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Community Video 
 
Objectives 

Students will understand the following: 
• Community has an essence, or feel, about it. 
• The essence is the overall impression made by residents, business 

people, and institutions. 
 
Materials 
     For this lesson, you will need: 

• Video camera (If a video camera is not available, this project can be 
altered so that students present their end product as an oral presentation 
complete with posters or hand-held visuals and, perhaps, audio 
accompaniment.) 

 
Procedures 
 

1. Ask your class to consider what makes the community around their school 
special.  If they respond that the community is not special and is interchangeable 
with a lot of other communities, press them further, insisting that just as each 
person has his or her own identity, so does a community.  Motivate students by 
explaining that if they communicate the essence of their community in class 
orally, they will get a chance to make a video that captures that essence.  

  
2. To help students generate descriptive words and phrases about their community, 

ask them to answer some of the following questions.  Keep track of these 
answers on the board/poster paper. 

• What sounds do you hear in your community? 
• What tastes can you find in your community? 
• What smells do you associate with your community? 
• What does your community look like? 
• What is the community most famous for?  Or what should it be famous 

for? 
• Where in the community do people go to feel good? 
• When is the community most enjoyable?  Most annoying? 
• Why do people live in your community? 
• How would you change the community if you could? 
• What if this community did not exist?  Where would you then go to school? 
• What if the community won an award of many millions of dollars?  What 

could be done with the money to improve the community? 
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3. With the class, go over the responses you have noted on the board.  Based on 

those responses, have students come up with ideas of people, places, and 
objects to video in an attempt to capture the essence of their community. 

 
4. Assign students to jobs, which include but are not limited to: 

• directorial team (to plan the sequence of the video, time for each section, 
angel of shots, etc.) 

• advance team (to make appointments for visiting people to be featured 
and interiors to be shot) 

• camera operators 
• writers (of scripts for on-screen reports, off-screen voices, questions for 

interviewers) 
• on-screen reporters (including interviewers) and off-screen voices 
• editors (to shorten, cut, or rearrange segments of the video) 
• artists (to create title screens and credits) 
• music specialists (to perform music or to select music to be played) 
 

5. Allow time for students to prepare and review their video presentation. 
 
6. When the finished product is complete, invite other classes or members of the 

community to experience the essence of their community by viewing this class 
project. 

 
Evaluation 
In this project, where the end product is dependent on timely input from many students, 
evaluation of each individual student should be based on cooperative spirit and 
contributions, on-time performance, response to criticism, perseverance, etc. 


