristics of places
around the world. (2.G1.2)
I can use maps, globes, or other geographic models to help me understand the setting of
stories that I read (2.G1.2)
I can identify different physical and cultural places in the world. (2.G4.1)

physical features (i.e., oceans,
continents, deserts, lakes, rivers,
mountain ranges, coasts, seas

Supporting Questions
How do I use a map key?

What is a physical feature?

How do I read a map scale?

What is a human feature?

How do I locate places on a map?

How do maps and globes help us understand environmental characteristics of places around the world?

When should you use a globe?

How do I use maps to better understand the stories I read?

When should you use a map?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Second Grade Unit 5:
How Human Interaction Affects the Environment

Second Grade Unit 5

Compelling Question: How do my actions impact the environment?

Time: 4 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
2.SP1.1 Create a chronological sequence of multiple events.
2.SP1.2 Understand how events of the past affect students’ lives and community.
2.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped a significant historical change.
2.SP2.1 Compare diverse cultures from around the world using primary sources such as photographs, artifacts,
music, and secondary sources such as fiction and non-fiction.
2.SP2.2 Compare perspectives of people in the past to those of today through stories and biographies.
2.SP3.1 Identify facts and concepts associated with compelling and supporting questions.

Content Standards
2.G2.1 Explain how weather, climate, and other environmental characteristics affect
people’s lives in place or region being studied.
2.G2.2 Describe how human activities affect the communities and the environment of
places or regions.

2.SP3.2 Determine and use various kinds of sources to answer compelling and supporting questions.
2.SP3.3 Generate questions about a source as it relates to an event or development.
2.SP3.4 Gather relevant information from one or two sources.
2.SP3.5 Ask and answer questions about explanations and arguments.
2.SP3.6 Present a summary of an argument or explanation using print, oral, or digital technology.
2.SP4.1 Generate possible reasons for an event or development.
2.SP4.2 Select which reasons might be more likely than others to explain an event or development.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

I can explain how climate and weather affect people in different parts of the world. (2.G2.1)

weather

I can describe how humans affect communities and the environment. (2.G2.2)

climate

I can describe the positive and negative effects of using natural resources. (2.G2.3)

natural resources

2.G2.3 Describe the positive and negative effects of using natural resources.

Supporting Questions
What is weather?

How does climate affect communities and environments?

How do people affect the environment?

What are some examples of natural resources?

How does weather affect my life?

What are natural resources?

What is climate?

What are some negative effects of using natural resources?

How does climate affect people in different parts of the world?

What are some positive effects of using natural resources?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Second Grade Unit 6:
Earning, Spending, and Saving Money

Second Grade Unit 6

Compelling Question: How can countries cooperate to provide goods and services?

Time: 4 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
2.SP1.1 Create a chronological sequence of multiple events.
2.SP1.2 Understand how events of the past affect students’ lives and community.
2.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped a significant historical change.
2.SP2.1 Compare diverse cultures from around the world using primary sources such as photographs, artifacts,
music, and secondary sources such as fiction and non-fiction.
2.SP2.2 Compare perspectives of people in the past to those of today through stories and biographies.
2.SP3.1 Identify facts and concepts associated with compelling and supporting questions.

Content Standards

2.SP3.2 Determine and use various kinds of sources to answer compelling and supporting questions.
2.SP3.3 Generate questions about a source as it relates to an event or development.
2.SP3.4 Gather relevant information from one or two sources.
2.SP3.5 Ask and answer questions about explanations and arguments.
2.SP3.6 Present a summary of an argument or explanation using print, oral, or digital technology.
2.SP4.1 Generate possible reasons for an event or development.
2.SP4.2 Select which reasons might be more likely than others to explain an event or development.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

2.E1.1 Identify different occupations and skills needed in a global economy.

I can identify different jobs and skills needed in a global economy. (2.E1.1)

global economy

2.E1.2 Describe reasons to save or spend money.

I can describe reasons for saving and spending money. (2.E1.2)

domestic economy

2.E3.1 Identify and describe the goods and services that are produced around the world.

I can identify and describe goods and services from around the world. (2.E3.1)

producers

2.E3.2 Explain how people around the world earn income.

I can explain how people around the world earn an income. (2.E3.2)

consumers

2.E3.3 Explain how people can be producers and consumers in a global economy.

I can explain how people can be producers and consumers in a global economy. (2.E3.3)

resources

2.E4.1 Describe the public services that governments provide and how they meet the needs of
individuals.

I can describe the public services that the government provides (2.E4.1)

goods and ideas (i.e., transportation,
trade, immigration, migration,
communication)

I can explain how the government meets the needs of individuals. (2.E4.1)

2.E5.1 Illustrate how a country’s resources determine what is produced and traded.

I can illustrate how resources are produced and traded within countries. (2.E5.1)

2.G3.1 Explain why and how people, goods, and ideas move from place to place.

I can explain how people, goods, and ideas move from place to place. (2.G3.1)

Supporting Questions
Why is having a job important?

What are some ways people earn money in the United States and around the world?

What is a global economy?

Why is it important to save money?

What are the different jobs and skills needed in a global economy?

Why do people spend money?

What are some goods and services provided from around the world and where do they come from?

What is a producer and a consumer?

What is trade and why is it important to the global economy?

What services does the government provide and why are they important?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Second Grade Unit 7:
Societal Institutions and Belief Systems

Second Grade Unit 7

Compelling Question: How do belief systems impact our society?

Time: 6 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
2.SP1.1 Create a chronological sequence of multiple events.
2.SP1.2 Understand how events of the past affect students’ lives and community.
2.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped a significant historical change.
2.SP2.1 Compare diverse cultures from around the world using primary sources such as photographs, artifacts,
music, and secondary sources such as fiction and non-fiction.
2.SP2.2 Compare perspectives of people in the past to those of today through stories and biographies.
2.SP3.1 Identify facts and concepts associated with compelling and supporting questions.

Content Standards
2.H3.1 Generate questions about the institutions and belief systems of different
societies.

2.SP3.2 Determine and use various kinds of sources to answer compelling and supporting questions.
2.SP3.3 Generate questions about a source as it relates to an event or development.
2.SP3.4 Gather relevant information from one or two sources.
2.SP3.5 Ask and answer questions about explanations and arguments.
2.SP3.6 Present a summary of an argument or explanation using print, oral, or digital technology.
2.SP4.1 Generate possible reasons for an event or development.
2.SP4.2 Select which reasons might be more likely than others to explain an event or development.

Learning Targets
I can ask questions to better understand other societies. (2.H3.1)
I can compare and contrast different countries’ belief systems. ( 2.H3.1)

Key Concepts/Topics
institutions (i.e., religion, governments,
economic systems, education)

I can generate questions to learn about other countries belief systems, governments, economic
systems, and educational systems (2.H3.1)

Supporting Questions
What are the different types of institutions?

How did religious beliefs shape history?

What are belief systems?

How did different ideas on government shape history?

How does religion impact society today?

How are our country’s beliefs similar to other countries? How are they different?

How do types of governments impact countries today?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Scope and Sequence
Third Grade: Arizona Studies
Through an integrated approach, students will study the culture, history, economy, and government of Arizona. In addition,
students will recognize the impact of Arizona on the Nation both historically and currently.
Unit #
Title
1
Citizenship

Critical Content
Civic Virtues and Democratic Principles
Listening, Consensus-Building, Voting
Respecting the Rights of Others

Approximate Time
2 weeks

2

Government Structures in
Arizona

National, State, and Local Governments
Structure of Arizona’s Constitution
Branches of Arizona’s Government
How People Are Put into Office
Funding for Government
Importance of Participating in Local and State Government
Tribal Governments: Structure and How Leadership Is Chosen

6 weeks

3

Working Together

Benefits and Challenges of Working Together in Different Groups
How Individuals and Groups Have Worked Together in the Past
Individual Rights, Freedoms, and Responsibilities

2 weeks

4

Arizona Economics

Industries of Arizona (5 Cs)
Occupations
Trade
Resources and Availability

4 weeks

5

Personal Finance

Saving and Spending Money
Incentives

1 weeks

6

Arizona Geography

Geography Concepts and Skills
Physical and Human Features
Cultural Characteristics of Arizona
The 5 Cs of Arizona

3 weeks

7

Arizona Movement and
Change

How People Modify and Adapt to Arizona
Movement of People in and out of Arizona over Time

4 weeks
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Third Grade Scope and Sequence

Arizona’s Change over Time
8

Arizona History

Native Americans
Newcomers
Explorers, Settlers, Trappers, Missionaries, and Colonizers
Conflict and Resolution in Arizona History
Arizona Innovations
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Third Grade Unit 1: Citizenship

Third Grade Unit
1

Compelling Question: What makes a good citizen?

Time: 2 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
3.SP1.1 Create and use a chronological sequence of related events to compare developments that happened at
the same time.
3.SP1.2 Compare life in specific historical time periods to life today.
3.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have impacted history.
3.SP2.1 Explain why individuals and groups have different points of view on the same event.
3.SP3.1 Develop questions about Arizona history, geography, government, and economics.
3.SP3.2 Distinguish between primary and secondary sources.
3.SP3.3 Identify and use evidence that draws information from multiple sources to answer compelling questions
about Arizona.

Content Standards

3.SP3.4 Compare information provided by various sources about Arizona.
3.SP3.5 Generate questions about multiple historical sources.
3.SP3.6 Construct arguments and explanations using reasoning, examples, and details from sources.
3.SP3.7 Present summaries of arguments and explanations using print, oral, and digital technologies.
3.SP4.1 Explain probable causes and effects of events.
3.SP4.2 Summarize the central claim in a secondary source.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

3.C1.1 Describe civic virtues and democratic principles within a variety of government
structures, societies, and/or communities within Arizona.

I can define and provide examples of civic duties. (3.C1.1)

civic virtues and common good

I can define democratic principles. (3.C1.1)

democratic principles

3.C1.2 Use listening, consensus-building, and voting procedures to decide on and take
action in their classrooms.

I can identify and follow voting procedures. (3.C1.2)

consensus

3.H3.1 Evaluate how individual rights, freedoms, and responsibilities can vary based on
community, state, and nation.

I can apply listening, consensus-building, and voting to take action in my class. (3.C1.2)

voting

I can demonstrate consensus on a topic. (3.C1.2)

respecting the rights of others

I can identify and evaluate individual rights and freedoms based on community, state,
and nation. (3.H3.1)

individual rights and responsibilities
rights and freedoms gained by various groups
(e.g., women’s rights, civil rights, Native
American rights, migrants)

Supporting Questions
What are the characteristics of a good citizen?

What kind of issues do people vote on?

What is a democracy?

Why should people vote?

When do people vote?

How can people with different viewpoints come to consensus?

What are the requirements to be able to vote?

What rights and responsibilities do people have?
How do rights and responsibilities differ in state and national government?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Third Grade Unit 2:
Government Structures in Arizona
Compelling Question: Why is government important?

Third Grade Unit 2

Time: 6 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
3.SP1.1 Create and use a chronological sequence of related events to compare developments that happened at
the same time.
3.SP1.2 Compare life in specific historical time periods to life today.
3.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have impacted history.
3.SP2.1 Explain why individuals and groups have different points of view on the same event.
3.SP3.1 Develop questions about Arizona history, geography, government, and economics.
3.SP3.2 Distinguish between primary and secondary sources.
3.SP3.3 Identify and use evidence that draws information from multiple sources to answer compelling questions
about Arizona.

Content Standards
3.C3.1 Describe the origins, functions, and structure of the Arizona Constitution, local
governments, and tribal governments.

3.SP3.4 Compare information provided by various sources about Arizona.
3.SP3.5 Generate questions about multiple historical sources.
3.SP3.6 Construct arguments and explanations using reasoning, examples, and details from sources.
3.SP3.7 Present summaries of arguments and explanations using print, oral, and digital technologies.
3.SP4.1 Explain probable causes and effects of events.
3.SP4.2 Summarize the central claim in a secondary source.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

I can describe the origins, functions, and structure of the Arizona Constitution (3.C3.1)

national vs. state governments

I can name each branch of the Arizona government and describe its responsibilities. (3.C3.1)

state vs. local governments

I can explain the structure of my local government. (3.C3.1)

branches of Arizona government

I can identify the members of my local government and how they are elected. (3.C3.1)

members of local government

I can explain the structures of tribal government. (3.C3.1)

funding for government services

I can compare and contrast differences between local, state, and national government. (3.C3.1)

importance of participating in local and
state government

I can explain the importance of a citizen participating in their government. (3.C3.1).
I can explain services my government provides. (3.C3.1)
I can identify how state and local government services are paid for. (3.C3.1)

structure of tribal governments
government provided services (i.e., public
safety, public transportation, education,
recreation)

Supporting Questions
How was the Arizona Constitution constructed?

How can people participate in government and why is it important?

What is the function of the Arizona Constitution?

What services does the government provide in our community?

What is the structure of the Arizona Constitution?

How does the government pay for these services?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Third Grade Unit 2

What are the different branches of Arizona government?

Who are the members of my local government?

What are the functions of each branch of Arizona government?

How are tribal government leaders chosen?

How do the different branches of government work together?

What services does tribal government provide?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
2019
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Third Grade Unit 3: Working Together
Compelling Question: Why should we work together?

Third Grade
Unit 3

Time: 2 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
3.SP1.1 Create and use a chronological sequence of related events to compare developments that happened at
the same time.
3.SP1.2 Compare life in specific historical time periods to life today.
3.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have impacted history.
3.SP2.1 Explain why individuals and groups have different points of view on the same event.
3.SP3.1 Develop questions about Arizona history, geography, government, and economics.
3.SP3.2 Distinguish between primary and secondary sources.
3.SP3.3 Identify and use evidence that draws information from multiple sources to answer compelling questions
about Arizona.

Content Standards
3.C3.2 Describe ways in which people benefit from and are challenged by working
together, including through families, school, workplaces, voluntary organizations, and
government.
3.H2.2 Examine how individuals and groups have worked together throughout Arizona’s
history.

3.SP3.4 Compare information provided by various sources about Arizona.
3.SP3.5 Generate questions about multiple historical sources.
3.SP3.6 Construct arguments and explanations using reasoning, examples, and details from sources.
3.SP3.7 Present summaries of arguments and explanations using print, oral, and digital technologies.
3.SP4.1 Explain probable causes and effects of events.
3.SP4.2 Summarize the central claim in a secondary source.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

I can describe different groups within my communities; (e.g., families, school, workplaces,
voluntary organizations, and government.) (3.C3.2)

benefits and challenges of working
together in different groups

I can compare and contrast benefits and challenges of working together in a community.
(3.H2.2)

how individuals and groups have
worked together in the past

I can describe people or groups in the past who have impacted Arizona history. (3.H2.2)

Supporting Questions
What groups are you a part of? (family, school, sports, etc.)

In what way have people influenced Arizona’s history?

What groups do you see in your community?

In what way have groups influenced Arizona’s history?

How can volunteering in different organizations benefit your community?

How is working with others beneficial?

How does the government support the community?

How is working with others challenging?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Third Grade Unit 4: Arizona Economics

Third Grade
Unit 4

Compelling Question: How do Arizona’s resources affect my community?

Time: 4 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
3.SP1.1 Create and use a chronological sequence of related events to compare developments that happened at
the same time.
3.SP1.2 Compare life in specific historical time periods to life today.
3.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have impacted history.
3.SP2.1 Explain why individuals and groups have different points of view on the same event.
3.SP3.1 Develop questions about Arizona history, geography, government, and economics.
3.SP3.2 Distinguish between primary and secondary sources.
3.SP3.3 Identify and use evidence that draws information from multiple sources to answer compelling questions
about Arizona.

Content Standards

3.SP3.4 Compare information provided by various sources about Arizona.
3.SP3.5 Generate questions about multiple historical sources.
3.SP3.6 Construct arguments and explanations using reasoning, examples, and details from sources.
3.SP3.7 Present summaries of arguments and explanations using print, oral, and digital technologies.
3.SP4.1 Explain probable causes and effects of events.
3.SP4.2 Summarize the central claim in a secondary source.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

3.E1.1 Describe and discuss industries and occupations that have shaped Arizona.

I can describe Arizona’s industries and occupations. (3.E1.1)

industries (5 Cs of Arizona)

3.E1.2 Identify various forms of earning income in the state of Arizona.

I can identify industries that have shaped Arizona. (3.E1.1)

occupations

3.E2.1 Explain how availability of resources affects decision making in Arizona with
respect to water and other natural resources.

I can explain different ways of earning money in Arizona. (3.E1.2)

Arizona’s connection with other states
and Mexico

3.E2.2 Describe how Arizona is connected to other states, Mexico, and other nations by
movement of people, goods, and ideas.

I can list resources that Arizona provides. (3.E2.1)
I can draw conclusions about the resources in Arizona and how they affect decision making.
(3.E2.1)

resources and availability

I can explain how Arizona works together with other states and Mexico by movement of people,
goods, and ideas. (3.E2.2)

Supporting Questions
What goods does Arizona provide?

What natural resources come from Arizona?

What are some well-known Arizona industries?

How do resources in Arizona affect decision making?

How do Arizona’s industries affect our state’s development?

How are Arizona’s industries connected to neighboring states and Mexico?

What are ways people can make money using Arizona resources?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Third Grade Unit 5: Personal Finance

Third Grade
Unit 5

Compelling Question: How do personal decisions affect financial wellbeing?

Time: 1 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
3.SP1.1 Create and use a chronological sequence of related events to compare developments that happened at
the same time.
3.SP1.2 Compare life in specific historical time periods to life today.
3.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have impacted history.
3.SP2.1 Explain why individuals and groups have different points of view on the same event.
3.SP3.1 Develop questions about Arizona history, geography, government, and economics.
3.SP3.2 Distinguish between primary and secondary sources.
3.SP3.3 Identify and use evidence that draws information from multiple sources to answer compelling questions
about Arizona.

Content Standards
3.E1.3 Identify positive and negative incentives that influence financial decisions
people make to save and spend money.

3.SP3.4 Compare information provided by various sources about Arizona.
3.SP3.5 Generate questions about multiple historical sources.
3.SP3.6 Construct arguments and explanations using reasoning, examples, and details from sources.
3.SP3.7 Present summaries of arguments and explanations using print, oral, and digital technologies.
3.SP4.1 Explain probable causes and effects of events.
3.SP4.2 Summarize the central claim in a secondary source.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

I can identify positive and negative reasons why people decide to save and spend money.
(3.E1.3)

incentives that influence decisions people
make to save or spend money

I can explain why a purchase is a want or a need. (3.E1.3)

supply and demand

I can identify how supply and demand affect pricing. (3.E1.3)

needs vs. wants

Supporting Questions
What are positive and negative reasons people spend money? (fines, bills, etc.)

What is demand?

What are examples of wants and needs?

How does supply and demand affect pricing?

What is supply?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Third Grade Unit 6: Arizona Geography
Compelling Question: What can we learn from the changes in Arizona maps and graphs?

Third Grade
Unit 6

Time: 3-4 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
3.SP1.1 Create and use a chronological sequence of related events to compare developments that happened at
the same time.
3.SP1.2 Compare life in specific historical time periods to life today.
3.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have impacted history.
3.SP2.1 Explain why individuals and groups have different points of view on the same event.
3.SP3.1 Develop questions about Arizona history, geography, government, and economics.
3.SP3.2 Distinguish between primary and secondary sources.

3.SP3.4 Compare information provided by various sources about Arizona.
3.SP3.5 Generate questions about multiple historical sources.
3.SP3.6 Construct arguments and explanations using reasoning, examples, and details from sources.
3.SP3.7 Present summaries of arguments and explanations using print, oral , and digital technologies.
3.SP4.1 Explain probable causes and effects of events.
3.SP4.2 Summarize the central claim in a secondary source.

3.SP3.3 Identify and use evidence that draws information from multiple sources to answer compelling questions
about Arizona.

Content Standards
3.G1.1 Use and construct maps and graphs to represent changes in Arizona
over time.

Learning Targets
I can use and create a variety of maps and graphs to compare physical features that show
changes over time in Arizona. (3.G1.1)
I can use and create a variety of maps and graphs to compare human features that show
changes over time in Arizona. (3.G1.1)
I can identify cultural characteristics of Arizona using graphs and maps. (3.G1.1)

Key Concepts/Topics
geography concepts and skills
physical features of Arizona (i.e., landforms,
climate zones, elevations, the Grand Canyon,
Mogollon Rim, Colorado River, Salt River, Gila
River)
human features of Arizona (i.e., major cities,
counties, Hoover Dam, Roosevelt Dam, state
capital)
cultural characteristics of Arizona (e.g., Arizona’s
21 Indian Nations)
Arizona plants and animals

Supporting Questions
What are the key physical features on the map?

How have Arizona’s human features changed over time?

How have Arizona’s physical features changed over time?

What are cultural features of Arizona?

What are the key human features on the map?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Third Grade Unit 7:
Arizona Movement and Change

Third Grade Unit 7

Compelling Question: How did people adapt to life in Arizona?

Time: 4 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
3.SP1.1 Create and use a chronological sequence of related events to compare developments that happened at
the same time.
3.SP1.2 Compare life in specific historical time periods to life today.
3.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have impacted history.
3.SP2.1 Explain why individuals and groups have different points of view on the same event.
3.SP3.1 Develop questions about Arizona history, geography, government, and economics.
3.SP3.2 Distinguish between primary and secondary sources.
3.SP3.3 Identify and use evidence that draws information from multiple sources to answer compelling questions
about Arizona.

Content Standards

3.SP3.4 Compare information provided by various sources about Arizona.
3.SP3.5 Generate questions about multiple historical sources.
3.SP3.6 Construct arguments and explanations using reasoning, examples, and details from sources.
3.SP3.7 Present summaries of arguments and explanations using print, oral, and digital technologies.
3.SP4.1 Explain probable causes and effects of events.
3.SP4.2 Summarize the central claim in a secondary source.

Learning Targets

3.G2.1 Explain how people modify and adapt to the Arizona environment.

I can describe how people have adapted to the Arizona environment. (3.G2.1)

3.G3.1 Describe the movement of people in and out of Arizona over time.

I can identify how people used Arizona’s natural resources to adapted to the environment.
(3.G3.1)

3.G4.1 Describe how Arizona has changed over time.
3.H3.2 Use primary and secondary sources to analyze the changes that have taken
place in Arizona which could include the use of current events.

I can describe the settlement and economic growth of Arizona over time. (3.G4.1)
I can describe major cities, major economic activities, and land uses of Arizona. (3.G4.1)

Key Concepts/Topics
how people modify and adapt to
Arizona
movement of people in and out of
Arizona over time
Arizona change over time

I can describe how Arizona has changed over time. (3.G4.1)

Supporting Questions
What adaptations have people made to living in Arizona over time?

What people have contributed to the growth of economic development in Arizona?

What modifications have early peoples such as Prehistoric-Indians, explorers, settlers, farmers, and Native
Americans used to adapt to their environment?

What people have contributed to the growth of major cities in Arizona?

What people have contributed to the growth of settlement in Arizona?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Third Grade Unit 8: Awesome Arizona
Compelling Question: What makes Arizona a great state?

Third Grade Unit 8

Time: 8 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
3.SP1.1 Create and use a chronological sequence of related events to compare developments that happened at
the same time.
3.SP1.2 Compare life in specific historical time periods to life today.
3.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have impacted history.
3.SP2.1 Explain why individuals and groups have different points of view on the same event.
3.SP3.1 Develop questions about Arizona history, geography, government, and economics.
3.SP3.2 Distinguish between primary and secondary sources.
3.SP3.3 Identify and use evidence that draws information from multiple sources to answer compelling questions
about Arizona.

Content Standards
3.H1.1 Utilize a variety of sources to construct a historical narrative exploring Arizona’s
cultures, civilizations, and innovations.
3.H2.1 Use primary and secondary sources to generate questions about the causes and
effects of conflicts and resolutions throughout Arizona’s history.

3.SP3.4 Compare information provided by various sources about Arizona.
3.SP3.5 Generate questions about multiple historical sources.
3.SP3.6 Construct arguments and explanations using reasoning, examples, and details from sources.
3.SP3.7 Present summaries of arguments and explanations using print, oral, and digital technologies.
3.SP4.1 Explain probable causes and effects of events.
3.SP4.2 Summarize the central claim in a secondary source.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

I can identify how different groups of people influenced art in Arizona. (3.H1.1)

historical narrative

I can identify how different groups of people influenced architecture in Arizona. (3.H1.1)

Arizona’s cultures and civilizations

I can identify how different groups of people influenced culture in Arizona. (3.H1.1)

Arizona’s innovations

I can identify how different groups of people influenced mining, agriculture, and innovations in
Arizona. (3.H1.1)

groups of people who have influenced
Arizona (i.e., Native Americans, Asian
Americans, explorers, settlers, trappers,
missionaries, colonizers)

I can use a variety of sources to ask questions about conflicts and resolutions throughout
Arizona’s history. (3.H2.1)
I can use primary and secondary sources to analyze the changes that have happened in Arizona.
(3.H2.1)
I can identify key events and people who led Arizona to statehood. (3.H1.1)
I can construct a historical narrative about Arizona. (3.H1.1)

conflicts and resolutions in Arizona
history
changes that have taken place in
Arizona
events leading to Arizona’s statehood

Supporting Questions
Which groups of people influenced Arizona?

What led to Arizona’s statehood?

Which groups of people influenced art in Arizona and how?

What was the cause and effect of exploration?

Which groups of people influenced architecture in Arizona and how?

What was the cause and effect of settlement?

How have groups of people influenced Arizona’s culture?

What was the cause and effect of industrialism?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Third Grade Unit 7

What are Arizona’s innovations?

What conflicts and resolutions occurred between the Native Americans and new Arizona settlers?

How have people influenced mining, agriculture, and innovations in Arizona?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
2019
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Scope and Sequence
Fourth Grade: Regions and Cultures of the Americas
Students will study the Americas using an integrated approach. Topics include the development of Mesoamerica, American Indian life, and
the impact of European exploration in the Americas. Regional settlement patterns, contributions of various cultural and ethnic groups on
the development and colonization of the Americas, as well as the cultural, political, and economic shifts in early America will be explored.
Unit #
Title
1
Mesoamerica

Critical Content
Maya, Inca, Olmec, and Aztec cultures
Physical and human characteristics of Mesoamerica
Impacts of exploration on Mesoamerican culture

Approximate Time
6 weeks

2

North American Indians

Cultural, religious, economic, and political characteristics of early American
Indians
Adaptation to environment and use of natural resources
Early trade practices

8 weeks

3

European Exploration and
Colonization

Reasons for exploration of North America
Impacts of exploration on North America
European settlements in North America
Push/pull factors for colonization in North America
Characteristics of colonial regions
• New England
• Middle
• Southern
Indentured servitude v. slavery in America
Trade routes

8 weeks

4

Conflict and Compromise of
Colonies

Colonial regions
Characteristics of American colonies
Colonial governments
Colonial trade patterns
Impacts of colonization on American Indians
Conflicts caused by colonization
Impacts of slavery on colonies

8 weeks
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Fourth Grade Unit 1: Mesoamerica

Fourth Grade Unit 1

Compelling Question: How has the Mesoamerican culture influenced what you see in our world today?

Time: 6 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
4.SP1.1 Create and use a chronological sequence of related events to compare developments that happened at
the same time.
4.SP1.2 Compare life in specific historical time periods to life today.
4.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped significant historical events.
4.SP2.1 Explain why individuals and groups during the same historical period differed in their perspectives on
issues and events.
4.SP2.2 Explain connections among historical contexts and people’s perspectives at the time.
4.SP3.1 Develop questions about events and developments in the Americas.
4.SP3.3 Generate questions about multiple sources and their relationships to events and developments in the
Americas.

Content Standards
4.H1.1 Utilizing a variety of multi-genre primary and secondary sources, construct historical
narratives about cultures, civilizations, and innovations in the Americas.
4.H2.2 Analyze the different approaches used by the Spanish, Portuguese, British, and
French in their interactions with American Indians.
4.H3.1 Examine how economic, political, and religious ideas and institutions have influenced
the development of individual rights, freedoms, and responsibilities in the Americas.
4.C1.1 Analyze civic virtues and democratic principles or lack thereof within a variety of
government structures, societies, and/or communities within the Americas.
4.G1.1 Use and construct maps and graphs to represent changes in the Americas over time.
4.G2.1 Compare the diverse ways people or groups of people have impacted, modified, or
adapted to the environment of the Americas.
4.G3.1 Explain how the location and use of resources affects human settlement and
movement.
4.G4.1 Explain the positive and negative effects of increasing economic interdependence on
distinct groups, countries, and new settlements.

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

4.SP3.4 Use information about a source including the author, date, place of origin, intended audience, and
purpose to evaluate the extent to which the source is useful for studying a topic.
4.SP3.5 Construct and present arguments and explanations using reasoning, examples, and details with relevant
information and data from multiple sources.
4.SP3.6 Present summaries of arguments and explanations using print, oral, and digital technologies.
4.SP4.1 Explain probable causes and effects of events and developments.
4.SP4.2 Summarize the central claim in a secondary work of history.
4.SP4.3 Use evidence from multiple sources to develop and communicate claims about the causes and effects of
events.

Learning Targets
I can describe the cultures of Mesoamerica. (4.H1.1, 4.G2.1)
I can describe the government and laws of Mesoamerican people. (4.H3.1, 4.C1.1)
I can create a map of the location of Mesoamerican cultures. (4.G1.1)
I can explain why explorers came to Mesoamerica. (4.G3.1, 4.H2.2)
I can explain how the European settlers impacted the Mesoamericans. (4.G2.1, 4.G4.1,
4.H2.2)
I can describe the routes European explorers took through Mesoamerica. (4.G1.1, 4.G3.1)

Key Concepts/Topics
Maya, Inca, Olmec, and Aztec
cultures
polytheism
sacrifices
pyramids
social hierarchy
mapping skills (i.e., longitude,
latitude, cardinal directions,
continents, oceans, four
hemispheres)
agriculture of Mesoamerica
impacts of European explorers and
settlers on the Mesoamericans
Explorers (i.e., Christopher Columbus,
Francisco Coronado, Vasco de Gama,
Francisco Pizarro, Ferdinand
Magellan)

MPS Social Sciences Curriculum Guide • Governing Board Approved Oct. 2019

50

Fourth Grade Unit 1

Supporting Questions
What is Mesoamerica?

How did European explorers impact Mesoamerica?

How are the cultures of Mesoamericans similar and different?

From which countries or regions did the explorers of Mesoamerica originate?

How did Mesoamericans worship?

Where did the explorers travel through Mesoamerica?

What was the social structure and government like in Mesoamerica?

What type of agriculture did Mesoamerican cultures have?

What prompted exploration of Mesoamerica?

How did the environment of Mesoamerica impact their culture?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Fourth Grade Unit 2:
North American Indians

Fourth Grade Unit 2

Compelling Question: What shaped early American Indian culture?

Time: 8 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
4.SP1.1 Create and use a chronological sequence of related events to compare developments that happened at
the same time.
4.SP1.2 Compare life in specific historical time periods to life today.
4.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped significant historical events.
4.SP2.1 Explain why individuals and groups during the same historical period differed in their perspectives on
issues and events.
4.SP2.2 Explain connections among historical contexts and people’s perspectives at the time.
4.SP3.1 Develop questions about events and developments in the Americas.
4.SP3.3 Generate questions about multiple sources and their relationships to events and developments in the
Americas.

Content Standards

4.SP3.4 Use information about a source including the author, date, place of origin, intended audience, and
purpose to evaluate the extent to which the source is useful for studying a topic.
4.SP3.5 Construct and present arguments and explanations using reasoning, examples, and details with relevant
information and data from multiple sources.
4.SP3.6 Present summaries of arguments and explanations using print, oral, and digital technologies.
4.SP4.1 Explain probable causes and effects of events and developments.
4.SP4.2 Summarize the central claim in a secondary work of history.
4.SP4.3 Use evidence from multiple sources to develop and communicate claims about the causes and effects of
events.

Learning Targets

4.H1.1 Utilizing a variety of multi-genre primary and secondary sources, construct
historical narratives about cultures, civilizations, and innovations in the Americas.

I can use primary and secondary sources to identify North American Indian cultures. (4.H1.1,
4.H3.1)

4.H3.1 Examine how economic, political, and religious ideas and institutions have
influenced the development of individual rights, freedoms, and responsibilities in the
Americas.

I can explain the new ideas and innovations created by the American Indians that helped
develop their cultures. (4.H1.1)

4.G1.1 Use and construct maps and graphs to represent changes in the Americas over
time.
4.G2.1 Compare the diverse ways people or groups of people have impacted, modified, or
adapted to the environment of the Americas.
4.G3.1 Explain how the location and use of resources affects human settlement and
movement.

I can create a map to represent the movement of early indigenous people throughout North
America. (4.G1.1)
I can describe how the American Indians used resources from their environment to
survive. (4.G2.1)
I can explain why some American Indian tribes settled and why others were nomadic. (4.G3.1)

Key Concepts/Topics
American Indians (i.e., Southwest,
Pacific Northwest, Great Plains,
Eastern Woodland)
Economic, political, and religious
beliefs of early American Indians
Canals
Irrigation
Trading/Bartering
Dwelling types
Farming techniques
Trade routes
Settlement maps
Nomadic lifestyle
Agrarian lifestyle

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Supporting Questions
What were the similarities and differences between early American Indian cultures?

What type of economic systems did early North American Indians use? (bartering, trading, etc.)

How did the environment impact cultures of early North American Indians?

How did the settlement of American Indian tribes change the landscape of America?

What religious beliefs did early North American Indians practice?

What is the difference between a nomadic and an agrarian tribe?

What type of social hierarchy did early North American Indians use?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Fourth Grade Unit 3:
European Exploration and Colonization
Compelling Question: What impact does exploration and expansion have on cultures?

Fourth Grade Unit 3

Time: 8 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
4.SP1.1 Create and use a chronological sequence of related events to compare developments that happened at
the same time.
4.SP1.2 Compare life in specific historical time periods to life today.
4.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped significant historical events.
4.SP2.1 Explain why individuals and groups during the same historical period differed in their perspectives on
issues and events.
4.SP2.2 Explain connections among historical contexts and people’s perspectives at the time.
4.SP3.1 Develop questions about events and developments in the Americas.
4.SP3.3 Generate questions about multiple sources and their relationships to events and developments in the
Americas.

Content Standards

4.SP3.4 Use information about a source including the author, date, place of origin, intended audience, and
purpose to evaluate the extent to which the source is useful for studying a topic.
4.SP3.5 Construct and present arguments and explanations using reasoning, examples, and details with relevant
information and data from multiple sources.
4.SP3.6 Present summaries of arguments and explanations using print, oral, and digital technologies.
4.SP4.1 Explain probable causes and effects of events and developments.
4.SP4.2 Summarize the central claim in a secondary work of history.
4.SP4.3 Use evidence from multiple sources to develop and communicate claims about the causes and effects of
events.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

4.H1.1 Utilizing a variety of multi-genre primary and secondary sources, construct historical
narratives about cultures, civilizations, and innovations in the Americas.

I can explain the reasons for the European exploration and colonization of North America.
(4.H1.1, 4.G3.1)

North American Indian tribes after
European exploration

4.H2.2 Analyze the different approaches used by the Spanish, Portuguese, British, and
French in their interactions with American Indians.

I can describe the changes caused by European exploration in North America. (4.H2.2 )

slavery in North America

I can describe how the Spanish, Portuguese, British, and French interacted with American
Indians. (4.H2.2, 4.H3.1)

cause and effect of European
colonization in North America

I can create questions about the different views European Settlers and the American Indians
held regarding land usage. (4.G2.1)

property ownership and land use
between European settlers and
American Indians

4.H3.1 Examine how economic, political, and religious ideas and institutions have
influenced the development of individual rights, freedoms, and responsibilities in the
Americas.
4.E2.1 Examine concepts of scarcity, choice, opportunity cost, and risk.
4.G1.1 Use and construct maps and graphs to represent changes in the Americas over time.
4.G2.1 Compare the diverse ways people or groups of people have impacted, modified, or
adapted to the environment of the Americas.
4.G3.1 Explain how the location and use of resources affects human settlement and
movement.
4.G4.1 Explain the positive and negative effects of increasing economic interdependence on
district groups, countries, and new settlements.

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

I can create a map showing European settlements and different American Indian
tribes. (4.G1.1)

I can explain how North American colonies were formed. (4.G2.1, 4.G4.1)

cultural shifts among American
Indians due to European settlement
(e.g., religion, individual rights,
movement)

I can explain trading practices between tribes and colonists. (4.E2.1, 4.G4.1)

European colonies in North America

I can describe the impact slavery had on North American colonies. (4.H3.1)

trade between American Indians and
European settlers

I can create a timeline of European exploration in the Americas. (4.G1.1)
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Supporting Questions
Why did Spain and Portugal explore the New World?

What impact did slavery have on the New World?

Why did England and France explore the New World?

Where were European settlements and colonies located?

What were the push/pull factors that influenced colonization?

How did the European settlements and colonies affect the location of the American Indian tribes?

What difficulties did the first European settlers face?

What different views on property ownership were held by American Indians and European settlers?

How well were the Europeans received by the Native cultures?

What was the impact of European settlement on American Indian culture?

What conflicts and opportunities were created when explorers started to arrive?
Why were slaves brought to the Americas?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Fourth Grade Unit 4:
Conflict and Compromise of Colonization

Fourth Grade Unit 4

Compelling Question: Was colonization good or bad for America?

Time: 8 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
4.SP1.1 Create and use a chronological sequence of related events to compare developments that happened at
the same time.
4.SP1.2 Compare life in specific historical time periods to life today.
4.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped significant historical events.
4.SP2.1 Explain why individuals and groups during the same historical period differed in their perspectives on
issues and events.
4.SP2.2 Explain connections among historical contexts and people’s perspectives at the time.
4.SP3.1 Develop questions about events and developments in the Americas.
4.SP3.3 Generate questions about multiple sources and their relationships to events and developments in the
Americas.

Content Standards
4.C1.1 Analyze civic virtues and democratic principles or lack thereof within a variety
of government structures, societies, and/or communities within the Americas.
4.C2.1 Use primary and secondary sources to generate questions about the concepts
and ideas such as liberty, justice, equality, and individual rights.
4.E2.1 Examine concepts of scarcity, choice, opportunity cost, and risk.
4.E3.1 Compare different industries, occupations, and resources as well as different
forms of income earned or received that have shaped the Americas.
4.G4.1 Explain the positive and negative effects of increasing economic
interdependence on district groups, countries, and new settlements.
4.G2.1 Compare the diverse ways people or groups of people have impacted, modified,
or adapted to the environment of the Americas.
4.G1.1 Use and construct maps and graphs to represent changes in the Americas over
time.
4.G3.1 Explain how the location and use of resources affects human settlement and
movement.

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

4.SP3.4 Use information about a source including the author, date, place of origin, intended audience, and
purpose to evaluate the extent to which the source is useful for studying a topic.
4.SP3.5 Construct and present arguments and explanations using reasoning, examples, and details with relevant
information and data from multiple sources.
4.SP3.6 Present summaries of arguments and explanations using print, oral, and digital technologies.
4.SP4.1 Explain probable causes and effects of events and developments.
4.SP4.2 Summarize the central claim in a secondary work of history.
4.SP4.3 Use evidence from multiple sources to develop and communicate claims about the causes and effects of
events.

Learning Targets
I can describe the different governments of the American colonies. (4.C1.1)
I can compare a royal government to a democratic government. (4.C1.1)
I can explain the benefits of a democratic society. ( 4.C1.1)
I can identify civic virtues. (4.C1.1, 4.C2.1)
I can describe the difference between indentured servitude and slavery. (4.C2.1, 4.E2.1)
I can explain how the Mayflower Compact influenced colonial government. (4.C1.1, 4.C2.1, 4.H3.1)
I can explain the importance of the religious freedom for the Pilgrims. (4.C2.1)
I can describe how natural resources and climate shaped American colonies. (4.E2.1, 4.G2.1, 4.G3.1)
I can use and construct a map to represent changes in colonial America. (4.G1.1)
I can describe what life was like in early colonial times for different groups of people. (4.H1.1)

Key Concepts/Topics
government structure (i.e., property
ownership and land use,
representative assemblies and
meetings, colonial legislature, royal
government, civic virtues, House of
Burgesses)
slavery
slave trade
indentured servitude
Mayflower Compact
religious freedom

I can compare and contrast different colonial regions in North America. (4.G2.1)

human and physical features of the
American colonies

I can explain how trade affected the American colonies. (4.G4.1, 4.E3.1, 4.E2.1)

characteristics of American colonies
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4.H1.1 Utilizing a variety of multi-genre primary and secondary sources, construct
historical narratives about cultures, civilizations, and innovations in the Americas.

I can describe the relationships between European settlers, American Indians, and Africans in North
America during colonization. (4.H2.1)

trade routes (i.e., triangular trade,
Columbian exchange)

4.H2.1 Describe the cycles of conflict and compromise that occurred in the Americas
during the convergence of Europeans, American Indians, and Africans in the Americas
before and after European exploration.

I can explain how colonial governments influenced the future constitutional government of the
United States. (4.H3.1)

French and Indian War
Colonial conflicts

I can trace the conflicts that led to unrest in the colonies. (4.H1.1, 4.H2.1, 4.H3.1)

4.H3.1 Examine how economic, political, and religious ideas and institutions have
influenced the development of individual rights, freedoms, and responsibilities in the
Americas.

Supporting Questions
What makes a democratic government?

Why was indentured servitude and slavery present in the colonies?

What did it mean to be a royal colony?

How did the slave trade work?

What types of government structure did the colonies have?

What were the trading patterns within the colonies?

What is the Mayflower Compact and why was it important?

What were the characteristics of each North American colony?

What conflicts were created by North American colonization?

Compare and contrast the relationships of the colonists, Native Americans, and slaves in North America?

What are the differences and similarities between indentured servants and slaves?

What events led to unrest in the colonies?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Scope and Sequence
Fifth Grade: United States Studies
Students will understand the history of the United States using an integrated approach. Topics include events leading to the
American Revolution, westward expansion and growth of the United States, and events of the Civil War and Reconstruction,
continuing through the growth of industry and urban America in the early 1900s. The creation of the United States Constitution,
responsibilities of citizenship, and the American political system will also be investigated.
Unit #
Title
1
American Revolution

Critical Content
Causes of Revolution
Declaration of Independence
Key People of the Revolution
War

Approximate Time
5 weeks

2

Creating a New Nation

Founding Documents
Articles of Confederation
Federalist Papers
Founding Fathers

Continental Congress
Creation of United States Constitution
Structure of Government

4 weeks

3

Westward Expansion

Geographical Regions
Louisiana Purchase
Lewis and Clark

Native Americans
Manifest Destiny
Immigration

4 weeks

4

Civil War

Slavery
Secession
Emancipation Proclamation
President Lincoln

5 weeks

5

Reconstruction Period

13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments

3 weeks

6

Industrial Revolution and
Urbanization

Immigration
Fossil Fuels

3 weeks

7

Early 20th Century

Suffrage Movement
Immigration
Segregation
Civils Rights Movement

4 weeks
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Fifth Grade Unit 1: American Revolution

Fifth Grade Unit 1

Compelling Question: What made the colonists want to rebel?

Time: 5 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
5.SP1.1 Create and use a chronological sequence of related events to compare developments that happened at
the same time.
5.SP1.2 Explain how events of the past affect students’ lives and society.
5.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped significant historical changes and
continuities.
5.SP2.1 Explain why individuals and groups during the same historical period differed in their perspectives.
5.SP3.1 Develop compelling and supporting questions about the United States that are open to different
interpretations.
5.SP3.2 Use distinctions among fact and opinion to determine the credibility of multiple sources.
5.SP3.3 Compare information provided by multiple sources about events and developments in the United States.

Content Standards
5.H2.1 Use primary and secondary sources to summarize the causes and effects of
conflicts, resolutions, and social movements throughout the historical timeframe.
5.E2.1 Compare the benefits and costs of individual choices within the context of key
historical events.
5.E4.1 Describe how government decisions on taxation, spending, protections, and
regulation affected the national economy during the time-period being studied.
5.C2.1 Explain how a democracy relies on people’s responsible participation within
the context of key historical events pre-American Revolution to Industrialization.

5.SP3.4 Infer the intended audience and purpose of a source from information within the source itself.
5.SP3.5 Use information about a historical source including the author, date, place of origin, intended audience,
and purpose to judge the extent to which the source is useful for studying a topic and evaluate the credibility of
the source.
5.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources.
5.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, and details with
relevant information and data.
5.SP4.1 Explain probable causes and effects of events and developments in United States history from the
revolutionary period to the rise of industry and urbanization.
5.SP4.2 Use evidence to develop a claim about the past.
5.SP4.3 Summarize the central claim in a secondary source.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

I can create a sequence of related events leading up to the Revolutionary War. (5.H2.1, 5.SP2.1)

events that led to revolution (i.e., French
and Indian War, Intolerable Acts, the
Stamp Act, Boston Tea Party, Proclamation
of 1763, Boston Massacre)

I can explain the causes and effects of the American Revolution. (5.SP4.2, 5.SP3.3, 5.SP2.2,
5.H2.1, 5.E2.1)
I can explain the contributions of the Founding Fathers to the Declaration of Independence.
(5.E2.1, 5.SP2.1)

loyalists and patriots

I can describe the economic costs and benefits for the colonies to engage in war with England.
(5.E2.1, 5.SP4.2)

purpose of Declaration of Independence
and the roles of the key people of the
Revolution

I can explain why the participation of citizens is a key element of democracy. (5.C2.1)

effects of declaring war on England
Sons of Liberty
key battles of the Revolutionary War (e.g.,
Lexington and Concord, Saratoga,
Yorktown)
key people of the Revolutionary War (e.g.,
General Washington, Samuel Adams,
Benjamin Franklin, King George III, Patrick
Henry)

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Supporting Questions
How did the colonists feel about the new tax laws (e.g., Stamp Tax, Tea Tax)?
Why should the colonists have to pay for the French and Indian War?
What was so unjust about the Quartering Act, Proclamation Act, etc.?
Why did the colonists not respect the authority of the king?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

Are there any present day situations that are comparable to the relationship between the loyalists and the
colonists?
What obstacles did the Patriots face?
What were the strengths and weaknesses of both sides?
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Fifth Grade Unit 2: Creating a New Nation

Fifth Grade Unit 2

Compelling Question: Why does a country need rules?

Time: 4 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
5.SP1.1 Create and use a chronological sequence of related events to compare developments that happened at
the same time.
5.SP1.2 Explain how events of the past affect students’ lives and society.
5.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped significant historical changes and
continuities.
5.SP2.1 Explain why individuals and groups during the same historical period differed in their perspectives.
5.SP3.1 Develop compelling and supporting questions about the United States that are open to different
interpretations.
5.SP3.2 Use distinctions among fact and opinion to determine the credibility of multiple sources.
5.SP3.3 Compare information provided by multiple sources about events and developments in the United States.

Content Standards
5.C3.1 Describe the origins, functions, and structure of the United States Constitution
and the three branches of government.
5.C4.1 Using primary and secondary sources to examine historical and contemporary
means of changing society through laws and policies in order to address public
problems.
5.C4.2 Use a range of deliberative and democratic procedures to make decisions
about and act on issues and civic problems in their classrooms and schools.

5.SP3.4 Infer the intended audience and purpose of a source from information within the source itself.
5.SP3.5 Use information about a historical source including the author, date, place of origin, intended audience,
and purpose to judge the extent to which the source is useful for studying a topic and evaluate the credibility of
the source.
5.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources.
5.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, and details with
relevant information and data.
5.SP4.1 Explain probable causes and effects of events and developments in United States history from the
revolutionary period to the rise of industry and urbanization.
5.SP4.2 Use evidence to develop a claim about the past.
5.SP4.3 Summarize the central claim in a secondary source.

Learning Targets

Articles of Confederation

I can describe strengths and weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation. (5.C3.1, 5.SP4.1)

historical and philosophical influences on the
United States Constitution (i.e., Greece, Rome,
John Locke, Magna Carta)

I can identify and define the three branches of government and describe the various roles
and responsibilities of each. (5.C3.1, 5.SP3.1)
I can explain the Preamble, seven articles, and amendments of the United States
Constitution. (5.C3.1, 5.SP3.1)
I can explain the benefits and responsibilities of the checks and balances system provided by
the three branches of government. (5.C3.1, 5.SP3.1)
I can use primary and secondary sources to help me understand the key concepts in the
Declaration of Independence and the United States Constitution. (5.C4.1)
I can explain the necessity and purpose of the Declaration of Independence and the United
States Constitution. (5.C4.1)
I can use democratic procedures and civic virtues identified in the Declaration of
Independence and United States Constitution to solve problem in my community. (5.C4.2)

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

Key Concepts/Topics

I can describe the major influences on the United States Constitution. (5.C3.1, 5.SP4.1)

Federalist Papers
Federalists vs. Anti-federalists
Hamilton and Jefferson
Constitutional Convention (i.e., debates,
compromises, ratifications)
The United States Constitution (i.e., Preamble,
7 Articles, Amendments)
three branches of United States government
Bill of Rights
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Supporting Questions
What impact did the Ancient Greeks and Romans have on our Constitution?

Did the Articles of Confederation provide a foundation for our government?

How did John Locke’s ideas influence the United States Constitution?

What was the purpose for the Bill of Rights?

What were the problems of the Articles of Confederation?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Fifth Grade Unit 3: Westward Expansion

Fifth Grade Unit 3

Compelling Question: What challenges does an expanding country face?

Time: 4 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
5.SP1.1 Create and use a chronological sequence of related events to compare developments that happened at
the same time.
5.SP1.2 Explain how events of the past affect students’ lives and society.
5.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped significant historical changes and
continuities.
5.SP2.1 Explain why individuals and groups during the same historical period differed in their perspectives.
5.SP3.1 Develop compelling and supporting questions about the United States that are open to different
interpretations.
5.SP3.2 Use distinctions among fact and opinion to determine the credibility of multiple sources.
5.SP3.3 Compare information provided by multiple sources about events and developments in the United States.

Content Standards
5.H4.1 Use primary and secondary sources to describe how diverse groups (racial, ethnic,
class, gender, regional, immigrant and migrant) shaped the United States’ multicultural
society within the historical timeframe.
5G1.1 Use and construct maps and graphs to represent changes in the United States.
5.G3.1 Use key historical events with geographic tools to analyze the causes and effects of
environmental and technological events on human settlements and migration.

5.SP3.4 Infer the intended audience and purpose of a source from information within the source itself.
5.SP3.5 Use information about a historical source including the author, date, place of origin, intended audience,
and purpose to judge the extent to which the source is useful for studying a topic and evaluate the credibility of
the source.
5.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources.
5.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, and details with
relevant information and data.
5.SP4.1 Explain probable causes and effects of events and developments in United States history from the
revolutionary period to the rise of industry and urbanization.
5.SP4.2 Use evidence to develop a claim about the past.
5.SP4.3 Summarize the central claim in a secondary source.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

I can define and explain Manifest Destiny. (5.G3.1)

Lewis and Clark

I can explain the causes and effects of Westward Expansion. (5.G3.1)

Westward Expansion (i.e., Louisiana
Purchase, Texas Annexation, MexicanAmerican War, acquisition of Oregon,
Gadsden Purchase, Transcontinental
Railroad)

I can describe the consequences of territorial expansions on other cultures such as Native
Americans and Mexicans. (5.G3.1)
I can use maps and graphs to explain how the United States changed due to Westward
Expansion. (5G1.1)

Manifest Destiny
Monroe Doctrine
Compromise of 1850
regions of the United States
physical features
human features (i.e., locations of major
events, growth and expansion)
cotton gin and steam engine

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Supporting Questions
What led to American expansion?

What kinds of people were living in the west when settlers arrived?

What problems came with moving west?

What was it like to settle in new lands?

How did Americans feel about expansion in the 19th century?

What technologies helped Westward Expansion?

What were the events that led to the acquisition of the Louisiana Purchase, Oregon Country, Florida, Texas, and
the Mexican Cession?

What was the impact of the Transcontinental Railroad?

How were each of the territories acquired?

What was the impact of steam engines on expansion?
What effect did Westward Expansion have on Native Americans?

What geographic impact did western movement have on other cultures?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Fifth Grade Unit 4: Civil War

Fifth Grade Unit 4

Compelling Question: Why would a country fight with itself?

Time: 5 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
5.SP1.1 Create and use a chronological sequence of related events to compare developments that happened at
the same time.
5.SP1.2 Explain how events of the past affect students’ lives and society.
5.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped significant historical changes and
continuities.
5.SP2.1 Explain why individuals and groups during the same historical period differed in their perspectives.
5.SP3.1 Develop compelling and supporting questions about the United States that are open to different
interpretations.
5.SP3.2 Use distinctions among fact and opinion to determine the credibility of multiple sources.
5.SP3.3 Compare information provided by multiple sources about events and developments in the United States.

Content Standards
5.H2.1 Use primary and secondary sources to summarize the causes and effects of conflicts,
resolutions, and social movements throughout the historical timeframe.
5.E2.1 Compare the benefits and costs of individual choices within the context of key
historical events.
5.E5.1 Generate questions to explain how trade leads to increasing economic interdependence
on different nations.
5.G1.1 Use and construct maps and graphs to represent changes in the United States.
5.C4.1 Using primary and secondary sources to examine historical and contemporary means
of changing society through laws and policies in order to address public problems.

5.SP3.4 Infer the intended audience and purpose of a source from information within the source itself.
5.SP3.5 Use information about a historical source including the author, date, place of origin, intended audience,
and purpose to judge the extent to which the source is useful for studying a topic and evaluate the credibility of
the source.
5.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources.
5.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, and details with
relevant information and data.
5.SP4.1 Explain probable causes and effects of events and developments in United States history from the
revolutionary period to the rise of industry and urbanization.
5.SP4.2 Use evidence to develop a claim about the past.
5.SP4.3 Summarize the central claim in a secondary source.

Learning Targets
I can analyze the impact of slavery on society during the 1800s. (5.E2.1, 5.H2.1)
I can explain the point of view of both the North and South. (5.H2.1, 5.SP4.1)
I can explain why the South seceded from the Union. (5.SP.1.3, 5.H2.1)
I can summarize the causes and effects of the Civil War. (5.SP4.1, 5.H2.1)
I can describe the impact of the Emancipation Proclamation on the war. (5.SP2.1, 5.H2.1)
I can explain the importance of Abraham Lincoln on the outcome of the Civil War.
(5.SP2.1, 5.C4.1)
I can explain the triangular trade and its economic costs and benefits to all parties
involved. (5.SP.1.3, 5.SP1.2, 5.E2.1)

Key Concepts/Topics
differences between the North and
South
slavery
abolitionists
Underground Railroad
Battle of Missouri Compromise
Compromise of 1850
election and presidency of Abraham
Lincoln
The Confederacy
secession
Civil War
Gettysburg
Emancipation Proclamation

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Supporting Questions
Why did the South secede from the Union?

Why did Congress pass the Fugitive Slave Law?

What was the Missouri Compromise?

Who was Abraham Lincoln and what did he do?

What were the causes of the Civil War?

What was the Emancipation Proclamation?

Why did the North and South disagree about slavery?

How did the Emancipation Proclamation affect the war?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Fifth Grade Unit 5: Reconstruction Period

Fifth Grade Unit 5

Compelling Question: How did our country change after the Civil War?

Time: 3 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
5.SP1.1 Create and use a chronological sequence of related events to compare developments that happened at
the same time.
5.SP1.2 Explain how events of the past affect students’ lives and society.
5.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped significant historical changes and
continuities.
5.SP2.1 Explain why individuals and groups during the same historical period differed in their perspectives.
5.SP3.1 Develop compelling and supporting questions about the United States that are open to different
interpretations.
5.SP3.2 Use distinctions among fact and opinion to determine the credibility of multiple sources.
5.SP3.3 Compare information provided by multiple sources about events and developments in the United States.

Content Standards

5.SP3.4 Infer the intended audience and purpose of a source from information within the source itself.
5.SP3.5 Use information about a historical source including the author, date, place of origin, intended audience,
and purpose to judge the extent to which the source is useful for studying a topic and evaluate the credibility of
the source.
5.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources.
5.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, and details with
relevant information and data.
5.SP4.1 Explain probable causes and effects of events and developments in United States history from the
revolutionary period to the rise of industry and urbanization.
5.SP4.2 Use evidence to develop a claim about the past.
5.SP4.3 Summarize the central claim in a secondary source.

Learning Targets

5.H2.1 Use primary and secondary sources to summarize the causes and effects of
conflicts, resolutions, and social movements throughout the historical timeframe.

I can describe the different efforts to rebuild the South after the Civil War. (5.H2.1,
5.SP.4.1)

5.C4.1 Using primary and secondary sources to examine historical and contemporary
means of changing society through laws and policies in order to address public problems.

I can explain why southern states were unwilling to give full rights to former slaves.
(5.H2.1, 5.SP.4.1)
I can explain the challenges in rebuilding a nation. (5.SP4.1, 5.C4.1)
I can explain the importance of Amendments 13, 14, and 15. (5.C4.1, 5.SP.4.1)
I can define Jim Crow Laws in the South. (5.C4.1, 5.SP.3)
I can describe the process of ratification of Amendments 13, 14, and 15. (5.C3.1, 5.SP4.1)
I can describe how the outcome of the Civil War affected former slaves. (5.H2.1, 5.SP.4.1)

Key Concepts/Topics
rebuilding our nation after war
different Reconstruction plans (i.e., Lincoln,
Johnson, Republicans)
Emancipation
Abraham Lincoln’s assassination
unifying our nation
Jim Crow Laws
sharecroppers
notable African American contributors, (e.g.,
Booker T. Washington, Frederick Douglas,
Sojourner Truth, Harriet Tubman, John R.
Lynch, Hiram R. Revels)
40 acres and a mule
Amendments 13, 14, 15

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Supporting Questions
What were some of the efforts to rebuild the South?

What were some of the challenges in reunifying the nation?

What were some of the reasons many people in the southern states were unwilling to give former slaves full
citizenship?

What was the significance of Amendments 13, 14, and 15?
Compare and contrast the different plans for Reconstruction.

How did Lincoln’s assassination affect the country?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Fifth Grade Unit 6:
Industrial Revolution and Urbanization

Fifth Grade Unit 6

Compelling Question: How did technology change the way people lived?

Time: 3 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
5.SP1.1 Create and use a chronological sequence of related events to compare developments that happened at
the same time.
5.SP1.2 Explain how events of the past affect students’ lives and society.
5.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped significant historical changes and
continuities.
5.SP2.1 Explain why individuals and groups during the same historical period differed in their perspectives.
5.SP3.1 Develop compelling and supporting questions about the United States that are open to different
interpretations.
5.SP3.2 Use distinctions among fact and opinion to determine the credibility of multiple sources.
5.SP3.3 Compare information provided by multiple sources about events and developments in the United States.

Content Standards
5.E3.1 Develop an understanding of the characteristics of entrepreneurship within a market
economy and apply these characteristics to individuals during the time period studied.
5.E1.1 Give examples of financial risks that individuals and households face within the
context of the time period studied.
5.H4.1 Use primary and secondary sources to describe how different groups (racial, ethnic,
class, gender, regional, immigrant and migrant) shaped the United States’ multicultural
society within the historical time frame.
5.G1.1 Use and construct maps and graphs to represent changes in the United States.
5.G2.1 Describe how natural and human-caused changes to habitats or climate can impact
our world.
5.G3.1 Use key historical events with geographic tools to analyze the causes and effects of
environmental and technological events on human settlements and migration.
5.E4.2 Analyze how agriculture, new industries, innovative technologies, changes in
transportation, and labor impacted the national economy including productivity, supply and
demand, and price during the time period being studied.

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

5.SP3.4 Infer the intended audience and purpose of a source from information within the source itself.
5.SP3.5 Use information about a historical source including the author, date, place of origin, intended audience,
and purpose to judge the extent to which the source is useful for studying a topic and evaluate the credibility of
the source.
5.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources.
5.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, and details with
relevant information and data.
5.SP4.1 Explain probable causes and effects of events and developments in United States history from the
revolutionary period to the rise of industry and urbanization.
5.SP4.2 Use evidence to develop a claim about the past.
5.SP4.3 Summarize the central claim in a secondary source.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

I can describe entrepreneurship during the Industrial Age. (5.E.3.1, 5.SP.2)

capitalism

I can describe characteristics of important individuals during the industrial period
(e.g., Watt, Rockefeller, Carnegie, Tesla, Edison, Bell, Ford, Vanderbilt). (5.E3.1, 5.SP.2.1)

entrepreneurs

I can describe protections and regulations that impacted the economy during the
Industrial Age. (5.E4.1)
I can describe how immigrants shaped society in the Industrial Age. (5.H4.1)
I can describe how the Industrial Age affected the environment. (5.G2.1)
I can make a map or graph to represent the changes in demographics in cities and rural
areas during the Industrial Age. (5.G1.1)

development of global trade
development of technology
immigrants
industrialism (mass production)
urbanization
poor working conditions

I can explain how industrialism affected urbanization. (5.G1.1)

worker’s rights

I can analyze how innovative technologies, new industries, and changes in
transportation impacted the national economy. (5.E4.2)

spur of invention (i.e., electricity,
railroads, agricultural advancements,
assembly lines, oil)
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Supporting Questions
What is entrepreneurship?

Why were labor unions formed?

Why did the Industrial Revolution happen?

How did business owners treat their employees?

Why is this period called the Industrial Revolution?

Describe life in factory towns.

What were some of the major inventions in the Industrial Age?

What is capitalism?

Who were some of the inventors from this period?

How does capitalism work?

How did immigrants play a part in the Industrial Age?

Why did people move to the cities?

What were factory conditions like?

How did the Industrial Age affect the environment?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Fifth Grade Unit 7: Early 20th Century

Fifth Grade Unit 7

Compelling Question: What helped shape America in the 20th Century?

Time: 4 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
5.SP1.1 Create and use a chronological sequence of related events to compare developments that happened at
the same time.
5.SP1.2 Explain how events of the past affect students’ lives and society.
5.SP1.3 Generate questions about individuals and groups who have shaped significant historical changes and
continuities.
5.SP2.1 Explain why individuals and groups during the same historical period differed in their perspectives.
5.SP3.1 Develop compelling and supporting questions about the United States that are open to different
interpretations.
5.SP3.2 Use distinctions among fact and opinion to determine the credibility of multiple sources.
5.SP3.3 Compare information provided by multiple sources about events and developments in the United States.

Content Standards
5.H4.1 Use primary and secondary sources to describe how different groups (racial,
ethnic, class, gender, regional, immigrant and migrant) shaped the United States’
multicultural society within the historical timeframe.
5.H2.1 Use primary and secondary sources to summarize the causes and effects of
conflicts, resolutions, and social movements throughout the historical timeframe.
5.G3.1 Use key historical events with geographic tools to analyze the causes and effects
of environmental and technological events on human settlements and migration.
5.G4.1 Describe how economic activities, natural phenomena, and human-made events
in one place or region are impacted by interactions with nearby and distant places or
regions.
5.C2.1 Explain how a democracy relies on people’s responsible participation within the
context of key historical events pre-American Revolution to Industrialization.
5.E4.1 Describe how government decisions on taxation, spending, protections, and
regulation affected the national economy during the time-period being studied.

5.SP3.4 Infer the intended audience and purpose of a source from information within the source itself.
5.SP3.5 Use information about a historical source including the author, date, place of origin, intended audience,
and purpose to judge the extent to which the source is useful for studying a topic and evaluate the credibility of
the source.
5.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources.
5.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, and details with
relevant information and data.
5.SP4.1 Explain probable causes and effects of events and developments in United States history from the
revolutionary period to the rise of industry and urbanization.
5.SP4.2 Use evidence to develop a claim about the past.
5.SP4.3 Summarize the central claim in a secondary source.

Learning Targets
I can explain the events in the 20th century that dramatically changed the United States.
(5.SP3.3, 5.G3.1)
I can list important inventions and explain how they led to changes in growth in the
United States. (5.G3.1)
I can explain how World War I changed the United States’ relationship with the rest of the
world. (5.H2.1, 5.SP1.2)
I can explain how the Great Depression changed our nation and its economy through the
creation of government programs (e.g., social security). (5.E4.1, 5.SP1.2)
I can describe the impact the Dust Bowl and the stock market crash had on economics in
the United States. (5.E4.1, SP1.2)
I can explain the contributions of the key women that led to the 19th Amendment.
(5.SP1.2, 5.H4.1)
I can explain the changes in the United States after World War II. (5.G3.1, 5.H2.1)
I can describe the changes in world power between the United States and the Soviet
Union. (5.G4.1, 5.SP4.2)

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

Key Concepts/Topics
Civil Rights Movement
inventions (e.g., air conditioning, radio and
television, insulin and penicillin, jet
engines and helicopters, nuclear bombs,
computers)
labor rights
Suffrage Movement (i.e., 19th Amendment
1919, Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady
Stanton, Lucy Stone)
Cold War
Great Depression
Information Age
Women during the early 20th century (e.g.,
Jeannette Rankin, Hattie Wyatt Caraway,
Amelia Earhart, Eleanor Roosevelt)
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I can describe the Civil Rights Movement and the changes in society. (5.SP1.1, 5.H2.1)

World War I
World War II

Supporting Questions
What were the major changes in America in the 20th century?

Why did the Great Depression happen?

What inventions changed the lives of everyone?

What happened for the United States to involve itself in World War II?

How did the United States get involved in World War I?

What changed in United States after World War II?

How did the Women’s Suffrage movement start?

Why did the Civil Rights Movement start?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Scope and Sequence
Sixth Grade: Global Studies: World Regions and Cultures of the Eastern Hemisphere
The content will be viewed through geographic and historical lenses. Students will understand the cultural, religious, economic,
and political systems of selected societies in the world through a historical approach from early civilizations to the Renaissance and
Reformation periods. Topics include the development of early civilizations, development of world religions, characteristics and
contributions of the classical civilizations, growth of trade networks, and innovations and accomplishments of the Renaissance and
Reformation.
Unit #
Title
1
Early Civilizations

2

Empires

3

Middle Ages

4

Renaissance and Reformation

Hunters and Gatherers
Mesopotamia
Nile River Valley
Egyptian
Greek
Roman

Critical Content
Indus River Valley
Yellow River Valley

Medieval Europe
Medieval Japan
Middle Ages in Middle East and East
Feudal System
Origins
Accomplishments and Contributions
Geographic Diffusions
Traditional economic systems
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Approximate Time
8 weeks

Persian
Indian
Chinese

12 weeks

Manorialism
Guilds
Taxation systems

4 weeks

Guilds
Taxation systems
Coerced labor

8 weeks
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Sixth Grade Unit 1: Early Civilizations
Compelling Question: What are the advantages of working and living together?

Sixth Grade Unit
1

Time: 8 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
6.SP1.1 Examine ways that historians and social scientists know about the past.
6.SP1.2 Analyze connections among events and developments in various geographic and cultural contexts.
6.SP1.3 Classify a series of historical events and developments as examples of change and/or continuity.
6.SP1.4 Evaluate the significance of past events and their effect on students’ lives and society.
6.SP2.1 Explain how and why perspectives of people have changed throughout different historical eras.
6.SP2.2 Analyze how people’s perspective influenced what information is available in the historical sources they
created.
6.SP3.1 Define and frame compelling and supporting questions about issues and events in the time-period and
region studied.

Content Standards
6.C2.1 Analyze the beliefs, experiences, perspectives, and values that underlie
points of view regarding civic issues in the time period and regions studied.
6.C4.1 Explain challenges and opportunities people and groups face when solving
local, regional, and/or global problems.
6.E3.3 Analyze the influence of specialization and trade within diverse cultures and
communities in regions studied.
6.E5.2 Explain the effects of increasing economic interdependence within distinct
groups.
6.G1.1 Use and construct maps, graphs, and other representations to explain
relationships between locations of places and regions.
6.G2.1 Compare diverse ways people or groups of people have impacted, modified,
or adapted to the environment of the Eastern Hemisphere.
6.G3.1 Analyze how cultural and environmental characteristics affect the
distribution and movement of people, goods, and ideas.

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

6.SP3.2 Use evidence to develop claims and counterclaims in response to compelling questions in the time period
and region studied.
6.SP3.3 Classify the kinds of historical sources used in secondary interpretations.
6.SP3.4 Use information about a historical source including the author, date, place of origin, intended audience,
and purpose to judge the extent to which the source is useful for studying a topic and evaluate the credibility of
the source.
6.SP3.5 Use questions generated about multiple sources to identify further areas of inquiry and additional
sources.
6.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources.
6.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, and details with
relevant information and data.
6.SP4.1 Explain the multiple causes and effects of events and developments in the past.
6.SP4.2 Organize applicable evidence into a coherent argument about the past.

Learning Targets
I can identify and classify primary and secondary sources. (6.SP3.3)
I can use evidence from multiple sources to develop a claim and counterclaim in response to a
compelling question about early civilizations. (6.SP3.2)
I can evaluate sources about early civilizations for usefulness and credibility. (6.SP3.4)
I can construct and present explanations and arguments about early civilizations using credible
and relevant resources. (6.SP3.6, 6.SP3.7)
I can read a map of the ancient world to answer questions about relationships between
locations and regions. (6.G1.1)
I can create a map of early civilizations to represent relationships between locations, places,
and regions. (6.G1.1)
I can explain why climates and land formations are different around the world. (6.G4.1)

Key Concepts/Topics
Neolithic people (i.e., hunters and gatherers,
pastoral societies, agricultural societies)
population and settlement patterns
early civilizations (i.e., Mesopotamia, Indus
River Valley, Nile River Valley, Yellow River
Valley)
agriculture (i.e., irrigation, farming,
domestication)
origins, founders, sacred texts, tenets, and
practices of religions (i.e., Hinduism,
Monotheism, Polytheism, Confucianism,
Taoism [Daoism], Shintoism)

I can explain challenges and opportunities people in Neolithic groups faced when solving
problems. (6.C4.1)
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Content Standards
6.G3.2 Analyze the influence of location, use of natural resources, catastrophic
environmental events, and technological developments on human settlement and
migration.
6.G4.1 Explain why environmental characteristics vary among different world
regions.
6.G4.2 Describe how natural and human-made catastrophic events and economic
activities in one place affect people living in nearby and distant places.
6.H1.2 Explain the causes and effects of interactions between cultures and
civilizations.
6.H2.1 Evaluate the causes and effects of conflict and resolution among different
societies and cultures.
6.H3.2 Generate questions to examine the similarities and differences between
major world religions and the role of religion in the formation of regions and their
cultural, political, economic, and social identity.

Learning Targets
I can analyze the influence of technology on the settlement of Neolithic people. (6.G3.2)
I can describe the lives of people in Mesopotamia. (6.C2.1)
I can evaluate the causes and effects of conflict resolution among different societies and
cultures in Mesopotamia. (6.H2.1)
I can analyze why early people chose to settle where they did. (6.G3.1)
I can define specialization and trade in early civilizations. (6.E3.3)
I can analyze how specialization and trade influenced early civilizations. (6.E3.3)
I can explain economic interdependence. (6.E5.2)

Key Concepts/Topics
geography (i.e., natural resources, climate
and seasons, ecosystems, major landforms
and bodies of water, natural disasters)
trade (i.e., specialization)
government (i.e., origins of and reasons for
government, Hammurabi’s Code, overall
controls of larger societies)
culture (i.e., competition, diversity, way of
life)

I can describe how groups of peoples’ dependence on each other affects success in pastoral
societies. (6.E5.2)
I can analyze why culture and environment caused early civilizations to share goods and ideas.
(6.G3.1)
I can explain the causes and effects of interactions between cultures and early civilizations.
(6.H1.2)
I can describe how economic activities impact people near and far in early civilizations. (6.G4.2)
I can compare how early civilizations adapted to different environments. (6.G2.1)
I can compare how early civilizations modified their environment. (6.G2.1)
I can describe how natural and human-made catastrophes impact people near and far in early
civilizations. (6.G4.2)
I can develop meaningful questions that examine the differences and similarities between
major world religions. (6.H3.2)
I can develop meaningful questions to examine the role of religions in forming societies.
(6.H3.2)

Supporting Questions
How have humans developed civilizations?

How did the early religions impact civilization?

What are the benefits and consequences of civilization?

What role did agriculture play in the development of civilizations?

What makes a civilization?

Why did people start farming?

How does geography affect civilization?

What were some early forms of government that helped control civilizations?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Sixth Grade Unit 2: Empires
Compelling Question: What makes an empire impressive?

Sixth Grade Unit
2

Time: 12 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
6.SP1.1 Examine ways that historians and social scientists know about the past.
6.SP1.2 Analyze connections among events and developments in various geographic and cultural contexts.
6.SP1.3 Classify a series of historical events and developments as examples of change and/or continuity.
6.SP1.4 Evaluate the significance of past events and their effect on students’ lives and society.
6.SP2.1 Explain how and why perspectives of people have changed throughout different historical eras.
6.SP2.2 Analyze how people’s perspective influenced what information is available in the historical sources they
created.
6.SP3.1 Define and frame compelling and supporting questions about issues and events in the time-period and
region studied.
6.SP3.2 Use evidence to develop claims and counterclaims in response to compelling questions in the time period
and region studied.

6.SP3.3 Classify the kinds of historical sources used in secondary interpretations.
6.SP3.4 Use information about a historical source including the author, date, place of origin, intended audience,
and purpose to judge the extent to which the source is useful for studying a topic and evaluate the credibility of
the source.
6.SP3.5 Use questions generated about multiple sources to identify further areas of inquiry and additional
sources.
6.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources.
6.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, and details with
relevant information and data.
6.SP4.1 Explain the multiple causes and effects of events and developments in the past.
6.SP4.2 Organize applicable evidence into a coherent argument about the past.

Content Standards

Learning Targets

6.C2.1 Analyze the beliefs, experiences, perspectives, and values that underlie points of
view regarding civic issues in the time period and regions studied.

I can use evidence from multiple sources to develop a claim and counterclaim in response to a
compelling question about early empires. (6.SP3.2)

empires (i.e., Egyptian, Greek, Roman,
Persian, Indian, Chinese)

6.C4.1 Explain challenges and opportunities people and groups face when solving
local, regional, and/or global problems.

I can evaluate sources about early empires for usefulness and credibility. (6.SP3.4)

origins, founders, sacred texts, tenets, and
practices of religions (i.e., Hinduism,
Monotheism, Polytheism, Confucianism,
Taoism (Daoism), Shintoism)

6.C4.2 Describe and apply civic virtues including deliberative processes that contribute
to the common good and democratic principles in school, community, and
government.
6.E1.1 Analyze the relationship between education, income, and job opportunities
within the context of the time period and region studied.
6.E3.1 Describe the relationship between various costs and benefits of economic
production.
6.E3.2 Explain the influence the factors of production have on the manufacture of
goods and services within different cultures, regions, and communities.
6.E3.3 Analyze the influence of specialization and trade within diverse cultures and
communities in regions studied.

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

I can construct and present explanations and arguments about early empires using credible
and relevant resources. (6.SP3.6, 6.SP3.7)
I can evaluate the significance of events in early empires and their effect on my life. (6.SP1.4)
I can read a map of the ancient world to answer questions about relationships between
locations and regions. (6.G1.1)
I can create a map of early empires to represent relationships between locations, places, and
regions. (6.G1.1)
I can explain why climates and land formations are different around the world. (6.G4.1)
I can analyze the influence of technology, natural resources, location on human settlements
and migration in early empires. (6.G3.2)
I can compare how early empires adapted and/or modified their different environments.
(6.G2.1)

Key Concepts/Topics

geography (i.e., farming and irrigation,
natural resources, population, climate and
seasons, ecosystems, major landforms and
bodies of water, natural disasters)
economy (i.e., specialization, trade ,
networks, cultural exchange and diffusion,
Silk Road, value of money, traditional
economic
systems, taxation systems, land and sea
transportation)
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Content Standards
6.E5.1 Describe the factors that influence trade between countries or cultures.
6.E5.2 Explain the effects of increasing economic interdependence within distinct
groups.
6.G1.1 Use and construct maps, graphs, and other representations to explain
relationships between locations of places and regions.

Learning Targets
I can explain challenges and opportunities people faced in early empires when solving
problems. (6.C4.1)

types of government (i.e., oligarchy,
aristocracy, democracy, monarchy)

I can evaluate causes and effects of conflict resolution among different societies and cultures
in early empires. (6.H2.1)

warfare (i.e., conquests and expansion)

I can explain what led to the development of government in early empires. (6.C2.1)

6.G2.1 Compare diverse ways people or groups of people have impacted, modified, or
adapted to the environment of the Eastern Hemisphere.

I can describe civic virtues (e.g., voting) and explain how they were used for the common
good in early empires. (6.C4.2)

6.G3.1 Analyze how cultural and environmental characteristics affect the distribution
and movement of people, goods, and ideas.

I can apply civic virtues (e.g., voting) to democratic principles in early empires. (6.C4.2)

6.G3.2 Analyze the influence of location, use of natural resources, catastrophic
environmental events, and technological developments on human settlement and
migration.
6.G4.1 Explain why environmental characteristics vary among different world regions.
6.G4.2 Describe how natural and human-made catastrophic events and economic
activities in one place affect people living in nearby and distant places.
6.H1.1 Compare the development and characteristics of historical cultures and
civilizations from different global regions within designated time periods.
6.H1.2 Explain the causes and effects of interactions between cultures and civilizations.
6.H2.1 Evaluate the causes and effects of conflict and resolution among different
societies and cultures.
6.H3.1 Analyze the impact of religious, government, and civic groups over time.

I can explain why the city-states of Ancient Greece and provinces of Rome have different
motivations for individual rights, freedoms, and responsibilities. (6.H3.3)
I can explain how a unique place with unique resources influences production and
manufacturing in early empires. (6.E3.2)
I can explain how people worked together for success in early empires. (6.E5.2)
I can describe the factors that influence trade between early empires. (6.E5.1)
I can analyze how culture and environment affect the movement of people, goods, and ideas.
(6.G3.1)

rise and fall of each empire
contributions to society long term (i.e.,
inventions, ideas, competition)
diversity (i.e., racial, ethnic, class, gender,
regional, and migration)
civics (i.e., civility, respect for rights of
others, individual responsibility, respect for
law, open mindedness, critical
examination of issues, negotiation and
compromise, civic mindedness,
compassion, patriotism, reconciliation,
consensus building)
costs and benefits (i.e., positive and
negative consequences)

I can explain causes and effects of interactions between early empires. (6.H1.2)
I can analyze relationships between jobs, income, and education in early empires. (6.E1.1)
I can analyze the influence trade had on early empires and the cost and benefits related to it.
(6.E3.1)
I can describe how natural and human-made catastrophes, as well as economic activities,
impact people near and far in early empires. (6.G4.2)

6.H3.2 Generate questions to examine the similarities and differences between major
world religions and the role of religion in the formation of regions and their cultural,
political, economic, and social identity.

I can compare development of cultures and civilizations in the early empires. (6.H1.1)

6.H3.3 Explain why communities, states, and nations have different motivations for
their choices including individual rights, freedoms, and responsibilities.

I can describe how different group identities formed and contributed to societal development
in early empires. (6.H4.1)

6.H4.1 Describe how different groups identities such as racial, ethnic, class, gender,
regional, and immigrant migration status emerged and contributed to societal and
regional development, characteristics, and interactions over time.

I can analyze impacts of religious, government, and civic groups in early empires. (6.H3.1)

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

Key Concepts/Topics

I can develop meaningful questions to examine the role of religions in forming societies.
(6.H3.2)

MPS Social Sciences Curriculum Guide • Governing Board Approved Oct. 2019

79

Sixth Grade Unit 2

Content Standards

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

I can develop meaningful questions that examine the differences and similarities between
major world religions. (6.H3.2)

Supporting Questions
What is an empire?

What factors contribute to the rise and fall of empires?

What was the role of government in early empires?

Where are empires today?

How did humans create empires?

Which civic virtues from early empires do we still use today?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Sixth Grade Unit 3: Middle Ages

Sixth Grade Unit
3

Compelling Question: What region fared best during the middle ages?

Time: 4 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
6.SP1.1 Examine ways that historians and social scientists know about the past.
6.SP1.2 Analyze connections among events and developments in various geographic and cultural contexts.
6.SP1.3 Classify a series of historical events and developments as examples of change and/or continuity.
6.SP1.4 Evaluate the significance of past events and their effect on students’ lives and society.
6.SP2.1 Explain how and why perspectives of people have changed throughout different historical eras.
6.SP2.2 Analyze how people’s perspective influenced what information is available in the historical sources they
created.
6.SP3.1 Define and frame compelling and supporting questions about issues and events in the time-period and
region studied.

Content Standards
6.C4.1 Explain challenges and opportunities people and groups face when solving local,
regional, and/or global problems.

6.SP3.2 Use evidence to develop claims and counterclaims in response to compelling questions in the time period
and region studied.
6.SP3.3 Classify the kinds of historical sources used in secondary interpretations.
6.SP3.4 Use information about a historical source including the author, date, place of origin, intended audience,
and purpose to judge the extent to which the source is useful for studying a topic and evaluate the credibility of
the source.
6.SP3.5 Use questions generated about multiple sources to identify further areas of inquiry and additional
sources.
6.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources.
6.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, and details with
relevant information and data.
6.SP4.1 Explain the multiple causes and effects of events and developments in the past.
6.SP4.2 Organize applicable evidence into a coherent argument about the past.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

I can identify and classify historical sources from the Middle Ages. (6.SP3.3)

Medieval Europe

I can create compelling and supporting questions about the Middle Ages. (6.SP3.1)

Medieval Japan

6.E1.1 Analyze the relationship between education, income, and job opportunities within the
context of the time period and region studied.

I can explain the challenges people faced during the Middle Ages. (6.C4.1)

Middle Ages in Middle East and East

6.E3.1 Describe the relationship between various costs and benefits of economic production.

I can describe how plagues and famines affected the population during the Middle
Ages. (6.G4.2)

serfdom

6.E3.2 Explain the influence the factors of production have on the manufacture of goods and
services within different cultures, regions, and communities.

I can analyze how power of religious groups grew in the Middle Ages. (6.H3.1)

6.E3.3 Analyze the influence of specialization and trade within diverse cultures and
communities in regions studied.
6.G3.1 Analyze how cultural and environmental characteristics affect the distribution and
movement of people, goods, and ideas.
6.G4.2 Describe how natural and human-made catastrophic events and economic activities in
one place affect people living in nearby and distant
places.

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

I can describe different social classes during the Middle Ages. (6.E1.1)
I can describe how the class system contributed to the development of society. (6.H4.1)
I can explain how the class system influenced individual rights and freedoms. (6.H3.3 )
I can analyze the relationship between different classes in the Middle Ages. (6.E1.1)
I can describe manorialism. (6.E3.1)
I can explain the positives and negatives of manorialism. (6.E3.1)

feudal system
manorialism
guilds
taxation systems
classes
compare and contrast medieval cultures
(i.e., geographic, political, social
structures)
plagues and famines
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6.H1.1 Compare the development and characteristics of historical cultures and civilizations
from different global regions within designated time periods.
6.H1.2 Explain the causes and effects of interactions between cultures and civilizations.
6.H2.1 Evaluate the causes and effects of conflict and resolution among different societies and
cultures.

I can explain the impact of the feudal system on manufacturing goods. (6.E3.2)

crusades

I can explain how the feudal system impacted trade. (6.E3.3)

religions (i.e., Judaism, Christianity,
Islam, Confucianism, Sikhism)

I can explain how the feudal system impacted the distribution and movement of
people, goods, and idea. (6.G3.1)

6.H3.1 Analyze the impact of religious, government, and civic groups over time.

I can explain the causes and effects of interactions between middle eastern and eastern
cultures in the Middle Ages. (6.H1.2)

6.H3.3 Explain why communities, states, and nations have different motivations for their
choices including individual rights, freedoms, and responsibilities.

I can explain causes and effects of the feudal system on the culture in Medieval Japan
and Medieval Europe. (6.H4.1)

6.H4.1 Describe how different group identities such as racial, ethnic, class, gender, regional,
and immigration status emerged and contributed to societal and regional development,
characteristics, and interactions over time.

I can evaluate the causes and effects of conflict and resolution in the Crusades. (6.H1.2)

Supporting Questions
What biases are found in primary sources from the Middle Ages?

How are Medieval Japan and Medieval Europe similar and different?

How are the Middle Ages different from the Classical Empires?

What ideas and beliefs are the same today as they were in the Middle Ages?

What role did feudalism play in the Middle Ages?

What role did religion play in the Middle Ages?

How did natural disasters impact societies in the Middle Ages?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Sixth Grade Unit 4:
Renaissance and Reformation

Sixth Grade Unit 4

Compelling Question: How did innovations of the Renaissance and Reformation improve human life?

Time: 8 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes: Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be
delivered to students. Integrate these SP Standards throughout unit instruction when appropriate.
6.SP1.1 Examine ways that historians and social scientists know about the past.
6.SP1.2 Analyze connections among events and developments in various geographic and cultural contexts.
6.SP1.3 Classify a series of historical events and developments as examples of change and/or continuity.
6.SP1.4 Evaluate the significance of past events and their effect on students’ lives and society.
6.SP2.1 Explain how and why perspectives of people have changed throughout different historical eras.
6.SP2.2 Analyze how people’s perspective influenced what information is available in the historical sources they
created.
6.SP3.1 Define and frame compelling and supporting questions about issues and events in the time-period and
region studied.

Content Standards
6.C2.1 Analyze the beliefs, experiences, perspectives, and values that underlie
points of view regarding civic issues in the time period and regions studied.
6.C4.1 Explain challenges and opportunities people and groups face when solving
local, regional, and/or global problems.
6.C4.2 Describe and apply civic virtues including deliberative processes that
contribute to the common good and democratic principles in school, community,
and government.
6.E1.1 Analyze the relationship between education, income, and job opportunities
within the context of the time period and region studied.
6.E1.2 Give examples of financial risks that individuals and households face within
the context of the time period and region studied. Individuals and institutions are
interdependent within market systems.

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

6.SP3.2 Use evidence to develop claims and counterclaims in response to compelling questions in the time period
and region studied.
6.SP3.3 Classify the kinds of historical sources used in secondary interpretations.
6.SP3.4 Use information about a historical source including the author, date, place of origin, intended audience,
and purpose to judge the extent to which the source is useful for studying a topic and evaluate the credibility of
the source.
6.SP3.5 Use questions generated about multiple sources to identify further areas of inquiry and additional
sources.
6.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources.
6.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, and details with
relevant information and data.
6.SP4.1 Explain the multiple causes and effects of events and developments in the past.
6.SP4.2 Organize applicable evidence into a coherent argument about the past.

Learning Targets
I can identify and classify historical sources from the Renaissance and Reformation. (6.SP3.3)
I can evaluate sources about Renaissance and Reformation for usefulness and credibility.
(6.SP3.4)
I can construct and present explanations and arguments about the Renaissance and Reformation
using credible and relevant resources. (6.SP3.7)
I can use evidence from multiple sources to develop a claim and counterclaim in response to a
compelling question about the Renaissance and Reformation. (6.SP3.2)

Key Concepts/Topics
origins (i.e., plague and famines, Martin
Luther and Protestantism)
accomplishments and contributions (i.e.,
printing press, individuality and freedoms)
geographic diffusions (i.e., means by which
ideas spread, spreading of Renaissance and
Reformation ideas, non-religious ideals,
exploration)

I can explain challenges and opportunities faced by people during the Renaissance and
Reformation. (6.C4.1)
I can describe how different groups emerged and contributed to society during the Renaissance
and Reformation. (6.H4.1)
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Content Standards
6.E3.1 Describe the relationship between various costs and benefits of economic
production.
6.G3.1 Analyze how cultural and environmental characteristics affect the
distribution and movement of people, goods, and ideas.
6.G3.2 Analyze the influence of location, use of natural resources, catastrophic
environmental events, and technological developments on human settlement and
migration.

Learning Targets
I can explain what led to changes in civic authority during the Renaissance and Reformation.
I can use questions to examine how religion changed ideas about government during the
Renaissance and Reformation. (6.H3.2)
(6.C2.1)
I can use questions to compare and contrast religion before and after the Reformation. (6.H3.2)
I can analyze the impact of the Reformation on religion and government. (6.H3.1)

6.G4.2 Describe how natural and human-made catastrophic events and economic
activities in one place affect people living in nearby and distant places.

I can evaluate causes and effects of conflicts and their resolutions during the Renaissance.
(6.H2.1)

6.H1.1 Compare the development and characteristics of historical cultures and
civilizations from different global regions within designated time periods.

I can explain the relationship between classes and opportunities available during the
Renaissance and Reformation. (6.E1.1)

6.H1.2 Explain the causes and effects of interactions between cultures and
civilizations.

I can give examples of the structure of the economy during the Renaissance. (6.E1.2)

6.H2.1 Evaluate the causes and effects of conflict and resolution among different
societies and cultures.
6.H3.1 Analyze the impact of religious, government, and civic groups over time.
6.H3.2 Generate questions to examine the similarities and differences between
major world religions and the role of religion in the formation of regions and their
cultural, political, economic, and social identity.
6.H4.1 Describe how different group identities such as racial, ethnic, class, gender,
regional, and immigration status emerged and contributed to societal and regional
development, characteristics, and interactions over time.

Key Concepts/Topics
economic systems (i.e., taxation systems,
coerced labor, guilds, bartering)

I can give examples of financial risks taken during the Renaissance. (6.E1.2)
I can describe the costs and benefits of the expanding economic production in the Renaissance.
(6.E3.1)
I can explain how culture affected distribution of people, goods, and ideas during the
Renaissance and Reformation. (6.G3.1)
I can analyze how technological developments during the Renaissance impacted human
population and migration. (6.G3.2)
I can describe how plagues and famines helped cause the Renaissance. (6.G4.2)
I can explain how trade and exploration affected people nearby and in distant places during the
Renaissance. (6.G4.2)
I can compare how the Renaissance developed in different regions of Europe. (6.H1.1)
I can explain causes and effects of interactions during the Renaissance in different regions of
Europe. (6.H1.2)
I can evaluate the significance of events during the Renaissance and Reformation and their effect
on my life. (6.SP1.4)
I can apply deliberation to make an informed decision that contributes to the common good of
my community and compare it to the process that took place during this historical period.
(6.C4.2)

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Supporting Questions
How did the changes in thinking during this time period affect human interaction?

How did the changes in thinking during this time period lead to conflict?

What is the Renaissance?

Why did the arts flourish during the Renaissance?

What is the Reformation?

What contributions from the Renaissance and Reformation affected humans long-term?

How did the Renaissance lead to the Reformation?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Scope and Sequence
Seventh Grade: Integrated Global Studies
Through a historical and geographic lens, students will understand the relationships and interactions between societies and
cultures in both the Eastern and Western Hemispheres. United States history will be taught as it intersects with global issues. Topics
include the influence of the Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment ideas on the concept of rights, revolutions around the world,
global imperialism, industrialization and the rise of organized labor, World War I and World War II, and global conflicts of the Cold
War to the present, including world government and economic structures.
Unit #

Title

Critical Content

Approximate Time

1

Enlightenment and
Revolutions

Scientific Revolution
Enlightenment
Cultural and environmental characteristics
Democratic revolutions (e.g., American, French, Latin American)

8 weeks

2

Industrialization and
Global Imperialism

Causes and effects of industrialization (e.g., Agricultural Revolution, factory system, inventors,
industrialists, technology, transportation, population growth, labor movement, immigration)
Causes and effects of imperialism (e.g., raw materials, empire-building, India, China, Africa,
resistance to imperialism)

8 weeks

3

World War I

Causes of World War I
Technology
Russian Revolution
Treaty of Versailles

4 weeks

4

Rise of Totalitarianism and
World War II

Causes of World War II
Home front
Impact of World War II on America
Propaganda
Theaters of war
Outcomes of World War II

5 weeks

5

Maintaining Peace in a
Diverse Global Society

Cold War Conflicts
Economic systems

7 weeks
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Disciplinary Skills and Processes
Seventh Grade: Integrated Global Studies
Units

1 – Enlightenment and Revolutions
2 – Industrialization and Global Imperialism
3 – World War I

4 – Rise of Totalitarianism and World War II
5 – Maintaining Peace in a Diverse Global Society

DISCIPLINARY SKILLS and PROCESSES: Use this chart to track usage of SP standards throughout the units

UNITS:

1

2

3

4

5

Chronological reasoning requires understanding processes of change and continuity over time, which means assessing
similarities and differences between historical periods and between the past and present.
7.SP1.1 Analyze connections among events and developments in broader historical contexts.
7.SP1.2 Classify a series of historical events and developments as examples of change and/or continuity.
7.SP1.3 Evaluate the significance of past events and their effect on students’ lives and global society.
7.SP1.4 Use questions generated about individuals and groups to analyze why they, and the developments they shaped, are historically significant.
Thinking within the discipline involves the ability to identify, compare, and evaluate multiple perspectives about a given
event to draw conclusions about that event since there are multiple points of view about events and issues.
7.SP2.1 Analyze multiple factors that influence the perspectives of people during different historical eras.
7.SP2.2 Explain how and why perspectives of people have changed over time.
7.SP2.3 Analyze how people’s perspectives influenced what information is available in the historical sources they created.
Historians and social scientists gather, interpret, and use evidence to develop claims and answer historical, economic,
geographical, and political questions and communicate their conclusions.
7.SP3.1 Create compelling questions and supporting questions that reflect enduring issues about the world, past and present.
7.SP3.2 Use evidence drawn from multiple sources to develop and support claims and counterclaims in response to compelling questions.
7.SP3.3 Detect possible limitations in the historical record based on evidence collected from various kinds of historical sources.
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Seventh Grade Disciplinary Skills

DISCIPLINARY SKILLS and PROCESSES

UNITS:

1

2

3

4

5

7.SP3.4 Use questions generated about multiple sources, including international sources, to identify further areas of inquiry and additional sources.
7.SP3.5 Evaluate the relevance and utility of sources based on information such as author, date, origin, intended audience, and purpose.
7.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments based on claims and counterclaims while pointing out the strengths and limitations of those arguments.
7.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, and details, while acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanations.
Thinking within the discipline involves the ability to analyze relationships among causes and effects and to create and
support arguments using relevant evidence.
7.SP4.1 Explain the multiple causes and effects of events and developments in the past and present.
7.SP4.2 Evaluate the influence of various causes of events and developments in the past and present.
7.SP4.3 Organize applicable evidence into a coherent argument.
7.SP4.4 Compare the central arguments in multiple secondary sources on a related topic using multiple types of sources.
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Seventh Grade Unit 1:
Enlightenment and Revolutions
Compelling Question: When is revolution justified?

Seventh Grade Unit
1

Time: 8 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards
7.C2.1 Explain how revolutions and other changes in government impact citizens’
rights.
7.C4.1 Compare historical and contemporary means of changing societies to promote
the common good.
7.C4.2 Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as a means of
addressing public problems.
7.C4.3 Analyze the purpose, process, implementation, and consequences of decision
making and public policies in multiple settings.
7.G2.1 Explain how cultural demographic patterns, economic decisions, and human
adaptations shape the identity of nearby and distant places.
7.G2.2 Analyze cultural and environmental characteristics that make places both
similar and different.
7.G3.4 Evaluate how human population and movement may cause conflict or promote
cooperation.
7.H1.2 Trace the development and impact of scientific, technological, and educational
innovations within historical time periods.
7.H3.1 Compare the origins and spread of influential ideologies and both religious and
non-religious worldviews.
7.H3.3 Trace how individual rights, freedoms, and responsibilities have evolved over
time.
7.H3.5 Investigate a significant historical topic from global history that has significance
to an issue or topic today.

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

Learning Targets
I can show how the Scientific Revolution led to the Enlightenment. (7.H3.1)
I can compare views of various Enlightenment philosophers. (7.H3.1)
I can trace how individual rights, freedoms, and responsibilities evolved as a result of the
Enlightenment. (7.H3.3)
I can trace the development and impact of scientific, technological, and educational
innovations during the Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment. (7H1.2)
I can evaluate how movement of people from the Old World to the New World caused conflict
and promoted cooperation. (7.G3.4)

Key Concepts/Topics
Scientific Revolution (e.g., Scientific
Method, groundbreaking discoveries in
physics and medicine)
Enlightenment (e.g., philosophers,
Magna Carta, English Bill of Rights)
cultural and environmental
characteristics (e.g., American colonies,
England, France, Latin America)

I can explain how geography affects government. (7.G2.1)

American Revolution (e.g., Continental
Congress, Constitutional Convention)

I can compare and contrast cultural and environmental characteristics of new world colonies
and their European counterparts. (7.G2.2)

French Revolution (e.g., Declaration of
the Rights of Man, Reign of Terror)

I can explain how Enlightenment ideas influenced colonists and led to revolution. (7.H3.1)

Latin American Revolutions (e.g., Haiti,
South America, Mexico)

I can explain how British, French, and Spanish government policies led to revolution. (7.C4.2,
7.C4.3)
I can explain how the rights of citizens changed after the American, French, and Latin American
Revolutions. (7.C2.1, 7.C4.3)

government and economic systems (e.g.,
monarchy, democracy, aristocracy,
republic)

I can explain how democratic revolutions changed society. (7.H3.3)
I can connect Revolutions of the past to modern uprisings. (7.C4.1)
I can investigate how the Enlightenment and the Democratic and Scientific Revolutions have
significance in the world today. (7.H3.5)
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Supporting Questions
What was the Scientific Revolution?

How do 18th and 19th century democratic revolutions compare with modern uprisings?

What changes did the Scientific Revolution bring about?

What factors influence the type of government that exists in a society?

What was the Enlightenment and what were the Enlightenment thinkers’ views on human rights?

How does the type of government affect individual rights?

How did the Enlightenment thinkers influence people to action and revolution?

What are strengths and weaknesses of different types of governments?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Seventh Grade Unit 2:
Industrialization and Global Imperialism

Seventh Grade Unit
2

Compelling Question: Is progress beneficial?

Time: 8 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards
7.C4.2 Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as a means of addressing
public problems.
7.E2.1 Explain how economic decisions affect the well-being of individuals, businesses,
and society.
7.E2.2 Evaluate current economic issues in terms of benefits and costs for distinct groups
in society.
7.E3.1 Explain the roles of buyers, sellers, and profits in product, labor, and financial
markets.
7.E3.2 Analyze the relationship between supply, demand, and competition with emphasis
on how they influence prices, wages, and production.
7.E3.3 Analyze the influence of institutions such as corporations, non-profits, and labor
unions on the economy in a market system.
7.G1.1 Use and construct maps and other geographic representations to explain the
spatial patterns of cultural and environmental characteristics.
7.G3.1 Explain how changes in transportation, communication, and technology influence
the spatial connections among human settlements and affect the diffusion of ideas and
cultural practices.
7.G3.2 Analyze how the relationships between humans and environments extend or
contract patterns of settlement and movement.
7.G3.3 Evaluate the influences of long-term, human-induced environmental change on
spatial patterns and how it may cause conflict and promote cooperation.

Learning Targets
I can explain the economic factors that motivated industrialization. (7.E2.2)
I can explain how environmental factors influenced the Industrial Revolution. (7.G4.2)
I can explain the basic economic concepts of self-interest, supply and demand, and
competition, and how they affected prices, wages, and production during the Industrial
Revolution. (7.E3.1, 7.E3.2)
I can analyze the relationship between various institutions in a market economy during the
Industrial Revolution. (7.E3.3)
I can use maps to illustrate the impact of industrialization on population growth and
migration. (7.G1.1)

Key Concepts/Topics
causes and effects of industrialization
(e.g., Agricultural Revolution, factory
system, inventors, industrialists,
technology, transportation, population
growth, labor movement, immigration)
causes and effects of imperialism (e.g.,
raw materials, empire-building, India,
China, Africa, resistance to imperialism)
capitalism

I can assess how laws address problems faced by the public. (7.C4.2)
I can explain how the Industrial Revolution changed society. (7.E2.1, 7.G3.1)
I can evaluate the changing societal patterns that resulted from imperialism. (7.H4.2)
I can explain how imperialism led to conflict. (7.G3.3)
I can analyze how industrialization and imperialism impacted human migration. (7.G3.2)
I can evaluate how human migration during the Industrial Revolution and the Age of
Imperialism caused conflict and promoted cooperation. (7.G3.4)
I can analyze the impact of industrialization and imperialism on land use. (7.G4.3)
I can explain how the outcomes of industrialization and imperialism affect society today.
(7.H3.5)

7.G3.4 Evaluate how human population and movement may cause conflict or promote
cooperation.

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Seventh Grade Unit 2

7.G4.2 Explain how the relationship between the human and physical characteristics of
places and production of goods influences patterns of world trade.
7.G4.3 Analyze how changes in population distribution patterns affect changes in land
use in places and regions.
7.H3.5 Investigate a significant historical topic from global history that has significance to
an issue or topic today.
7.H4.2 Evaluate the changing patterns of class ethnic, racial, and gender structures and
relations; consider immigration, migration, and social mobility.

Supporting Questions
How did various nations react differently to imperialist influence?

How did industrialization affect population growth and migration?

What are the long-term effects of imperialism on the continents of Africa and Asia?

How did the Industrial Revolution change society?

What economic factors motivated industrialization?

How did industrialization impact transportation?

How did the labor movement affect individuals and nations?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Seventh Grade Unit 3: World War I

Seventh Grade Unit
3

Compelling Question: Why didn’t World War I end all wars?

Time: 4 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards
7.G1.2 Analyze various geographic representations and use geographic tools to explain
relationships between the location of places and their environments.
7.G4.1 Analyze cultural and environmental characteristics among various places and
regions of the world.
7.G4.4 Explain an issue in terms of scale (local, regional, state, national, or global).
7.H1.2 Trace the development and impact of scientific, technological, and educational
innovations within historical time periods.
7.H2.1 Investigate how conflict can be both unifying and divisive throughout
communities, societies, nations, and the world.
7.H2.2 Compare the multiple causes and effects of conflict and approaches to
peacemaking.
7.H3.5 Investigate a significant historical topic from global history that has significance
to an issue or topic today.

Learning Targets
I can construct and use maps to illustrate World War I alliances. (7.G1.2)
I can analyze cultural and environmental characteristics among the nations involved in World
War I. (7.G4.1)
I can explain how World War I impacted people on a local, regional, state, national, and global
scale. (7.G4.4)
I can trace the development of new technologies in World War I. (7.H1.2)
I can demonstrate how World War I was both unifying and divisive both within the United
States and throughout the world. (7.H2.1)
I can compare the multiple causes and effects of World War I. (7.H2.2)
I can predict possible outcomes resulting from the Treaty of Versailles. (7.H2.2)
I can investigate how World War I has impacted and continues to impact the world today.
(7.H3.5)

Key Concepts/Topics
causes of World War I (i.e., underlying
causes, immediate causes, militarism,
alliances, imperialism, nationalism)
technology (e.g., machine gun,
submarine, airplane, trench warfare)
Russian Revolution
anarchy
Paris Peace Conference and Treaty of
Versailles
League of Nations
Impacts of World War I on the United
States

Supporting Questions
What were the long-term and short-term causes of World War I?

What is the appropriate role of civilians in warfare?

What new technological advancements came out of World War I?

What are the benefits and drawbacks of international alliances?

What factors led to the Russian Revolution and how did it impact the outcome of World War I?

What were the successes and failures of the Treaty of Versailles?

Was the United States justified in entering World War I?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Seventh Grade Unit 4:
Rise of Totalitarianism and World War II

Seventh Grade Unit
4

Compelling Question: Was World War II a “good war”?

Time: 5 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards
7.C4.3 Analyze the purpose, process, implementation, and consequences of decision
making and public policies in multiple settings.
7.C4.4 Explain challenges people face and opportunities they create in addressing local,
regional, and global problems at various times and places.
7.E3.4 Explain ways in which money facilitates change.
7.G1.2 Analyze various geographic representations and use geographic tools to explain
relationships between the location of places and their environments.
7.G3.3 Evaluate the influence of long-term, human-induced environmental change on
spatial patterns and how it may cause conflict and promote cooperation.
7.G4.4 Explain an issue in terms of its scale (local, regional, state, national, or global).
7.H2.2 Compare the multiple causes and effects of conflict and approaches to
peacemaking.
7.H3.2 Analyze how economic and political motivations impact people and events.
7.H3.4 Explain the influence of individuals, groups, and institutions on people and
events in historical and contemporary settings.
7.H3.5 Investigate a significant historical topic from global history that has significance
to an issue or topic today.
7.H4.1 Evaluate how the diversity of a society impacts its social and political norms.
7.H4.2 Evaluate the changing patterns of class, ethnic, racial, and gender structures and
relations; consider immigration, migration, and social mobility.

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

I can explain how the Treaty of Versailles led to World War II. (7.C4.3, 7H2.2)

causes of World War II

I can explain why appeasement led to World War II. (7.C4.3)

Treaty of Versailles

I can describe how events after World War I led to the rise of Fascism. (7.C4.4)

appeasement

I can explain how global depression impacted the period between the world wars. (7.E3.4)

global depression

I can explain the different political philosophies that caused the world to be in conflict. (7.H3.2)

alliances

I can explain how the rise of dictators between the world wars influenced people and events.
(7.H3.4)

atomic bomb

I can construct and use maps to illustrate alliances during World War II. (7.G1.2)
I can explain how World War II impacted people on a local, state, national, and global level.
(7.G4.4)
I can explain how World War II affected the home front. (7.G4.4)
I can recognize the changing patterns of class, ethnicity, race, and gender in relation to the
events of World War II. (7.H4.2)

home front during World War II
results of World War II
changing political patterns in the world
post World War II
theaters of the war
Holocaust

I can evaluate how the diversity of nations during World War II impacted their social and
political norms. (7.H4.1)
I can evaluate the effects of the atomic bomb. (7.G3.3)
I can evaluate the short-term and long-term effects of World War II on the United States and
throughout the world. (7.G4.4)
I can compare multiple causes and effects of conflict and approaches to peacemaking after
World War II. (7.H2.2)
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I can trace the significance of World War II on society today. (7.H3.5)

Supporting Questions
What were the causes of World War II?

How did World War II impact individuals and nations?

How was World War II fought?

What were the short-term and long-term outcomes of World War II?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Seventh Grade Unit 5:
Maintaining Peace in a Diverse Global Society

Seventh Grade
Unit 5

Compelling Question: When is a nation justified in interfering in the affairs of another nation?

Time: 7 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards

Learning Targets

7.E5.1 Explain the interdependence of trade and how trade barriers influence trade among
nations.

I can compare capitalism, socialism, and communism. (7.E5.2, 7.H4.1)

7.E5.3 Explain the benefits and the costs of trade policies to individuals, businesses, and society.
7.G2.2 Analyze cultural and environmental characteristics that make places both similar and
different.
7.G3.4 Evaluate how human population and movement may cause conflict or promote
cooperation.
7.H1.1 Analyze the rise and decline, interactions between, and blending of cultures and societies.

I can analyze how the difference in political philosophies led to conflict during the
Cold War. (7.H2.1, 7.H2.2)

economic systems (e.g., capitalism,
socialism, communism)

I can explain how trade policies and trade barriers impacted nations and
individuals during the Cold War. (7.E5.1, 7.E5.3)

interaction of countries during the Cold
War

I can evaluate how migration impacted society during the Cold War. (7.G3.4)

7.H2.1 Investigate how conflict can be both unifying and divisive throughout communities,
societies, nations, and the world.

I can analyze the interactions of cultures and societies during the Cold War period.
(7.H1.1)

7.H2.2 Compare the multiple causes and effects of conflict and approaches to peacemaking.
7.H3.5 Investigate a significant historical topic from global history that has significance to an issue
or topic today.
7.H4.1 Evaluate how the diversity of a society impacts its social and political norms.

I can identify and analyze placement of communist and capitalist countries in the
world during the Cold War. (7.G2.2)

I can evaluate the similarities and differences between communist and capitalist
societies. (7.H4.1)

7.E5.2 Compare the various economic systems.

Key Concepts/Topics
post-war events (i.e., Chinese Revolution
[Mao], Korean War, Cuba - United States
relations, space race, arms race, Vietnam
conflict, Arab-Israeli conflict, Gulf War,
United States - Soviet relations, Berlin
Wall)

I can compare how conflicts were resolved during the Cold War. (7.H2.2)
I can investigate how events from the Cold War Era continue to affect society
today. (7.H3.5)

Supporting Questions
What were the short-term and long-term goals of the United States during the Cold War and were they achieved?

How did the United States-Soviet conflict impact the post-war world?

How did the United States intervene in foreign countries in the latter half of the 20th century?

How did the Cold War contribute to conflicts in the Middle East?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

MPS Social Sciences Curriculum Guide • Governing Board Approved Oct. 2019

97

Eighth Grade

MPS Social Sciences Curriculum Guide • Governing Board Approved Oct. 2019

98

Scope and Sequence
Eighth Grade: Citizenship and Civic Engagement in Today’s Society
Through a civic and economic lens, students will investigate the ideals of citizenship and civic engagement through inquiry and
application. Connections between historical and contemporary issues will be studied as a base for implementing change in society.
Students will recognize and practice their roles and responsibilities as both American and global citizens. United State history will
focus on major events that have their roots in the Constitution, Bill of Rights, and subsequent amendments.
Unit #
Title
1
United States Political System

2

3

4

5

6

Critical Content

Founding Documents
United States Constitution
Bill of Rights and Amendments
Principles of Government
Citizenship
Individual Rights
Citizen Roles and Responsibilities
Historical Social Movements
Supreme Court Cases
Immigration
Service Learning
Public Policymaking
Personal Finance
Financial Literacy
Economic Reasoning
Financial Risk Management
Foundations of Economics
Principles of Economics
Economic Systems
Corporations vs. Non-Profits
Human Rights
Civil Rights
Genocide
Contemporary Social and Political Movements
Refugees
Globalization
Environmental Issues
Global Terrorism
International Trade
Cultural Conflict and Cooperation
*Current Events and Media Literacy Should Be Taught Throughout Each Unit.
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Approximate Time
9 weeks

9 weeks

2 weeks

3 weeks

6 weeks

7 weeks
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Disciplinary Skills and Processes
Eighth Grade: Citizenship and Civic Engagement in Today’s Society
Units

1 – United States Political System
2 – Citizenship
3 – Personal Finance

4 – Foundations of Economics
5 – Human Rights
6 – Globalization

DISCIPLINARY SKILLS and PROCESSES: Use this chart to track usage of SP standards throughout the units UNITS:

1

2

3

4

5

6

Chronological reasoning requires understanding processes of change and continuity over time, which means assessing
similarities and differences between historical periods and between the past and present.
8.SP1.1 Analyze connections among events and developments in broader historical contexts.
8.SP1.2 Classify a series of historical events and developments as examples of change and/or continuity.
8.SP1.3 Evaluate the significance of past events and their effect on students’ lives and society.
8.SP1.4 Use questions generated about individuals and groups to analyze why they, and the developments they shaped, are historically significant.
Thinking within the discipline involves the ability to identify, compare, and evaluate multiple perspectives about a
given event to draw conclusions about that event since there are multiple points of view about events and issues.
8.SP2.1 Analyze multiple factors that influence the perspectives of people during different historical eras.
8.SP2.2 Explain how and why perspectives of people have changed over time.
8.SP2.3 Analyze how people’s perspectives influenced what information is available in the historical sources they created.
Historians and social scientists gather, interpret, and use evidence to develop claims and answer historical, economic,
geographical, and political questions and communicate their conclusions.
8.SP3.1 Create and answer compelling and supporting questions that reflect enduring issues in the field of history and social science.
8.SP3.2 Detect possible limitations in the historical record based on evidence collected from various kinds of historical sources.
8.SP3.3 Use questions generated about multiple historical sources to identify further areas of inquiry and additional sources.
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Eighth Grade Disciplinary Skills

DISCIPLINARY SKILLS and PROCESSES

UNITS:

1

2

3

4

5

6

8.SP3.4 Evaluate the relevance and utility of historical sources based on information such as author, date, origin, intended audience, and purpose.
8.SP3.5 Gather relevant information from multiple sources while using the origin, authority, structure, context, and corroborative value of the source to guide the selection to
support claims and counterclaims.
8.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments based on claims and counterclaims while pointing out the strengths and limitations of the arguments.
8.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, details with relevant information and data, while acknowledging the strengths and
weaknesses of the explanations.
8.SP3.8 Present arguments and explanations on topics of interest to others to reach multiple audiences in and outside of the classroom print, oral, and digital technologies.
Thinking within the discipline involves the ability to analyze relationships among causes and effects and to create and
support arguments using relevant evidence.
8.SP4.1 Explain the multiple causes and effects of events and developments in the past.
8.SP4.2 Evaluate the influence of various causes of events and developments in the past.
8.SP4.3 Organize applicable evidence into a coherent argument about the multiple causes and effects of events and issues.
8.SP4.4 Compare the credibility, and authenticity of central arguments in secondary works of history on related topics in multiple media.
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Eighth Grade Unit 1

Eighth Grade Unit 1: United States Political System
Compelling Question: How democratic is the United States’ system of government?

Time: 9 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards
8.C1.1 Analyze ideas and principles contained in the founding documents of the
United States, including the Declaration of Independence and United States
Constitution, and explain how they influence society and political systems.
8.C2.3 Analyze concepts and ideals such as majority and minority rights, civil
dissent, and the rule of law.
8.C3.1 Describe the impact of political and civic institutions such as political
parties, interest groups, elections, and the media in shaping policy.
8.C3.2 Examine the origins and purpose of constitutions, laws, treaties, and
international agreements.
8.C3.3 Compare the structures, powers, and limits of government at distinct levels
in the United States.
8.C4.2 Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as a means of
addressing public problems.
8.C4.3 Analyze the purpose, process, implementation, and consequences of
decision making and public policies in multiple settings and at different levels
including the national, state, local (county, city, school board), and tribal.
8.H2.1 Explain how different beliefs about the government’s role in social and
economic life have affected political debates and policies in the United States.

Learning Targets
I can show digital citizenship by analyzing various media sources and discerning their motives,
biases, and implications. (8.SP3.5)
I can compare the credibility and authenticity of central arguments in primary and secondary
sources on related topics in multiple media. (8.SP4.4)
I can make connections to show how past political philosophies are reflected in the United States
founding documents. (8.C1.1, 8.C3.2, 8.H2.1)
I can investigate the ideas and events that significantly influenced the creation of the United States
Constitution and the United States form of government. (8.C1.1, 8.C3.2, 8.H2.1)
I can interpret the Bill of Rights and additional amendments from the context in which they
originated. (8.C2.3, 8.C3.2, 8.H2.1)
I can explain how certain laws and agreements originated. (8.C3.1, 8.C2.3, 8.H2.1)
I can connect the origin and implementation of laws and agreements. (8.C2.3, 8.C4.2)
I can compare the structures, powers, and limits of local, state, and federal governments. (8.C1.1,
8.C3.3, 8.C4.2, 8.C4.3, 8.H2.1)

separation of powers
checks and balances
individual rights
congressional elections
electoral process
federalism
limited government
gerrymandering
interest groups
majority and minority rights
political party platforms

I can explain the purpose and process of elections in the United States. (8.C3.1)

popular sovereignty

I can break down the purpose, process, implementation, and decision making at different levels of
government. (8.C1.1, 8.C2.3, 8.C3.1, 8.C4.3)

role of the media

I can explain benefits and potential problems of interest groups and their connection to elections
and policy making. (8.C1.1, 8.C3.1, 8.C4.3, 8.H2.1)
I can analyze the United States Constitution and determine who benefited the most (and least)
from its inception. (8.C1.1)

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

Key Concepts/Topics
Bill of Rights and amendments

rule of law
social contract
consent of the governed
voting
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Supporting Questions
What is a democratic system?

What are political parties and who do they represent?

Where does our government get its power?

What is the difference between fact and opinion within the media?

How is our government organized?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Eighth Grade Unit 2: Citizenship

Eighth Grade Unit 2

Compelling Question: What is a good citizen?

Time: 9 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards

Learning Targets

8.C1.2 Demonstrate civic virtues that contribute to the common good and democratic
principles within a variety of deliberative processes and settings.

I can show digital citizenship by analyzing various media sources and discerning their
motives, biases, and implications. (8.SP3.5)

8.C1.3 Analyze the influence of personal interests and perspectives when people address
issues and problems in government and civil society.

I can explain how and why people’s perspectives have changed throughout historical eras.
(8.SP2.2)

8.C1.4 Engage in projects to help or inform others such as community service and
service-learning projects.

I can identify the individual rights and responsibilities of American citizens. (8.C2.2)

8.C2.1 Analyze the powers of citizens in a variety of governmental and nongovernmental contexts.
8.C2.2 Explain specific roles, rights, and responsibilities of people in a society.

I can describe the powers of American citizens and their influence on governmental and
non-governmental issues. (8.C2.1)
I can explain the process for how immigrants become United States citizens. (8.C2.4)

8.C2.4 Explain how immigrants become naturalized citizens.

I can summarize how social and economic life has affected debates and policies in the
United States. (8.H2.1)

8.C4.1 Compare historical and contemporary means of changing societies to promote
the common good.

I can compare and contrast popular movements, reform efforts, and activist groups that
have tried to change American society. (8.H3.2)

8.C4.4 Identify, research, analyze, discuss, and defend a position on a national, state, or
local public policy issue including an action plan to address or inform others about the
issue.

I can discuss the impact of the Supreme Court on the interpretation of the United States
Constitution. (8.C1.2)

8.H2.1 Explain how different beliefs about the government’s role in social and economic
life have affected political debates and policies in the United States.
8.H3.2 Explain how popular movements, reform efforts, and activist groups have sought
to change American society and institutions.

I can show how social movements and issues have changed American society. (8.C1.3,
8.H3.2)
I can analyze current issues within society and compare them to past issues. (8.C1.3)

Key Concepts/Topics
civic virtues
common good
civil disobedience
executive orders
social movements (e.g., Women Suffrage,
labor movements, 1960’s Civil Rights
movement)
immigration policies and procedures
naturalization
assimilation
public policy making process
rights and responsibilities of citizens
service learning
Supreme Court cases
current events

I can examine and compare today’s societies with past societies in how they promote the
common good. (8.C4.1)
I can determine how to influence change in the present using democratic methods to create
public policy. (8.C1.4, 8.C4.4, 8.C4.1)
I can improve my community through the public policy making process. (8.C1.4)

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Eighth Grade Unit 2

Supporting Questions
What is civic virtue?

How does recognizing bias help to identify “fake news”?

Identify the ways government institutions have worked to balance individual rights with national interests.

How is eligibility for citizenship determined and what is the process to become a naturalized citizen?

How can I participate in the public policy making process?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

MPS Social Sciences Curriculum Guide • Governing Board Approved Oct. 2019 105

Eighth Grade Unit 3: Personal Finance

Eighth Grade Unit 3

Compelling Question: How do people make economic decisions?

Time: 2 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards
8.E1.1 Analyze the relationship between education, income, and job opportunities.
8.E1.2 Analyze the relationship between interest rates, saving, and use of credit.
8.E1.4 Examine the factors that influence spending decisions.
8.E1.3 Analyze the relationship between investment and return.
8.E1.5 Create a budget and examine the benefits of budgeting.
8.E1.6 Analyze the impact of debt on individuals.
8.E1.7 Understand several types of financial investments and calculate rates of
return.
8.E1.8 Identify ways insurance may minimize personal financial risk.

Learning Targets
I can show digital citizenship by analyzing various media sources and discerning their motives,
biases, and implications. (8.SP3.5)
I can define the relationship between education, income, and job opportunities. (8.E1.1)
I can identify trade-offs and explain opportunity cost when making decisions. (8.E1.4)
I can produce a realistic budget. (8.E1.5, 8.E1.2, 8.E1.4, 8.E1.1)
I can explain the benefits of budgeting. (8.E1.5)

Key Concepts/Topics
budgeting
banking
debt
entrepreneur
financial risk
inflation vs. deflation

I can compare and contrast savings and credit in relation to interest rates. (8.E1.2)
I can demonstrate a process of decision-making in regard to debt. (8.E1.6)
I can balance the advantages and disadvantages of insurance. (8.E1.8)
I can determine the relationship between investment and return. (8.E1.3)

needs vs. wants
opportunity cost
standard of living
wages

I can calculate the rates of return for different types of financial investments. (8.E1.7)

Supporting Questions
What is a need vs. a want?

Why is it important to create a budget and set goals?

Why do we make financial choices?

How can taking financial risks hurt or help my personal financial health?

What factors influence individuals’ spending decisions?

How does investment provide economic challenges and opportunities?
How does media propaganda drive economic decision and can I recognize propaganda?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Eighth Grade Unit 4: Foundations of Economics

Eighth Grade Unit 4

Compelling Question: How do societies meet the challenge of limited resources?

Time: 3 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards

Learning Targets

8.E2.1 Explain how economic decisions affect the well-being of individuals,
businesses, and society.

I can show digital citizenship by analyzing various media sources and discerning their motives,
biases, and implications. (8.SP3.5)

8.E2.2 Evaluate current economic issues in terms of benefits and costs for distinct
groups.

I can compare the main characteristics of the three major economic systems. (8.E5.2)

8.E3.1 Explain the roles of buyers, sellers, and profits in product, labor, and financial
markets.
8.E3.2 Analyze the relationship between supply, demand, and competition and their
influence on prices, wages, and production.
8.E3.3 Analyze the influence of institutions such as corporations, non-profits, and
labor unions in a market economy.

I can define the roles of buyers, sellers, and profits in product, labor, and financial production.
(8.E3.1)
I can use the laws of supply and demand to explain producer and consumer behavior. (8.E3.2)
I can understand the concept of scarcity and its role in economic policy making. (8.E3.2)
I can describe the effects of inflation, deflation, and unemployment on distinct groups. (8.E4.1)
I can demonstrate the effects of changing interest rates on borrowing and investing. (8.E4.2)

8.E4.1 Explain how inflation, deflation, and unemployment affect distinct groups.

I can explain how productivity affects standards of living. (8.E4.3)

8.E4.2 Explain the influence of changes in interest rates on borrowing and investing.

I can provide examples of how corporations, non-profits, and labor unions influence the market
economy. (8.E3.3)

8.E4.3 Explain the effect of productivity on standard of living.
8.E5.2 Compare various economic systems such as command, mixed, and free
market.
8.H2.1 Explain how different beliefs about the government’s role in social and
economic life have affected political debates and policies in the United States.

I can compare economic decisions and their effect on individuals, businesses, and society.
(8.E2.1)

Key Concepts/Topics
corporations vs non-profits
economic systems (market, command,
mixed)
financial market
financial risk
inflation vs. deflation
labor unions
opportunity cost
scarcity
standard of living
supply and demand
wages

I can explain the costs and benefits that current economic issues have on distinct groups.
(8.E2.2)
I can make connections between political ideals, economic policies, and political systems.
(8.H2.1)

Supporting Questions
What forces affect the economic decisions that people make?

What are the different types of economic systems?

What factors influence consumers purchasing decisions?

How does propaganda affect the nation’s economic policies?

What factors influence the production decisions of producers?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Eighth Grade Unit 5: Human Rights

Eighth Grade Unit 5

Compelling Question: What are our basic human rights?

Time: 6 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards
8.C2.2 Explain specific roles, rights, and responsibilities of people in a society.
8.C2.3 Analyze concepts and ideals such as majority and minority rights, civil dissent,
and the rule of law.
8.C4.5 Analyze how a specific problem can manifest itself at the local, regional, and
global levels, identifying its characteristics and causes, and the challenges and
opportunities faced by those trying to address the problem. Apply a range of
deliberative and democratic procedures to take action and solve the problem.
8.G1.1 Use geographic tools and representations to analyze historical and modern
political and economic issues and events.
8.G2.2 Evaluate how political, social, and economic decisions throughout time have
influenced cultural and environmental characteristics of various places and regions.
8.G3.1 Evaluate the impact of economic, political, and social decisions that have caused
conflict or promoted cooperation throughout time.
8.H2.2 Investigate how conflict can be both unifying and divisive both domestically and
internationally.
8.H3.1 Explain how and why prevailing civil, social, religious, and political movements
changed the United States during the 20th and 21st centuries.
8.H3.2 Explain how popular movements, reform efforts, and activist groups have
sought to change American society and institutions.
8.H3.3 Compare how individual rights, freedoms, and responsibilities have evolved
over time around the world.
8.H3.4 Investigate a significant historical topic from United States History that has
significance to an issue or topic today.

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

Learning Targets
I can show digital citizenship by analyzing various media sources and discerning their
motives, biases, and implications. (8.SP4.8)
I can identify bias, and corroborate evidence using primary and secondary sources.
(8.SP4.4)
I can evaluate how civil, social, religious, and political movements have affected change
in the United States. (8.H3.1)

Key Concepts/Topics
American and global civil rights movements
contemporary social and political
movements (choose movements that align
with historical events discussed)
genocide

I can describe majority and minority rights, civil dissent, and the rule of law. (8.C2.3)

refugees to the United States and other
countries

I can evaluate reasons why people were denied rights at various times. (8.C2.3)

United Nations Human Rights Commission

I can detail the process by which different groups have gained additional rights. (8.C2.2)

United Nations

I can conduct an investigation of a historical event from United States history that has
influenced a current issue or topic. (8.H3.4)

Universal Declaration of Human Rights

I can explore how conflict - domestic and international - can both divide and unite
societies. (8.H2.2)
I can compare and contrast how people’s rights, freedoms, and responsibilities changed
over time in a global context. (8.H3.3)
I can examine how economic, political, and social choices have created conflict and
cooperation throughout time. (8.G3.1)
I can discuss the political, economic, and social factors that impact the cultural and
environmental characteristics of various places and regions. (8.G2.2)
I can use a variety of geographic tools and representations to describe historical and
modern issues and events. (8.G1.1)
I can make a plan and take action to solve a problem at a local, regional, or global level.
(8.C4.5)
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Supporting Questions
How do social and political conditions allow genocides to occur?

What are the political and social dynamics that contribute to the push/pull factors of refugees?

How did civil rights movements challenge the cultural norms within their societies and how have these past
movements helped shape modern human rights movements today?

When finding errors in the media, how do you determine whether a news source is reputable and reliable?

What are the ways in which human rights are defended on a global level?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

MPS Social Sciences Curriculum Guide • Governing Board Approved Oct. 2019 109

Eighth Grade Unit 6: Globalization

Eighth Grade Unit 6

Compelling Question: Is globalization more likely to bring cooperation or conflict among nations?

Time: 7 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards

Learning Targets

8.C4.5 Analyze how a specific problem can manifest itself at the local, regional, and global levels,
identifying its characteristics and causes, and the challenges and opportunities faced by those
trying to address the problem. Apply a range of deliberative and democratic procedures to take
action and solve the problem.
8.E4.3 Explain the effect of productivity on standard of living.

I can show digital citizenship by analyzing various media sources and discerning their
motives, biases, and implications. (8.SP3.5)
I can generate informed opinions, using evidence from primary and secondary sources,
and articulate my arguments. (8.SP3.6)
I can explain how globalization and competition for resources has both negatively and
positively affected communities. (8.H2.3)

8.E5.1 Explain the interdependence of trade and how trade barriers influence trade among
nations.

I can form an opinion of a geographic issue and communicate its scale (local, regional,
state, national, or global). (8.G4.1, 8.G2.1)

8.E5.3 Explain the benefits and the costs of trade policies to individuals, businesses, and society.
8.G2.1 Examine the impact of and responses to environmental issues such as air, water, and land
pollution, deforestation, urban sprawl, and changes to climate.
8.G2.2 Evaluate how political, social, and economic decisions throughout time have influenced
cultural and environmental characteristics of various places and regions.

Key Concepts/Topics
environmental and natural resource
concerns (choose topics that relate to
content discussed)
international economic and trade
organizations
media literacy
poverty and inequality
terrorism

I can evaluate the impact of trade on foreign and domestic markets. (8.E5.3, 8.E4.3)
I can evaluate the impact and discuss various viewpoints about international economic
and trade organizations. (8.E5.1)
I can articulate how global poverty and inequality impacts trade between nations.
(8.E5.1)

8.G4.1 Take an active stance on a geographic issue reflecting its scale (local, regional, state,
national, or global).

I can show how terrorism has affected the safety and rights of individual citizens.
(8.H2.2, 8.G2.2)

8.H2.2 Investigate how conflict can be both unifying and divisive both domestically and
internationally.

I can identify and evaluate the costs and benefits of globalization. (8.E5.3)

8.H2.3 Explain how geographic and environmental factors shaped communities and how
competition over resources have affected government policies.

I can make a plan and take action to solve a problem at a local, regional, or global level.
(8.C4.5, 8.G2.1)

Supporting Questions
Identify the negative and positive impacts that trade organizations have on the standard of living.

What defines terrorism?

How does globalization help and hurt a society?

Identify ways terrorism affects the rights of citizens?

How does the wealth, or lack of wealth, impact the life expectancy of a citizen?

What are the roles of media in society and how do they influence public opinion?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Scope and Sequence
High School Social Studies: World History and Geography
Through the process of inquiry, students will engage in a comprehensive study of world history through a balanced approach to both Eastern and
Western Hemispheres. The course starts with content beginning in the 15th century and moves to current issues and events. Connections to geographic
topics and concepts will be integrated throughout the course.
Unit #
Title
1
Foundations of World History

2

Global Interactions and
Cultural Differences

3

Revolutions

4

Rise of Nations and Global
Conflict

5

Contemporary Global Issues

Critical Content
World Belief Systems
Geography Skills (maps, imagery, geospatial technologies, charts, graphs, and
tables)
Global Culture and Diffusion
Global Exploration (Trans-Atlantic slave trade, Columbian exchange)
Development of Empires
Population, Movement, and Migration (global migration patterns)
Revolutions of Thought (Renaissance, Science, Enlightenment, Reformation)
Industrial Revolution
Revolutions of Government and Politics (North America, Latin America, France)
Geographic Political Development
Rise of Nations (Imperialism, Nationalism, rise of Fascism, rise of Communism)
Global Conflict (World Wars, Cold War)
Conflict Resolution (geographic patterns of global power, treaties,
supranational organizations, and decolonization)
Regional Conflicts (Genocide, Human Rights, USSR, Fall of USSR)
Global Terrorism
Globalization (human interaction with the environment , human migration
and settlement patterns, geographic issues, global interconnections,
sustainability, population issues, and economic development)
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Approximate Time
3 weeks

6 weeks

8 weeks

12 weeks

6 weeks
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Disciplinary Skills and Processes
High School Social Studies: World History and Geography
Units

1 – Foundations of World History
2 – Global Interactions and Cultural Diffusion
3 – Revolutions

4 – Rise of Nations and Global Conflict
5 – Contemporary Global Issues

DISCIPLINARY SKILLS and PROCESSES: Use this chart to track usage of SP standards throughout the units.
Shaded boxes indicate suggested use of the standard in that specific unit. Teaching of the standards is expected
throughout the course.

UNITS:

1

2

3

4

5

Chronological reasoning requires understanding processes of change and continuity over time, which means assessing
similarities and differences between historical periods and between the past and present.
HS.SP1.1 Evaluate how events and developments were shaped by unique circumstances of time and place as well as broader contexts.
HS.SP1.2 Analyze change and continuity in historical eras.
HS.SP1.3 Evaluate the significance of past events as they relate to their own lives and the world.
HS.SP1.4 Use compelling questions generated about individuals and groups to assess how the significance of their actions changes over time and is shaped by the historical context.
Thinking within the discipline involves the ability to identify, compare, and evaluate multiple perspectives about a given event to
draw conclusions about that event since there are multiple points of view about events and issues.
HS.SP2.1 Analyze how contexts shaped and continue to shape people’s perspectives.
HS.SP2.2 Analyze the ways in which perspective shapes recorded history.
HS.SP2.3 Demonstrate historical empathy when examining individuals or groups in the past whose perspectives might be very different from those held today.
Historians and social scientists gather, interpret, and use evidence to develop claims and answer historical, economic,
geographical, and political questions and communicate their conclusions.
HS.SP3.1 Develop and frame questions about issues and events in the discipline and determine the types of sources that will be helpful in answering these questions.
HS.SP3.2 Gather relevant information from multiple sources representing a wide range of views while using origin, authority, structure, context, and corroborative value of the source to
guide the selection.

MPS Social Sciences Curriculum Guide • Governing Board Approved Oct. 2019

113

World History Disciplinary Skills

DISCIPLINARY SKILLS and PROCESSES

UNITS:

1

2

3

4

5

HS.SP3.3 Analyze the relationship between primary sources and the secondary interpretations made from them including possible limitations in various kinds of evidence and differing
secondary interpretations.
HS.SP3.4 Evaluate the credibility of a source by examining how experts value the source.
HS.SP3.5 Use questions generated about multiple historical sources to pursue further inquiry and investigate additional sources.
HS.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and evidentiary
weaknesses.
HS.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using sound reasoning, correct sequence (linear and non-linear) examples, and details with significant and pertinent information and data,
while acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanation.
HS.SP3.8 Present arguments and explanations that feature ideas and perspectives on issues and topics to reach a range of audiences and venues using print, oral, and digital technologies.
Thinking within the discipline involves the ability to analyze relationships among causes and effects and to create and support
arguments using relevant evidence.
HS.SP4.1 Analyze multiple and complex causes and effects of events in the past and present.
HS.SP4.2 Distinguish between long-term causes and triggering events in developing an argument.
HS.SP4.3 Integrate evidence from multiple relevant sources and interpretations into a reasoned argument.
HS.SP4.4 Compare the central arguments in secondary works on related topics in multiple media. Critique the central arguments in secondary works on related topics in multiple media in
terms of their accuracy and relevance.

MPS Social Sciences Curriculum Guide • Governing Board Approved Oct. 2019

114

World History Unit 1:
Foundations of World History
Compelling Question: How do beliefs and religion shape societies?

Time: 3 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards

Learning Targets

HS.H1.5 Explain how religions and belief systems have affected the origins of societies.

I can analyze a variety of world belief systems. (HS.H1.5)

HS.G1.1 Use geographic data to explain and analyze relationships between locations
of place and regions (e.g., maps, remotely sensed and other images, tables, and
graphs).

I can explain how societies developed based on their belief systems. (HS.H1.5)

HS.G1.2 Use geospatial tools and related technologies to construct relevant
geographic data to explain spatial patterns and relationships (e.g., Google Earth, story
mapping, wayfaring apps, and other geospatial technologies).

I can analyze a map of belief systems, cultural diffusion, and/or civilizations. (HS.G1.1)
I can examine religion and belief systems at local to global scales. (HS.G1.1)
I can use images, tables, and graphs to interpret geographic relationships between places
and regions within the context of this unit. (HS.G1.1)

Key Concepts/Topics
world belief systems: origins, founders,
major tenets, practices and sacred writings
(i.e., Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism,
Christianity, Islam, Confucianism, Taoism,
Shintoism, Sikhism)
cultural diffusion
geography skills

I can construct a visual representation (e.g., map, chart, or graph) of geographic data within
the context of this unit. (HS.G1.2)
I can analyze how belief systems shaped and continues to shape people's
perspectives. (HS.SP2.1)
I can identify the difference between primary and secondary sources when discussing World
Belief Systems and Cultural Diffusion. (HS.SP3.1)
I can develop compelling questions about World Belief Systems to support inquiry. (HS.SP3.1)
I can evaluate if a source is credible when discussing World Belief Systems and Cultural
Diffusion.. (HS.SP3.4)

Supporting Questions
What is a belief system?

What is the difference between a map, an image, a table, and a graph?

What is a religion?

What are the components of a map?

How are belief systems similar and different?

How do geographic tools aid historical analysis?

What is cultural diffusion?

What are the characteristics of a society?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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World History Unit 2:
Global Interactions and Cultural Differences
Compelling Question: Is sharing and trading across cultures always a good thing?

Time: 6 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

HS.H1.1 Explain the process of state-building, expansion, and dissolution.

I can define and identify examples of cultural diffusion. (HS.H1.4)

European exploration

HS.H1.2 Explain and compare how social, cultural, and environmental factors
influenced state-building, expansion, and dissolution.

I can evaluate the causes and effects of European Exploration. (HS.H1.3, HS.H1.1)

Trans-African and Trans-Atlantic slave
systems (e.g., labor systems)

HS.H1.3 Evaluate the consequences that resulted from civilizational and cultural
interactions.
HS.H1.4 Analyze the impact of cultural diffusion.
HS.H1.7 Analyze how technological innovation and trade has affected economic
development and transformed societies.
HS.G2.2 Evaluate how political and economic decisions throughout time have
influenced cultural and environmental characteristics of various places and
regions.
HS.G3.1 Analyze the reciprocal nature of how historical events and the diffusion of
ideas, technologies, and cultural practices have influenced migration patterns and
the distribution of human population.

I can evaluate the consequences of trade over land and sea. (HS.H1.3)
I can identify different perspectives of history when discussing Exploration and Empires.
(HS.SP2.1)
I can analyze why people develop different perspectives of historical events within the context of
this unit. (HS.SP2.1)
I can analyze the ways in which perspective shapes recorded history regarding Exploration and
Empires. (HS.SP2.2)
I can explain the concept of historical empathy within the context of this unit. (HS.SP2.3)

land and oceanic trade systems (i.e., The
Silk Road, Indian Ocean Trade Routes)
Columbian Exchange
global migration patterns
development and dissolution of empires
(i.e., Ottoman, Mughal, Aztec, Inca, Mali,
Ming Dynasty)

I can analyze the impact of the Columbian Exchange on all civilizations involved. (HS.H1.4)
I can analyze the impact of the silk road on the diffusion of technology and culture. (HS.H1.4,
HS.H1.7)
I can analyze the role technology plays in the growth of empires and exploration. (HS.H1.7)
I can analyze how trade has affected the economic development of societies. (HS.H1.7)
I can analyze how trade and technology have transformed societies. (HS.H1.7)
I can evaluate the cultural and environmental effects of government decisions on their homelands
and areas they encounter. (HS.G2.2)
I can evaluate the cultural and environmental effects of economic decisions and how they affect
multiple world regions. (HS.G2.2)
I can analyze how events, ideas, technology, and cultural practices create push-pull factors that

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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encourage human migrations. (HS.G3.1)
I can create questions about exploration and empires and determine the types of sources that will
be helpful in answering those questions. (HS.SP.3.1, HS.SP3.4)
I can evaluate the credibility of a source about exploration and empires by examining how experts
value the source. (HS. SP3.4)
I can explain how and why empires are built and why they expand. (HS.H1.1, HS.H1.2)
I can compare the social, cultural, and environmental factors that influenced the building and
expanding of multiple empires. (HS.H1.2)
I can explain how and why empires dissolved. (HS.H1.1)
I can compare the social, cultural, and environmental factors that influenced the how and why
empires dissolved. (HS.H1.2)
I can empathize with people in history whose lives are different than my own within the context
of this unit. (HS.SP2.3)

Supporting Questions
What is cultural diffusion?

Where and why do populations concentrate?

What were the causes of European exploration?

What is an empire?

What were the impacts of European exploration?

How do empires impact trade?

What trade routes were popularized because of European Exploration?

Why do empires develop?

What labor systems, including slavery, were used by Europeans?

Why do empires dissolve?

How did European culture become dominant in other places?

What is migration?

What was the Columbian Exchange?

What factors influence human migration?

Why would it be advantageous to look for alternate trade routes?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

MPS Social Sciences Curriculum Guide • Governing Board Approved Oct. 2019 117

World History Unit 3: Revolutions
Compelling Question: What causes society to make up sudden radical changes?

Time: 8 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards

Learning Targets

HS.H3.1 Analyze how societies, leaders, institutions, and organizations respond to
societal needs and changes.

I can evaluate the significance of contributions made by people of the Renaissance, Scientific
Revolution, Enlightenment, and Reformation. (HS.SP1.4)

HS.H3.2 Analyze how ideologies, religion, and belief systems have influenced
economic, political, and social institutions over time.

I can analyze how the needs of society during the revolutions of thought are answered by
leaders, institutions, and organizations. (HS. H3.1)

HS.H3.3 Compare the ways in which economic philosophies influenced political,
economic, and social developments.

I can analyze how the needs of society during the Industrial Revolution are answered by
leaders, institutions, and organizations. (HS. H3.1)

HS.H3.4 Evaluate how societies have balanced individual freedoms,
responsibilities, and human dignity versus the common good.

I can analyze how the needs of society during political revolutions are answered by leaders,
institutions, and organizations. (HS. H3.1)

HS.H3.5 Explain how different labor systems developed and affected societies over
time.

I can analyze how revolutions have influenced economic, political, and social institutions.
(HS.H3.2)

HS.H4.1 Examine how historically marginalized groups have affected change on
political and social institutions.

I can compare the ways in which economic philosophies influenced political, economic, and
social developments. (HS.H3.3)

HS.H4.2 Explain how artistic, philosophical, and scientific ideas have developed
and shaped society and institutions.

I can explain how societies have successfully balanced the needs of the individual with the
needs of the group. (HS.H3.4)

HS.H4.3 Examine how access to information and technology has been used to
influence society.

I can explain how societies have failed to balance the needs of the individual with the needs
of the group. (HS.H3.4)

HS.G3.5 Evaluate the impact of social, political, and economic decisions that have
caused conflict or promoted cooperation throughout time.

I can explain how and why labor systems develop. (HS.H3.5)

Key Concepts/Topics
Renaissance
Scientific Revolution
Enlightenment
Reformation
Industrial Revolution
capitalism, communism, and socialism
revolutions in government and politics (i.e.,
North America, Latin America, France)

I can explain how labor systems affect societies. (HS.H3.5)
I can identify what makes a group historically marginalized. (HS.H4.1)
I can examine how historically marginalized groups have affected change on political and
social institutions. (HS.H4.1)

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

MPS Social Sciences Curriculum Guide • Governing Board Approved Oct. 2019 118

World History Unit 3

I can explain how philosophical ideas have developed and shaped society and institutions.
(HS.H4.2)
I can explain how scientific ideas have developed and shaped society and institutions.
(HS.H4.2)
I can examine how access to information and technology has been used to influence society
during Revolutions of Thought. (HS.H4.3)
I can examine how access to information and technology has been used to influence society
during the Industrial Revolution. (HS.H4.3)
I can examine how access to information and technology has been used to influence society
during political revolutions. (HS.H4.3)
I can identify the difference between social, political, and economic decisions. (HS.G3.5)
I can evaluate how social, political, and economic choices cause conflict or cooperation.
(HS.G3.5)
I can explain how past events during the age of revolution affect my life today. (HS.SP1.3)

Supporting Questions
What is a revolution?

What are the causes and outcomes of the Reformation?

How did the Renaissance ideas of humanism and secularism change society?

Who led and supported the ideals of the Reformation?

Who led and supported Renaissance ideas?

Where, why, and how did industry develop?

What sudden and radical changes occurred in science during this time period?

What are the impacts of the Industrial Revolution including short term problems and long term solutions?

What is the connection between the Scientific Revolution and the Industrial Revolution?

How did capitalism, communism, and socialism emerge as outcomes of the Industrial Revolution?

Who led and supported the ideas of the Enlightenment?

How did Enlightenment ideals influence political revolutions in France and the Americas?

What is the connection between Enlightenment ideas and political revolutions?

What changes occurred in France and the Americas due to their revolutions?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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World History Unit 4:
Rise of Nations and Global Conflict
Compelling Question: Does conflict make society worse or better?

Time: 12 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

HS.H2.1 Explain multiple causes of conflict.

I can explain why global and local conflicts occur. (HS.H2.1)

imperialism

HS.H2.2 Analyze approaches to conflict management and resolution.

I can explain how conflicts are managed and solved. (HS.H2.2)

nationalism

HS.H2.3 Evaluate the short- and long-term impacts of conflicts and their
resolutions.

I can identify the difference between a short and long-term effect and impact. (e.g., impacts of
Imperialism.) (HS.H2.3, HS.SP4.1)

rise of fascism

HS.H2.4 Compare causes and effects of isolationism and globalism.

I can evaluate short and long-term effects and impacts of conflicts and how they have been
resolved. (e.g., result of World Wars.) (HS.H2.3, HS.SP4.1)

HS.H1.6 Analyze the relationship among different regional, social, ethnic,
and racial groups and explain how these groups’ experiences have related to
national identities.
HS.H1.1 Explain the process of state-building, expansion, and dissolution.
HS.G3.5 Evaluate the impact of social, political, and economic, decisions that
have caused conflict or promoted cooperation throughout time.
HS.G4.2 Analyze patterns of global power and influence in respect to trade,
demographics, politics, and resource availability and use.

I can identify the difference between isolationism and globalism. (HS.H2.4)
I can identify and compare the causes and of isolationism and globalism. (HS.H2.4)
I can identify and compare the effects of isolationism and globalism. (HS.H2.4)

rise of communism
decolonization
World Wars
Cold War
conflict resolution (e.g., treaties, League of
Nations, United Nations)

I can explain and give examples of national identities. (HS.H1.6)
I can analyze how a group’s experiences are part of national identities. (HS.H1.6)
I can explain the rise of nations through state-building. (HS.H1.1)
I can explain the process of the expansion of states and empires. (HS.H1.1)
I can explain the dissolution of states and empires. (HS.H1.1)
I can identify the difference between social, political, and economic decisions. (HS.G3.5)
I can evaluate how social, political, and economic choices cause conflict or cooperation. (HS.G3.5)
I can identify the geographic patterns of global power. (HS.G4.2)
I can define and identify global power(s). (HS.G4.2)
I can describe the characteristics of a global power during Imperialism. (HS.G4.2)

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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I can analyze the similarities among places controlled by global powers during Imperialism.
(HS.G4.2)
I can analyze changes that occurred during the rise of nations and global conflicts. (HS.SP1.2)
I can analyze continuity throughout the rise of nations and global conflicts. (HS.SP1.2)
I can analyze the similarities among places controlled by global powers during the Cold War.
(HS.G4.2)
I can describe the characteristics of a global power during the Cold War. (HS.G4.2)

Supporting Questions
What were the reasons for Imperialism and which countries held global power?

What were the results of World War I and did each side obtain their intended result?

What were the impacts of Imperialism on the global powers and on the places they colonized?

What were the causes of World War II?

What is nationalism and how does it unite people behind a cause? (i.e., the World Wars.)

What were the results of World War II and did each side obtain their intended result?

What is fascism and where was it prevalent during the 20th century?

In what countries was communism the main political and economic policy?

Where did decolonization occur and did it make their societies better or worse?

What were the global conflicts that arose from the tensions between communism and democracy? (e.g., arms
race, Korea, Vietnam)

What were the causes of World War I?

How were the conflicts of the 19th and 20th centuries resolved?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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World History Unit 5:
Contemporary Global Issues
Compelling Question: Is our world more unified or divided due to the events and ideas of the last 50 years?

Time: 6 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

HS.H3.2 Analyze how ideologies, religion and belief systems have influenced
economic, political, and social institutions over time.

I can explain how belief systems can lead to genocide, terrorism, and economic imperialism.
(HS.H3.2)

HS.H4.1 Examine how historically marginalized groups have affect change on
political and social institutions.

I can explain how belief systems can lead to the creation of humanitarian aid organizations.
(HS.H3.2)

HS.H4.3 Examine how access to information and technology has been used to
influence society.

I can examine how the historically marginalized groups of the last 50 years have made changes
to society. (HS.H4.1)

HS.H4.4 Examine how a diverse society can be a force for unity and/or disunity.

I can explain the impact of technology as a force of change in culture. (HS.H4.3)

population and economic development

HS.G2.1 Analyze interactions within and between human and physical systems.

I can explain the characteristics of a diverse society. (HS.H4.4)

technology

HS.G2.3 Evaluate the impact of human settlement on the environment and
culture - of specific places and regions.

I can explain how diversity can unify or divide a society by using examples within the context
of this unit. (HS.H4.4)

Information Age

HS.G2.4 Evaluate the use and sustainability of natural resources.

I can explain the impact of humans on the environment. (HS.G2.3, HS.G2.1)

HS.G3.3 Evaluate the influence of long-term climate variability on human
migration and settlement patterns, resource use, and land uses at local-to-global
scales.

I can explain the different environmental and cultural characteristics of rural and urban
settlements. (HS.G2.3)

HS. G3.4 Evaluate the consequences of human-made and natural catastrophes
on global trade, politics, and human migration settlement.
HS.G4.1 Take an active stance on a geographic issue reflecting its scale (local,
regional, state, national, or global).
HS.G4.3 Analyze patterns of interdependence.

regional conflicts of the 1900s (i.e., Holocaust,
genocide, refugees, collapse of USSR, human
rights, regional conflict in the Middle East,
Africa, Asia, and Latin America)
global terrorism
environment

economic imperialism
human-made and natural catastrophes

I can explain the concept of sustainability and evaluate how and why natural resources are
used globally. (HS.G2.4)
I can evaluate the sustainability of global natural resources. (HS.G2.4)
I can evaluate the influence of long-tern climate variability and explain how it affects human
environment interaction at local-to-global scales. (HS.G3.3)
I can evaluate consequences of human made and natural catastrophes on global trade, politics,
and human migration settlement. (HS.G3.4)
I can take an active stance on a geographic issue reflecting its scale (local, regional, state,
national, or global). (HS.G4.1)

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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I can analyze the geographic patterns of global economic interdependence. (HS.G4.3)
I can identify the author’s point of view in historical sources regarding regional conflicts of the
1900s, terrorism, and globalization. (HS.SP3.3)
I can analyze multiple and complex causes and effects of regional conflicts, global terrorism,
and globalization. (HS.SP4.1)

Supporting Questions
How does a person's perspective influence their perception of an event or idea?

How do different societies view terrorism?

Where has genocide occurred?

How is terrorism used to further a group’s goals?

How have societies used genocide as a weapon of warfare?

What concerns do people have about the environment?

How was the state of Israel created?

What actions have been taken to conserve resources?

How did the creation of Israel cause conflict in the Middle East?

What is the global distribution of more developed countries compared to less developed countries?

What situations cause people to flee their homeland?

How does demographic data illustrate the population differences at local-to-global scales?

How does the arrival of refugees relate to conflict within a society?

How have more developed nations used wealth and power to control less developed nations?

How do different societies view refugees?

How do governments and organizations work together to help developing nations?

In what countries have human rights been suppressed?

What technology has been developed during the 20th and 21st centuries and how has that technology impacted
societies?

How have human rights been suppressed?
What were the global effects of the collapse of the USSR?

What platforms allow people to communicate globally and access information immediately?

Where has terrorism occurred?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Scope and Sequence
High School Social Studies: American and Arizona History
Students will explore a variety of people, events, and movements in United States history, focusing on inquiry into the evolution of American democratic
principles, changes in society, economic and geographical development, and the emergence of the United States as a global power. A special emphasis
will be placed on how Arizona’s diverse cultures and individuals have contributed to our nation’s history. Events studied will include those from the
American Revolution through contemporary issues.
Unit #
Title
1
American Revolution

2

Creation of New Nation

Causes of the War

Critical Content
Leaders and Founding Fathers

Declaration of Independence

Enlightenment Ideals

Articles of Confederation

Major Battles and Turning Points

Constitutional Convention
United States Constitution

Foundations of the American Political
System

Bill of Rights

Jefferson’s Presidency

Approximate Time
4 weeks

4 weeks

Federalists and Anti-Federalists
3

Westward Expansion and
Sectionalism

Birth of American Industry

Western Explorers

Immigration

Impacts on Native Americans

Jacksonian Democracy

Great Awakening Ideas and Reforms

Louisiana Purchase

Slavery Expansion and Conflict

4 weeks

Mexican American War
4

Civil War and Reconstruction

Causes of the War

Impact of the War on Various Groups

Major Leaders

Lincoln’s Assassination

Confederate States

Reconstruction Plans

Turning Points in War

Black Codes and Jim Crow
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American and Arizona History Scope and Sequence

5

Emergence of Modern America

Second Industrial Revolution

American Imperialism

Federal Indian Policy

World War I

Immigration Issues

1920s

5 weeks

Progressive Movement
6

Great Depression and World
War II

Stock Market and Causes of the
Great Depression

Causes of World War II

Changes in Domestic Policy

Course of the War

New Deal

Impacts of the War

4 weeks

American Mobilization to World War II

Foreign Policy
7

Post War United States

Cold War Conflicts

Civil Rights

Foreign Policy

Domestic Policy

5 weeks

Social Transformation
8

Contemporary United States

Domestic Politics and Policies

Human Rights

Environmental Issues

Globalization

Terrorism

Poverty

4 weeks

Nuclear Proliferation
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Disciplinary Skills and Processes
High School Social Studies: American History
1 – Revolutionary America
5 – Emergence of Modern America
2 – Creating a New Nation
Depression and World War II
Units 3 – Westward Expansion and Sectionalism 67 –– Great
Post War United States
4 – Civil War and Reconstruction
8 – Contemporary United States
DISCIPLINARY SKILLS and PROCESSES: Use this chart to track usage of SP standards
throughout the units. Shaded boxes indicate suggested use of the standard in that specific unit. UNITS:

Teaching of the standards is expected throughout the course.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Chronological reasoning requires understanding processes of change and continuity over time, which
means assessing similarities and differences between historical periods and between the past and
present.
HS.SP1.1 Evaluate how events and developments were shaped by unique circumstances of time and place as well as broader contexts.
HS.SP1.2 Analyze change and continuity in historical eras.
HS.SP1.3 Evaluate the significance of past events as they relate to their own lives and the world.
HS.SP1.4 Use compelling questions generated about individuals and groups to assess how the significance of their actions changes over time and is
shaped by the historical context.
Thinking within the discipline involves the ability to identify, compare, and evaluate multiple
perspectives about a given event to draw conclusions about that event since there are multiple points of
view about events and issues.
HS.SP2.1 Analyze how contexts shaped and continue to shape people’s perspectives.
HS.SP2.2 Analyze the ways in which perspective shapes recorded history.
HS.SP2.3 Demonstrate historical empathy when examining individuals or groups in the past whose perspectives might be very different from those
held today.
Historians and social scientists gather, interpret, and use evidence to develop claims and answer
historical, economic, geographical, and political questions and communicate their conclusions.
HS.SP3.1 Develop and frame questions about issues and events in the discipline and determine the types of sources that will be helpful in answering
these questions.
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American and Arizona History Disciplinary Skills

DISCIPLINARY SKILLS and PROCESSES

UNITS:

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

HS.SP3.2 Gather relevant information from multiple sources representing a wide range of views while using origin, authority, structure, context, and
corroborative value of the source to guide the selection.
HS.SP3.3 Analyze the relationship between primary sources and the secondary interpretations made from them including possible limitations in
various kinds of evidence and differing secondary interpretations.
HS.SP3.4 Evaluate the credibility of a source by examining how experts value the source.
HS.SP3.5 Use questions generated about multiple historical sources to pursue further inquiry and investigate additional sources.
HS.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging
counterclaims and evidentiary weaknesses.
HS.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using sound reasoning, correct sequence (linear and non-linear) examples, and details with significant
and pertinent information and data, while acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanation.
HS.SP3.8 Present arguments and explanations that feature ideas and perspectives on issues and topics to reach a range of audiences and venues using
print, oral, and digital technologies.
Thinking within the discipline involves the ability to analyze relationships among causes and effects and
to create and support arguments using relevant evidence.
HS.SP4.1 Analyze multiple and complex causes and effects of events in the past and present.
HS.SP4.2 Distinguish between long-term causes and triggering events in developing an argument.
HS.SP4.3 Integrate evidence from multiple relevant sources and interpretations into a reasoned argument.
HS.SP4.4 Compare the central arguments in secondary works on related topics in multiple media. Critique the central arguments in secondary works on
related topics in multiple media in terms of their accuracy and relevance.
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American History Unit 1: American Revolution
Compelling Question: When is revolution justifiable?

Time: 4 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards
HS.H1.1 Explain the process of state-building, expansion, and dissolution.
HS.H1.2 Explain and compare how social, cultural, and environmental factors influenced statebuilding, expansion, and dissolution.
HS.H1.3 Evaluate the consequences that resulted from civilizational and cultural interactions.
HS.H2.1 Explain multiple causes of conflict.
HS.H2.2 Analyze approaches to conflict management and resolution.
HS.H2.3 Evaluate the short- and long- term impacts of conflicts and their resolutions.
HS.H3.1 Analyze how societies, leaders, institutions, and organizations respond to societal
needs and changes.

Learning Targets
I can examine social, economic, and political causes for revolution. (HS.H1.1,
HS.H1.2, HS.H2.1, HS.H2.2, HS.H2.3)
I can summarize the main ideas of the Declaration of Independence and relate them
to the Enlightenment and causes of the Revolution. (HS.H1.2, HS.H1.3, HS.H2.1,
HS.H2.2, HS.H4.2)
I can construct an argument for American victory by evaluating the strengths and
weaknesses of the British and the American colonies. (HS.H1.3, HS.H2.2, HS.H3.4,
HS.G3.5)

Key Concepts/Topics
causes of the American Revolution
Declaration of Independence
Articles of Confederation
leaders and founding fathers
Enlightenment
major battles and turning points

I can evaluate the effectiveness of the Articles of Confederation (HS.H1.2, HS.H2.2,
HS.H3.1, HS.H3.4)

HS.H3.4 Evaluate how societies have balanced individual freedoms, responsibilities, and human
dignity versus the common good.
HS.H4.2 Explain how artistic, philosophical, and scientific ideas have developed and shaped
society and institutions.
HS.G3.5 Evaluate the impact of social, political, and economic decisions that have caused
conflict or promoted cooperation throughout time.

Supporting Questions
How did taxation and representation contribute to the dissolution of the relationship between Great Britain and
the Colonies?

What resources were available to the Colonists that contributed to their victory?
What are the strengths and weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation?

How did the ideas of Locke, Rousseau, and Montesquieu influence the revolutionary movement?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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American History Unit 2: Creation of New Nation
Compelling Question: What makes a successful government?

Time: 4 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards

Learning Targets

HS.H1.1 Explain the process of state-building, expansion, and dissolution.

I can develop an argument for the necessity of the Constitutional Convention.
(HS.H2.1, HS.H2.2, HS.H3.1)

HS.H1.2 Explain and compare how social, cultural, and environmental factors influenced statebuilding, expansion, and dissolution.

I can identify and analyze the compromises made at the Constitutional
Convention. (HS.H1.2, HS.H1.3, HS.H2.2, HS.H3.4)

HS.H1.3 Evaluate the consequences that resulted from civilizational and cultural interactions.

I can evaluate key parts of the United States Constitution and explain why these
components were created. (HS.H1.1, HS.H2.3, HS.H3.4, HS.H4.2)

HS.H2.1 Explain multiple causes of conflict.
HS.H2.2 Analyze approaches to conflict management and resolution.
HS.H2.3 Evaluate the short- and long- term impacts of conflicts and their resolutions.

I can investigate the democratic process established by the Founding Fathers and
relate the process to current events. (HS.H2.3, HS.H3.2)

HS.H3.1 Analyze how societies, leaders, institutions, and organizations respond to societal needs
and changes.

I can analyze the arguments of the Federalists and Anti-Federalists. (HS.H2.1,
HS.H3.4)

HS.H3.2 Analyze how ideologies, religion, and belief systems have influenced economic, political,
and social institutions over time.

I can trace the evolution of constitutional interpretation through the first three
Presidential administrations. (HS.H2.3, HS.H3.1, HS.H3.4)

Key Concepts/Topics
Constitutional Convention
United States Constitution
Bill of Rights
Federalists and Anti-Federalists
foundations of the American political system
Washington's presidency
Adam’s presidency
Jefferson’s presidency

HS.H3.4 Evaluate how societies have balanced individual freedoms, responsibilities, and human
dignity versus the common good.
HS.H4.2 Explain how artistic, philosophical, and scientific ideas have developed and shaped
society and institutions.

Supporting Questions
How did Framers resolve the problems faced by the United States under the Articles of Confederation?

How did the argument over national and state power as well as individual rights drive the ratification debate?

How did the experience of tyrannical rule and political philosophies of the day influence the construction of the
United States Constitution?

How did the Washington, Adams, and Jefferson Administrations define national supremacy under the new United
States Constitution?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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American History Unit 3:
Westward Expansion and Sectionalism
Compelling Question: Is it possible to expand without conflict?

Time: 4 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards

Learning Targets

HS.H1.2 Explain and compare how social, cultural, and environmental factors influenced
state-building, expansion, and dissolution.

I can investigate the positive and negative events of Jacksonian Democracy. (HS.H1.6,
HS.H2.3, HS.H3.3, HS.H4.1)

HS.H1.3 Evaluate the consequences that resulted from civilizational and cultural
interactions.

I can examine how United States land deals and wars expanded the nation. (HS.H1.2,
HS.H2.1, HS.H3.1, HS.G3.5)

HS.H1.4 Analyze the impact of cultural diffusion.

I can differentiate the accomplishments of a variety of Western explorers. (HS.H1.2,
HS.H4.2)

HS.H1.6 Analyze the relationship among different regional, social, ethnic, and racial
groups and explain how these groups’ experiences have related to national identities.
HS.H1.7 Analyze how technological innovation and trade has affected economic
development and transformed societies.
HS.H2.1 Explain multiple causes of conflict.
HS.H2.3 Evaluate the short- and long- term impacts of conflicts and their resolutions.

I can evaluate the influence of multiple cultures on the nation (HS.H1.3, HS.H1.4,
HS.H3.5, HS.H4.4)
I can explain the social, economic, and political, impact of industrial innovation and
expansion. (HS.H1.7, HS.H3.3, HS.H3.5, HS.G3.1)
I can investigate the various arguments over slavery and the impact on the nation.
(HS.H3.2, HS.H3.4, HS.H3.5, HS.G2.2)

Key Concepts/Topics
Louisiana Purchase
western explorers
birth of American industry
immigration
Great Awakening ideas and reforms
Jacksonian Democracy
impacts on Native Americans
Mexican-American War
slavery expansion and conflict

HS.H3.1 Analyze how societies, leaders, institutions, and organizations respond to
societal needs and changes.
HS.H3.3 Compare the ways in which economic philosophies influenced political,
economic, and social developments.
HS.H3.2 Analyze how ideologies, religion, and belief systems have influenced economic,
political, and social institutions over time.
HS.H3.4 Evaluate how societies have balanced individual freedoms, responsibilities, and
human dignity versus the common good.
HS.H3.5 Explain how different labor systems developed and affected societies over time.
HS.H4.1 Examine how historically marginalized groups have affected change on political
and social institutions.

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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HS.H4.2 Explain how artistic, philosophical, and scientific ideas have developed and
shaped society and institutions.
HS.H4.4 Examine how a diverse society can be a force for unity and/or disunity.
HS.G2.2 Evaluate how political and economic decisions throughout time have influenced
cultural and environmental characteristics of various places and regions.
HS.G3.1 Analyze the reciprocal nature of how historical events and the diffusion of ideas,
technologies, and cultural practices have influenced migration patterns and the
distribution of human population.
HS.G3.5 Evaluate the impact of social, political, and economic decisions that have caused
conflict or promoted cooperation throughout time.

Supporting Questions
How did the actions of the Jackson Administration influence the political, economic, and social expansion of the
nation?

How did the birth of American industrialization influence human movement?
How did the sectional divide over slavery influence Westward Expansion?

What were the effects of Manifest Destiny on competing cultures?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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American History Unit 4:
Civil War and Reconstruction
Compelling Question: How did the Civil War and Reconstruction impact individual rights?

Time: 3 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards

Learning Targets

HS.H1.2 Explain and compare how social, cultural, and environmental factors
influenced state-building, expansion, and dissolution.

I can investigate and summarize the causes and aftermath of Secession. (HS.H1.2, HS.H2.1,
HS.H4.4)

HS.H1.3 Evaluate the consequences that resulted from civilizational and cultural
interactions.

I can analyze the strengths and weaknesses of the Union and the Confederacy. (HS.H1.2,
HS.H1.6, HS.H1.7,HS.G3.5 )

HS.H1.6 Analyze the relationship among different regional, social, ethnic, and racial
groups and explain how these groups’ experiences have related to national
identities.

I can identify and evaluate the impact of the turning points of the war. (HS.H1.7, HS.H2.2,
HS.G2.2)

HS.H1.7 Analyze how technological innovation and trade has affected economic
development and transformed societies.
HS.H2.1 Explain multiple causes of conflict.
HS.H2.2 Analyze approaches to conflict management and resolution.
HS.H2.3 Evaluate the short- and long- term impacts of conflicts and their
resolutions.
HS.H3.1 Analyze how societies, leaders, institutions, and organizations respond to
societal needs and changes.

I can analyze the impact of war on people from all levels of society on the home front and
the battlefront. (HS.H1.3, HS.H2.3, HS.H4.4)
I can compare and contrast the differing plans for Reconstruction. (HS.H2.2, HS.H2.3,
HS.H3.4)

Key Concepts/Topics
causes of the Civil War
major leaders of the Civil War
United States v. Confederate States
turning points in the Civil War
impact of the war on various groups
Lincoln’s assassination
Reconstruction plans
Black Codes and Jim Crow

I can evaluate the effectiveness of the Reconstruction Plan of 1867. (HS.H2.2, HS.H2.3,
HS.G2.2)
I can relate societal changes and continuity of the Reconstruction Era to later eras. (HS.H3.1,
HS.H3.2, HS.H4.1, HS.H3.5)

HS.H3.2 Analyze how ideologies, religion, and belief systems have influenced
economic, political, and social institutions over time.
HS.H3.4 Evaluate how societies have balanced individual freedoms, responsibilities,
and human dignity versus the common good.
HS.H3.5 Explain how different labor systems developed and affected societies over
time.
HS.H4.1 Examine how historically marginalized groups have affected change on

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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political and social institutions.
HS.H4.4 Examine how a diverse society can be a force for unity and/or disunity.
HS.G2.2 Evaluate how political and economic decisions throughout time have
influenced cultural and environmental characteristics of various places and regions.
HS.G3.5 Evaluate the impact of social, political, and economic decisions that have
caused conflict or promoted cooperation throughout time.

Supporting Questions
How did the debate over slavery lead to Civil War?

How did the Civil War impact the people and the economy of the North and South differently?

How did the North and South use their contrasting advantages effectively during the war?

What actions did the government take to expand and protect individual rights in the Reconstruction Era?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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American History Unit 5:
Emergence of Modern America
Compelling Question: What makes a country a world power?

Time: 5 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards

Learning Targets

HS.H1.2 Explain and compare how social, cultural, and environmental factors influenced
state-building, expansion, and dissolution.

I can summarize the evolution of Federal policy in regards to Native Americans. (HS.H1.2,
HS.H1.4, HS.H1.6)

HS.H1.4 Analyze the impact of cultural diffusion.

I can analyze how technological innovation revolutionized American industry and
economy. (HS.H1.7, HS.H3.3, HS.H3.5, HS.H4.2)

HS.H1.6 Analyze the relationship among different regional, social, ethnic, and racial groups
and explain how these groups’ experiences have related to national identities.
HS.H1.7 Analyze how technological innovation and trade has affected economic
development and transformed societies.
HS.H2.4 Compare causes and effects of isolationism and globalism.
HS.H3.1 Analyze how societies, leaders, institutions, and organizations respond to societal
needs and changes.
HS.H3.3 Compare the ways in which economic philosophies influenced political, economic,
and social developments.
HS.H3.5 Explain how different labor systems developed and affected societies over time.
HS.H4.1 Examine how historically marginalized groups have affected change on political
and social institutions.

I can analyze how the Second Industrial Revolution transformed American society.
(HS.H1.7, HS.H3.3, HS.H3.5, HS.H4.3)
I can evaluate how the relationship between industrialization and immigration
contributes to the growth of Nativism. (HS.H1.4, HS.H1.6, HS.H3.3, HS.H3.5)

Key Concepts/Topics
Federal Indian policy
Second Industrial Revolution
immigration issues
Progressive Movement
American Imperialism
World War I

I can evaluate the effectiveness of the Progressive Movement’s response to social,
economic, and political issues of the era. (HS.H1.7, HS.H3.1, HS.H4.1, HS.H4.2)
I can evaluate and compare the arguments for and against American Imperialism.
(HS.H1.2, HS.H1.4, HS.H1.7, HS.H2.4)
I can analyze the ongoing debate between isolationism and emerging globalism in
relation to United States involvement in World War I. (HS.H1.2, HS.H2.4)
I can analyze the social, political, and economic impact of World War I on American
society. (HS.H1.6, HS.H2.4, HS.H3.1)

HS.H4.2 Explain how artistic, philosophical, and scientific ideas have developed and shaped
society and institutions.
HS.H4.3 Examine how access to information and technology has been used to influence
society.

Supporting Questions
What events led to the Reservation system and forced assimilation of Native Americans?

What role did people and government play in responding to the problems of the Industrial Age?

How did new technology and the growth of a capitalist industrial economy impact society?

What events led to the growing role of the United States on the international stage?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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American History Unit 6:
The Great Depression and World War II
Compelling Question: What circumstances require government intervention?

Time: 4 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards

Learning Targets

HS.H1.6 Analyze the relationship among different regional, social, ethnic, and racial
groups and explain how these groups’ experiences have related to national identities.

I can identify and evaluate foreign and domestic policy in relation to American involvement
in World War I. (HS.H2.1, HS.H2.3, HS.H2.4)

HS.H2.1 Explain multiple causes of conflict.

I can analyze the impact of social change in the 1920s. (HS.H1.6, HS.H3.1, HS.H3.2,
HS.H4.4)

HS.H2.3 Evaluate the short- and long- term impacts of conflicts and their resolutions.
HS.H2.4 Compare causes and effects of isolationism and globalism.
HS.H3.1 Analyze how societies, leaders, institutions, and organizations respond to
societal needs and changes.
HS.H3.2 Analyze how ideologies, religion, and belief systems have influenced
economic, political, and social institutions over time.
HS.H3.3 Compare the ways in which economic philosophies influenced political,
economic, and social developments.
HS.H3.4 Evaluate how societies have balanced individual freedoms, responsibilities,
and human dignity versus the common good.
HS.H4.3 Examine how access to information and technology has been used to influence
society.
HS.H4.4 Examine how a diverse society can be a force for unity and/or disunity.

I can develop an argument for the causes of the Great Depression through evaluating the
economic practices of the 1920s. (HS.H1.6, HS.H3.1)
I can evaluate the economic and societal impact of the Great Depression on various
regional, social, and racial groups. (HS.H1.6, HS.H2.3, HS.H3.1, HS.H4.4)
I can evaluate the effectiveness of the New Deal in responding to economic and societal
needs created by the Great Depression. (HS.H3.1, HS.H3.4, HS.H4.3, HS.H3.3)
I can develop an argument addressing the effectiveness of United States foreign policy in
maintaining isolationism amid impending global conflict. (HS.H2.1, HS.H2.3, HS.H2.4)

Key Concepts/Topics
1920s
stock market
causes of the Great Depression
changes in domestic policy
New Deal
foreign policy
causes of World War II
American mobilization to World War II
course of World War II
impacts of World War II

I can identify and evaluate the impact of American involvement in the turning points in the
European and Pacific theaters of World War II. (HS.H2.3, HS.H2.4, HS.H3.4, HS.H4.4)
I can provide examples of how a diverse society contributed to home front mobilization and
victory in World War II. (HS.H1.6, HS.H3.4, HS.H4.3, HS.H4.4)
I can analyze the impact of World War II in establishing the United States as a global power.
(HS.H2.3, HS.H2.4, HS.H3.2, HS.H3.4)

Supporting Questions
What events challenged societal and economic norms of the 1920s?

How did the United States change their foreign policy between World War I and World War I?

What were the goals and actions of the government in responding to the Great Depression?

What events during World War II contributed to the emergence of the United States as a superpower?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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American History Unit 7: Postwar United States
Compelling Question: What role should America play in the affairs of other sovereign nations?

Time: 5 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards

Learning Targets

HS.H1.6 Analyze the relationship among different regional, social, ethnic, and racial
groups and explain how these groups’ experiences have related to national identities.

I can compare democratic and communist philosophies and evaluate the role the
competing ideologies played in rebuilding Europe. (HS.H2.4, HS.H3.2, HS.H3.3)

HS.H1.7 Analyze how technological innovation and trade has affected economic
development and transformed societies.

I can evaluate the social, economic, and political impact of American involvement in
military conflicts in Asia. (HS.H1.6, HS.H2.3, HS.H2.4, HS.H3.2)

HS.H2.3 Evaluate the short- and long- term impacts of conflicts and their resolutions.

I can examine the social, economic, and political impact of Cold War technological
competition. (HS.H1.7, HS.H3.2, HS.H4.2, HS.H4.3)

HS.H2.3 Evaluate the short- and long- term impacts of conflicts and their resolutions.
HS.H2.4 Compare causes and effects of isolationism and globalism.
HS.H3.1 Analyze how societies, leaders, institutions, and organizations respond to
societal needs and changes.
HS.H3.2 Analyze how ideologies, religion, and belief systems have influenced
economic, political, and social institutions over time.
HS.H3.3 Compare the ways in which economic philosophies influenced political,
economic, and social developments.

Key Concepts/Topics
Cold War conflicts
foreign policy
social transformation
Civil Rights
domestic policy

I can analyze the evolution of the ideologies and events that led to the dissolution of the
Cold War. (HS.H2.3, HS.H3.2)
I can connect the post war economic boom, and development of society to the evolution of
social norms in the following decades. (HS.H1.6, HS.H3.1, HS.H3.2)
I can develop an argument evaluating the effectiveness of the Civil Rights Movement in
motivating the three branches of government to legally uphold the promises of the 13th,
14th, and 15th amendments. (HS.H2.3, HS.H3.1, HS.H4.1, HS.H4.4)

HS.H3.4 Evaluate how societies have balanced individual freedoms, responsibilities,
and human dignity versus the common good.

I can explain how marginalized groups responded to social, economic, and political
inequality and evaluate the effectiveness of their actions. (HS.H2.2, HS.H3.1, HS.H4.1,
HS.H4.4)

HS.H4.1 Examine how historically marginalized groups have affected change on
political and social institutions.

I can identify and explain government response to growing concerns over social,
economic, and environmental issues. (HS.H3.2, HS.H3.3, HS.H3.4, HS.H4.2)

HS.H4.2 Explain how artistic, philosophical, and scientific ideas have developed and
shaped society and institutions.
HS.H4.3 Examine how access to information and technology has been used to
influence society.
HS.H4.4 Examine how a diverse society can be a force for unity and/or disunity.

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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American and Arizona History Unit 7

Supporting Questions
How did developments and conflicts in Europe and Asia contribute to the rising tension between the United States
and the USSR?

How did the competing ideologies of the Soviets and Americans influence the development of society in each
respective country?

How did the arms and space race contribute to societal and global tension between world powers?

How did methods utilized by civil rights leaders effectively change American society?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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American and Arizona History Unit 8

American History Unit 8:
Contemporary United States
Compelling Question: What is the responsibility of United States citizens in contemporary America?

Time: 4 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards

Learning Targets

HS.H2.1 Explain multiple causes of conflict.

I can analyze the challenges associated with expanding globalism and
the growing influence of the United States in the world. (HS.H2.1,
HS.H2.4, HS.H3.2, HS.H3.4)

HS.H2.2 Analyze approaches to conflict management and resolution.
HS.H2.4 Compare causes and effects of isolationism and globalism.
HS.H3.1 Analyze how societies, leaders, institutions, and organizations respond to societal needs and
changes.
HS.H3.2 Analyze how ideologies, religion, and belief systems have influenced economic, political, and
social institutions over time.
HS.H3.4 Evaluate how societies have balanced individual freedoms, responsibilities, and human dignity
versus the common good.

I can examine American political and social response to foreign and
domestic terrorism. (HS.H2,4, HS.H3.4, HS.H4.3, HS.H4.4, HS.H2.2)
I can evaluate sources of contemporary domestic American social
activism. (HS.H3.1, HS.H3.2, HS.H4.1, HS.H4.4)
I can analyze the impact of the growth of technology and expanding
access to information. (HS.H3.1, HS.H3.4, HS.H4.2, HS.H4.3)

Key Concepts/Topics
domestic politics and policies
environmental issues
terrorism
nuclear proliferation
human rights/genocide
globalization
poverty
accessibility of information

HS.H4.1 Examine how historically marginalized groups have affected change on political and social
institutions.
HS.H4.2 Explain how artistic, philosophical, and scientific ideas have developed and shaped society and
institutions.
HS.H4.3 Examine how access to information and technology has been used to influence society.
HS.H4.4 Examine how a diverse society can be a force for unity and/or disunity.

Supporting Questions
What is America’s role in global conflicts?

How did the Civil Rights Movement impact current social activism and how have the issues and activism evolved?

How has each branch of government responded to foreign and domestic terrorism?

How has the expansion of technological capabilities changed American’s interactions with their government and
the world?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Scope and Sequence
High School Social Studies: American Government
Through the use of inquiry, students will explore how to become active citizens. Knowledge of the history, principles, and foundations of our republic
will be studied, including fundamentals of government on the national, state, and local levels. This includes but is not limited to the three branches of
government, rights, and responsibilities of American citizenship, and the development and linkage of institutions such as political parties, interest groups,
and the media.
Unit #
Title
1
Philosophical Foundations of
American Democracy

Critical Content
Principles of the Declaration of Independence: natural rights and social contracts

Approximate Time
3 weeks

Constitutional Principles: popular sovereignty, limited government, separated
powers, checks and balances, federalism, judicial review
Federalist-Antifederalist Debate
Overview of the structure of the United States Constitution articles and
amendments

2

American Political Institutions

Structure, powers, roles, and functions of the legislative, executive, and judicial
branches

3 weeks

Specific constitutional clauses and amendments related to each of the branches
of government
3

Political Participation

Political ideologies, elections, media, political parties, and interest groups

3 weeks

4

Arizona Civics and
Government

Powers, functions, and responsibilities of each level of government

3 weeks

Structure, powers, roles, and functions of the legislative, executive, and judicial
branches within Arizona
Rights protected in the Arizona Constitution

5

Civil Liberties and Civil Rights

Liberties and rights protected in the United States Constitution and Amendments

3 weeks

Responsibilities of citizens to maintain a functioning democracy
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Disciplinary Skills and Processes
High School Social Studies: American Government
Units

1 – Philosophical Foundations of American Democracy
2 – American Political Institutions
3 – Political Participation

4 – Arizona
5 – Civil Liberties, Civil Rights, and Responsibilities

DISCIPLINARY SKILLS and PROCESSES: Use this chart to track usage of SP standards throughout the
units. Shaded boxes indicate suggested use of the standard in that specific unit. Teaching of the standards is
expected throughout the course.

UNITS:

1

2

3

4

5

Chronological reasoning requires understanding processes of change and continuity over time, which means assessing
similarities and differences between historical periods and between the past and present.
HS.SP1.1 Evaluate how events and developments were shaped by unique circumstances of time and place as well as broader contexts.
HS.SP1.2 Analyze change and continuity in historical eras.
HS.SP1.3 Evaluate the significance of past events as they relate to their own lives and the world.
HS.SP1.4 Use compelling questions generated about individuals and groups to assess how the significance of their actions changes over time and is shaped by the historical
context.
Thinking within the discipline involves the ability to identify, compare, and evaluate multiple perspectives about a
given event to draw conclusions about that event since there are multiple points of view about events and issues.
HS.SP2.1 Analyze how contexts shaped and continue to shape people’s perspectives.
HS.SP2.2 Analyze the ways in which perspective shapes recorded history.
HS.SP2.3 Demonstrate historical empathy when examining individuals or groups in the past whose perspectives might be very different from those held today.
Historians and social scientists gather, interpret, and use evidence to develop claims and answer historical, economic,
geographical, and political questions and communicate their conclusions.
HS.SP3.1 Develop and frame questions about issues and events in the discipline and determine the types of sources that will be helpful in answering these questions.
HS.SP3.2 Gather relevant information from multiple sources representing a wide range of views while using origin, authority, structure, context, and corroborative value of
the source to guide the selection.
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Government Disciplinary Skills

DISCIPLINARY SKILLS and PROCESSES

UNITS:

1

2

3

4

5

HS.SP3.3 Analyze the relationship between primary sources and the secondary interpretations made from them including possible limitations in various kinds of evidence
and differing secondary interpretations.
HS.SP3.4 Evaluate the credibility of a source by examining how experts value the source.
HS.SP3.5 Use questions generated about multiple historical sources to pursue further inquiry and investigate additional sources.
HS.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and
evidentiary weaknesses.
HS.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using sound reasoning, correct sequence (linear and non-linear) examples, and details with significant and pertinent
information and data, while acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanation.
HS.SP3.8 Present arguments and explanations that feature ideas and perspectives on issues and topics to reach a range of audiences and venues using print, oral, and
digital technologies.
Thinking within the discipline involves the ability to analyze relationships among causes and effects and to create and
support arguments using relevant evidence.
HS.SP4.1 Analyze multiple and complex causes and effects of events in the past and present.
HS.SP4.2 Distinguish between long-term causes and triggering events in developing an argument.
HS.SP4.3 Integrate evidence from multiple relevant sources and interpretations into a reasoned argument.
HS.SP4.4 Compare the central arguments in secondary works on related topics in multiple media. Critique the central arguments in secondary works on related topics in
multiple media in terms of their accuracy and relevance.
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Government Unit 1: Philosophical
Foundations of American Democracy

Government Unit 1

Compelling Question: How do the principles embodied in the United States Constitution protect individual liberty
while also promoting order and safety?

Time: 3 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards
HS.C1.2 Evaluate how society and political systems in different contexts promote civic
virtue and democratic principles established by the founding documents.
HS.C1.3 Explain and use deliberative processes implemented in various civic and political
institutions.
HS.C1.4 Analyze the evolution of civic virtues, democratic principles, constitutional rights,
and human rights.
HS.C2.2 Analyze the role of citizens in the United States political system over time and
compare this to the role of citizens in other political systems.
HS.C2.3 Evaluate the evolution of ideals and rights established in historical documents,
legislation, executive actions, and court cases.
HS.C2.6 Evaluate the contributions of individuals and groups, including Arizonans, who
have played a role in promoting civic and democratic principles.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

I can explain the principles established in the Declaration of Independence. (HS.C1.2)

federalism

I can compare the governments created by the Articles of Confederation and the United States
Constitution. (HS.C1.2)

judicial review

I can analyze the plans for and compromises made at the Constitutional Convention. (HS.C1.3,
HS.C1.4, HS.C2.6, HS.C3.1)
I can analyze principles for government established in the United States Constitution. (HS.C1.4,
HS.C2.2)

limited government
natural rights
popular sovereignty
separation of powers

I can compare federalism with other systems of government. (HS.C1.2, HS.C2.3, HS.C2.2)

checks and balances

I can compare opposing arguments regarding the structure of the government created by the
United States Constitution. (HS.C2.2, HS.C2.6, HS.C3.1)

social contract

I can analyze the changes made to the United States Constitution throughout history. (HS.C2.3,
HS.C2.6, HS.C3.1)

Three-Fifths Compromise
Great Compromise

HS.C3.1 Examine how the United States Constitution established a system of government
that has powers, responsibilities, and limits and analyze how those powers, responsibilities,
and limits have changed over time.

Supporting Questions
What principles of government are written into the Declaration of Independence?
What weaknesses were created in the Articles of Confederation, and why?
How did the Framers of the United States Constitution address the weakness of the Articles of Confederation?
How did cooperation, conflict, and compromise influence the creation of the United States Constitution?
What governing principles are embodied in the United States Constitution?
Why does the United States Constitution separate national powers?
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Why did the Framers create a federal system, when compared with unitary governments that exist in other
democracies?
Why did some argue for a powerful national government, and others stronger state governments?
What arguments were made for and against the central government created by the United States Constitution?
Why does the United States Constitution divide power between the national government and the states?
How have amendments changed the United States Constitution and impacted American life?
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Government Unit 2:
American Political Institutions
Compelling Question: Does the United States Constitution create three co-equal branches of government?

Time: 3 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards
HS.C1.3 Explain and use deliberative processes implemented in various civic and political
institutions.
HS.C2.2 Analyze the role of citizens in the United States political system over time and
compare this to the role of citizens in other political systems.
HS.C3.1 Examine how the United States Constitution established a system of government
that has powers, responsibilities, and limits and analyze how those powers, responsibilities,
and limits have changed over time.
HS.C3.2 Analyze the origins, functions, and structures of government at the national, state,
local, and tribal levels and compare with other systems of government.
HS.C3.4 Analyze the impact of constitutions, laws, treaties, charters, and agreements on the
maintenance of international order.
HS.C4.1 Evaluate multiple procedures for making governmental decisions in all three
branches and at the local, state, tribal, national, and international levels in terms of the civic
purpose achieved.

Learning Targets
I can analyze and explain the system of checks and balances established in the United
States Constitution. (HS.C3.1)
I can describe the structure and powers of the national legislative branch. (HS.C3.1)
I can explain the lawmaking process. (HS.C1.3, HS.C4.4, HS.C4.2, HS.C4.5)
I can describe the structure and powers of the national executive branch. (HS.C3.1)
I can describe the process of choosing the president through the Electoral College.
(HS.C3.1)
I can describe the structure and powers of the national judicial branch. (HS.C3.1)
I can analyze interactions among the branches of government and/or linkage institutions
in various historical contexts. (HS.C2.2, HS.C4.2, HS.C4.1, HS.C4.6)
I can describe how amendments have changed American political institutions. (HS.C1.3,
HS.C3.1, HS.C3.2, HS.C3.4, HS.C4.1, HS.C4.4, HS.C4.2, HS.C4.5, HS.C4.6)

Key Concepts/Topics
checks and balances
Electoral College
executive branch
expressed powers
growth of executive power
implied powers
judicial branch
lawmaking process
legislative branch
Marbury v Madison
separation of powers

HS.C4.2 Evaluate local, state, national, and international policies in terms of intended and
unintended outcomes and related consequences.
HS.C4.4 Analyze the purpose, process, implementation, and consequences of decision
making and public policies in multiple settings and at various levels.
HS.C4.5 Use disciplinary and interdisciplinary lenses to understand the characteristics and
causes of local, regional, and global problems, instances of such problems in multiple
contexts, and challenges and opportunities faced by those trying to address these problems
over time and place.
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Government Unit 2

HS.C4.6 Assess options for action to address local, regional, and global problems by
engaging in self- reflection, strategy identification, and complex causal reasoning.

Supporting Questions
What roles does Congress perform?
How does the structure of the House and Senate impact the policymaking process?
How does the powers vested in the House and Senate impact the policymaking process?
What are the roles of the president?
What are the structure and powers of the Executive Branch?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

Through what process is the President of the United States chosen?
What role do the courts perform in the federal system?
How have informal changes to the United States Constitution impacted the American political system?
How does competition and cooperation among the institutions of the federal government influence the public
policy-making process?
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Government Unit 3: Political Participation
Compelling Question: How effective are competing linkage institutions in influencing the distribution of political
power and public policy?

Time: 3 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards
HS.C1.1 Explain the significance of civic virtues to a well-functioning constitutional
republic.
HS.C1.3 Explain and use deliberative processes implemented in various civic and political
institutions.
HS.C1.4 Analyze the evolution of civic virtues, democratic principles, constitutional rights,
and human rights.
HS.C2.1 Explain the importance of individual participation in civic and political
institutions.
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibilities of citizens.
HS.C2.6 Evaluate the contributions of individuals and groups, including Arizonans, who
have played a role in promoting civic and democratic principles.
HS.C3.3 Analyze the impact of political parties, interest groups, elections, and the media
on political institutions.
HS.C4.3 Explain the procedures for elections at the local, state, tribal, and national levels.
HS.C4.4 Analyze the purpose, process, implementation, and consequences of decision
making and public policies in multiple settings and at various levels.

Learning Targets
I can participate in the political process. (HS.C1.1, HS.C2.1, HS.C2.4, HS.C4.7)
I can identify the requirements to vote in Arizona. (HS.C1.1, HS.C2.1, HS.C2.4)
I can describe how amendments to the United States Constitution and acts of Congress
have expanded suffrage. (HS.C1.4, HS.C2.1)
I can differentiate between the primary and general elections. (HS.C1.3, HS.C3.3,
HS.C4.3, HS.G1.1, HS.G3.2)
I can differentiate between various economic and social political ideologies. (HS.C1.4,
HS.G1.1, HS.G2.2, HS.G3.2, HS.C4.5, HS.C4.6)
I can differentiate between the roles of political parties and interest groups in the
American political system. (HS.C1.3, HS.C2.6, HS.C2.1, HS.C2.6, HS.C3.3, HS.C4.5)
I can identify the major American political parties and describe their platforms. (HS.C3.3)
I can identify and differentiate the various types of media. (HS.C3.3)
I can identify the characteristics of reliable journalism. (HS.C3.3)
I can identify and analyze the roles of media in the American political system. (HS.C3.3)
I can describe the impact of iron triangles on the political process. (HS.C2.1, HS.C2.6,
HS.C4.4, HS.C4.5, HS.C4.6)

Key Concepts/Topics
elections
Electoral College
interest groups
iron triangles
media literacy
political ideologies
political parties
roles of the media
suffrage
types of media

HS.C4.5 Use disciplinary and interdisciplinary lenses to understand the characteristics and
causes of local, regional, and global problems, instances of such problems in multiple
contexts, and challenges and opportunities faced by those trying to address these
problems over time and place.
HS.C4.6 Assess options for action to address local, regional, and global problems by
engaging in self-reflection, strategy identification, and complex causal reasoning.
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Government Unit 3

HS.C4.7 Apply a range of deliberative and democratic strategies and procedures to make
decisions in the classroom, school, and out-of-school civic contexts.
HS.G1.1 Use geographic data to explain and analyze relationships between locations of
place and regions.
HS.G2.2 Evaluate how political and economic decisions throughout time have influenced
cultural and environmental characteristics of various places and regions.
HS.G3.2 Evaluate the impact of economic activities and political decisions on spatial
patterns within and among urban, suburban, and rural regions.

Supporting Questions
How can I participate in the political process?
How have Constitutional amendments and legislative action expanded voting rights?
How do the steps in the election process impact ultimate results?
How do political parties seek to control and influence government?
How do interest groups influence the policy-making process?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

What are current significant political issues?
How does media impact the conversation around the political process?
How does the media influence the political process?
What are the current voter identification patterns in cities, suburbs, rural communities, and states throughout
the nation?
How does voter ideology relate to gender, race, age, education, religion, income, and other demographic
factors?
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Government Unit 4:
Arizona Civics and Government
Compelling Question: How does competition and cooperation among the institutions of the state and national
governments influence Arizona’s public policy-making process?

Time: 3 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards
HS.C1.2 Evaluate how society and political systems in different contexts promote civic virtue
and democratic principles established by the founding documents.
HS.C1.3 Explain and use deliberative processes implemented in various civic and political
institutions.
HS.C2.5 Compare the rights guaranteed in Arizona Constitution to those in the United States
Constitution.
HS.C2.6 Evaluate the contributions of individuals and groups, including Arizonans, who have
played a role in promoting civic and democratic principles.
HS.C3.2 Analyze the origins, functions, and structures of government at the national, state,
local, and tribal levels and compare with other systems of government.
HS.C3.3 Analyze the impact of political parties, interest groups, elections, and the media on
political institutions.

Learning Targets
I can explain how the United States Constitution establishes federalism. (HS.C1.2,
HS.C1.3, HS.C4.1, HS.C4.2, HS.C4.3, HS.C4.4, HS.C4.5, HS.C4.6, HS.G1.1)
I can compare the protections provided in the Arizona Declaration of Rights with the
Bill of Rights. (HS.C1.2, HS.C2.5)
I can describe the structure, powers, and roles of the Arizona legislative branch.
(HS.C3.2, HS.G2.2, HS.G3.2)
I can describe the structure, powers, and roles of the Arizona executive branch.
(HS.C3.2, HS.G2.2, HS.G3.2)
I can describe the structure, powers, and roles of the Arizona judicial branch.
(HS.C3.2, HS.G2.2, HS.G3.2)
I can describe the unique political and geographical factors that influence the
political socialization of Arizona. (HS.C2.6, HS.C3.3, HS.C4.1, HS.C4.3, HS.C4.4,
HS.C4.5, HS.C4.6, HS.G1.1, HS.G3.2)

Key Concepts/Topics
Arizona political processes - initiatives,
referenda, recall, interest groups
Arizona executive branch
Arizona judicial branch
Arizona legislative branch
concurrent powers
delegated powers
federalism
fiscal federalism
reserved powers
tribal sovereignty

HS.C4.1 Evaluate multiple procedures for making governmental decisions in all three branches
and at the local, state, tribal, national, and international levels in terms of the civic purpose
achieved.
HS.C4.2 Evaluate local, state, national, and international policies in terms of intended and
unintended outcomes and related consequences.
HS.C4.3 Explain the procedures for elections at the local, state, tribal, and national levels.
HS.C4.4 Analyze the purpose, process, implementation, and consequences of decision making
and public policies in multiple settings and at various levels.
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Government Unit 3

HS.C4.5 Use disciplinary and interdisciplinary lenses to understand the characteristics and
causes of local, regional, and global problems, instances of such problems in multiple contexts,
and challenges and opportunities faced by those trying to address these problems over time
and place.
HS.C4.6 Assess options for action to address local, regional, and global problems by engaging
in self-reflection, strategy identification, and complex causal reasoning.
HS.G1.1 Use geographic data to explain and analyze relationships between locations of place
and regions.
HS.G2.2 Evaluate how political and economic decisions throughout time have influenced
cultural and environmental characteristics of various places and regions.
HS.G3.2 Evaluate the impact of economic activities and political decisions on spatial patterns
within and among urban, suburban, and rural regions.

Supporting Questions
How does the United States Constitution provide for state powers?
How does Congressional funding impact the relationship between state and federal power-sharing?
How does Arizona’s Declaration of Rights compare with the Bill of Rights?
What are the structure and powers of Arizona’s legislature?
What are the structure and powers of Arizona’s executive branch?
How does Arizona’s plural executive impact its politics?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

What are the structure and powers of the state judicial branch?
How does Arizona’s initiative, recall, and referendum systems provide for democracy?
How does competition and cooperation among the institutions of Arizona’s government influence the public
policy-making process?
How has Arizona’s geography influenced federal involvement?
How does Arizona’s history and geography impact political socialization?
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Government Unit 5:
Civil Liberties and Civil Rights
Compelling Question: How has the interpretation of civil liberties and civil rights changed over time?

Time: 3 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

HS.C1.1 Explain the significance of civic virtues to a well-functioning constitutional
republic.

I can identify the responsibilities held by American citizens and explain the importance of
exercising those responsibilities. (HS.C1.1, HS.C2.4, HS.C2.1, HS.C2.4)

civil liberties

HS.C1.3 Explain and use deliberative processes implemented in various civic and political
institutions.

I can describe how the United States Constitution protects individual civil liberties and civil
rights. (HS.C1.4, HS.C2.4)

due process

HS.C1.4 Analyze the evolution of civic virtues, democratic principles, constitutional rights,
and human rights.

I can describe the impact of selective incorporation of the 14th Amendment on civil liberties
and civil rights. (HS.C1.3, HS.C1.4, HS.C2.3, HS.C3.1, HS.C4.1)

limited government

HS.C2.1 Explain the importance of individual participation in civic and political
institutions.

I can describe how the Bill of Rights is continually interpreted to balance government power
and the civil liberties of individuals. (HS.C1.3, HS.C1.4, HS.C2.3, HS.C3.1, HS.C4.1)

civil rights
equal protection
selective incorporation

HS.C2.3 Evaluate the evolution of ideals and rights established in historical documents,
legislation, executive actions, and court cases.
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibilities of citizens.
HS.C3.1 Examine how the United States Constitution established a system of government
that has powers, responsibilities, and limits and analyze how those powers,
responsibilities, and limits have changed over time.
HS.C4.1 Evaluate multiple procedures for making governmental decisions in all three
branches and at the local, state, tribal, national, and international levels in terms of the
civic purpose achieved.

Supporting Questions
How does the United States Constitution limit the power of the national and state governments?
How has the 14 Amendment impacted individual civil liberties?

How does the Constitution and Supreme Court precedence balance freedom of speech and press with order and
security?

How has the 14th Amendment impacted individual civil rights?

Why is due process fundamental to protecting individual rights?

How does the establishment and free exercise clauses protect freedom of religion?

When can the state legally conduct a search or seizure?

th

Why are those accused of crimes guaranteed rights?
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Scope and Sequence
High School Social Studies: Principles and Practices of Economics
Through the use of inquiry, students will explore the economic reasoning process to make informed decisions in a wide variety of economic contexts.
Knowledge about how people, institutions, and societies choose to use resources to meet their wants and needs will be studied. In addition, concepts
incorporating financial literacy and personal finance will be examined, including budgeting, saving, spending, investing, credit, and banking.
Unit #
Title
1
Economic Reasoning

2

Financial Literacy

Critical Content
Scarcity and Opportunity Cost
Incentives
Marginal Analysis

Compare Economic Systems

Cost/Benefit Analysis

Circular Flow Model

Personal Budgeting

Approximate Time
2.5 weeks

3 weeks

Credit and Loans
Investment Options
3

Microeconomics

Supply and Demand and Prices

Business Organizations

4 weeks

The “FED” and Banks

4 weeks

Price Controls
Market Structures
4

Macroeconomics

Reading economic data (i.e., GDP,
Unemployment, Inflation)

Monetary Policy

Fiscal Policy
5

Trade and Globalization

Absolute and Comparative Advantage

2.5 weeks

Free Trade vs. Protectionism
Global Standards of Living
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Disciplinary Skills and Processes
High School Social Studies: Principles and Practices of Economics
Units

1 – Economic Reasoning
2 – Financial Literacy
3 – Microeconomics

4 – Macroeconomics
5 – Trade and Globalization

DISCIPLINARY SKILLS and PROCESSES: Use this chart to track usage of SP standards throughout the

UNITS:

units.
Chronological reasoning requires understanding processes of change and continuity over time, which means assessing
similarities and differences between historical periods and between the past and present.

1

2

3

4

5

HS.SP1.1 Evaluate how events and developments were shaped by unique circumstances of time and place as well as broader contexts.
HS.SP1.2 Analyze change and continuity in historical eras.
HS.SP1.3 Evaluate the significance of past events as they relate to their own lives and the world.
HS.SP1.4 Use compelling questions generated about individuals and groups to assess how the significance of their actions changes over time and is shaped by the historical
context.
Thinking within the discipline involves the ability to identify, compare, and evaluate multiple perspectives about a
given event to draw conclusions about that event since there are multiple points of view about events and issues.
HS.SP2.1 Analyze how contexts shaped and continue to shape people’s perspectives.
HS.SP2.2 Analyze the ways in which perspective shapes recorded history.
HS.SP2.3 Demonstrate historical empathy when examining individuals or groups in the past whose perspectives might be very different from those held today.
Historians and social scientists gather, interpret, and use evidence to develop claims and answer historical, economic,
geographical, and political questions and communicate their conclusions.
HS.SP3.1 Develop and frame questions about issues and events in the discipline and determine the types of sources that will be helpful in answering these questions.
HS.SP3.2 Gather relevant information from multiple sources representing a wide range of views while using origin, authority, structure, context, and corroborative value of
the source to guide the selection.
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Economics Disciplinary Skills

DISCIPLINARY SKILLS and PROCESSES

UNITS:

1

2

3

4

5

HS.SP3.3 Analyze the relationship between primary sources and the secondary interpretations made from them including possible limitations in various kinds of evidence
and differing secondary interpretations.
HS.SP3.4 Evaluate the credibility of a source by examining how experts value the source.
HS.SP3.5 Use questions generated about multiple historical sources to pursue further inquiry and investigate additional sources.
HS.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and
evidentiary weaknesses.
HS.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using sound reasoning, correct sequence (linear and non-linear) examples, and details with significant and pertinent
information and data, while acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanation.
HS.SP3.8 Present arguments and explanations that feature ideas and perspectives on issues and topics to reach a range of audiences and venues using print, oral, and digital
technologies.
Thinking within the discipline involves the ability to analyze relationships among causes and effects and to create and
support arguments using relevant evidence.
HS.SP4.1 Analyze multiple and complex causes and effects of events in the past and present.
HS.SP4.2 Distinguish between long-term causes and triggering events in developing an argument.
HS.SP4.3 Integrate evidence from multiple relevant sources and interpretations into a reasoned argument.
HS.SP4.4 Compare the central arguments in secondary works on related topics in multiple media. Critique the central arguments in secondary works on related topics in
multiple media in terms of their accuracy and relevance.
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Economics Unit 1: Economic Reasoning
Compelling Question: When should the government interfere with voluntary exchange?

Time: 2.5 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards
HS.E2.1 Explain how scarcity results in economic decisions and evaluate their impact on
individuals, institutions, and societies.
HS.E2.2 Analyze how incentives influence economic choices for individuals, institutions,
and societies.
HS.E2.3 Use cost-benefit analysis and/or marginal analysis to evaluate an economic
issue.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

I can explain that because of scarcity every choice has an opportunity cost. (HS.E2.1)

Adam Smith

I can identify the factors of production and provide examples of each. (HS.E2.1)

opportunity cost

I can evaluate a production possibility curve, calculate opportunity cost, and
determine efficiency. (HS.E2.1)

capitalist vs. command economy

I can use marginal analysis to calculate marginal cost and marginal benefit in real life
situations. (HS.E2.3)
I can identify how incentives help individuals, firms, and governments make
decisions. (HS.E2.2)
I can identify and compare economic systems to explain advantages and
disadvantages of each system. (HS.E2.2)
I can evaluate and explain a nation’s level of government regulation and how that
relates to their placement on the mixed economy spectrum. (HS.E2.1, HS.E2.2)
I can compare the key features of the free market circular flow model and mixed
economy circular flow model. (HS.E2.1, HS.E2.2, HS.E2.3)

physical capital
circular flow model
production possibilities
communism vs. socialism
public goods
factors of production
scarcity
government regulation
self-interest
human capital
thinking at the margin
invisible hand
voluntary exchange
Karl Marx
law of diminishing marginal returns
mixed economy

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Economics Unit 1

Supporting Questions
What is the relationship between scarcity and choices?

How does the invisible hand guide people in a free market to be productive members of society?

What is the difference between labor and human capital?

What are examples of socialist programs in the United States?

How does the production possibilities graph demonstrate the basic economic concepts of scarcity, trade-offs,
opportunity cost, and efficiency?

What factors contribute to a nation’s placement on the economic spectrum?

What are some common examples of marginal decisions that students make?
How does consumer sovereignty determine production decisions in the free market?

What are examples of common public goods?
What are examples of government regulatory agencies in the United States?
What are the similarities and differences of the free market and mixed market circular flow model?

What are advantages and disadvantages of a command economy?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Economics Unit 2: Financial Literacy
Compelling Question: Is the benefit of a college education worth the cost?

Time: 3 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

HS.E1.1 Evaluate how and why people make choices to improve their economic
well-being.

I can analyze the effect that education, debt, investing, and criminal records have on
economic well-being. (HS.E1.1)

bonds (government,
corporate, municipal)

HS.E1.2 Analyze the factors that influence how and why people make
budgeting and saving choices.

I can manage the cash flow in a family budget. (HS.E1.2)

compound interest

I can analyze the benefits and drawbacks of using different types of credit. (HS.E1.3)

credit card vs. debit
card

HS.E1.3 Evaluate the cost and benefits of using credit.
HS.E1.4 Compare the cost and benefits of several types of investments.
HS.E1.5 Evaluate the ways insurance may minimize personal financial risk.

I can identify the factors that determine a credit score. (HS.E1.3)
I can explain the relationship between credit scores, loan approval, and loan interest rates.
(HS.E1.2)

credit report
credit score

I can explain the risk vs. return relationship of different investment types. (HS.E1.4)

credit utilization

I can determine the impact of expenses on investment return. (HS.E1.4)

diversification

I can identify various types of insurance and how different coverage levels provide varying
levels of financial protection. (HS.E1.5)

expense ratios

insurance deductible
insurance premium
interest rates
mutual funds
risk vs. return
stocks (blue chip, growth,
speculative)
student loans
variable costs

fixed costs

Supporting Questions
What is self-interest?
Why are all costs variable costs in the long run?
When should I use credit?
What can I do to increase my credit score?
Why is my credit rating important?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

How is risk related to the possibility of return?
What strategies can I use to reduce my risks in investing?
What are the costs associated with making investments?
What is the relationship between a premium and a deductible?
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Economics Unit 3: Microeconomics
Compelling Question: Should the federal government use price controls to influence markets?

Time: 4 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards
HS.E3.1 Explain how buyers and sellers interact to create markets and market
structures.
HS.E3.2 Evaluate how numerous factors and conditions influence market prices.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

I can graph supply and demand to determine market equilibrium. (HS.E3.1)
I can identify the determinants of demand and supply. (HS.E3.2)

HS.E3.3 Evaluate the role of government in regulating market places.

I can demonstrate how shifts in supply and/or demand will affect equilibrium
price and quantity. (HS.E3.2)

HS.E3.4 Explain the distinct types of business organizations and analyze the role of
innovation and entrepreneurship in a market economy.

I can demonstrate how elasticity can affect the supply and demand of a product.
(HS.E3.2)
I can explain how various government policies affect market prices and
quantities. (HS.E3.3)
I can differentiate types of market structures and evaluate how prices are
determined in each market. (HS.E3.1, HS.E3.4)
I can analyze how the market economy promotes innovation and
entrepreneurship. (HS.E3.4)
I can differentiate the advantages and disadvantages of various business
organizations. (HS.E3.4)

ceteris paribus
compliments
copyright
corporation
elasticity
franchise
general partnership
intellectual property
law of demand
law of supply equilibrium
liability
limited partnership
market structures
monopolistic competition
monopoly
oligopoly

patents
perfect competition
price ceilings
price floors
profit motive
shortage
sole proprietorship
substitutes
surplus
taxes and subsidies

Supporting Questions
How is equilibrium price and quantity determined?
What effect will taxes and subsidies have on the supply of a product?
What are current examples of price controls, subsidies, and excise taxes?
Which products have inelastic demand in the United States today? Elastic demand?
What problems are caused by price ceilings and price floors?
What makes a perfectly competitive market perfect?

What is a natural monopoly?
What are the benefits of the government providing the protection of patents and copyrights?
What are the benefits of corporations vs. sole proprietorships and partnerships?
What are the advantages and disadvantages of franchises?

.

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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Economics Unit 4: Macroeconomics
Compelling Question: Should government institutions intervene to provide assistance during a financial crisis?

Time: 4 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards
HS.E4.1 Use economic data to analyze the health of a national economy.
HS.E4.2 Evaluate the economic conditions that lead to fiscal and
monetary policy choices and explain their impact on households and
businesses.
HS.E4.3 Explain the roles of institutions in a market economy.
HS.E4.4 Explain the effect of advancements in technology and training on
economic growth and standards of living.

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

I can evaluate economic indicators and determine current phase of the business
cycle. (HS.E4.1)
I can differentiate between the three types of unemployment. (HS.E4.1, HS.E4.4)
I can identify how inflation impacts different groups of people. (HS.E4.2)
I can evaluate the components of the federal budget. (HS.E4.3)
I can describe and provide examples of different tax types. (HS.E4.3)
I can explain how taxes and spending are used to establish fiscal policy in order to
impact the economy. (HS.E4.3)
I can describe the purpose and structure of the Fed. (HS.E4.3)
I can identify different components of the money supply. (HS.E4.1)
I can identify the Monetary Policy tools and how each is used by the Fed during
different phases of the business cycle. (HS.E4.2)

budget deficit
budget surplus
contractionary vs. expansionary
policy
Consumer Price Index (CPI)
demand-side economics
discretionary spending
fiat money
fiscal policy
gross domestic product
(GDP=C+I+G+XN)
hyperinflation
John Maynard Keynes
labor force participation rate
mandatory spending

monetary policy
national debt
poverty rate
progressive tax
proportional tax
regressive tax
representative money
supply-side economics
(Reaganomics)
the business cycle
The Federal Reserve
types of inflation
unemployment types
(frictional, structural,
cyclical)

Supporting Questions
What are the characteristics of an economy in the phases of the business cycle: expansion, peak, contraction, and
the trough?
How can GDP be used to determine a nation’s standard of living?
Why is full employment an important economic goal?
What unemployment type is the result of an economy in recession?
Why is 2% inflation the yearly target rate for the Fed?
What are possible economic implications of an inflation rate that is higher or lower than 2%?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions

What are the implications of providing lower tax rates to the highest and lowest income Americans?
What is the dual mandate of the Fed?
How is the Fed structured?
During a recession how does the Fed use the monetary policy tools to increase demand?
During times of excessive inflation how does the Fed use the monetary policy tools to decrease demand?

MPS Social Sciences Curriculum Guide • Governing Board Approved Oct. 2019 160

Economics Unit 5: Trade and Globalization
Compelling Question: Should countries pursue free trade policies in today’s global economy?

Time: 2.5 Weeks

Disciplinary Skills and Processes:
Lessons should be designed around Disciplinary Skills and Process (SP) Standards. The SP standards are the vehicle through which content standards are to be delivered. SP standards are to be
taught multiple times throughout the year, with mastery by the end of the course. Refer to the Disciplinary Skills and Process Standards Chart above and determine the appropriate standards to
frame your instruction within units. Track used standards on the chart.
Content Standards

Learning Targets

Key Concepts/Topics

HS.E5.1 Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of global trade.

I can calculate absolute and comparative advantage. (HS.E5.1, HS.E5.2)

absolute advantage

HS.E5.2 Evaluate how interdependence impacts individuals, institutions, and
societies.

I can identify positive and negative impacts of globalization and global interdependence.
(HS.E5.1)

comparative advantage

HS.E5.3 Explain why nations chose to trade and how it is regulated.

I can evaluate how strong and weak currencies contribute to a country’s balance of trade.
(HS.E5.1, HS.E5.4)

HS.E5.4 Explain how national economies influence trade.

I can differentiate between free trade and protectionist trade policies. (HS.E5.3, HS.E5.4)
I can describe the different standards of living in nations around the world. (HS.E5.2)

embargo
European Union
Foreign Exchange (FOREX)
free trade agreements
import quotas
outsourcing
protectionism
sanction
tariffs
trade barriers
USCMA (NAFTA)
World Bank

Supporting Questions
What is the relationship between comparative advantage, opportunity cost, and specialization?

How did NAFTA harm the United States economy?

What are the arguments for free trade?

What are the advantages and disadvantages of protectionism?

What are the arguments against free trade?

What are significant examples of America’s current trade policy?
How did NAFTA benefit the United States economy?

i.e. indicates requirements; e.g. indicates suggestions
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